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MEMOIRS 


RELATING     TO 

That  Change  which  happened  in  the  Queen's 
Miniftry,  in  the  Year  1710. 

Written  in  October,  M.DCC.XIV, 

A vi KG  continued,  for  near  the  fpace  of 
four  years,  in  a  good  degree  of  conscience 
with  the  miniftry  then  in  being,  although 
not  with  fo  much  power  as  was  believed,  or  at  lead 
given  out,  by  my  friends  as  well  as  by  my  enemies, 
efpecially  the  latter,  in  both  houies  or"  parliament  : 
And  this  having  happened  during  a  very  bufy  pe- 
riod of:  negotiations  abroad,  and  management  or 
intrigue  at  home,  I  thought  it  might  probably, 
fbme  years  hence,  when  the  prefeni  fcene  fhall  have 
given  place  to  many  new  ones  that  will  arile,  be  an 
entertainment  to  thoie  who  will  have  any  perfbnal 
regard  for  me  or  my  memory,  to  fet  down  fbme 

Frticularities  which  fell  under  mv  knowledge  and 
j  O 

ob'cTvation,  while  I  was  fuppofed,  whether  truly 
or  no,  to  h've  part  in  the  fecrct  of  alTairs. 

Or,e  circumftance  I  am  a  little  forry  for,  that  I 
was  too  negligent  (agiintl  what  I  had  always  re- 
foived,  and  blamed  others  for  not  doing)  in  taking 
hints  or  journals  of  .very  thing  muerial  as  it  p>fP- 
ed,  whereof  I  omitted  mc>ny  that  I  cannot  n'.'W  re- 
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collect,  although  I  was  convinced,  by  a  thoufand 
iriftances,  of  the  weaknefs  of  my  memory.  But, 
to  fay  the  truth,  the  nearer  knowledge  any  man 
has  in  the  affairs  at  court,  the  lefs  he  thinks  them, 
of  confequence,  or  worth  regarding.  And  thofe 
kind  of  pafTdge-s,  which  I  have  with  curioiity  found 
or  Searched  for  in  Memoirs,  I  wholly  neglected 
when  they  were  freely  communicated  to  me  from 
the  firft  hand,  or  were  fuch  wherein  I  acted  myfelf. 
This  I  take  to  be  one  among  other  reafons  why 
gre  it  minifcers  feldom  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of 
recording  the  important  parts  of  that  adminiftration, 
where  they  themfelves  are  at  the  head.  They  have 
extinguished  all  that  vanity  which  ufually  pofTeffes 
men  during  their  firft  acquaintance  at  courts  ;  and, 

»_?  jb  *  * 

like  the  mailers  of  a  puppet-fhow,  they  defpife 
thofe  motions  which  fill  common  fpectators  with 
wonder  and  delight. 

However,  upon  frequently  recollecting  the  courfe 
of  affairs  during  the  time  I  was  either  trufted  or 
employed  ;  i  am  deceived,  if  in  hiftory  there  can 
be  found  any  period  more  full  of  pafTages,  which 
the  curio,us  of  another  age  would  be  glad  to  know 
the  fecret  fprings  of ;  or  from  whence  more  ufeful 
inftructions  may  be  gathered  for  directing  the  con- 
duct of  thofe,  v;ho  mail  hereafter  hnve  the  good 
or  ill  fortune  to  be  engaged  in  buiinefs  of  the 
flare. 

It  may  probably  enough  happen,  that  thofe  who 
fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  perufe  thefe  papers,  may 
think  it  not  fuitnbL1  to  the  nature  of  them,  that, 
upon  occafion,  I  fomethries  make  mention  of  my- 
illF;  who,  during  thefe  transactions,  and  ever  lince, 
\vas  a  perfon  without  titles  or  public  employment. 
Bat  iince  the  chief  leaders  of  the  faction  then  oat 
of  power,  were  pleafjd,  in  both  houfes  of  parlia- 
ment, to  take  every  opportunity  of  (hewing  their 
malice,  by  mentioning  me  (and  often  by  name)  as 
inie  who  was  in  the  iecre:  of  all  affairs,  and  with- 
out 
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out  whofe  advice  or  privity  nothing  w?.s  done,  01* 
employment  difpoied  of,  it  will  not  perhaps  be  im- 
proper to  take  notice  or  ibrne  paiTigc's,  v,  herein  the 
public  and  myfelt  were' jointly  concerned  ;  not  to 
mention  that  the  chief  caule  of  giving  myfelf  this 
trouble,  is  to  fatisfy  my  particular  friends  ;  and,  ac 
word,  if,  after  the  fate  of  rnanufcripis,  the'e  pa- 
pers ihall,  by  accident  or  indifcretion,  fall  inro  the 
public  view,  they  will  be  no  more  liable  to  cenfure 
than  other  memoirs,  published  for  many  years  pafb- 
in  Engliih,  French,  and  Italian.  The  period  oi: 
time  I  deiign  to  treat  on,  will  commence  with  Sep- 
tember 1710,  from  which  time,  till  within  -two 
months  of  the  Queen's  death,  I:  was  n.ver  a  blent 
from  court,  except  about  fix  weeks  in  Ireland. 

But,  becaufe  the  great  change  of  employ  men  ts 
in  her  majeity^s  family,  as  well  as  in  the  kingdom, 
was  begun  ibme  months  before,  and  had  been, 
thought  on  from  the  time  of  Dr.  Sachfverd's  tri.T;, 
while  I  was  abfent,  and  lived  retired  in  Ireland  ;  1 
fliall  endeavour  to  recollect,  as  well  as  I  am  able, 
fojne  particulars  I  learned  from  the  Earl  of  Oxford, 
the  Lord  Vifcoum  Bolingbroke,  the  L?.dy  Mafham, 
and  Doctor  Auerbury,  who  were  belt  able  to  iu- 
form  me. 

I  have  often  with  great   earneftnefs   prefiicl    the' 
Earl  of   Oxford,   then   Lord    Treafiiyer.    and    my 
Lady  Mafliam,  who  were  the  iole   peribus  which 
brousht  about  that  great  change,  to  oive-me  a  par- 

O  t_*  t->     *  O 

ticular  account  of  every  circum fiance   and   paiiaae 

J  I  O 

during  that  whole  traniacrron  :  Nor  did  this  requeft 
proceed  from  curiolity,  or  the  ambition  of  know- 
ing and  publilhicg  impoi'tant  fecrers  ;  but  from  a 
fincere  honeft  dei:gn  of  jufti Tying  the  Queen,  in 
the  meafures  fhe  then  took,  and  after  purlued,  a- 
gainfl  a  load  of  fcandal  which  would  certair:ly  be 
thrown  on  her  niemory,  with  fome  appearance  of 
truth.  It  was  eafy  to  forefee,  even  at  that  difhince, 
that  the  Queen  could  not  live  many  years ;  and  it 
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•vvas  fufficiently  known,  what  party  was  moft  in  the 
good  graces  of  the  fucceilbrs  ;  and  cunfequently 
what  turns  would  be  given,  by  hiftorians,  to  her 
Majeily's  proceedings,  under  a  reign,  where  direct 
contrary  meafures  would  probably  be  taken.  For 
inftance,  what  would  be  more  ea'fy  to  a  malicious 
pen,  than  to  charge  the  Queen  with  inconftancy, 
weaknefs,  and  ingratitude,  in  removing  and  difgra- 
cing  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  had  fo  many 
years  commanded  her  armies  with  victory  and  fuc- 
cefs  ;  in  difplacing  fo  many  great  officers  of  her 
court  and  kingdom,  by  whofe  counfels  (he  had  in 
all  appearance  fo  profperoufly  governed  ;  in  ex- 
tending the  marks  of  her  feverity  and  difpleafure 
towards  the  wife  and  daughters,  as  well  as  relations 
and  allies,  of  that  perfon  (he  had  fo  long  employ- 
ed and  fo  highly  trufted  ;  and  all  this  by  the  private 
intrigues  of  a  woman  of  her  bedchamber,  in  con- 
cert with  an  artful  man,  who  mi?,ht  be  fuppofed  to 
have  acted  that  bold  part,  only  from  a  motive  of 
revenge  upon  the  lofs  of  his  employments,  or  of 
ambition  to  come  again  into  power  ? 

Thefe  were  fome  of  the  arguments  I  have  often 
made  ufe  of  'with  great  freedom,  both  to  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  and  my  Lady  Mafham,  to  incite  them 
to  furniih  me  with  materials  for  a  fair  account  of 
that  great  tranfadtion,  to  which  they  always  feemed 
as  well  difpofed  as  myielf.  My  Lady  Mafham  did 
likewife  aiTure  me,  that  fhe  had  frequently  inform- 
ed the  Queen  of  n,y  requeft,  which  her  Majefty 
thought  very  reafonable,  and  did  appear  upon 
all  occaflons  as  deiirous  of  preferving  reputation 
with  pofterity,  as  might  jurlly  become  a  great 
prince  to  be. 

But  tn-.it  incurable  difeafe,  either  of  negligence 
or  procraftinition,  which  influenced  every  action 
both  of  the  Queen  and  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  did  in 
foniv?  fort  infect  every  one  who  had  credit  or  bufi- 
ncls  in  court  :  For.  after  foliating  near  four  years, 

to 
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to  obtain  a  point  of  fo  great  importance  to  the 
Queen  and  her  fervants,  from  whence  I  could  pro- 
pole  nothing  but  trouble,  malice,  and  envy  to  my 
fclf,  it  was  perpetually  put  off. 

The  fcheme  I  offered  was,  to  write  her  Majefty's 
reign  ;  and,  that  this  work  might  not  look  officious 
or  affected,  I  was  ready  to  accept  the  hifroriogra- 
pher's  place,  although  of  inconfiderable  value,  and 
which  I  might  be  fure  to  be  deprived  cf  upon  the 
Queen's  death. 

This  negligence  in  the  Queen,  the  E-irl  of  Ox- 
ford, and  my  Lady  Mafiham,  is  the  caufe  that  I 
can  give  but  an  imperfect  account  of  the  firft 
lp rings  of  that  great  change  at  court,  after  the  tri-il 
of  Dr.  Sachevcrel,  my  memory  net  living  me  ro 
retain  all  the  fa  els  related  to  me  ;  but  what  I  re- 
member I  fhall  here  let  down. 

There  was  not,  perhaps,  in  all  England,  a  perfon 
who  understood  more  artificially  to  difguife  her 
paffions  than  the  late  Queen.  Upon  her  rlrft  con-.- 
ing  to  the  throne,  the  JDute  he  fs  of  Marl  borough 
had  loft  all  favour  with  her,  as  her  Majefty  ha.li 
often  acknowledged  to  thofe  who  have  told  it  me. 

Cj 

That  Lady  had  long  preferred  an  afcendant  over 
her  miftrds,  while  iae  was  princefs,  which  her  Ma- 
jelly,  when  fhe  came  to  the  crown,  had  neither 
patience  to  bear,  nor  fpirit  to  fubrlue.  This  prin- 
cefs  was  fo  exact  an  obierver  of  forms,  that  fl  e 
feemed  to  have  made  it  her  finely,  and  would  often 
defcend  fo  low,  as  to  obferve,  in  lier  domeiiics  of 
either  fex,  \vho  came  in  her  prtiti^ce,  whetlier  a 
ruffle,  a  periwig,  or  the  lining  of  a  coat,  were  un- 
iuitable  at  certain  limes.  The  Dutcbefs,  on  the  o- 
ther  £de,  who  had  been  ufed  to  great  familiarities, 
could  not  take  it  into  her  head,  that  any  change  of 
ftation  fhould  put  her  upcm  changing  her  behavi- 
our, the  continuance  of  which  was  the  more  offer. - 
five  to  her  Majefty,  wliofe  other  fervantF,  of  die 
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greateft  quality,  did  then  treat  her  with  the  utmoft 
refpect. 

The  Earl  of  Godolphin  held  in  favour  about 
three  years  longer,  and  then  declined,  although  he 
kept  his  office  till  the  general  change.  I  have  heard 
feveral  realbns  given  for  her  Majefty's  early  difguft 
againft  that  Lord.  The  Dutchefs,  who  had  long 
been  his  friend,  often  prevailed  on  him  to  folicit 
the  Queen  upon  things  very  unacceptable  to  her, 
which  her  Majefty  liked  the  worfe,  as  knowing 
from  whence  they  originally  came  ;  and  his  Lord- 
ihip,  although  he  endeavoured  to  be  as  refpeclful 
as  his  nature  would  permit  him,  was,  upon  all  oc- 
cuilons,  much  too  arbitrary  and  obtruding. 

To  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  fne  was  wholly 
indifferent  (as  her  nature  in  general  prompted  her 
to  be,  until  his  reftlefs,  impatient  behaviour  had 
turned  her  againft  him. 

The  Qrjeen  had  not  a  ftock  of  amity  to  ferve  a- 
bove  one  object  :it  a  time  ;  and  further  than  a  bare 
good  or  ill  opinion,  which  (he  foon  contracted  and 
changed,  and  very  often  upon  light  grounds,  Ihe 
could  hardly  be  f.iid  either  to  love  or  to  hate  any 
body.  She  grew  fo  jealous  upon  the  change  of  her 
fervants,  that  often,  out  of  fear  of  being  impofed 
upon,  by  an  over  caution,  {he  would  impofe  upon 
her  (elf ;  Ihc  took  a  delight  in  refilling  thofe  who 
•were  thought  to  have  greateft  power  with  her,  even 
in  the  moil  reafonable  things,  and  fuch  as  were 
recefTiry  for  her  fervice  ;  nor  would  let  them  be 
clone  till  {he  fell  into  the  humour  of  it  herfelf. 

Upon  ihe  grounds  I  have  already  related,  her 
Majeily  had  gradually  conceived  a  moft  rooted  a- 
veriicm  from  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of  Marlbo- 
rough, and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  :  which  fpread, 
in  time,  through  all  thi-ir  allies  and  relations,  par- 
licularly  to  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  whofe  ungovern- 
able temper  had  made  him  fail  io  his  perfonal  re- 
ipccts  to  her  Ivlnjefty. 

This 
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This  I  take  to  have  been  the  principal  ground  of 
the  Queen's  resolutions  to  make  a.  change  of  fome 
officers,  both  in  her  family  and  kingdom  ;  and  that 
thefe  refolutions  did  not  proceed  from  any  real  ap- 
prehenficn  fhe  had  of  danger  to  the  church  or  mo- 
narchy. For,  although  fhe  had  been  ftriclly  edu- 
cated in  the  former,  and  very  much  approved  its 
doctrine  and  difcipline,  yet  (he  was  not  fo  ready 
to  forefee  any  attempts  againft  it  by  the  party  then 
prefiding.  But  the  fears  that  moft  influenced  her, 
were  fuch  as  concerned  her  own  power  and  prero- 
gative, which  thofe  neareft  about  her  were  making 
daily  encroachments  upon,  by  their  undutiful  be- 
haviour and  unreafonable  demands. 

The  deportment  ef  the  Dutchefs  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  while  the  prince  lay  expiring,  was  of  fuch 
a  nature,  that  the  Queen,  then  in  the  heights  of 
grief,  was  not  able  to  bear  it ;  but,  with  marks  of 
difpleafurc  in  her  countenance,  fhe  ordered  the 
Dutchefs  to  withdraw,  and  fend  Mrs.  Mafham  to 
her. 

I  forgot  to  relate  an  affair  that  happened,  as  I 
remember,  about  a  twelvemonth  before  Prince 
George's  death.  This  Prince  had  long  conceived 
an  incurable  averiion  from  that  party,  and  was  re- 
folved  to  ufe  his  urmoft  credit  with  the  Queen  his 
wife  to  get  rid  of  their.  There  fell  out  an  inci- 
dent which  feemed  to  favour  this  attempt ;  for  the 
Queen,  refolving  to  beftow  a  regiment  upon  Mr, 
Hill,  brother  to  Mrs.  Ma/ham,  fignifled  her  plea- 
fure  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  ;  x.*  ho.  in  a  man- 
ner not  very  dutiful,  refuicd  his  confent,  and  reti- 
red in  anger  to  the  country.  After  fome  heats,  the 
regiment  was  given  to  a  third  perfon  :  But  the 
Queen  relented  this  matter  fo  highly,  which  fhe 
thought  had  been  promoted  by  the  Eurl  of  Godol- 
phin,  that  fhe  refolved  immediately  to  remove  the 
latter.  I  was  to^d,  and  it  was  then  generally  re- 
ported, that  Mr.  St.  John  carried  a  letter  from  her 

Majefty 
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Majefly  to  the  Duke  of  Maryborough,  fignifying 
her  reiblutions  to  take  the  ftaff  from  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin,  and  that  fhe  expected  his  Grace's  com- 
pliance ;  to  which  the  Duke  returned  a  very  hum- 
ble anfwer.  I  cannot  engage  for  this  paffage,  it 
having  never  come  into  my  head  to  afk  Mr.  Sr. 
John  about  it  :  But,  the  account  Mr.  Harley  and 
he  gave  me  was,  That  the  Duke  of  Maryborough 
and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin  had  concerted  with 
them  upon  a  moderating  fcheme,  wherein  fome  of 
both  parties  iliould  be  employed,  but  with  a  more 
favourable  afpect  towards  the  church  :  That  a 
meeting  was  appoimed  for  completing  this  work: 
That  in  the  mean  time,  the  Duke  and  Dutchefs  of 
Marlborough,  and  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  were 
iecretiy  ufing  their  utmoft  efforts  with  the  Queen 
to  turn  Mr.  Harley,  (who  was  then  Secretary  of 
State)  and  all  his  friends,  out  of  their  employ- 
ments :  That  the  Queen,  on  the  other  iide,  who 
had  a  great  opinion  of  Mr.  Harley's  integrity  and 
abilities,  would  not  confent,  and  was  determined'to 
remove  the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  This  was  not  above 
a  month  before  the  'feafon  of  the  year  when  the 
Duke  of  Marl  bo  rough  was  to  embark  for  Flanders; 
and,  the  very  night  in  which  Mr.  Harley  and  his 
friends  had  appointed  were  to  meet  his  Grace  and 
theEarlof  Godolphin,  George  Churchill  the  Duke's 
brother,  who  was  in  good  credit  with  the  Prince, 
told  his  Highnefs,  that  the  Duke  was  firmly  deter- 
mined to  lay  down  his  command,  if  the  Earl  of 
Godolphin  went  out,  or  if  Mr.  Harley  and  his 
friends  were.fufFered  to  continue  in.  The  Prince, 
thus  intimidated  by  Churchill,  reported  the  matter 
to  the  Queen  ;  and,  the  time  and  fervice  preffing,  her 
Majefly  was  unwillingly  forced  to  yield.  The  two 
great  Lords  failed  the  appointment ;  and,  the  next 
mojrning,  the  Duke  at  his  levee  faid  aloud  in  a  care- 
lefs  manner  to  thofe  that  ftood  round  him,  That 
Mr.  Harley  was  turned  out. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  Prince's  death,  November  1708,  the 
two  great  Lords  io  often  mentioned,  who  had  been 
for  iome  years  united  \vi:h  the  Low-church  party, 
and  had  long  engaged  to  take  them  into  power, 
were  now  in  a  capacity  to  make  good  their  pro- 
mifes,  which  his  Hi^hnefs  had  ever  molt  ftrenu- 
oufiy  oppofed.  The  Lord  Sommers  was  made  Pre- 
fident  of  the  council,  the  Eirl  of  Wharlon  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  and  ibn.e  others  of  the  fame 
it  a  tup  were  put  into  considerable  pofts. 

It  Ihould  feem  to  me,  that  the  Duke  and  Earl 
were  not  very  willingly  drawn  to  impart  ib  much 
powei\to  thofe  of  that  parry,  who  expected  thefe 
removals  for  fome  years  before,  and  were  always 
put  off  upon  pretence  of  the  Prince's  uawillingneis 
to  have  them  employed.  And  I  remember,  io  r.'e 
months  before  his  Highnefs's  death,  my  L-;>d 
Sommers,  who  is  a  peifon  of  referve  enough,  com- 
piained  to  me  with  great  freedom  of  the  ingratitude 
of  the  Duke  and  Earl,  who,  after  the  fervice  he 
and  his  friends  had  dons  them  in  making  the  u- 
nion,  would  hardly  treat  them  with  common  civi- 
lity. Neither  ihaii  I  ever  forget,  that  he  readily 
owned  to  me,  that  the  Union  was  of  no  other  ier- 
vice  to  the  nation,  than  by  giving  a  remedy  to  that 
evil,  which  my  Lord  Godolphin  had  brought  up- 
on us,  by  perfuading  the  Queen  to  pafs  the  Scotch 
aft  of  fccurity.  But  to  return  from  this  digref- 
lion. 

Upon  the  admiflion  of  thefe  men  into  employ- 
ments, the  court  ibon  ran  into  extremity  of  Low- 
chuivh  meafures  ;  and  although,  in  the  Houfe  of 
Common?,  Mr.  Hirhy,  Sir  Simon  Harcourr, 
JVlr.  St.  John,  and  fome  others,  made  great  and 
bold  ft  and  s  in  defence  of  the  conftitution,  yet  they 
were  always  borne  down  by  a  majority. 

It  was,  I  think,  during  this  period  of  time,  that 
the  Duke  of  Alarlborough,  whether  by  a  motive 
of  ambition,  or  a  love  of  money,  or  by  the  rafli 

counfels 
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counfels  of  his  wife  the  Dutchefs,  made  that  boM 
attempt  of  deriring  the  Queen  to  give  him  a  com- 
mifiion  to  be  G^ner-'l  -\..r  l;r'e.  Her  Majefty's  an- 
fwer  was,  That  ilie  wo  Lt  take  time  to  coniider  it ; 
and,  in  the  mean  while,  the  Duke  advifed  with 
the  Lord  Cowper,  thi n  Chancellor,  about  the 
form  in  which  the  commjffibn  ihould  be  drawn. 
Th^  Chancellor,  veiy  much  to  his  honour,  endea- 
voured to  diifcuue  the  Duke  fi  Gin  engaging  in  ib 
dangerous  an  affair  ;  and  protefted  he  would  never 
put  the  great  Teal  to  fuch  a  commiffion. 

But  the  Queen  was  highly  alarmed  at  this  ex- 
traordinary proceeding  in  the  Duke,  and  talked  to 
a  perfon  whom  fhe  had  then  taken  into  confidence, 
as  if  fhe  apprehended  an  attempt  upon  the  crown. 
The  Duke  of  Argyle,  and  one  or  two  more  Lords, 
were  (as  I  have  been  told)  in  a  very  private  man- 
ner brought  to  the  Queen.  This  Duke  was  under 
great  obligations  to  the  Duke  of  Maryborough, 
who  had  placed  him  in  a  high  ftation  in  the  army, 
preferred  many  of  his  friends,  and  procured  him 
the  garter.  But,  his  unquiet  and  ambitious  fpirit, 
aever  eafy  while  there  was  any  one  above  him, 
made  him,  upon  fome  trifling  refentments,  con- 
ceive an  inveterate  hatred  againft  his  General. 
"When  he  was  confulted  what  courfe  fhould  be  ta- 
ken upon  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's  requefl  to  be 
General  for  life  ;  and  whether  any  danger  might 
be  apprehended  from  the  refufal  j  I  was  told,  he 
fuddenly  anlwertd,  That  her  Majefty  need  not  be 
in  pain  ;  for,  he  would  undertake,  whenever  fhe 
commanded,  to  fcize  the  Duke  at  the  head  of  his 
troops,  and  bring  him  away  either  dead  or  alive. 

About  this  time  happened  the  famous  trial  of 
Dr.  Sacheycrel,  which  arofe  from  a  fooliih  pailion- 
ate  pique  of  the  Earl  of  Godolphin,  whom  this 
diviiic  was  fuppofed,  in  a  fermon,  to  have  reflected 
on  under  the  name  of  Vol^ane^  as  my  Lord  Sorn- 
wcrs,  a  few  months  after,  conftiied  to  me  ;  and, 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  that  he  had  earneftly,  and  ia 
vain  endeavoured,  to  difTuade  the  Earl  from  that 
attempt.  However,  the  impeachment  went  on  in: 
the  form  and  manner  which  every  body  knows, 
and  therefore  there  need  not  be  any  thing  faid  of  it 
here. 

Mr.  Harley,  who  came  up  to  town  during  the 
time  of  the  impeachment,  was,  by  the  intervention 
of  Mrs.  Mafham,  privately  brought  to  the  Queen, 
and,  in  fome  meetings,  ealily  convinced  her  Ma- 
jefty  of  the  difpofitions  of  her  people,  as  they  ap- 
peared in  the  courie  of  that  trial  in  favour  of  the 
chunch,  and  againft  the  meafures  of  thofe  in  her 
fervice.  It  was  not  without  a  good  deal  of  diffi- 
culty, that  Mr.  Harley  was  able  to  procure  this 
private  accefs  to  the  Queen,  the  Dutchefs  of  Marl- 
borough,  by  her  emiffaries,  watching  all  the  ave- 
nues to  the  back-ftairs,  and  upon  all  occafions, 
difcovering  their  jealotify  of  him  ;  whereof  he  told 
me  a  pafiage,  no  other-wife  worth  relating,  than  as 
it  gives  an  idea  of  an  infolent,  jealous  minifter,  who 
wouM  wholly  ingrofs  the  power  and  favc-ur  of 
his  Sovereign,  Mr.  Harley,  upon  his  removal 
from  the  Secretary's  office,  by  the  intrigues  of 
the  Duke  of  Marlborou^h  and  the  Earl  of  Godol- 
phin,  as  I  have  above  related,  going  oat  of  town, 
was  met  by  the  latter  of  thefe  two  Lords  near  Ken- 
iington-gate.  The  Earl,  in  a  high  fit  of  jealoufy, 
goes  immediately  to  the  Queen,  reproaches  her 
for  privately  feeing  Mr.  Harley,  and  was  hardly  fo 
civil  as  to  be  convinced  with  her  Majefty's  frequent 
proteftations  to  the  contrary. 

Thefe  fufpicions,  I  lay,  made  it  hard  for  her 
M:\jeftyand  Mr.  Harley  to  have  private  interviews ; 
neither  had  he  made  ufe  of  the  opportunities  he 
met  with  to  open  himfelf  fo  much  to  hxr,  as  ihc 
feemed  to  expect,  and  defired  ;  although  Mr?. 
Mafham,  in  right  of  her  fhition  in  the  bed  cham- 
ber, had  taken  all  proper  occafions  of  purfuing 

what 
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what  Mr.  Harley  had  begun.  In  this  critical  junc- 
ture, the  Queen  hemmed  in,  and  as  it  were  impri- 
fored,  by  the  Butchefs  of  Marlborough  and  her 
creatures,  was  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed.  One  e- 
vening  a  letter  was  brought  to  Mr.  Harley,  all  dir- 
ty, and  by  the  hand  of  a  very  ordinary  meflenger; 
lit  re  id  the  fuperfcription,  and  faw  it  was  the 
Queen's  writing  -,  he  fent  for  the  mefTenger,  who 
faid  he  knew  not  whence  the  letter  came,  but  that 
it  was  delivered  him  by  an  under- gardener,  I  for- 
oet  whether  of  Hampton  court  or  Kenlin^ton. 

f^  A 

The  letter  mentioned  the  difficulties  her  Majefty 
was  under,  blaming  him  for  not  {peaking  with 
more  freedom,  and  more  particularly,  and  deiiring 
his  affiliance.  With  this  encouragement  he  went 
more  frequently,  ahhough  ftill  as  private  as  poffi- 
ble,  to  the  back- flairs  ;  and  from  that  time  began 
to  have  entire  credit  with  the  Queen.  He  then 
told  her  of  the  dangers  to  her  crown,  as  well  as  to 
the  church  and  monarchy  itfelf,  from  the  councils 
and  actions  of  fome  oi:  her  fervants :  That  (lie 
ought  gradually  to  Icflen  the  exorbitant  power  of 
the  Duke  and  Dutchds  of  Marlborough,  and  the 
Earl  of  Godolphin,  by  taking  the  difpofition  of 
employments  into  her  own  hands  :  That  it  did  not 
become  her  to  be  a  Have  to  a  party;  but  to  reward 
thole  who  may  deferve  by  their  duty  and  loyilty, 
whether  they  were  fuch  as  were  called  of  theHigh- 
church  or  Low-church.  In  fhort,  whatever  v  .  ws 
he. had  th^u  in  his  own  breaft  ;  or  how  far  ibever 
he  intended  ro  proceed,  the  -turn  of  his  whole  dif- 
courfe  was  intended,  in  appearance,  only  to  put 
the  Queen  upon  \vhat  they  called  a  moderating 
fchvjme  ;  which  however  made  fo  ftrong  an  im- 
pr  ffion  upon  her,  that  when  this  miuifrer,  led  by 
the  ntct'flity  of  aft'.irs,  the  general  difpofition  of 
th?  people,  and  probably  by  his  own  inclinations, 
pii!  her  M-'.jefty  upon  going  greater  lengths  than 
ihc  had  fir  ft  intended,  it  put  him  upon  innumer- 
able 
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able  difficulties,  and  Tome  infuperablc  ;  as  v.re  (hall 
fee  in  the  progrefs  of  this  change. 

Her  Majefby.  purfuant  to  Mr.  Harley's  advice, 
refolved  to  difpofe  of  the  fir  ft  great  employment 
that  fell,  according  to  her  own  pleafure,  without 
confuhing  any  of  her  minifters.  To  put  this  5 a 
execution,  an  opportunity  foon  happened  by  the 
death  of  the  Earl  of  EfTex,  whereby  the  lieutenancy 
of  the  tower  became  vacant.  It  was  apreed  between 

^.^  O 

the  Queen  and  iVlr.  Harley,  that  the  Earl  Rivers 
fhotild  go  immediately  to  the  Duke  of  Marl-borough 
and  defire  his  Grace's  good  offices  with  the  Qaccn 
to  procure  him  that  poft.  The  Earl  went  accor- 
dingly, was  received  with  abundance  of  profciiions 
of  kindnefs  by  the  Duke,  who  laid  the  lieutenancy 
of  the  tower  was  not  worth  his  Lordfhip's  accep- 
tance, and  defired  him  to  think  of  Ibmething  dit:. 
The  Earl  itill  infifted,  and  the  Duke  ftill  continued 
to  put  him  off;  at  length  Lord  Rivers  defired  his 
Grace's  confent  to  let  him  go  himfclf  and  beg  this 
favour  of  the  Queen,  and  hoped  he  might  tell  her 
Majefly,  his  Grace  had  no  obiedion  to  hi;v.  Alhh:s 
the  Duke  readily  agreed  to>  as  a  matter  of  no  confo 
quence.  The  Earl  went  to  the  Qneen,  who  iir.nu:- 
diately  gave  orders  for  his  commiilion.  He. had 
not  long  left  the  Queen's  prdence,  when  the  Duke 
of  Marlborough,  lufpccling  nothing  that  would 
happen,  went  to  the  Qneen,  toul  her  the  lieute- 
nancy of  the  rower  filling  void  by  the  death  of  the 
Earl  of  EiTex,  he  hoped  htr  I\I.jr-fty  would  bellow 
k  upon  the  Duke  of  Nonhumberliind,  and  «ive  the 
Oxford  regiment,  tlKn  commanded  by  that  Duke, 
to  the  Earl  of  Us rt lord,  'I  he  Queen  (aid,  h.e  was 
come  too  Lite;  th;u  (he  had  already  granted  the 
lieutenancy  to  Er.ri  Ri.ers,  v;ho  ii  id"  told  her  that 
he  (the  Duke)  hid  no  objection  to  him.  The 
Duke,  much  furprifcd  at  this  new  manner  of  treat- 
ment, and  making  cc;rnp'!dims  in  her  MajcnVc  pre- 
ience,  was  ho\vcvir  forced  to  fubrait. 
VcL.XlL  B  Th? 
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The  Queen   went  on  by  (low  degrees.     Not  to' 
mention  fome  changes  of  lefTer  moment,   the  Duke 
of  Kent  was  forced  to  compound  for  his  chamber- 
lain's fbafF,  which  was  given  to  the  Duke  ot  Shrewf- 
bury,  while  the1  Earl    of   Go  dolphin   was    out   of 
town,  I   think   at    Newmarket:    His  Lordfhip,   on 
the  fir  ft  news,  came  immediately  up  to  court ;  but 
the  thing  was  done,  and  he  made  as  good  a  coun- 
tenance to  the  Duke  of  Shrcwibury  as  he   was  ca- 
pable of.     The  circumftances  of  the  Earl  of  Sun- 
der  land's  removal,  and    the    reafons   alledged,  arc 
known  enough.     His  ungovernable  temper  had  o- 
verfwayed  him  to  fail  in  his  refpccts  to  her  Mnjef- 
-fy's  perfon. 

Mean-time  both  parties  flood  at  g^ze,  not  know- 
ing to  what  thefe  ileps  would  lead,  or  where  they 
would  end.  The  Earl  of  "Wharton,  then  in  Ire- 
land, being  deceived  by  various  intelligence  from 
hence,  endeavoured  to  hide  his  unealineis  as  well  as 
he  could.  Some  of  his  fanguine  correfpondents  had 
fent  him  word,  that  the  Queen  began  to  flop  her 
-hand,  and  the  church- party  to  defpond.  At  the 
fame  'time,  the  Duke  of1  bhrewfbury  happened  to 
lend  him  a  letter  filled  'with  great  expreflions  of  ci- 
vility :  The  Earl  was  fo  weak  upon  reading  it,  r*s 
to  cry  out  before  two  or  three  rlanders-by,  "  Damn 
*'  him,  he  is  making  fair  weather  with  me  ;  bur, 

"  by  G d.  I  will  have  his  head." 

But  thefe  fhort  hopes  were  foon  blafted,  by  tak- 
ing the  Treafurer's  flarf  from  the  Earl  of  Godol- 
phin ;  which  was  done  in  a  manner  not  very  gra- 
cious, her  JVIajefty  lending  him  a  letter  by  a  very 
ordinary  mefienger,  commanding  him  to  break  Jr. 
The  Treafurywas  immediately  put  into  commiffion, 
with  Earl  Powlct  at  the  head  ;  bjjiMr.  Harley,  \vho 
was  .one  of  tlie  number,  and  at  the  fame  time  made 
Chanctllor  of  the  Exchequer,  ivas  already  fuppofed 
to  prefide  behind  the  curtain, 

Upon 
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Upon  the  fall  of  that  great  minifter  and" favour- 
rite,  that  whole  pany  became  dilpiriit-d,  and  It'emed 
to  expect  the  vvoril  that  could  follow.  The  Earl 
of  VVharton  immediately  (kfired,  ami  obtained 
leave,  to  come  for  England,  leaving  that  kingdom, 
Where  he  had  behaved  himfelf  \\ith  the  urmoft 
profligatenefs,  injuilice,  arbitrary  proceedings,  and. 
corruption,  with  the  hatred  and  delegation  of  ail 
good  men,  even  of  his  o\vn  party, 

And  here,  becaufe  my  coming  into  the  know- 
ledge of  the  new  miniftry  began  about  ihis  time,  I 
mull  digrefs  a  little,  to  relate  fome  circumflances 
previous  to  it. 

Although  I  had  been  for  many  years  before  no 
Granger  to  the  court,  and  had  made  the  nature  of 
government  a  great  part  of  my  ftudy,  yet  I  had' 
dealt  very  iirrle  \viih  politics,  either  in  \vriting  or 
acting,  until  about  a  year  before  the  late  King 
William's  death  ;  when,  returning  xviih  the  Earl 
of  Berkeley  from  Ireland,  and  falling  upon  the 
subject  of  the  five  great  Lords,  who  were  then 
impeached"  for  high  crimes  and  mifdcmcanors,  6v 
ths  Houfe  of  Common*,  I  happened  to-  foy, .  that 
the  fame  manner  of  proceeding,  at  leaft  as  it  ap- 
peared to  me  fro P.J  the  news  we  received  of  it  \i\ 
Ireland,  had  ruined  the  liberties  of  Athens  and' 
Rome,  and  that  it  might  be  eafy  to  prove  it  from 
hiftory.  Soon  after  I  went  to  London,  and,  in  a 
few  weeks,  drew  up  a  clifcourfe,  under  the  title  of 
The  C'.niejh  and  Dijjentions  rf  the  Nobles  and  Common? 
in  Athens  and  Rome,  with  tbc  cinfeqiiencts  they  had 
upon  both  tki/jC  States.  This  difcourfc  I  fent  very  pri- 
vately to  the  prefs,  wi-h  the  ftrifteil  injunctions  to 
conceal  the  author,  and  returned  immediately  to 
my  refidence  in  Ireland.  The  book  was  greedily 
bought,  and  read  ;  and  charged  fome  time  upon 
my  Lord  Sommers,  and  force  time  upon  the  CiihojV 
of  Salifbury  ;  the  latter  of  whom  told  me  after- 
wards, that  he  was  forced  to  difowa  it  in  a  very 

B  2  uViic 
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public  manner,  for  fear  of  an  impeachment, 
therewith  he  was  threatened  *.. 

Upturning  next  year  for  England,  and  hearing 
of  the  great  approbation  this  piece  had  received, 
(which  was  the  firft  I  ever  printed  f),  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  the  vanity  of  a  young  man  prevailed  with  me, 
10  let  mykli:  be  known  for  the  author  :  Upon 
which  my  Lord  Scunners  and  Hallifax,  as  well  as- 
the  Bifhop  above  mentioned,  delired  my  acquain- 
tance, wiih  "rent  marks  of  efteem  and  profeffions 
t>{  kindneis  :  Not  to  mention  the  Earl  of  Sunder- 
land,  who  h.ul  been  of  my  old  acquaintance.  They 
lamented  that  they  were  not  able  to  ferve  me  fince 
the  death  of  the  King,  and  were  very  liberal  in 
promilh-g  me  ihe  greateft  preferments  I  could  hope 
for,  if  ever  it  came  in  their  power.  I  ibon  grew 
domeftic* \vith  Lord  Hallifax,  and  was  as  often  with 
Lord  Sommeis,  as  the  formality  of  his  nature  (the 
only  unconvertible  fault  he  had)  mads  it  agreeable 
to  me.. 

it  vf-?.s  then  I  began  to  trouble  myfelf  with  the 
difference  between  the  principles  of  Whig  and  To- 
ry ;  having  formerly  employed  myfelf  in  other, 
and,  i  think,  much  better  {peculations.  I  talked  of- 
ten upon  thisfubject  with  Lord  Sommers  ;  tolc'him, 
that,  having  been  long  converiant  with  the  Greek 
and  Roman  authors,  and  therefore  a  lover  of  liberty, 
I  found  myfelf  much  inclined  to  be  what  they  cal- 
led a  Whig  in  politics;  and  ihat,  befides,  I  thought  it 

*  I'lJc  Swift's  efuy  U?on  the  lii'e,  urhings,  and  charafter  of  T>", 
Jcna:n.\n  Svviit,  chap.  vi.  p.  121,  v.  here  tiit;re  is  a  droll,  pleal'ant 
di-ugu?,  between  Dr.  Swift  and  Bifhop  bheridan,  relating  to  this 
tarn  us  cta£t. 

-j-  iVleai.ir.g  the  firft  j-o!:tical  p'ece  he  hud  ever  printed  }  oiherwife 
it  is  rot  true.  For,  tl.c  Ta;e  of  a  Tub,  and  the  Battle  of  the 
B  ,-oks,  were  printed  in  or  ataut  the  year  1697.  Or,  perhaps,  Dr. 
S.vifr,  ha1  ing  not  thought  proper  to  acknowledge  hirnfclf  the  author 
oi'  thol'e  piecciF,  idva^in-jd  he  had  a  light  to  fay,  this  aifcourfe  was 
the  fir  ft  he  liL-.d  ever  piinredj  two  or  thr^.e  poems,  in  the  Athenian 
Orack-,  which  vcre  rrinted  when  hs  was  a  very  young  man,  being 
not  vvonli  bis  remcmbraaie* 

impoiTible, 
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impoffible,  upon  any  other  principle,  to  defend  or 
fubmit  to  the  Revolution:  But,  as  to  religion,  I 
conftfTed  myfelf  to  be  an  High-churchman,  and  that 
I  did  not  conceive  how  any  one  who  wore  the  habit 
of  a  clergyman,  could  be  otherwife  :  That  I  had 
obferved  very  v/ell  with  what  infolence  and  haughti- 
ne is  Tome  Lords  of  the  High-church  party  treated 
not  only  their  own  chaplains,  but  all  other  clergy- 
men vvhatfoever,  and  thought  this  was  fufficient- 
ly  recompenfed  by  their  pfrofefEbns  of  zeal  to 
the  church  :  That  I  had  likswife  obferved  how  the 
Whig  Lords  took  a  direct  contrary  meafure,  treat- 
ed the  perfons  of  particular  clergymen  with  great 
courteiy,  but  ihewcd  much  ill  will  and  contempt 
for  the  order  in  general :  That  I  knew  it  was  nc- 

O 

ceflary  for  their  party,  to  make  their  bottom  as 
wide  as  they  could,  by  taking  all  denominations  of 
Proteftants  to  be  members  of  their  body  :  That  I 
would  not  enter  into  the  mutual  reproaches  made 
by  the  violent,  men  on  either  fide  ;  but,  that  the 
connivance,  or  encouragement,  given  by  the  Whigs 
to  thofe  writers  of  pamphlets,  who  reflected  upon 
the  whole  body  of  the  clergy,  without  any  excep-, 
tion,  would  unite  the  church,  as  one  man,  to  op- 
pofe  them  :  And,  that  I  doubted  his  Lordfliip's 
friends  did  not  coniider  the  confequence  of  this,, 
My  Lord  Sommers,  in  appearance,  entered  very 
warmly  into  the  fame  opinion,  and  faid  very  much 
of  the  endeavours  he  had  often  ufed  to  redrefs  thac 
evil  I  complained  of.  This  his  Lordfhip,  as  well 
as  my  Lord  Halifax,  (to  whom  I  have  talked  in 
the  fame  manner)  can  very  well  remember  :  And  - 
I  have  indeed  been  told  by  an  honourable  gentle- 
man of  the  lame  party,  that  both  their  Lordfhips, 
about  the  time  of  Lord  Godolphin's  removal,  did, 
upon  occaiion,  call  to  mind  what  I  had  faid  to  them 
five  years  before. 

In  my  journeys  to  England  I  continued  upon  the 
fame  foot  of  acquaintance  with  the  two  Lards  lail 

B  3  mentioned  y  , 
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mentioned,  until  the  time  of  Prince  George's  death, 
v.  hen  the  Queen,  who,  as  is  before  related,  had 
for  fome  years  favoured  that  party,  now  made 
Lord  Somoaers  Preiident  of  the  council,  and  the 
i  ail  cf  Wharton  Lieutenant  of  Ireland.  Being 
then  in  London,  I  received  letters  from  fome  Bi- 
fhops  of  Ireland,  to  foiiicit  the  Earl  of  Wharton 
about  the  rcmitt,-:]  of  the  firft-fruits  and  tenths 
to  the  clergy  there,  which  the  Queen  had  long  pro-- 
niifed,  and  wherein  I  had  been  employed  before, 
with  fome  hopes  of  fuccels  from  the  Earl  of  Go- 


n.  It  is  the  firft  time  I  ever  was  in  company 
•with  the  Earl  of  Wharton  ;  he  received  me  with 
iuificicnt  coldnefs,  and  anfwered  the  requeft  I  made 
in- behalf  of  the  clergy  with  very  poor  and  lame  ex* 
cufts,  which  amounted  to  a  refufal.  I  complained 
of  this  ufage  to  Lord  Sommers,  who  would  needs 
bring  us  together  to  his  houfe,  and  prefent  me  to- 
him  ;  where  he  received  me  as  dryly  as  before. 

It  was  every  body's  opinion,  that  the  Earl  of 
"Wharton  would  endeavour,  when  he  w*ent  to  Ire- 
land, to  take  off  the  teft,  as  a  ftep  to  have  it  taken 
off  here:  Upon  which  I  drew  up  and  printed  a 
pamphlet,  by  way  of  a  letter  from  a  member  of 
parliament  here,  Shewing  the  danger  to  the  church 
by  fucli  an-  intent.  Although  I  took  all  care  to  be 
private,  yet  the  Lieutenant's  chaplain,  and  fome  o- 
thers,  gueffcd  me  to  be  the  author,  and  told  his 
Excellency  their  fufpicions  ;  whereupon  I  faw  him 
no  more  until  !  went  to  Ireland.  At  my  taking 
kave  of  Lord  Sommers,  he  deiired  I  would  carry  a 
letter  from  him  to  the  Earl  of  Wharton,  which  I 
ablblutely  refufecl  •,  yet  lie  ordered  it  to  be  left  at 
xr.y  lodgings,  I  itaid  fome  months  in  Leicefter- 
ihiie  ;  went  to  Ireland  ;  and,  immediately  upon 
iuy  landing,  retired  to  my  cour>try-pariih,  without 
feeing  the  Lieutenant,  or  any  other  perfon  ;  refolv- 
ing  to  fend  him  Lord  Sommers's  letter  by  the  poft. 
But,  being  called  up  to  town,  by  the  inceflant  en- 
treaties 
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treaties  of  my  friends,  I  went  and  delivered  my  let- 
ter, and  immediately  withdrew,  During  the  great- 
eft  part  of  his  government,  I  lived  in  the  country, 
favr  the  Lieutenanant  very  feldom  when  I  came  to 
town,  nor  ever  entered  into  the  leaft  degree  of 
confidence  with  him,  or  his  friends,  except  his  fc- 
eretary  Mr.  Addifon,  who  had  been  my  old  and 
intimate  acquaintance. 

Upon  the  news  of  great  changes  here,  he  afFcct- 
ed  very  much  to  carefs  me,  which  I  underftood 
well  enough  to  have  been  an  old  practice  with 
him,  in  order  to  render  men  odious  to  the  church- 
party. 

I  mentioned  thefe  infignificant  particulars,  as  it 
will  be  eafily  judged,  for  fome  reafons  that  arc 
purely  perfonal  to  myfelf ;  it  having  been  objected 
by  feveral  of  thofe  poor  pamphleteers,  who  have 
blotted  fo  much  paper  to  fnew  their  malice  againlV 
me,  that  I  wss  a>  favourer  of  the  low-party.  Where- 
as it  hath  been  manifeft  to  all  men,  that,  during, 
the  higheft  dominion  of  that  faction,  1  had  pub- 
lifhed  ieveral  tracts  in  oppolition  to  the  meafures" 
then  taken  :  For  inftance,  A  Project  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Manners,  in  a  letter  to  the'Countef* 
of  Berkeley  ;  the  fendments  of  a  church  of  England 
man  ;  an  argument  againft  abolifhing  Chriftianity  • .. 
and,  laftly,  a  letter  to  a  member  of  parliament  a* 
gainft  taking  off  the  teft  in  Ireland,  which  I  have 
already  mentioned  to  have  been  published  at  the 
time  the  Earl  of  Wharton  was  fetting  out  to  his 
government  of  that  kingdom.  But  thole  who  arc 
loud  and  violent  in  coffeehoufes,  although  general- 
ly they  do  a  caufe  more  hurt  than  good,  yet  will 
feldom  allow  any  other  merit  ;  and  it  is  not  to 
fuch  as  thefe  that  I  attempt  to  vindicate  myfelf. 

About  the  end  of  Auguit  1710,  I  went  for  Eng- 
land, at  the  defire,  and  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Archbifhops  and  Bifhops  of  that  kingdom  -T  under 
whofe  hands  I  had  a  comrnifilqn  to  lollicit,  in  con- 
junction 
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junction  with  two  bifhops  who  were  then  in  Lon- 
don, the  firft-fruits  and  twentieths  to  the  clergy, 
which  had  been  many  years  folicited  in  vain.  Upon 
rny  arrival  in  town,  I  found  the  two  bifhops  were 
gone  into  the  country  ;  whereupon  I  got  myfelf  in- 
troduced to  Mr.  Harley,  who  was  then  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer,  and  acted  as  firft  minifter.  He 
received  me  with  great  kindnefs  ;  told  me  that  he 
and  his  friends  had  long  expected  my  arrival ;  and, 
upon  {hewing  my  commiffion,  immediately  under- 
took to  perform  it,  which  he  accordingly  did  in  lefs 
than  three  weeks,  having  fettled  it  at  five  meetings 
with  the  Queen,  according  to  a  fcheme  I  offered 
him,  and  got  me  the  Queen's  promife  for  a  further 
and  more  important  favour  to  the  clergy  of  Ire- 
land ;  which  the  bifliops  there,  deceived  by  mifm- 
formation,  not  worth  mentioning  in  this  paper,  pre- 
-f  en  ted  me  from  bringing  to  a  good  iiTue. 

When  the  affair  of  the  firft-fruits  was  fully  dif- 
patched,  I  returned  my  humble  thanks  to  Mr.  Har- 
ley, in  the  name  of  the  clergy  of  Ireland,  and  of 
my  own,  and  offered  to  take  my  leave,  as  intend- 
ing immediately  to  return  to  that  kingdom.  M^. 
Harley  told  me,  he  and  his  friends  knew  very  well 
what  ufeful  things  I  had  written  againft  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  late  difcarded  faction  ;  and,  that  my 
perlbnal  efteem  for  feveral  among  them,  would  not 
make  me  a  favourer  of  their  caufe :  That  there 
was  now  entirely  a  new  fcene  :  That  the  Queen  was 
refolved  to  employ  none  but  thofe  who  were  friends 
to  the  conftitution  of  church  and  ftate  :  That  their 
great  difficulty  lay  in  the  want  of  fome  good  pen, 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  raifed  in  the  people,  to  afiert 
the  principles,  and  juftify  the  proceedings  of  the 
new  minifters.  *  Upon  that  fubj eft  he  fell  into  fotr.e 
perfonal  civilities  y  which  will  not  become  me  to  repeat* 

» 

*  Thefe  words  printed  in  Italics  are  erafed  in  the  original,  per- 
haps to  avoid  the  imputation  of  vanity, 

He 
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He  added,  That  this  province  was  in  the  hands  of 
feveral  perfons,  among  whom  fome  were  too  buly, 
and  others  too  idle,  to  purfue  it;  and  concluded, 
that  it  fhould  be  his  particular  care  to  efUblilh  me 
here  in  England,  and  reprefent  me  to  the  Queen 
as  a  perfon  they  could  not  be  without. 

I  promifed  to  do  my  endeavours  in  that  way  for 
fome  few  months  ;  to  which  he  replied,  He  expect- 
ed no  more  ;  and  that  he  had  other  and  greater 
occafions  for  me, 

Upon  the  rife  of  this  Mioiftry,  the  principal 
perfons  in  power  thought  it  necefTivy  that  fome 
weekly  paper  fliould  be  published,  with  juft  reflec- 
tions upon  former  proceeding?,  arid  defending  the 
prefent  meafures  of  her  Majtrly.  This  was  begun 
about  the  time  of  the  Lord  Godolphin's  removal, 
under  the  name  of  the  Examiner.  About  a  dozen 
of  thefe  papers,  written  with  much  fpirit  and  fharp- 
nefs,  fome  by  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  iince  Lorel 
Bolingbroke  ;  others  by  Dr,  Auerbury,  fince  Bi- 
fhop  of  Rochefter;  and  others  again  by  Mr  Prior, 
Doctor  Friend.  &c.  were  publiilbed  v/ith  great  ap- 
plaufe.  But  thefe  gentlemen  grown  weary  of  the 
work,  or  otherwife  employed,  the  determination 
was,  that  I  fliould  continue  ir,  which  I  did  accord- 
ingly about  eight  months.  But  my  ftile  being  foon 
discovered,  and  having  contracted  a  great  number 
of  enemies,  I  let  it  fall  into  other  hands,  who  he'd 
it  up  in  fome  manner  until  her  Majefty's  death. 

It  was  Mr.  Harley's  cuftom,  every  Saturday,  that 
four  or  five  of  his  moft  intimate  friends,  among 
thofe  he  had  taken  in  upon  the  great  change  made 
at  court,  fliould  dine  at  his  houfe  ;  and,  after  a- 
bout  two  month's  acquaintance,  I  had  the  honour 
always  to  be  one  of  the  number.  This  company,, 
at  firft,  conilfted  only  of  the  Lord  keeper  Har- 
court,  the  Earl  Rivers,  the  Earl  of  Peterborow, 
Mr.  Secretary  St.  John,  and  myfelf :  And  here, 
after  dinner,  they  ufed  to  difcourfe,  and  fettle  mat- 
ters 
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ters  of  great  importance.  Several  other  Lords 
were  afterwards,  by  degrees,  admitted  ;  as,  the 
Dukes  of  Orrnond,  Shrewibury,  and  Argyle;  the 

Earls  of  A — —  y,  D.*rtMOtith,    and   P t  ;   the 

Lord  B y,  &c.  Thsfe  meetings  we  always  con- 
tinued, ex  cpc  when  ihe  Queen  was  at  Windfor  ; 
but,  as  thtfy  grew  more  numerous,  became  of  lefs 
confequence  ;  and  ended  only  in  drinking  and  ge- 
neral converfaiion  ;  of  which  I  may,  perhaps,  have 
occafion  to  fpeak  hereafter. 

My  early  appearance  at  thcfe  meetings,  which 
many  thought  to  be  of  greater  confequence  than 
really  they  were,  could  not  be  concealed,  although 
I  ufed  all  my  endeavours  to  that  purpofe.  This 
gave  the  occafion  to  fomc  great  men,  who  thought 
me  already  in  the  fee  ret,  to  complain  to  me  of  the 
fufpicions  entertained  by  many  of  our  friends  in 
relation  to  Mr.  Harley,  even  before  he  was  Lord 
Treafurer  ;  fo  early  -were  fown  thofe  feeds  of  dif- 
content,  which  afterwards  grew  up  fo  high.  The 
tatife  of  their  complaint  was,  That  fo  great  a  num- 
ber of  the  adverfe  party  continued  in  employment  y. 
and  fome  particularly  the  Duke  of  Somerfet  and 
Eirl  of  Cholmondely,  in  great  ftations  at  court. 
They  could  not  believe  Mr.  Harley  was  in  earned  ; 
but  that  he  defined  to  conftuute  a  motlv  compre- 

O  ^  i 

henfive  adminiflration,  which  they  faid  the  king- 
dom  would  never  endure.  I  was  once  invited  to  a 
meeting  of  fome  Lords  and  gentlemen,  where  thefe 
grievances  were  at  large  related  to  me,  with  an  e.ir- 
iieft  deiire  that  I  would  repreient  them  in  the  moil 
refpe&ful  manner  to  Mr.  Harley,  upon  a  fuppoii- 
tion  that  I  was  in  high  credit  with  him.  I  excufed 
myfelf  from  fuch  an  office  upon  the  newnefs  of  my 
acquaintance  with  Mr.  Harley  ;  however,  I  repre- 
fented  the  matter  fairly  to  him  ;  againil  which  he 
argued  a  good  deal,  from  the  general  reafons  of 
politicians;  the  neceflity  of  keeping  men  in  hopes, 
the  danger  of  difobliging  thofe  who  irsuft  remain 

unpro* 
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unprovided  for,  and  the  like  ufual  topics  among 
ftatefmen.  But  there  was  a  fccret  in  this  matter, 
which  neither  I,  nor  indeed  any  of  his  mod  inti- 
mate friends,  were  then  apprifed  of;  neither  did 
he,  at  that  time,  enter  with  me  farther  than  to  af- 
fure  me  very  folemnly,  That  no  perfon  fhould  have 
the  fmalleft  employment,  cither  civil  or  military, 
whofe  principles  were  not  firm  for  the  church  and 
monarchy. 

However,    thefe  over  moderate  proceedings   in 
the  court,  gave   rife   to   a  party  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  appeared  r^der  the  name  of  the. 
October-club;  a  faataftic  appellation,  found  out  to  dif- 
tinguifh  a  number  of  country  gentlemen,  and  their 
adherents,    who    profeiTcd   in   the   greateft   degree 
\vliat  was  called  the  High  church  principle.     They 
grew  in  number  to  almoft  a  third  part  of  the  houfe, 
held  their  meetings  at  certain  times  and  places,  and 
there  concerted  what  meafures  they  were  to  take  in 
parliament.     They  profclTed  their  jealoufy  of  the 
court  and  ministry  ;  declared,  upon   all  occaiions, 
their  deilre  of  a  more  general  change,  as  well  as  of 
a  ftrict  inquiry  into   former  mifmanagement ;  and 
feemed  to  expect,  that  thofe  in  power  Ihould  open- 
ly avow  the  old  principles  in  church  and  ftate.     I 
was  then  of  opinion,   and  ftill  continue  fo,  that  if 
this  body  of  men  could  have  remained  fome  time 
united,  they  would  have  put  the  crown  under  a  ne- 
ceffity  of  acting  in   a  more   fteady  and   ftrenuous 
manner.     But  Mr.  Harley,  who  beft  knew  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Queen,  was  forced  to  break  their 
meafures  ;  which  he  did  by  that  very  obvious  con- 
trivance of  dividing  them  among  themfelyes,  and 
rendering  them  jealous  of  each  other.     The  mini- 
flers  gave  every  where  out,   that   the  October-club 
were  their  friends,  and  acted   by  their  directions  ; 
to  confirm   which,    Mr.   Secretary   bt.  John,   and 
Mr    B ,   afterwards   Chancellor   of  the  Exche- 
quer, publicly  dined  with  them  at  one  of"  iheir  meet- 
ings. 
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ings.  Thus  were  eluded  all  the  confequenceS  of 
that  aflembly  ;  although  a  remnant  of  them,  who 
conceived  themfelves  betrayed  by  the  reft,  did  after- 
wards meet  under  the  denomination  of  the  March- 
club;  but  without  -any  effect. 

The  parliament,  which  then  rofe,  had  been  cho- 
fen  without  any  endeavours  from  the  court,  to  fe- 
cure  elections ;  neither,  as  I  remember,  were   any 
of  the  lieutenancies  changed  throughout  the  king- 
dom.    For  the  trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverel  had  raifed, 
or  difcovered,   fuch  a  fpirit  in  all  parts,  that  the 
rninifters    could   ver^rfafely   leave   the   electors   to 
themfelves,  and  thereby  gain  the  reputation  of  act- 
ing by  a  free  parliament.    Yet  this  proceeding  was, 
by  fome  refiners  of  both  parties,  numbered  among 
the  drains  of  Mr.  Harley's  politics,  who  was   faid 
-to  avoid  an  over- great  majority,  which  is  apt  to  be 
unruly,  and  not  enough  under  the  management  of 
a  miniftry.     But,  from  the  fmall  experience  I  have 
of  courts,  I  have  ever  found  refinements  to  be  the 
\vorft  fort  of  all  conjectures  ;  and  from  this  one  occa- 
iion  I  take  leave  to  obferve,  that  of  fome  hundreds 
of  facts,  for  the  real  truth  of  which  I  can  account, 
I  never  yet  knew  any  refiner  to  be  once  in  the  right. 
I  have  already  told,   that   the   true  reafon  why  the 
court  did  not  interpofe  in  matter  of  elections,  was, 
becaufe  they  thought  themfelves  fure  of  a  majority, 
and  therefore  could  acquire  reputation  at  a  cheap 
rate.     Be  fides,  it  afterwards  appeared  upon  fome 
exigencies,    which  the   court  had   much   at  heart, 
that  they  were  more  than  once  like  to  fail  for  want 
of  numbers.     Mr.  Hai  ley,  in  order  to   give  credit 
to  his  adminiftration,  refolved  upon   two  very  im- 
portant points  ;  fir/I,  to  fee u re  the  unprovided  debts 
of  the  nation  ;   and,  fecondly,  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war.     Of   the  methods  he  rock  to  compais  both 
thofe  ends,  I  hdive .treated  at  large  in  another  work: 
I  ihall  only  obferve,  that  while  .he  was  preparing  co 
to  the  Houie  of  Comaious  his  fcheme  for  ie- 
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curing  the  public  debts,  he  was  {tabbed  by  the  Mar- 
quis de  Guifcard,  while  he  was  fitting  in  the  coun- 
cil-chamber at  the  Cockpit,  with  a  committee  of 
nine  or  ten  Lords  of  the  cabinet,  met  on  purpofe 
to  examine  the  Marquis,  upon  a  difcovery  of  a 
treafonable  correfpqndencc  he  held  with  France. 

This  fact  was  fo  uncommon  in  the  manner  and 
circumftances  of  it,  that  although  it  be  pretty  well 
known  at  the  time  I  am  now  writing,  by  a  printed 
account,  toward  which  I  furnifhed  the  author  with, 
fome  materials.,  yet  I  thought  it  would  not  be  pro- 
per wholly  to  omit  it  here.  The  affrffin  Was  feized 
by  Mr.  Harley's  order,  upon  the  eigth -of  March 
-1710-11;  and,  brought  before  the  committee  of 
Lords,  was  examined  about  his  correfponding  with 
France :  Upon  his  denial  Mr,  Harley  produced  a 
letter,  which  he  could  not  deny  to  be  his  own 
hand.  The  Marquis,  prepared  for  mifchief,  had 
conveyed  a  penknife  into  his  pocket,  while  the  mef- 
fenger  kept  him  attending  in  one  of  the  offices  be- 
low. Upon  the  furprife  of  his  letter  appearing  a- 
gai-nft  him,  he  came  fuddenly  behind  Mr.  Harley, 
and  reaching  his  arm  round,  {tabbed  that  minifter 
into  the  middle  of  the  bread,  about  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  above  the  cartilago  enfiformis  ;  the  penknife 
fhik:ng  upon  the  bone,  and  otherwife  obstructed 
by  a  thick  embroidered  waiftcoat,  broke  fhort  at 
the  handle,  which  Guifcard  (till  grafped  and  re- 
doubled his  blow.  The  confuiion  upon  this  acci- 
dent is  eafier  conceived  than  defcrib'ed  :  The  refute 
was,  that  the  Marquis,  whether  by  the  wounds  gi- 
ven him  by  fome  of  the  Lords,  or  the  bruifcs  he 
received  from  the  melTengers  while  they  were  feiz- 
ing  him,  or  the  neglect  of  his  furgeon  ;  or  that, 
being  unwilling  to  live,  he  induftrioufly  concealed 
one  of  his  wounds  j  he  died  in  a  few  days  after. 
But  Mr.  Harley,  after  a  long  illnefs,  and  fre- 
quent ill  fyniptoms,  had  the  good  fortune  to  re- 
cover. 

VOL,  XII.  C  Guifcard 
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Guifcard  was  the  younger  brother  of  the  Count 
of  that  name,  a  very  honourable  and  worthy  per- 
fon,  formerly  governor  of  Narnur.  But  this  Mar- 
quis was  a  reproach  to  his  family,  proftitute  in  his 
morals,  impious  in  religion,  and  a  traitor  to  his 
prince  :  As  to  the  red,  of  a  very  poor  underftand- 
ing,  and  the  moil  tedious,  trifling  talker,  I  ever 
converfed  with.  He  was  grown  needy  by  fquan- 
dering  upon  his  vices,  was  become  contemptible 
both  here  and  in  Holland,  his  regiment  taken  from 
him,  and  his  penfion  retrenched  ;  the  defpair  of 
which  firft  put  him  upon  his  French  correfpond- 
ence  ;  and  the  difcovery  of  that  drove  him  into 
rnadnefs.  I  had  known  him  fome  years ;  and,  meet- 
ing him  upon  the  Mall  a  few  hours  before  his  exa- 
mination, I  obferved  to  a  friend  then  with  me,  that 
I  wondered  to  fee  Guifcard  pafs  fo  often  by  without 
taking  notice  of  me.  But  although,  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  life,  his  countenance  grew  cloudy  e- 
nough,  yet  I  confefs  I  never  fufpe&ed  him  to  be  a 
man  of  refolution,  or  courage,  fufficient  to  bear 
him  out  in  fo  defperate  an  attempt. 

I  have  fome  very  good  reafons  to  know,  that  the 
firft  mifunderftanding  between  Mr.  Harley  and  Mr. 
J5t.  John,  which  afterwards  had  fuch  unhappy  con- 
fequences  upon  the  public  affairs,  took  its  rile  du- 
ring the  time  that  the  former  lay  ill  of  his  wounds, 
and  his  recovery  doubtful.  Mr.  St.  John  affected 
to  fay  in  feveral  companies,  that  Guifcard  intended 
the  blow  againft  him  j  which,  if  it  were  true,  the 
confequence  muft  be,  that  Mr.  St.  John  had  all  the 
merit,  while.  Mr.  Harley  remained  with  nothing 
but  the  danger  and  the  pain.  But  I  am  apt  to 
think,  that  Mr.  St.  John  was  either  miftaken  or 
misinformed  :  However,  the  matter  was  thus  re- 
prefented  in  the  weekly  paper  called  the  Examiner, 
which  Mr.  St.  John  pcruied  before  it  was  printed, 

but  made  no  alteration  in  that  pafiTage. 
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This  management  was  looked  upon,  at  leaft,  as  a 
piece  of  youthful  indifcretion  in  Mr.  St.  John  ;  and 
perhaps  was  reprefemed  in  a  worfe  view  to  Mr. 
"Harley  :  Neither  am  I  altogether  fare,  that  Mr.  St. 
John  did  not  entertain  fome  profpeft  of  fucceeding 
as  fir  ft  minifter,  in  caie  of  Mr.  Harley 's  death; 
which,  during  his  illnefs,  was  frequently  appre- 
hended. And,  I  remember  very  well,  that,  upon 
vifiting  Mr.  Harley,  as  foon  as  he  was  in  a  condi- 
tion to  be  feen,  I  foun.d  feveral  of  his  neareft  re- 
lations talk  very  freely  of  fome  proceedings  of  Mr. 
St.  John  j  enough  to  make  me  apprehend,  that 
their  friehdfhip  would  not  be  of  any  long  contimu-- 
Sface. 

Mr.  Harley,  foon  after  his  recovery,  was  made 
an  Earl,  and  Lord  Treafurer  ;  and  Lord  -&eepcr» 
a  Baron. 
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TT  A  V I N  G  written  the  following  hiftory  at 
-IX  Windfor,  in  the  happy  reign  of  her  Majefty 
Queen  Anne,  of  ever  glorious,  blelTed,  and  im- 
mortal memory  ;  I  refolved  to  publifh  it  for  the 
fatisfaction  of  my  fellow -fubjecls  in  the  year  1713  ; 
but  being  under  a  neceffity  of  going  to  Ireland,  to 
take  pofieffion  of  the  Deanry  of  St.  Patrick's, 
Dublin  ;  I  left  the  original  with  the  miniflers  ;  and 
having  {laid  in  that  kingdom  not  above  a  fortnight, 
I  found  at  rny  return,  that  my  Lord  Treafurcr 
Oxford,  and  the  Secretary  my  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
•who  were  then  unhappily  upon  very  ill  terms  with 
each  other,  could  not  agree  upon  publifhing  it, 
without  Come  alterations  which  I  would  not  fubmit 
to.  Whereupon  I  kept  it  by  me  until  her  Ma- 
jefty's  death,  which  happened  about  a  year  after. 

I  have 
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I  have  ever  fince  preferved  the  original  very 
fafely  ;  too  well  knowing  what  a  turn  the 
world  would  take  upon  the  German  family's  fuc- 
ceeding  to  the  crown  ;  which  indeed  was  their  un- 
doubted right,  having  been  eftablifhed  folemnly  by 
the  aft  of  an  undifputed  parliament,  brought  into 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Harley*  who  was 
then  fpeaker. 

But,  as  I  have  faid  in  another  difcourfe,  it  was; 
Very  well  underflood  fome  years  before  hei'  Ma- 
jefty's  death,  how  the  new  King  would  act  imme- 
diately upon  his  entrance  in  the  choice  of  thofe 
(and  thofe  alone)  whom  he  refolved  to  truft  ?  and 
confequently  what  reports  would  indufrricmily  be 
raifed  as  well  as  fpread,  to  expofe  the  proceedings 
of  her  Majefty  herfelf,  as  well  as  of  her  fervants  5 
who  have  been  ever  fiiKe  blafled  as  enemies  to 
the  prefent  eftablifhment,  by  the  molt  ignorant 
and  malicious  among  mankind. 

Therefore,  as  it  was  my  lot  to  have  been  daily 
converfant  with  the  perfons  then  in  power  ;  never 
abfent  in  times  of  bufinefs  or  converfation,  until  a 
few  weeks  before  her  Majefry's  death  ;  and  a  wit- 
nefs  of  almoft  every  ftep  they  made  in  the  courfe , 
of  their  adminiftration  ;  I  muft  have  been  very  un- 
fortunate not  to  be  better  informed  than,  thofe  mi-, 
ferable  pamphleteers,  or  their  patrons  could  pre° 
tend  to.  At  the  fame  time,  I  freely  confeTs,-  it 
appeared  neceflUry  as  well  as  natural,  upon  fuch  a 
mighty  change  as  the  death  of  a  Sovereign, that  thofe 
tvho  were  to  be  in  power  upon  the  fucceilion,  and 
refolved  to  a\ft  in  every  part  by  a  direct  contrary 
fyftem  of  politics*  fhould  load  their  predeceiTor's 
with  as  much  infamy  as  the  moft  inveterate  ma- 
lice and  envy  could  fuggeft,  or  the  molt  fiupid 
ignorance  aad  credulity  in  their  underling  could 
fwallow. 

Therefore,  as  I  pretend  to  write  with  the  utmoft 
impartiality,  the  following  hifiory  of  the  four  laft: 

C  3 
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years  of  herMajefty's  reign,  in  order  to  undeceive 
prejudiced  perfons  at  prefent,  as  well  as  pofterity ; 
I  am  perfuaded  in  my  own  mind,  as  likewife  by  the 
advice  of  my  oldeft  and  wifeft  friends,  that  I  am 
doing  my  duty  to  God  and  man,  by  endeavouring 
to  ftt  future  ages  right  in  their  judgement  of  that 
happy  reign  ;  and,  as  a  faithful  hiftorian,  I  can- 
not fuffer  falfehoods  to  run  on  any  longer,  not  on- 
ly againft  all  appearance  of  truth  as  well  as  proba- 
bility* but  even  againft  thofe  happy  events,  which 
owe  their  fuccefs  to  the  very  meafures  then  fixed  in 
the  general  peace. 

The  materials  for  this  hiftory,  befides  what  I 
have  already  mentioned,  I  mean  the  confidence 
repofed  in  me  for  thoie  four  years,  by  the  chief 
perfons  in  power,  were  extracted  out  of  many 
hundred  letters,  written  by  our  ambaiTtdors  a- 
broad,  and  from  the  anfwers  as  well  as  milructions 
fent  them  by  our  Secretaries  of  State,  or  by  the 
firft  minifter  the  Earl  of  Oxford.  The  former 
were  all  originals,  and  the  latter  copies  entered  into 
books  in  the  Secretary's  ofnce,  out  of  both  which 
I  collected  all  that  I  thought  convenient ;  not  to 
mention  feveral  memorials  given  me  by  the  minl- 
ifters  at  home.  Further,  I  was  a  conftant  witnefs 
and  obferver  of  all  that  paued,  and  entered  every 
particular  of  any  confequence  upon  paper. 

I  was  fo  far  from  having  any  obligation  to  the 
crown,  that,  on  the  contrary,,  her  Majefty  iflued  a 
proclamation,  offering.  300  1.  to  any  perfon  who 
would  discover  the  author  of  a  certain  ihort  trea.- 
tife  *f  which  the  Queen  well  knew  to  have  been 
written  by  me.  I  never  received  one  (hilling  from 
the  minifter,  or  any  other  prefent,  except  that  of 
a  few  books ;  nor  did  I  want  their  afliftance  tofup- 
port  me.  I  very  often  dined  indeed  with  the  Trea- 
iurer  and  Secretary;  but,  in  thofe  days,  that  was 

*  Public  Spirit  of  the  Whigs,, 
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not  reckoned  a  bribe,  whatever  it  may  have  been 
at  any  time  fince.  I  abfolutely  refufed  to  be  chap- 
lain to  the  Lord  Treafurer;  becaufe  I  thought  it 
would  ill  become  me  to  be  in  a  flate  of  depen- 
dence. 

I  fay  this  to  fliew,  that  I  had  no  other  bias  than 
my  own  opinion  of  perfons  and  affairs.  I  preferv- 
ed  feveral  of  the  oppolite  party  in  their  employ- 
ments, who  were  perfons  of  wit  and  learning,  par- 
ticularly Mr  Addifon  and  Mr.  Congrevc,  neither  of 
whom  were  ever  in  any  danger  from  the  Treafurer, 
who  much  efteemed  them  both;  and,  by  his  Lord- 
ihip's  commands,  I  brought  the  latter  to  dine  with 
him.  Mr.  Steele  might  have  been  iafe  enough,  if 
his  continually  repeated  indifcretions,  and  a  zeal 
mingled  with  fcurrilities,  had  not  forfeited  all  title 
to  lenity. 

I  know  very  well  the  numberlefs  prejudices  of 
weak  and  deceived  people,  as  well  as  the  malice  of 
thofe  who,  to  ferve  their  own  intereft  or  ambition, 
have  caft  off  all  religion,  morality,  juftice,  and 
common  decency.  However,  although  perhaps  I 
may  not  be  believed  in  the  prelent  age,  yet  I  hope 
to  be  fo  in  the  next,  by  all  who  will  bear  any 
regard  for  the  honour  and  liberty  of  England,  if 
either  of  thefe  {hall  then  fur.fi.ft  or  not. 

I  have  no  intereft  or  inclination,  to  palliate  the 
miftakes,  omiffions,  or  want  of  fteadinefs,  or  un- 
happy mifunderftandings  among  a  few  of  thofe  who 
then  prelided  in  affairs. 

Nothing  is  more  common  than  the  virulence  of 
fuperficial  and  ill  informed  writers,  againft  the 
conduct  of  thofe  who  are  now  called  Prime  M mi- 
lters :  Aad.  fince  factions  appear  at  prefent  to  be  at 
a  greater  height  than  in  any  former  times,  altho', 
perhaps,  not  fo  equally  poized;  it  may  probably 
concern  thofe  who  are  now  in  their  height,  if  they 
have  any  regard  for  their  own  memories  in  future 
ages,,  to  be  lels  warm  againft  others  who  humbly 

differ 
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differ  from  them  in  fome  (late-opinions.  Old  per- 
fons  remember  at  leaft  by  tradition,  the  horrible 
prejudices  that  prevailed  againft  the  firft  Earl  of 
Clarendon,  whofe  character,  as  it  now  ftands, 
might  be  a  pattern  for  all  minifters;  although  even 
Bifliop  Burnet  of  Sarum,  whofe  principles,  vera- 
cicity,  and  manner  of  writing,  are  fo  little  efteem- 
ed  upon  many  accounts,  hath  been  at  the  pains  to 
vindicate  him. 

Upon  that  irreparable  breach  between  the  Trea- 
furer  and  Secretary  Bolingbroke,  after  my  utmoft 
endeavours,  for  above  two  years,  to  reconcile  them; 
I  retired  to  a  friend  in  Berkshire,  where  I  ftaid 
until  her  Majefty's  death  ;  and  then  immediately 
Returned  to  my  Nation  in  Dublin,  where  I  conti- 
nued about  twelve  years  without  once  feeing  Eng- 
land. I  there  often  reviewed  the  following  me- 
moirs ;  neither  changing  nor  adding,  further  than 
by  correcting  the  ftyle  :  And,  if  I  have  been  guil- 
ty of  any  miftakes,  they  muft  be  of  fmall  moment 
Sfor  it  was  hardly  pofftble  I  could  be  wrong  inform- 
ed, with  all  the  advantages  I  have  already  men- 
tioned. 

I  {hall  not  be  very  uneafy  under  the  obloquy 
that  may  perhaps,  be  caft  upon  me  by  the  violent 
leaders  and  followers  of  the  prefent  prevailing 
party,  And,  yet,  I  cannot  find  the  leaffc  incon- 
ilftence  with  confcience  or  honour,  upon  the  death 
of  fo  excellent  a  Princefs  as  her  late  Majefty, 
for  a  wife  and  good  man  to  fubmit,  with  a  true 
and  loyal  heart,  to  her  lawful  FrotefUnt  fucceflbr  : 
Whofe  hereditary  title  was  confirmed  by  the 
Queen  and  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  with  the 
jgreateft  unanimity,  afier  it  had  been  made  an  ar- 
ticle in  the  treaty,  that  every  Prince  in  our  alli- 
ance fhould  be  a  guarantee  of  that  fucceffion. 
Nay,  I  will  venture  to  go  one  flep  farther  ;  that, 
if  the  negotiators  cf  that  peace  had  been  chofen 

out 
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out  of  the  moft  profeiTecV  zealots  for  the  interefts 
of  the  Hanover  family,  they  could  not  have  bound 
up  the  French  King,  or  the  Hollanders,  more 
firiftly  than  the  Queen's  plenipotentiaries  did  in 
confirming  the  prelent  fucceffion  ;  which  was  in 
them  fo  much  a  greater  mark  of  virtue  and  loy- 
alty, becaufe  they  perfectly  well  knew,  that  they 
fhould  never  receive  the  leaft  mark  of  favour, 
when  the  fucceffion  had  taken  place. 
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Into  the  BEHAVIOUR  of  the 

QUEEN's    LAST  MINISTRY, 

With  Relation  to  their 


QUARRELS  among  themfelves,  and  the  de- 
fign  charged  upon  them  of  altering  the 
fucceifion  of  the  Crown. 

JUNE,  MEK:CXV» 


the  death  of  the  Queen,  it  was  reafbnable 
enough  for  me  to  conclude  that  I  had  done 
with  all  public  affairs  and  fpeculations  :  Befides,  the 
fcene  and  ftation  I  am  in  have  reduced  my  'houghts 
into  a  narrow  compafs  :  And  being  wholly  ex- 
cluded from  any  view  of  favour  under  the  prefent 
administration,  upon  that  invincible  reafon  of  hav- 
ing been  in  fame  degree  of  truft  and  confidence 
with  the  former  :  I  have  not  found  the  transition 
very  difficult  into  a  private  life,  for  which  I  am 
better  qualified  both  by  nature  and  education. 

The- 
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The  reading   and  inquiring  after  news  not  being 
one  of  my  diveriions,  having  always  difliked  a  mix-' 
edand  general  converfation,  which,  however  it  fell 
to  my  lot,  is  now  in  my  power  to  avoid  ;  and  being 
placed  by  the  duties  of  my  function    at  a  great  di- ' 
•fiance  from  the  feat  of   bulinefs  ;  I  am   altogether 
ignorant  of  many  common  events  which  happen  in 
the  world  :   Only,  from  the  little  I  know  and  hear, 
it   is    manifeft    that  the    hearts   of   moft  men  are 
filled    with   doubts,    fears,  and  jealouiles,  or  elfe 
with  hatred  and  rage,   to  a  degree  that  there  feems 
to  be   an   amicable  commerce   between   people  of 
different    parties :  and    what    the  confequences   of 
this  may   be,  let  thofe  confider  who   have  contri- 
buted to  the   caufes  ;  which,  I   thank  God,  is  no 
concern  of  mine. 

There. are  two  points,  with  reference  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  lateminiftry,  much  iniifted  on,  and  little 
underftood  by  thofe  who  write  or  talk  upon  that 
fubject  ;  wherein  I  am  fufficiently  qualified  to  give 
fatisfaclion  ;  and  would  gladly  do  it,  becaufe  I  fee 
very  much  weight  laid  upon  each,  and  moft  mens 
opinions  of  perfons  and  things  regulated  accord- 
ingly. 

About  two  months  before  the  Queen's  death, 
having  loft  all  hopes  of  any  reconcilement  between 
the  Treasurer  and  the  reft  of  the  miniftry,  I  re- 
tired into  the  country,  to  await  the  iflue  of  that 
conflict,  which  endtd,  as  every  one  had  reafon  to 
forefee,  in  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  dif grace  ;  to  whom 
the  Lord  Bolingbroke  immediately  fucceeded  as- 
firft  minifter:  And  I  was  told,  that  an  Earldom 
-and  the  Garter  were  intended  for  him  in  a  fort- 
night, and  the  Treafurer's  itaff  againft  the  next 
feflion  of  parliament;  of  which  I  can  fay  nothing 
'Certain,  being  then  in  Berkfhire,  and  receiving  this 
account  from  fome  of  his  friends  ;  but  all  thefe 
fchemes  became  icon  abortive,  by  the  death  of  the 
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CKieen,  which  happened  in  three  days  after    the 
Earl  of  Oxford's  removal. 

Upon  this  great  event,  I  took  the  firft  opportu- 
nity of  withdrawing  to  my  place  of  reiidence  ;  and 
rejoiced  as  much  as  any  man  for  his  Majefty's  quiet 
acccffion  to  the  throne,  to  which  I   then  thought, 
and   it  has   iince    appeared  indifputable,  that  the 
peace   procured    by  the  late  miniftry   had,  among 
other    good    effects,    been    highly     instrumental. 
And,  I  thank  God,  I  have  been  ever  fince  a  loyal 
humble  fpectator,  during  all  the  changes  that  have 
happened,  although  it    were  no  fecret  to  any  man 
of  common    fagaciry,   that   his    prefect    Majefty's 
choice  of  his  fervants,  whenever  he   fhould  hap- 
pen to  fucceed,  would  be   determined  to  thofe  who 
moil  oppofed  the   proceeding   during  the  four  la  ft 
years    of  his  predeceftbr's   reign  :     And,  I   think, 
there  hath    not   fince   happened   one  particular  of 
any  moment,  which  the    minifters    did   not    often 
mention  at  their   tables,  as  what  they  certainly  ex- 
pected, from  the  difpofitions  of   the   court  at  Ha- 
iiover,  in    conjunction   with    the  party    at    home, 
which,  upon    all    occalions,    publicly    difapproved 
their  proceeding?,   excepting   only  the  attainder  cf 
the  Duke    of   Ormpnd ;    which,  indeed,    neither 
they  nor  I,   nor,    L  believe,  any  one  perfon  in    the 
three  kingdoms,  did  ever  pretend  to  forefee  ;  and, 
now  that  it  is  done,   it  looks  like  a  dream  to  thofc, 
who  will  consider   the    nobknefs   of  his  birth,  the 
great   merits   cf   his   anceftors,  and  his   own  ;  his 
long    unfpotted    loyalty,  his  affability,    generofity, 
and   iweetnefs   of  nature.     I  knew   him  long   and 
well,  and,    excepting   the    frailties   of  his   youf.h, 
which  had  been  for  fome  years  over,  and  that  eaii- 
nefs  of  temper,  which  did   fomeiimes  lend  him  to 
follow  the  judgement  of  thofe  who   had,  by  many 
degrees,  lels   underftanding    than   himfelf  ;  I  have 
not  converfed    with   a  more    faultlefs    perfon;    o£ 
gieat  jufticc  and  charity  j   a  true  fenfe  of  religion, 

without 
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without  oftentation  ;  of  undoubted  valour,  tho^ 
roughly  {killed  in  his  trade  of  a  foldier  ;  a  quick 
and  ready  apprehenfion,  with  a  good  fliare  of  un- 
derftanding,  and  a  general  knowledge  in  men  and 
hiftory,  although  under  forne  difadvantage  by  an, 
invincible  modefty,  which  however  could  not  but 
render  him  yet  more  amiable  to  thofc  who  had  the 
honour  and  happinefs  of  being  thoroughly  ac- 
quainted with  him.  This  is  a  iliort  imperfeci  cha* 
racier  of  that  great  perfon  the  Duke  of  Ormond, 
who  is  now  attainted  for  high  treafon  ;  and,  there- 
fore, I  (hall  not  prefume  to  offer  one  iyilable  in  his 
vindication,  upon  that  head,  againft  the  decifion  of 
a  parliament.  Yet  this,  I  think,  may  be  allowed 
me  to, believe,  or  at  lead  to  hope,  that  when,  by 
the  direct  and  repeated  commands  of  the  Queen, 
his  miftrefs,  he  committed  thofe  faults  for  which 
he  hath  now  forfeited  his  country,  his  titles,  and 
his  fortune ;  he  no  more  conceived  himfelf  to  be 
acting  high  treafon,  than  he  did  when  he  was 
wounded  and  a  priibner  at  London,  for  his  fove- 
reign  King  William,  or  when  he  took  and  burned 
the  enemv's  lleet  at  Vi#o. 

^  O 

Upon  this  occaiion,  although  I  am  fenfible  it  is 
an  old  precept  of  vvifdom,  to  admire  at  nothing  in 
human  life,  yet  I  confider  at  the  fame  time,  how 
eafily  fome  men  arrive  to  the  practice  of  this  max- 
im, by  the  htlp  of  plain  ftupidity  or  ill- nature, 
without  any  ftrain  of  philofophy  ;  and,  although 
the  uncertainty  of  human  things  be  one  of  the 
moft  obvious  reflections  in  morality;  yet,  fuch  un- 
expected, fudden,  and  fignal  inftances  of  it,  as  have 
lately  happened  among  us,  are  fo  much  out  of  the 
ufual  form,  that  a  wife  man  may,  perhaps,  be  al- 
lowed to  Mart  and  look  afide,  as  at  a  fudden  and 
violent  clap  of  thunder,  which  is  much  more  fre- 
quent, and  more  natural. 

And  here  I  cannot  but  lament  my  own  particu- 
lar misfortune ;  who,  having  fingled  cut  three  per- 
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fons  from  among  the  reft  of  mankin^  on  xvliofc 
friendmip  and  protection  I  might  dej&nd  ;  vvhofe 
converfation   I   mo  ft  valued,  and  chiefly  confined 
myfeir  to  ;  fhould  live  to  fee  them   all,   within  the 
compafs  of  a  year,  accufed  of  high   treafon  ;  uvo 
of  them  attainted  and  in  exile,   and  the  third  under 
his  trial,   whereof  God  knows  uhat  may  be  the  if-- 
Sue.      As  my  own  heart  was  free  from  all  treafon -:>- 
bie  thoughts,  fo  I  did  little  imagine  myfcif  to   be 
perpetually  in  the   company  of  traitors.     But  z'/v 
fq/hifti  of  tli '3  T:or!J  pajjeib  away.     Having  already' 
laid  fo  me  thing  of    the  Duke  of  Ormond,  I  ihaii 
add  a  little  towards  the  characters  of  the  other  two. 
It  happens  to  very  few  men,  in  any  age  or  country, 
to  come  into  the  world  with  fo  many  advantages  of 
mture  and  fortune,  as  the  late  Secretary  Boling- 
broke :  Dcfcended  from  the   bdV  families  in  Kng- 
3and,  heir  to  a  great  patrimonial  efiate,  of  a  found 
conftitution,  and  a  moft  graceful,  amiable  petfbn  : 
But  all  thefe,  had  they  been  of  equal  value,  were 
infinitely  below,  in  degree,  to  the  accomplishments 
•OE  his  mind,  which  was  adorned  with  the  choiceft 
gifts  that  God  hath  yet  thought  fit  to  beftow  upon 
the  children  of  men  ;    a  ftrong  memory,    a  clear 
judgement,  a  vaft  range  of  wit  and  fancy,   a  tho- 
rough comprehension,  an  invincible  eloquence,  with 
a  moft  agreeable  elocution.    He  had  well  cultivated 
all  thefe  talents  by  travel  and  ftudy,  the  latter   of 
xvhich  he  feldom  omitted,  even  in  the  mid  ft  of  his 
pleafures,   of  which  he  had  indeed   been   too  great 
and  criminal  a  purfuer  :  For,  although  he  was  per- 
iuaded  to  leave  off  intemperance  in  wine,  which  he 
did  for  fome  time  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  feemed 
rather  abftemious  ;  yet  he  was  (aid  to  allow  himlclf 
other  liberties,  which  can  by  no  means  be  reconcil- 
ed to  religion  or  morals  ;  whereof  I  have  reafon  10 
believe,  he  began  to  be  feniible.     But  he  was  fond 
of  mixing  pleafure  and  bufinefs,  and  of  being  e- 
ftecmed  excellent  at  both  ;  upon  which  account  he 

had 
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had  a  great  refpecl  for  the  characters  oF  Alcibiades 
and  Petronius,  efpecially  the  Litters  whom  he  would 
cla-.1'  be  thought  to  referable.  His  detractors 

O  ^  o 

ch  .  ,jd  him  with  ibme  degree  of  a  fix/ft  uicn,  and., 
perhaps,  not  altogether  without  grounds;  iince  it 
\v  \s  hardly  poilible  for  a  young  man,  with  half  the 
h'iil'nej's  or  fhe  nation  upon  him,  and  the  appfkrate 
of  the  \vhoie,  to  efcape  fome  tincture  of  that  inlir- 
nv.ty.  He  had  been  early  bred  to  bulinds,  was  A 
molt  artful  negotiator,  and  perfectly  underflood  fo- 
reign affairs.  Bui  what  I  have  often  wondered  at 
in  a  man  of  his  temper,  was  his  prodigious  appli- 
cation, whcne\er  he  thought  it  necefi.irv  ;  fcr  ht; 

1  • 

would  plod  whole  days  and   nights,  like  the  lowtft 

clerk  in  an  office.  His  talent  of  fpeaking  in  publics 
for  which  he  was  fo  very  much  celebrated,  I  know- 
nothing  of,  except  from  the  informations  of  others; 
but  understanding  men,  of  both  parties,  have  ai' 
(bred  me,  that,  in  this  point,  in  their  memory  and 
judgment,  he  was  never  equalled. 

The  E?.rl  of  Oxford  is  a  perfon  of  as  much  vir- 
tue, as  can  poffibly  connft  with  the  love  of  power, 
and  his  love  of  power  is  no  greater  than  what  is 
common  to  men  of  his  fuperior  capacities;  neither 
did  any  man  ever  appear  to  value  it  leis,  after  he 
had  obtained  it,  or  exert  it  with  more  moderation, 
He  is  the  only  inftance  that  ever  fell  within  mv  me- 

j  » 

mory,  or  obfervation,  of  a  perfon  palling  from  a 
private  life  through  the  feveral  ilages  of  greatnefs, 
without  any  perceivable  impredion  upon  his  temper 
or  behaviour,  As  his  own  birth  was  illuftrious, 
being  defcended  from  the  heirs-gensral  of  the  Veres 
and  the  Mortimers,  fo  he  feemed  to  valuje  that  ac- 
cidental advantage  in  himfelf  and  others^  more  than 
it  coulJ  pretend  to  deferve.  He  abounded  in  good 
nature,  and  good  humour;  although  fubiect  to 
paiiion,  at  I  have  heard  it  aiHrmed  by  others,  and 
owned  by  himfelf;  which,  however,  he  kept  under 
the  ilrictrft  governmer.t,  till  towards  the  end  of  his 
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miniftry,  when  he  began  to  grow  foured,  and  to 
fufpect  his  friends  ;  and,  perhaps, -thought  it  not 
•worth  his  pains  to  manage  any  longer.  He  was  a 
great  favourer  of  men  of  wit  and  learning,  parti- 
cularly the  former,  v/hom  he  carefled  without  di- 
iUndtion  of  party,  and  could  not  endure  to  think 
that  any  of  them  fhould  be  his  enemies;  and  it  was 
his  good  fortune  that  none  of  them  ever  appeared 
to  be  fo  ;  at  leaft,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  libels 
and  pamphlets  publifhed  againft  him,  which  he  fre-. 
quently  read  by  way  of  amufement,  with  a  moft 
unaffected  indifference:  Neither  do  I  remember  ever 
to  have  endangered  his  good  opinion  fo  much,  as 
by  appearing  uneafy  when  the  dealers  in  that  kind 
of  writing  firft  began  to  pour  out  their  fcurrilities. 
againft  me  ;  which,  he  thought,  was  a  weakness 
altogether  inexcufable  in  a  man  of  virtue  and  libe- 
ral education.  He  had  the  greateft  variety  of 
knowledge  that  I  have  any  where  met  ;  was  a  per- 

ftct  mailer  of  the  learned  hnsua^es,  and  well  ikil-  i 

^? 
led  in  divinity.     He  had  a  prodigious  memory,  and 

a  moft  exact  judgement.  In  drawing  up  any  ftate- 
paper,  no  man  had  more  proper  thoughts,  or  put 
them  in  fo  ftrong  and  clear  a  light.  Although  his 
itile  was  not  always  cot  reel:,  which,  however,  he 
knew  how  to  mend  ;  yet,  often  to  fave  time,  he 
would  leave  the  fmaller  alterations  to  others.  I 
Lave  heard  that  he  fpoke  but  feldom  in  parliament* 
and  then  rather  with  art  than  eloquence  :  But  no 
man  equalled  him  in  the  knowledge  of  our  confti- 
tution  ;  the  reputation  whereof  made  him  be  cho-  • 
iea  fpeaker  10  three  fucceffive  parliaments  ;  which  I 
office  I  have  often  heard  his  enemies  allow  him  to  ,jj 
have  executed  \vith  univerfal  nnphufe  :  His  fagacity 
was  fuch,  that  I  could  produce  very  amazing  in- 
ihmces  of  it,  if  they  were  not  unieafonable..  la 
all  difficulties,  he  immediately  found  the  true  point 
that  was  to  be  puilued,  and  adhered  to  it  :  And 
one  or  two  others  in  the  mini  ft  ry  have  confefled 

very 
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very  often  to  me,  that,  after  having  condemned 
his  opinion,  they  found  him  in  the  right,  and  them- 
felves  in  the  wrong.  He  was  utterly  a  Granger  to 
fear  ;  and,  confequendy,  had  a  prefence  of  mind 
Upon  all  emergencies.  His  liberality,  and  contempt 
or  money,  were  fbch,  that  he  almoft  ruined  his- 
efhte  while  he  was  in  employment;  yet  his  avarice 
for  the  public  was  fo  great,  that  it  neither  cefliifled 
wkh  the  prefent  corruptions  of  the  age,  nor  the 
ejrcumttances  of  ths  time.  He  was  feldom  mifta- 
ken  in  his  judgment  of  men,  and  therefore  not  apt 
to  change  a  good  or  ill  opinion  by  the  reprefenta» 
tion  of  others  ;  except  toward  the  end  of  his  mi- 
ni ft-ry.  He  was  affable  and  courteous,  extremely 
eafy  and  agreeable  in  converfatiori,  and  altogether 
difengaged  ;  regular  in  his  life,  with  great  appear- 
ance of  piety  ;  nor  ever  guilty  of  any  expreiiioi:s- 
that  could  poffibly  tend  to  what  was  indecent  or 
profane.  His  imperfections  were,  at  lead,,  as  ob* 
vious,  although  not  fo  numerous  as  his  virtues.  He 
had  an  air  of  fecrecy  in  his  manner  and  counte- 
nance, by  no  means  proper  for  a  great  minifter,, 
becaufe  it  wa.ns  all  men  to  prepare  againft  it.  II sr 
often  gave  no  anfwer  at  all,  and  very  feidom  a  di- 
rect one:  And  I  the  rather  blame  this  referveclnrii 
of  temper,  becaufe  I  have  known  a  very  different 
practice  fucceed  much  better:,  of. •  which  j  among 
others,  the  late  Earl,  of  Sunderland,  and  the  pre- 
fent Lord  Sommcrs>  perfons  of  great  abilities,  zrs 
remarkable  inilances-;  who  ufed  to  talk  in  ib-frank 
a.  manner,  that  they  fcemed  to-difcover  the  bottom 
of  their  hearts,  and,  by  that  appearance  of  confi- 
dence, would  eafily  unlock  the  breaits  of  others. 
^»t  the  Earl  of  Oxford  pleads,  in  excufe  of  this 
cliarge,  that  he  hath  feldom  or  never  communicat- 
Ciiany  thing  which  was  of  importance  to  be  con- 
cealed, wherein  he  hath  not  been  deceived  by  the 
vanicy,  treachery,  or  indifcretion  of  thofe  he  dif- 
covered  it  to.  Another-  of  his  imperfections, 
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verfally  known  and  complained  of,   was   procrafti- 
nation,  or  delay;  which  was,  doubtlefs,  natural  to 
him,  although  he  often  bore  the  blame  without  the 
guilr,  and  when  the  remedy  was  not  in  his  power  ; 
for  never  \yere  prince  and  minifter  better  matched 
than  his  fovereign  and  he,  upon  that  article  :  And, 
therefore,  in  the  difpofal  of  employments,  wherein 
the  Queen  was  very  abiolute,  a  year  would  often 
pafs  before  they  could  come  to  a  determination.     I 
remember  he  was  likewife  heavily  charged  with  the 
common  court  vice,    of    promifing  very  liberally, 
and  feldom  performing  ;  of  which,  although  I  can- 
not altogether  acquit  him,  yet,  I  am  confident,  his 
intentions  were  generally  better  than  his  difappoint- 
ed  folicitors  would  believe.     It  may  be  likewife  faid 
of  him,  that  he  certainly  did  not  value,  or  did  not 
understand   the  art  of  acquiring   friends  ;    having 
made  very  few  during  the  time  of  his  power,  and 
contracted  a  great  number  of  enemies.     Some  of 
us  ufed  ro  obferve,  that  thofe  whom  he  talked  well 
of,  or  fuffered  to  be  often  near  him,  were  not  in  a 
iituation  of  much  advantage  ;    and  that  his  men- 
lioning   others   with   contempt,  or  diflike,  was  no 
hindrance  at  all  to  their  preferment.     I  have  dwelt 
the  longer  upon  this  great  man's  character,  becaufe 
I  have  obferved  it  fo   often  miftaken  by  the  wife1 
reafoners  of  both  parties  :  Beiides,  having  had  the 
honour,  for   almoft   four  years,   of  a  nearer   ac- 
quaintance with  him  than  ufually  happens  to  men 
of  my  level,   and  this  without  the  leaft   mercenary 
obligation  ;   I  thought  it  by  in  my  power,   as  I  arnj 
ifure  it  is  in  my  will,  to  reprefent  him  to  the  world 
v.'ith  impartiality  and  truth. 

Having  often  confidered  the  qualities  and  difpo- 
iitions  of  thefe  two  minifters.  I  am  at  a  lofs  tor 
think  how  it  fliould  come  to  pafs  that  men  of  ex- 
alted abilities,  when  they  are  called  to  public  af- 
fairs, are  generally  drawn  into  inconveniencies  and 
misfortunes,  which  others,  of  ordinary  talents  a- 

voidj 
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void  ;  whereof  there  appear  ib  many  examples,  both 
antient  and  modern,   and  of  our  own  as  well  as  o- 
ther  countries.     I   cannot   think  this  to  have  been 
altogether  the  effect  of  envy,  as  it  is  ufually  imput- 
ed in  the  cafes  of  Themiftocles,   Ariitides,  Scipio, 
and  others,  and  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  the   Earls 
of  Clarendon  and  Strafford,  here  in  Kngland.  But 
I  look  upon  it,  that  God,  intending  the  govern- 
ment of  a  nation  in  the  feveral  branches  and  fubor- 
dinations  of   power,  hath  made  the  fcience  of  go* 
verning    fufficicnily    obvious    to    common   capaci- 
ties ;   otherwife    the  world  would  be  left  in  a  defo- 
late  condition,  if  great  affairs  did  always  require  a 
great   genius,  whereof  the   moll   Fruitful   age  wiir 
hardly  produce  above  three  or  four  in  a  nation,  a- 
jnong  which,  princes,  who,  of   all  other  mortals, 
are    the   word    educated,  have  twenty  millions   to 
one  againft  them  that  they  fhall  not  be  of  the  num- 
ber ;  and  proportionable  odds,   for  the   fame  rea- 
fons,  are  againft  every  one  of  noble  birth,  or  great 
eftates.     Accordingly  we  find,  that  the  dulleft  na- 
tions, antient  and  modern,  have  not  wanted  good 
rules  of  policy,  or  peribns  qualified  for  adminiftra- 
tion.     But  1  take  the  infelicity  of  fuch  extraordi- 
nary men  to  have  been  cauftd  by  their   neglect  of 
common  forms,  together  with  the  contempt  of  little 
helps  and  little  hindrances  ;  which  is  made  by  H abbes 
the  definition  of  magnanimity  :  And  this  contempt, 
as  it  certainly  difpleafes  the  people  in  general,  fo  it 
giveth  offence  to  all  with  whom  fuch  minifters  have 
to  deal  :   For,  I   never  yet  knew  a  minifter,  who 
was  not  earneftly  deiirous  to  have  it  thought,  that 
the   art  of  government  was  a  moft  profound  fci- 
ence ;    whereas,  it   requires    no    more,  in   reality,, 
than  diligence,  honefty,  and  a  moderate  ihare  of 
plain    natural   fenfe.     And,    therefore,  men    thus 
qualified  may,  very  reafinably  andjuftly,  think  that 
the  buiinefs  of  the  world  is  beft   brought  about  by 
regularity  and  forms,    wherein   ihemfelves  excel,. 

For 
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For  I  have  frequently  obferved  more  caufes  of  dif- 
content  arife  from  the  practice  of  fome  refined 
minifters,  to  act  in  common  bufmefs,  out  of  the 
common  road,  than  from  all  the  ufual  topics  of 
difpleafure  againft  men  in  power.  It  is  the  fame 
thing  in  other  fcenes  of  life,  and  among  all  focio 
ties  or  communities;  where,  no  men  are  belter 
trufted,  or  have  more  fucctfs  in  bufinefs,  than 
thofe  who,  \vith  fome  honefty  and  a  moderate  por- 
tion of  underflanding,  are  ftrict  obfervers  of  tkue, 
place,  and  method  :  And,  on  the  contrary,  no- 
thing is  more  apt  to  expofe  men  to  the  cenfureand 
obloquy  of  thtir  colleagues,  and  the  public,  than 
a  contempt  or  neglect  of  thefe  circumftances,  how- 
ever attended  with  a  fuperior  genius,  and  an  equal 
deflre  of  doing  good  :  Which  hath  made  me 
fometimes  fay,  to  a  great  perfon  of  this  latter 
character,  that  a  fmall  infuilon  of  the  Alderman 
was  neceiTary  to  thofe  who  are  employed  in  public 
affairs.  Upon  this  occafion,  I  cannot  forget  a  ve- 
ry trifling  in  (lance  :  That  one  day,  obferving  the 
fame  perlbii  to  divide  a.  fheet  of  paper  with  a  pen- 
knife, the  fliarpnefs  of  the  infmmient  occailoned 
its  moving  fo  irregularly  and  crooked,  that  he 
ipoiled  the  whole  fheet;  whereupon  I  advifed  him 
to  take  example  by  his  clerks,  who  performed  that 
operation  much  better  with  a  blunt  piece  of  ivory, 
which  directed  by  a  little  ftrengh  andafleady  hand} 
never  failed  to  go  right. 

But  to  return  from  this  long  digreffion  :  About  a 
fortnight  after  the  Queen's  death,  I  came  to  my 
pTace  of  refidence,  where  I  was  immediately  attack- 
ed with  heat  enough  by  feveral  of  my  acquaintance 
of  both,  parties;  and  foon  learned,  that  what  they 
objecled  was  the  general  fenfe  of  the  reft.  Thofe 
of  the  church-fide  made  me  a  thoufand  reproaches 
upon  the  flownefs  and  inactivity  of  my  friends, 
upon  their  foolifh  quarrels  with  each  other,  for  no 
vifible  caufe,  and  thereby  facrificing  the  intertfts 
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of  the  church  and  kingdom  to  their  private  piques. 
And  that  they  had  neglected  to  cultivate  the  favour 
and  good  opinion  of  the  courn  at  Hanover.  But 
the  weight  of  thefe  gentlemens  difpleafure  fell  up- 
on the  Earl  of  Oxford  ;  that  he  had  acted  a  trim- 
ming part,  was  never  thoroughly  in  the  intereft  of 
the  church,  but  held  feparate  commerce  with  the 
adverfe  party  :  That,  either  from  his  negligence, 
procraftinating  nature,  or  fome  finifter  end,  he 
had  let  flip  many  opportunities  of  ftrengthening  the 
church's  friends  :  That  he  undertook  more  bufi- 
nefs  than  he  was  equal  to,  affected  a  monopoly  of 
power,  and  would  concert  nothing  with  the  reft 
of  the  minifters.  Many  facts  were  likewife  men- 
tioned, which  it  may  not  now  be  very  prudent  to 
repeat  :  I  fhall  only  take  notice  of  one,  relating  to 
Ireland,  where  he  kept  four  bilhoprics  undifpofed 
of,  though  often  and  mod  earncftly  preiTed  to  have 
them  filled;  by  which  omiffion,  the  church- iotercft 
of  that  kingdom,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  is  in  dan- 
ger of  being  irrecoverably  loft. 

Thofe  who  difccurfed  with  me  after  this  man- 
ner, did,  at  the  fame  time,  utterly  renounce  all 
regard  for  the  Pretender;  and  mentioned,  with 
pleafure,  the  glorious  opportunity,  then  in  his 
Majefty's  hands,  of  putting  an  end  to  party-diftinc- 
tions  for  the  time  to  come  :  And  the  only  appre- 
henfion  that  feemed  to  give  them  any  uneaimefs 
was,  left  the  zeal  of  the  .party  in  power  might  not. 
perhaps,  reprefent  their  loyalty  with  advantage. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  gainers,  and  men  in  hopes 
by  the  Queen's  death,  talked  with  great  freedom 
in  a  very  different  ftile  :  They  all  directly  aflerted, 
that  the  whole  late  miniftry  were  fully  determined  to 
bring  in  the  Pretender,  although  they  would  fome- 
times  a  little  demur  upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford  ;  and, 
by  a  more  modern  amendment,  they  charged  the 
fame  accufation,  without  any  refervc  upon  the  late 
Queen  her feif.  That,  if  her'Majefty  had  died  but 
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a^month  later,  our  ruin  would  have  been  inevita-- 
b!e.  But  in  that  juncture  it  happened,  (to  ufe  their 
own  term,  which  I  could  never  "prevail  with  them 
to  explain)  things  \vere  not  ripe.  That  this  accufa- 
uon  would,  in  a  fliort  time,  i/ifaliibly  be  proved 
us  clear  as  the  fun  at  noon-day  to  all  the  world  : 
And  the  confequences  natural'}/  following  from 
thefe  pofitions  were,  that  the  leaders  ought  to  lofe 
their  heads,  and  all  their  abetters  be  be  utterly 
fh'ipt  of  power  and  favour. 

Thefe  being  the  fentiments  and  difcourfes  of  both 
parties,  tending  to  load  the  late  miniftry  with  faults 
of  a  very  different  nature  ;  it  may,  perhaps  be  ei- 
ther of  fome  ufe  or  fatisfaction  to  examine  thofe 
two  points;  that  is  to  fay,  firft,  how  far  thefe  mi- 
ll ifters  are  anfwerable  to  their  friends  for  their  ne- 
glect, malmanagement,  and  mutual  difTentions?  And, 
iecondly,  with  what  juftice  they  are"  accufed,  by 
their  enemies,  for  endeavouring'  to  alter  the  fuc- 
ceffion  of  the  crown  in  favour  of  the  Pretender? 

lc  is  true  indeed,  I    have  occasionally  done  this 
already  in  two  feveral  treatifcs,  of  which  the  one  is 
an  hiftory,  and  the   other,  memoirs  of   particular 
facts;   but    neither   of  them  fit   to  fee  the  light  at 
prefent ;  becaufe  they  abound  with  characters  free- 
ly drawn,  and    many  of   them   not   veiy  amiable ; 
and,   therefore,  intended  only   for  the  inilrucling 
of  the  next  age,   and  eftablifhing   the  reputation 
of  thofe  who  have  been  ufeful  to  their  country  in 
the  prefent.     At  the  fame  time,  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of   alluring    ihofe   who    may  happen,  fome 
years  hence,   to    read    the  hiftory  'l   have  written, 
that  the  bladceft  characters   to   be   met   with  in  it 
were  not  drawn  with  the   leaft  mixture  of   malice, 
or  ill-will,  but  merely  to  expole   the   odioufuefs   of 
vice.     For   1  have  aKvays  held  it  as  a  maxim,  that 
ill  men  are  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  anhifturiun, 
who  indeed  hath  it  in  his  power  to  reward   vinue, 
but  not  to  punifh  vice  :  Becaufe  I  never  yet  faw  a 
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profligate  perfon,  who  feemed  to  have  the  leaft  re- 
gard in  what  manner  his  name  ihouid  bs  tranfir.it- 
icd  ro  pofterity  :  And  I  know  a  certain  Lord  *, 
not  long  ilncc  dead,  who,  1  am  very  confident, 
would  not  have  difpofed  of  one  fingle  fhilling  to 
have  had  it  in  his  choice,  whether  he  fhould  be 
reprefented  to  future  ages,  as  an  Atticus  or  a  Ca- 
.taline. 

However,  being  firmly  refolved,  for  very  mate- 
rial rcafonst  to  avoid  giving  the  leaft  offence  to  any 
party  or  perfon  in  power  ;  I  fhall  barely  fet  down 
ibme  facts  and  circumftances,  during  the  four  laft 
years  of  Queen  Anne's  reign,  which  at  prefent 
are  little  known  ;  and  whereby  thofe  of  the  church- 
party,  who  object  againft  the  unfteadinefs,  neglect, 
and  want  of  concert  in  the  late  miniftry,  may  bet- 
ter account  for  their  faults.  Moft  of  thofe  facts 
I  can  bear  witnefs  of  myfe'f,  and  have  received  the 
reit  from  fufficient  authority. 

0 

It  is  mod  certain,  that,  when  the  Queen  firft 
began  to  change  her  fervants,  it  was  not  from 
a  difiike  of  things,  but  of  perfons,  and  thofe 
perfons  were  a  very  fmall  number.  To  be  more 
particular,  would  be  inbedere  per  ignes.  It  was 
the  iilue  of  Dr.  Sacheveral's  trial  that  encouraged 
her  to  proceed  fo  far  ;  and  feveral  of  the  low- 
church-party,  knowing  that  her  difpleafure  went 
no  further  than  againft  one  fingle  family,  did  not 
appear  to  diflike  \vhat  was  done  ;  of  which  1  could 
give  ibme  extraordinary  inftances  f .  But  that  fa- 
mous trial  had  railed  fuch  a  fplrit  in  the  nation,  n- 
gainft  the  parliament,  that  her  Majefty  thought  it 
neceil'iry  to  diiTolve  them,  which,  I  am  confident, 
ihe  did  not  at  firft  intend.  Upon  this  refoliuion, 
delivered  by  the  Queen,  at  council,  in  a  more  de- 
terminate manner  than  was  ufual  with  her  ;  as  I  was 
particularly  informed  by  my  Lord  Sommers,  then 

*  Earl  o"  V/harton.  f  Duke  of  ScmerfV. 
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prefident,  fome  who  were  willing  to  facrifice  otls 
or  two  perfons,  would  not  facrifice  their  caufe,  but 
immediately  flew  off;  and  the  great  oiiicers  of  the 
court  and  kingdom  began  to  refign  their  employ* 
nienrs,  which  the  Queen  iuffered  mod  of  them  to 
do  with  the  utmoft  regret^  and  which  thofe  who 
knew  her  bed  thought  to  be  real,  especially  Lord 
Somrners  and  Lord  Cowper,  for  whom  fhe  had  as 
great  a  perlbnal  regard  and  efreem,  as  her  nature 
was  capable  of  admitting,  particularly  for  the  for- 
mer The  new  parliament  was  called  during  that 
ferment  in  the  nation,  and  a  great  majoiity  of  the 
church-party  was  returned,  without  the  Jeaft  affift- 
ance  from  the  court  ;  whether  to  gain  a  reputation 
of  impartiality,  where  they  were  iecure  ;  or,  as 
Mr.  Hurley's  detractors  would  have  it,  (who  was 
then  miniiter)  from  a  refinement  of  his  politics,  not 
to  fuller,  upon  the  account  of  I  know  not  what 
\vifc  reafons,  too  great  an  inequality  in  the  ba- 
lance. 

When  the  parliament  met,  they  foon  began  to 
ciifcover  more  zeal  than  the  CKieen  expected  or  de- 
iired  ;  fhe  had  entertained  the  notion  of  forming  a 
moderate  or  eompre  he  olive  fcheme,  which  fhe 
maintained  with  great  fir aaneis,  nor  would  ever  de- 
part from,  until  about  half  a  year  before  her  death: 
But  this  neither  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  nor  the 
kingdom  in  general  were  then  at  all  inclined  to  admit, 
\vhatever  they  may  have  been  in  any  juncture  iince  • 
•Several  country-members,  to  a  I  mo  ft  a  third  part  of 
the  Houfe,  began  immediately  to  form  tbemfelves 
into  a  body  under  a  fanraUic  name  of  the  Otfobcr- 
club.  Theie  daily  pVefTecl  the  miniftry  for  a  tho- 
rough change  in  employments,  and  were  not  put 
off  without  jealoufy  and  difcpntenr.  I  remember 
it  was  then  commonly  underilood  and  expected, 
that,  when  the  feilion  ended,  a  general  removal 
\vould  be  made  :  But  it  happened  orherwife ;  for 
not  only  few  or  none  v;cre  turned  out,  but  much 
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j  deliberation  was  ufed  in  (applying  common  vacan- 
cies by  death.  This  manner  of  proceeding  in  a 
prime  minifter,  I  confefs,  appeared  to  me  wholely 
unaccountable,  and  without  example  ;  and  i  was 
little  fa.'isfied  with  the  foluucn  I  had  heard,  and 
partly  knew  that  he  acted  thus  to  keep  men  at  his 
devotion,  by  letting  expectation  lie  in  common; 
for  I  found  the  effect  did  not  anfwer,  and  that  in 
the  mean  time,  he  led  fo  uneafy  a  life,  by  follicita- 
tions  and  puriuits,  as  no  man  would  endure  who 
had  a  remedy  at  hand.  About  the  beginning  of 
his  miniilryj  I  did,  at  the  rtqueft  of  feveral  confi- 
derable  perfons,  take  the  liberty  of  reprefentjng  rhis 
matter  to  him  :  His  anfwer  was  ihort  and  cold, 
That  he  hoped  his  friends  would  trull  him  ;  that 
lie  heartily  wifhcd  none  but  thofe  who  loved  die 
church  and  Queen  were  employed  :  but  that  all 
thinos  could  not  be  done  on  a  fudden.  I  have  rea- 
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fon  to  believe,  that  his  neareit  acquaintance  were 
then  wholly  at  a  lofs  what  to  think  of  his  conduct. 
He  was  forced  to  preferve  the  opinion  of  power, 
without  which  he  could  not  aft,  while,  in  reality, 
lie  had  little  or  none  ;  and,  belides,  he  thought  it 
became  him  to  take  the  burden  of  reproach  upon 
himfelf,  rather  than  lay  it  upon  the  Queen  his 
Miftrefs  j  who  was  grown  very  pofitive,  flow,  and 
fufpicious  ;  and,  from  the  opinion  of  having  been 
formerly  directed,  fell  into  the  other  extreme,  and 
became  difficult  to  be  advifed.  So  that  few  minif- 
ters  had  ever,  perhaps,  a  harder  game  to  play,  be- 
tween the  jealoufy  ~nd  difcontents  of  his  friends  on 
one  lide,  and  the  management  of  the  Qtiecn's 
temper  on  the  other. 

There  could  hardly  be  a  firmer  friendfliip,  in 
appearance,  than  what  I  oblerved  between  thofe 
three  great  men,  who  were  then  chiefly  trufted  ;  I 
mcMii  the  Lords  Cxrord.,  Bolingbroke,  and  Hard- 
court. I  remember,  in  the  infancy  CK  their  power, 
'being  at  the  table  of  die  fir  it  where  they  v;ert-  all 
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•mec,  I  could  not  forbear  taking  notice  of  the  great 
affection  they  bore  to  each  other;  and  laid,  I  would 
venture  to  prophefy,  rhat  however  inconstant  our 
court  had  hitherto  been,  rheir  miniftry  would  cer- 
tainly laft  ;  tor  they  had  the  church,  the  crown, 
and  the  people  intirely  on  their  lide.  Then  it  hap- 
pened, that  the  public  good  and  their  private  in- 
tereft  had  the  fame  bottom,  which  is  a  piece  of 
good  fortune  that  does  not  always  fall  to  the  {hare 
of  men  in  power  :  But,  principally,  becaufe  I  ob- 
ferved  they  heartily  loved  one  another ;  and  I  did 
not  fee  how  their  kindnefs  could  be  difturbed  by 
competition,  fince  each  of  them  feemed  contented 
with  his  own  diftricl: :  So  ^that,  notwithstanding 
the  old  maxim,  which  pronounceth  court- friend- 
ihips  to  be  of  no  long  duration,  I  was  confident 
theirs  would  laft  as  long  as  their  lives.  But,  it 
feems,  the  inventor  of  that  maxim  happened  to  be 
a  little  wifer  than  I,  who  lived  to  fee  this  friendmip 
firft  degenerate  into  indifference  and  fufpicion,  and 
thence  corrupt  into  the  greateft  animofity  and  hat- 
red ;  contrary  to  all  appearances,  and  much  to  the 
difcredit  of  me  and  my  fagacity.  By  what  degrees, 
and  from  what  caufes  their  diflentions  grew,  I  (hall, 
as  far  as  it  may  be  fafe  and  convenient,  very  impar- 
tially relate. 

When  Mr.  Harley  was  ftabbed  by  Guifcard,  the 
writer  of  a  weekly  paper,  called  the  Examiner,  ta- 
king occaflon  to  reflect  on  that  accident,  happened 
to  let  fall  an  idle  circumiiance,  i  know  not  upon 
what  grounds,  that  the  French  ailaffin  confeiTcd 
he,  at  firft,  intended  to  have  murdered  Mr.  Se- 
cretary St.  John  ;  who,  fitting  at  two  great  a  dif- 
'tance,  he  was  forced  to  vent  his  rage  on  the  other. 
"Whether  the  Secretary  had  been  thus  informed, 
or  was  content  that  others  fhould  believe  it,  I  ne- 
ver yet  could  learn  ;  but  nothing  could  be  more 
unfortunate  than  the  tendency  of  fuch  a  report, 
which,  by  a  very  unfair  divifion,  derived  the  whole 
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merit  of  that  ac:  KL/it  to  Mr.  St.  John,  and  left 
Mr.  Harley  nothing  but  the  danger  and  the  pain  : 
Of  both  which,  although  he  had  a TufBdem  ih,:re, 
{his  phyficians  being  Often  under  appreheniions  for 
his  life)  yet  I  am  confident  the  time  of  his  illnefs 
•was  a  period  of  more  quiet  and  eafe  than  he  ever 
enjoyed  during  the  reft  of  his  qdminiftratidn.  This 
report  was  not  unrefenttd  by  Mr.  Harley's  friends  ; 
arid  the  rather,  becaufe  the  fac"l  was  directly  o- 
therwife,  as  it  foon  appeared  by  Guifcard's  con- 
fcffion. 

While  that  minifter  lay  ill  of  his  wound,  and 
Jiis  life  in  queftion,  the  weight  of  b'jfinefs  fell,  in 
fome  meafure,  upon  the  Secretary,  who  was  not 
without  ambition  ;  which,  I  confefs,  I  have  fel- 
dom  found  among  the  wants  of  great  men  ;  and  it 
was  conceived,  that  he  had  already  entertained  the 
thoughts  of  being  at  the  head  of  affairs,  in  cafe 
Mr.  Harley  fhould  die;  although  at  the  fame  time, 
1  muft  do  juftice  to  Mr.  St.  John,  by  repeating- 
what  he  had  faid  to  me,  with  great  appearance  of 
concern,  (and  he  was  but  an  ill  diflembler).  That, 
if  Mr.  Harley's  accideni  ihould  prove  fatal,  it 
would  be  an  irreparable  lofs  :  That,  ns  things  then 
ftood,  his  life  was  abfclutely  neceiTiry :  That, 
as  to  himfelf,  he  was  not  mafter  of  the  fcheme 
by  which  they  were  to  proceed,  nor  had  credit 
enough  with  the  Queen  ;  neither  did  he  fee  how 
it  would  be  poffible  for  them,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
to  wade  through  the  difficulties  they  were  then 
under.  However,  not  to  be  over-particular  in  fo 
nice  a  point,  this  much  is  certain,  that  fome  things 
happened  during  Mr.  Harley's  confinement,  which 
bred  a  coldnefs  and  jealoufy  between  thofe  two 
great  men  ;  and  thcfe,  increasing  by  many  fubfe- 
quent  accidents  could  never  be  removed. 

Upon  Mr.  Harley's   recovery,  which    was  foon 
followed  by  his  promotion  to  an  Enrldom,  and  the 

E  2  Treafurcr's 
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Treasurer's  ftaff,  he  was  earneftly  prefied  to  go  on 
with  the  change  of  employments,  for  which  his 
friends  and  the  kingdom  were  very  impatient ; 
wherein.  I  am  confident,  he  was  not  unwilling  to 

>  t  O 

comply,  if  a  new  incident  had  not  put  further  dif- 
ficulties in  his  way.  The  Queen  having  thought  i 
fit  to  take  the  key  from  the  Dut  chefs  of  Marlbo- 
rough,  it  was,  after  fome  time  given  to  another 
great  lady  *,  wholely  in  the  intCi'efls  of  the  oppo- 
iite  pvi'ty  ;  who,  by  a  mo  ft  obScquioui  behaviour, 
of  which  (he  is  a  perfect  miftrefs,  and  the  privi- 
leges of  her  place,  which  gave  her  continual  accefs, 
quickly  won  fb  far  upon  the  affections  of  her  Ma- 
jefty,  that  Die  had  more  perfonal  credit  than  all  the 
Queen's  fervants  put  together.  Of  this  lady's  cha- 
racter and  ftory,  having  fpoken  fo  much  in  other 
papers,  which  may  one  day  fee  the  light ;  I  fhall 
only  obferve,  that,  as  foon  as  fhe  was  fixed  in  her 
ftation,  the  Queen,  following  the  courfe  of  her 
own  nature,  grew  daily  much  more  difficult  and 
uncomplying.  Some  weak  endeavours  were,  in- 
deed, ufed  to  divert  her  Majefty  from  this  choice  ; 
but  fne  continued  (leady,  and  pleaded,  that,  if  fhe 
might  not  have  liberty  to  chuff  her  own  fervants, 
fne  could  not  fee  what  advantage  fhe  had  gotten 
by  the  change  of  her  miniftry  :  And  fo  little  was 
her  heart  let  upon  what  they  call  a  High-church, 
or  Tory -adminiltration,  that  feveral  employments 
in  court  and  country,  and  a  great  majority  ia 
all  commifilons,  remained  in  the  hands  of  thofe 
who  mo  ft  oppofed  the  prefent  proceedings  ;  nor 
do  I  remember,  that  any  removal  of  confcquence 
was  made  till  the  winter  following,  when  the  Earl 
of  Nottingham  was  pleafed  to  prepare  and  offer  a 
vote  in  the  Houfe  o^  Lords,  againft  any  peace, 
while  Spain  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  Bourbon 
family.  Of  this  vote  the  miuifters  had  early  no- 

*  Dntchefs  of  Scmerfct. 
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lice ;  and,  by  cafting  up  the  numbers,  concluded 
they  fiiould  have  a  majority  of  ten  to  overthrow  it. 
The  Qneen  was  defired,  and  promifed,  to  fpeak  to 
a  certain  Lord,  who  was  looked  upon  as  dubious  : 
That  Lord  attended  accordingly  ;  but  heard  not  a 
word  of  the  matter  from  her  Majefty,  although  fhe 
afterwards  owned  it  was  not  for  want  of  remember- 
ing, but  from  perfect  indifference.  TheTreafurer, 
who  trufted  to  promifes,  and  reckoned  that  others 
would  truft  to  his,  was,  by  a  moft  unfeafanable 
piece  of  parfimony,  grofsly  deceived  ;  and  the  vote 
carried  againft  the  court.  The  Queen  had  the  cu- 
riofity  to  be  prefent  at  the  debate;  and  appeared  fo 
little  difpleafed  at  the  event,  or  againft  thofe  from 
whom  foe  might  have  expected  more  compliance, 
that  a  perfon  *  in  high  ftation  among  her  domeftics, 
who  that  day,  in  her  prefence,  had  ftiewn  his  ut- 
moft  eloquence  (fuch  as  it  was)  againft  the  mini- 
fters,  received  a  particular  mark  f  of  diftinclion 
and  favour,  which,  by  his  poll,  he  could  not  pre- 
tend to,  and  was  not  removed  from  her  fervice  but 
with  exceeding  difficulty,  many  months  after.  And 
it  is  certain,  that  this  vote  could  not  have  been  car- 
ried, if  fome  perfons,  very  near  her  Majefty,  had 
not  given  ailurances  where  they  were  proper,  that 
it  would  be  acceptable  to  the  Qneen,  which  her  be- 
haviour feemed  to  confirm. 

But,  when  the  confequences  of  this  vote  were 
calm lyreprefen ted  to  her,  that  the  limitation  fpecifi- 
ed  therein  had  wholly  tied  up  her  hands,  in  cafe  the 
recovery  of  Spain  fhould  be  found  impoflible, 
as  it  was  frequently  allowed  and  owned  by  many 
principal  leaders  of  the  oppofite  party,  and  had 
hitherto  been  vainly  endeavoured,  either  by  treaty 
or  war :  That  the  kingdom  was  not  in  a  condition 
to  bear  any  longer  its  burthen  and  charge,  efpecial- 
ly  with  annual  additions  :  That  other  expedients 

*  Duke  of  Somerfct,  t  To  lead  cut  til€  Queen, 
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might  poffibiy  be  found  for  preventing  France  and 
Spain  from  being  united  under  the  fame  king,  ac- 
cording  to  the  intent  and  letter  of  the  grand  alliance: 
That  the  defign  of  this  vote  was  to  put  her  Majefty 
under  the  neceffity  of  diifolving  the  parliament,  be- 
ginning all  things  anew,  and  placing  the  aclmini- 
ilration  in  the  hands  of  thofe  whom  {lie  had  thought 

o 

fit  to  lay  afide,  and  this  by  facrificing  her  prefent 
fervants  to  the  rage  and  vengeance  of  the  former  ; 
\vith  many  other  obvious  confederations,  not  very 
proper  at  this  time  to  be  repeated  :  Her  Majefty, 
who  was  earneftly  bent  upon  giving  peace  to  her  peo- 
ple, confentsd  to  fall  upon  the  fole  expedient,  that 
her  own  coldnefs,  or  the  treafurer's  thrift,  and 
want  or  contempt  of  artifice,  had  left  her ;  which 
was  to  create  a  number  of  peers,  fufficient  to  turn 
the  balance  in  the  houfe  of  Lords.  I  confefs  that, 
in  my  hiftory  of  thofe  times,  where  this  matter,  a- 
inong  others,  is  treated  with  a  great  deal  more  li- 
berty, and  consequently  very  unfit  for  prefent  per- 
il fal,  I  have  refined  fo  far  to  as  to  conjecture,  that, 
if  this  were  the  treafurer's  council,  he  might  pof- 
ilbly  have  given  it  upon  fome  further  views  than 
that  of  avoiding  the  confequences  of  my  Lord 
Nottingham's  vote.  And  what  thofe  were,  I  fup- 
poie,  I  may  offer  without  offence.  It  is  known  e- 
nough,  thar  from  the  time  of  the  revolution  to  the 
period  I  am  now  fpeaking  of,  the  favour  of  the 
court  was  almort  perpetually  turned  towards  thofe 
who,  in  the  party- term,  are  called  Whigs,  or  the 
Low-church  ;  and  this  was  a  fpace  of  above  twenty 
years,  wherein  great  additions  were  made  to  the 
peerage  ;  and  the  bilhops-bench  almoft  wholly  re-^ 
newed.  But  the  majority  of  landed-men,  ftill  re- 
taining the  old-church  principles  in  religion  and 
government,  notwithstanding  all  endeavours  to  con- 
vert f'lern,  the  late  king  was  under  many  infupera- 
ble  difficulties  during  the  courfe  of  his  reign  ;  elec- 
tions leldom  fuccceding  fo  wdl,  as  to  leave  the 

court- 
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court-fide  without  ftrenuous  oppofition,  fuilicient 
to  carry  many  points  againit  him,    which   he  had 
much  at  heart.     Upon  the  late  Queen's  iucceeding 
to  the  crown,    the   church- party,    who   Teemed   to 
have  grown   more  numerous  under  all  difcourage~ 
ments,  began  to  conceive  hopes,   that  her  Majefty, 
who  had  always  profefied  to  favour  their  principles, 
would  make  ufe  of   their  fervice.     And,   indeed, 
upon  that  foot  things  ftood  for  fome  time :   But,  a 
new  war  being  refolved  on,  three  perfons,  who  had 
moft  credit  with  her  Majefty,  and  who  were   then 
looked  upon  to  be,   at  leaft,  as  high  principled  as 
could  poliibly  confift  with  the  proteftant  fucceffion, 
having  confulted  their  friends,    began  to  conceive 
that  the  military  fpirit  was  much  more  vigorous  in 
the  other  party,  who  appeared  more  keen  againft: 
France,  more  fanguine  upon  the  power  and  wealth 
of  England,  and  better  verfed  in  the  arts  of  finding 
out  funds,  to  which  they  had  been   fo  long  ufed. 
There  were  fome  other  motives  for  this  tranfition 
of  the  minifters  at  that  time,  which  are  more  pro- 
per for  the  hiftory  above-mentioned,  where  they 
are  faithfully  recorded.     But  thus  the  Queen  was 
brought  to  govern  by  what  they  call  a  Low  church 
miniftry,  which  continued  for  leveral  years  ;  till  at 
length,  grown  weary  of  the  war,  although  carried 
on  with  great  glory  and  fuccefs,  and  the  nation  ri- 
iing  into  a  flame,   (whether  juftly  or  no)  upon  the 
trial  of  Dr.  Sacheverel,  which,  in  effect,  was  a  ge- 
neral mutter  of  both  parties  \  her  Majefty,  follow- 
ing her  own  inclinations  and  thofe  of  her  people, 
reiblved  to  make  fome  changes  in  the  miniftry,  and 
take  Mr.  Harley  into  her  councils.  This  was  brought 
about,  as  the  charge  againft  that  minifter  fays,  by 
the  bafeji  infinuations ;    upon  which,  being  a  deter- 
mination of  parliament,  I  fhall  not  difpute ;  altho' 
I  confefs  to  have  received  a  very  different  account  of 
that  matter  from  a  moft  excellent  Lady,  upon  whofe 
veracity  I  entirely  depend  ;  and  who,  being  then  in 

chief 
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chief  confidence  with  her  Miftrefs,  muft  needs  know 
a  particular  fa£t  wherein  (he  was  immediately  con- 
cerned and  trufted,  better  than  any  one  man,  or 
number  of  men,  except  the  majority  of  a  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

When  the  new  parliament  met,  whofe  elections 
were  left  entirely  to  the  people,  without  the  leaft 
influence  from  the  court,  it  plainly  appeared  how 
far  the  church-party  in  the  nation  out-numbered 
the  other,  and  efpecially  in  the  feveral  counties. 
But,  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  even  after  fome  ma- 
nagement, there  was  but  a  weak  and  crazy  majori- 
ty :  Nor  even  could  this  have  been  expected,  if  fe- 
veral great  Lords,  who  were  always  reputed  of  the 
other  party,  had  not  only  complied,  but  been  high- 
ly instrumental  in  the  change  ;  as  the  Dukes  of 
Shrewfbunr  and  Arable,  the  Earls  of  Peterborough, 
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Rivers,  and  fome  others,  who  certainly  came  into 
the  Queen's  meafures  upon  other  motives  than  that 
of  party.  Now,  Unce  the  government  of  England 
cannot  go  on  while  the  two  houfes  of  parliament 
are  in  opoiition  to  each  other  ;  and  that  the  people, 
whenever  they  acted  freely,  would  infallibly  return 
a  majority  of  church-men  :  one  of  thefe  two  things 
was  of  neceffity  to  be  done  ;  either,  firft,  to  diiTolve 
that  parliament,  and  call  another  of  the  Whig- 
llamp,  by  force  of  a  prodigious  expence,  which 
would  be  neither  decent  nor  i'afe,  and,  perhaps,  at 
that  time,  hardly  feaiible  :  Or  elfe,  to  turn  the  ba- 
lance in  the  Houfe  of  Lords;  which,  after  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  Lord  Nottingham's  vote,  was  not  otherwife 
to  be  done,  than  by  creating  a  fufficient  number  of 
peers,  in  order,  at  once,  to  make  the  Queen  and 
her  people  eafy  upon  that  article  for  the  reft  of  her 
reign.  And  this  I  fhould  be  willing  to  think  was 
the  Treafurer's  meaning,  when  he  advifed  thofe 
advancements;  which,  however,  I  confefs,  I  did 
very  much  diilike. 

But 


tie  QUEEN V  loft  MINISTRY. 

But  if,  after  all  I  have  faid,  my  conjecture  (hould 
happen  to  be  wrong,  yet  I  do  not  fee  how  the  Trea- 
furer  can  juftly  be  blamed  for  preferving  his  caufe, 
his  friends,  and  himf.lf,  from  unavoidable  ruin,  by 
an  expedient  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  lawful  : 
Perhaps,  he  was  brought  under  that  necefiiiy  by 
the  want  of  proper  management  ;  but  when  that 
neceflity  appeared,  he  could  not  aft  oiherwife,  with- 
out unravelling  whatever  had  been  done  which, 
in  the  language  oi:  thole  times,  would  have  Ken 
called,  delivering  the  Queen  and  kingdom  back 
into  the  hards  of  a  fiction  they  h.id  ib  lately  ot 
rid  of.  And,  I  believe,  no  mimiuT  of  iny  p.<rty 
v/ould,  in  his  circumftances,  have  tc-upled  ?o 
make  the  lame  ftep,  when  the  fumma  rerum  was  at 
flake. 

Although  the  Queen  was  brought  into  this  mea- 
fure  by  no  other  motive  than  her  earner!  dcfire:  of 
a  peace  ;  yet  the  )  reafurer's  friends  began  to  prrfs 
him  anew  for  farther  changes  in  employments  ; 
concluding,  from  what  was  pail,  that  his  credit  was 
great  enough  to  compafs  whatever  he  pleafed.  But 
this  proved  to  be  ill  reafoning  ;  for  the  Queen  had 
no  difiike  at  all  to  the  other  party,  (whatever  per- 
rbnal  piques  fhe  might  bear  at  fome  among  them), 
further  than  as  fhe  conceived  they  were  bent  upon 
continuing  the  war,  to  which  her  Majefty  refolved 
to  put  as  fpeedy  an  end  as  Hie  could,  with  honour 
and  fafety  to  her  kingdoms  ;  and  therefore  fell, 
with  readinefs  enough,  into  the  methods  propofed 
to  her  for  advancing  that  great  work.  But,  in  dif- 
penfing  her  favours,  Hie  was  extremely  cautious  and 
flow  j  and,  after  the  ufual  miftake  of  thofe  who 
think  they  have  been  often  impofed  on,  became  fo 
very  fufpicious,  that  fhe  overfhot  the  mark,  and 
erred  in  the  other  extreme.  When  a  peribn  hap- 
pened to  be  recommended  as  ufeful  for  her  fervice, 
or  proper  to  be  obliged,  perhaps,  after  a  long  delay, 
fhe  would  confent ;  but,  if  the  Treasurer  offered, 

at 
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at  the  fame  time,  a  warrant,  or  other  inftmment, 
to  her,  already  prepared  in  order  to  be  iigned,  be* 
caufe  he  prefumed  to  reckon  upon  her  confent  be- 
fore hand,  {he  would  not  ;  and  thus  the  affair 
would  fometimes  lie  for  feveral  months  togther.  al* 
though  the  thing  were  ever  fo  reaionable.  or  that 
even  the  public  fufFered  by  the  delay.  So  ihat  this 
minifter  had  no  other  remedy  but  toletherMajeiiy 
take  her  own  time,  which  never  failed  to  be  the  very 
longed  that  the  nature  of  the  thing  could  fuffcr  Uer . 
to  defer  it. 

When  this  promotion  was   made,   Mr.  Secretary 
St.  John,  whofe  merits  and  preventions,   astr;in~,s 
then  flood,  were  far  -uperior  to  any,  waspurpofcly 
left  out,  becaufr  rh-j  court  had   need  of    1m  gr~  it 
abilities,    the    following    ftffion,-  in   the   H<:uie   of 
Commons;   and  die  peace  being  then  upon  the  an- 
vil, he  was  belt  able  to  explain  an-,'  juitify  the  feve- 
ral  fteps  towards  it;   which  he  accordingly  did  with 
invincible   reafou   and  universal  apphiuie.      When, 
the  iefiion  was  over,  the  CKieen  thought  fit  to  give 
him  a  title  .    and,   that  ne  might  not  lofe   his  rank, 
created  him  Vifcount.    There  had  been  an  Earldom 
in  his  name  and  family  lately  extinct ;    (though  a 
barony  fell  to  a  collateral  branch  in  tftc  pcrfbn  01 
an   infant),    and   the  Secretary  being  of  the  fame 
houfe,  expected  and  detired  the  fame  degree.    For 
he  reafoned,  that  making  him  a  Vifcount  would  be 
but  rigorous  juftice,  and  he  hoped  he  might  pre- 
tend  to  fome  mark   of   favour.     But  the   Queen 
eould   not   be   prevailed  with  ;  becaufe,  to  fay  the 
truth,  he  was  not  much,  at  that  time,   in  her  good 
graces  ;   fome  women  about  the  court  having  infu- 
ied  an  opinion  into  her,  that  he  was  not  fo  regular 
in  his  life  as  he  ought  to  be.     The   Secretary  laid 
the  whole  blame  of  this  difappointment  upon   the 
Earl    of    Oxford,    and    freely    told    me,    that    he 
would    never    depend    upon    the  Earl's  friendship 
as  long  as  he  lived,  nor  have    any  further  com- 
merce 
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merce  with  him,  than  what  was  neceiTary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  public  fervice.  And  although  I  have 
good  reafon  to  be  aflured,  that  the  Treafurer  was 
wholly  innocent  in  this  point,  as  both  himielf  and 
Lady  Mafhacn  then  protefted  to  me,  yet  my  Lord 
Bolingbroke  thought  the  appearances  were  To 
ftrong,  that  I  was  never  able  to  bring  him  over  to 
my  opinion. 

The  diviflons  between  thefe  two  great  men  began 
to  fpHt  the  court  into  parties ;  Harconrt,  Lord 
Chancellor,  the  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury  and  Argyle, 
.Sir  William  Windham,  and  one  or  two  more,  ad- 
hered to  the  Secretary ;  the  reft  were  either  neu- 
ters, or  inclined  to  the  Treafurer,  whether  from 
policy  or  gratitude,  although  they  all  agreed  to 
blame  and  lament  his  myfterious  and  procraftinat- 
ing  manner  in  acting  ;  which  the  ftate  of  affairs,  at 
that  time,  could  very  ill  admit,  and  muft  have  ren- 
dered the  Earl  of  Oxford  inexcufable,  if  the  Queen's 
obftinate  temper  had  not  put  him  under  the  necef- 
flty  of  exerting  thofe  talents  wherewith,  it  rnuft 
be  confeifed,  his  nature  was  already  too  well  pro- 
vided. 

This  minifter  had  ftronger  paffions  than  the  Se- 
cretary, but  kept  them  under  ftricter  government: 
My  Lord  Bolingbroke  was  of  a  nature  frank  and 
open  ;  and,  as  men  of  great  genius  are  fuperior  to 
common  rules,  he  feldom  gave  himielf  the  trouble 
of  difguiiing  or  fubduing  his  refentments,  although 
he  was  ready  enough  to  forget  them.  In  matters 
of  ftate,  as  the  Earl  was  too  referved,  fo,  perhaps, 
the  other  was  too  free  ;  not  from  any  incontinency 
of  talk,  but  from  the  mere  contempt  of  multiply- 
ing fecrets  ;  although  the  graver  counfellors  imput- 
ed this  liberty  of  Ipeech.  to  vanity,  or  Jighmefs. 
And,  upon  the  whole,  no  two  men  could  differ 
more  in  their  diveriions,  their  ftudies,  their  ways 
of  tranfacting  bufmefs,  their  choice  of  company, 
of  converiation. 

The 
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The  Queen,  who  was  well  informed  of  thefe 
animoiitics  among  her  fervants,  of  which  her  own 
dubious  management  had  been  the  original  caufe, 
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be^an  to  find,  and  lament  the  ill  confequences  of 
th  m  in  her  affairs,  both  at  home  and  abroad  ;  and 
to  lay  the  blame  upon  her  Treafurer,  whofe  great- 
eft  fault,  in  his  whole  miniftry,  was  too  much 
compliance  with  his  Miftrefs,,  by  which  his  mea- 
fures  were  often  difconcerted,  and  himielf  brought 

O 

under  fufpicion  by  his  friends. 

I  am  very  confident,  that  this  alteration  in  the 
Queen's  temper,  towards  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  could 
never  have  appeared,  if  he  had  not  thought  fit  to 
make  one  ftep  in  politics,  which  I  have  not  been 
able  to  apprehend.  When  the  Qu_een  fir  ft  thought 
of  making  a  change  among  her  fervants,  aFter 
Doctor  Sacheverei's  trial,  my  Lady  Mafham  was 
very  much  heard  and  trufted  upon  that  point,  and 
it  was  by  her  intervention  Mr.  Harley  was  admitted 
into  her  Majefty's  prefence.  That  Lady  was  then 
in  high  favour  with  her  Miftrefs,  which,  I  believe, 
the  Earl  was  not  fo  very  fedulous  to  cultivate  or 
preferve,  as  if  he  had  it  much  at  heart,  nor  was  al- 
together forry,  when  he  faw  it  under  fome  degree  of 
declination.  The  reafons  for  this  muft  be  drawn 
from  the  common  nature  of  mankind,  and  the 
incompatibility  of  power  :  But  the  juncture  was 
not  favourable  for  fuch  a  refinement,  becaufe  it 
was  ea-'ly  known  to  all,  who  had  but  looked  into 
the  court,  that  this  Lady  muft  have  a  fuccerlor, 
who,  upon  piqus  and  principle,  would  do  all  in 
her  powci  to  obftruct  his  proceedings.  My  Lidy 
Mai  ham  was  a  perfon  of  a  plain,  found  under- 
fbnding,  of  great  truth  and  iincerity,  vvithou-:  the 
K?ft  mixture  of  falfehood  or  difguife;  of  an  ho- 
neft  boldnefs  and  courage,  fuperior  to  her  Tex  ; 
fiiin  and  difimerefted  in  her  friendship,  and  full  of 
,lo  ,  duty,  and  veneration  for  the  Queen  her 
Talents  as  feidom  found,  or  fought  for 

ni 


of  the  QUEEN's  loft  MINISTRY.         6*1 

in  a  court,  as  unlikely  to  thrive  while  they  are 
there  :  So  that  nothing  could  then  be  more  un- 
fortunate to  the  public,  than  a  coldnefs  between 
this  Lady  and  the  fir  ft  minifter  ;  nor  a  greater 
miitake  in  the  latter,  than  to  fuffer  or  connive  at 
the  IcfTening  of  her  credit,  which  he  quickly  faw 
removed  very  difadvamageoufly  to  anotuer  object 
*,  and  wanted  the  effects  of,  when  his  own  was 
funk  in  the  only  domeiYic  affair  for  which  I  ever 
knew  him  under  any  concern. 

While  the  Queen's  favour  to  the  Earl  was  thus 
gradually  kfTenmg,  the  breaches  between  him  and 
his  friends  grew  every  day  wider,  which  he  looked 
upon  with  great  indifference,  and  feemed  to  have 
his  thoughts  only  turned  upon  finding  out  fome 
proper  opportunity  for  delivering  up  hisftaiF:  Bit 
this  her  Majefty  would  not  then  admit  ;  becaufe, 
indeed,  it  was  not  eafy  to  determine  who  fliould 
fucceed  him. 

In  the  midft   of  thefe  difpofitions  at  court,  the 

Queen  £ell  dangeroufiy  fick    at    Windfor,     about 

Cliriftmas  1713.     It  was   confidently   reported    in 

town,  that  ilie  was  dead  ;   and  the  heads  of  the  ex- 

pecting party  were  faid    to    have  various  meetings 

.•thereupon,  and    a   great    hurrying   of   chairs   and 

I  coaches  to  and  from  the  Earl  of  Wharton's  houfe  : 

Whether  this  were  true  or  not,   yet    thus  much  is 

i  certain,  that  the   exprefllons  of  joy  appeared  very 

;  frequent  and  loud    among  many    of   that   party  ; 

vv.'ich  proceeding  men  of  form  did  not  allow  to  be 

;  altogether  decent.      A  -rm-flcnLcr  was  immediately 

I  difpatched,  with  an  account  cr  the  Queen's  illnefs, 

to   [he   Treasurer,  who  was  then  in  town  ;  and  in 

:  order  to  ftop  the  report  or  her  death,  appeared  next 

day  abroad,    in   his   clidriot,  with  a  p.iir  t>t  hories, 

and  did    not  go    down    to  Windfor    till   his   uruai 

•time.     Upon  his  arrival  ihere  the  danger  was  over, 


*   The  Dutchefs  of  S 
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but  not  the  fright,  which  ftill  fat  on  every  body's 
face,  and  the  account  given  of  the  confuiion  and 
diftradlion  the  whole  court  had  been  under,  is 
hardly  to  be  conceived  :  Upon  which  the  Trea- 
iurer  laid  to  me,  "  Whenever  any  thing  ails  the 
451  Queen, 'thefe  people  are  out  of  their  wits;  and 
"  yet,  they  are  ib  thoughtlefs,  that,  as  foon  as 
"  ihe  is  well,  they  act  as  if  fhe  were  immortal." 

J 

I  had  fufrlcient  reafon,  both  before  and  ilnce,  to 
allow  his  obfervation  to  be  true,  and  that  fome 
ihare  of  it  might,  with  juftice,  be  applied  to  him- 
ielf. 

The  Queen  had  early  notice  of  this  behaviour 
among  the  difcontented  leaders,  during  her  illnefs. 
It  was,  indeed,  an  affair  of  fuch  a  nature,  as  re- 
quired no  aggravation  ;  which,  however,  would 
not  have  been  wanting,  the  women  of  both  par- 
ties, who  then  attended  her  Majefty,  being  well  dif- 
pofed  to  rcprefent  it  in  the  firongeft  light.  The 
reiult  was,  that  the  Queen  immediately  laid  aiide 
all  her  fchemes  and  viiions  of  reconciling  the  two 
oppofite  interefrs,  and  entered  upon  a  firm  refolu- 
tion  cf  adhering  to  the  eld  Englith  principles, 
from  an  opinion  that  the  adverfe  party  wait- 
ed impatiently  for  her  death,  upon  views  little 
contiftiag  (as  the  language  and  opinion  went  then) 
with  the  liifety  of  the  conilitution,  either  in  church 
or  ftate.  She,  therefore,  determined  to  fall  into 
alljuft  and  proper  methods,  that  her  minifters 
fhould  advife  her  to,  for  the  prefervation  and  con- 
tinuance of  both.  This  I  was  quickly  allured  of, 
not  only  by  the  Lord  Chancellor,  and  Lord  Bo- 
lingbrdke,  but  by  the  Treafurer  himfelf. 

1  confefs  myielf  to  have  been  thoroughly  per- 
fuacled  that  this  incident  would  perfectly  reconcile 
the  minifters,  by  uniting  them  in  purfuing  cne  ge- 
neral intercit  ;  and,  con  fide  ring  no  farther  than 
\vhat  was  iitteil  to  be  done,  I  could  not  eafily  fcrc- 

-  anv  obieclions,  or  clifllcultles    that  the  E.ul    of 

Oxford. 
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Oxford  would  make  ,  I  had,  for  fome  time,  en- 
deavoured to  cultivate  the  ftricleft  friendihip  be- 
tween him  ami  the  General  *,  by  telling  both  of 
them,  (which  happened  ro  be  ihe  truth)  how 
kindly  they  fpoke  of  each  other ;  and  by  con- 
vincing the  latter  of  what  advantage  fuch  an  union 
mutt  be  to  her  Majefty's  fervice.  There  was  an 
affair  upon  which  all  our  friends  laid  a  more  than 
ordinary  weight.  Among  the  horfe  and  foot- 
guards  appointed  to  attend  on  the  Queen's  perfon, 
feveral  officers  took  every  occaiion,  with  great 
freedom  and  bitternefs  of  fpeech,  to  revile  the  mi- 
niilry,  upon  the  fubject  of  the  peace  and  the  Pre- 
tender, not  without  many  grofs  expefiions  againft 
the  Queen  herfelf;  fuch  as,  I  fuppofe,  will  hardly 
be  thought  on  or  attempted,  but  certainly  not  fuf- 
fered  under  the  prefent  powers.  "Which  proceed- 
ing, befides  the  indignity,  begot  an  opinion,  thac 
her  Majefty's  perfbn  might  be  better  guarded  than 
by  fuch  keepers,  who,  after  attending  at  court,  or 
at  the  levee  of  the  General  or  firft  minifter,  ad- 
journed, to  publifh  their  difaffecuoa  in  cofree- 
houfes  and  gaming-ordinarie?,  without  any  regard 
to  decency  or  truth.  It  was  propofed.  that  ten  or 
a  dozen  of  the  lead  clifcreet  amo-iif*  thefe  aentlc- 

\~j  o 

men  fhould  be  obliged  to  fell  their  pods  in  the: 
guards  ;  and  that  two  or  three,  who  had  gone  the 
greateft  lengths,  fhoulcl  have  a  price  fixed  for  their 
commiffions,  fome w at  below  the  exorbitant  rate 
ufually  demanded  for  a  few  years  pafr.  The  Duke 
of  Ormond  deiired  but  ten  thouland  pounds  to 
make  the  matter  eafy  to  thofe  officers  who  were  to 
fucceed  ;  which  fum,  his  Grace  told  me,  the  Trea-- 
furer  had  given  him  encouragement  to  expect,  al- 
. though  he  pleaded  prefent  want  of  money  :  And, 
I  cannot  but  fay,  that,  having  often,  at  the  Duke*s 
delire,  prefled  this  minifter  to  advance  the  money, 

*  The  Duke  of  Crnnn-J, 
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he  gave  me  fuch  anfwers  as  made  me  think  he 
really  intended  ic  :  But  I  was  quickly  undeceived  ; 
for,  expofluiating  fome  days  after  with  him  upon 
the  fame  fubjsft,  after  great  expreffions  of  efreem 
and  friendfhip  for  the  Duke  of  Jrmond;  and  men- 
tioning fome  ill  treatment  he  had  received  from  his 
friends,  he  faid,  he  knew  not  why  he  fhould  do  o- 
ther  people's  work  The  truth  is,  that  exctp;  the 
Duke,  my  Lord  Trevor,  and  iVIr  Secretary  Brom- 
ley, I  could  not  find  he  had  one  friend  left  of  any 
confequence  in  her  Majefty-'s  fervice.  The  Lord 
Chancellor,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  Lady  Mafham, 
openly  declared  again  ft  him  ;  to  whom  were  joined 
the  Bilhop  of  Kochefter  *  and  fome  others. 
.Dartmouth,  then  Privy  Seal,  and  Paulet,  Lord 
Steward,  flood  neuters.  The  Duke  of  Shrew  {bury 
hated  the  Treasurer,  but  facrificed  all  refentmtnts 
to^eafe,  profit,  and  power ;  and  was  then  in  Ire- 
land acting  a  part  directly  oppofite  to  the 
court,  which  he  had  fagacity  enough  to  forefee 
might  quickly  turn  to  account ;  ib  that  the  Earl 
of  Oxford  ftood  almoft  fingle,  and  every  day 
found  a  vifible  declenfion  of  the  Queen's  favour  to- 
wards him  •,  which  he  took  but  little  care  to  re- 
clrefs,  dt- firing  nothing fo  much  as  leave  to  deliver 
tip  his  flair.  \Yhich,  however,  as  conjunctures  then 
iioocl,  he  was  not  able  to  obtain  ;  his  adverfarics 
not  having  determined  where  to  place  it  :  Neither: 
was  it,  upon  fcvtral  accounts,  a  work  fo  proper  to 
be  done,  while  the  parliament  fit,  where  the  mi- 
ni flry  had  already  loft  too  much  reputation,  and 
tfpecially  in  the  houfe  of  Lords.  By  \vhat  I  could 
gather  from  feveral  difcourfes  with  the  Treafurer,  it 
v;as  nor  very  difficult  to  find  on:  how  he  reafoned 

0 

with  himftlf.  The  church-party  continued  violently 
bent  to  have  fc>me  recciiki-y.  removals  made  in  the 
guilds,  as  \vell  as  a  further  change  in  the  civil 

*    Dr.  Atterbury. 
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employments' through  the  kingdom.  All  the  great 
officers  about  the  court,  or  in  her  Majefty's  ier- 
fervice,  except  the  Duke  of  Shre*  (bury  and  one  or 
two  more,  were  in  the  fame  opinion  ;  the  Queen 
herfelf,  fince  her  laft  illncf>  at  Windier,  had  the  like 
difpolitions  and,  I  think,  it  may  appear  from  ie- 
veral  pafTages  already  mentioned,  that  the  blame  of 
thofe  delays,  To  often  complained  of,  did  not  ori- 
ginally lie  at  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  door.  But  the 
Rate  of  things  was  very  much  changed  by  feveral 
incidents  :  The  Chanceller,  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and 
Lady  Mafliim,  had  intirely  forfaken  him,  upon 
fufpicions  I  have  mentioned  before ;  which,  al- 
though they  were  founded  on  mifrake,  yet  he 
would  never  be  at  the  pains  to  clear  ;  and,  as  he 
firft  lefTened  his  confidence  with  the  Queen,  by 
preffing  her  upon  thofe  very  points,  for  \vhich  his 
friends  accufed  him  that  they  were  not  perform- 
ed ;  fo,  upon  her  change  ot  fentiments,  after  her 
recovery,  he  loft  all  favour  and  credit  with  her, 
for  not  feconding  thofe  new  refolutions  from  which 
fhe  had  formerly  been  fo  averfe.  Bjfides  he  knew 
as  well  .as  all  others  who  were  near  the  court,  that 
it  was  hardly  poffible  the  Queen  could  furvive 
many  months  ;  in  which  cafe,  he  muft  of  ncccfnty 
bring  upon  him  the  odium  and  vengeance  of  the 
iucceiTor,  and  of  that  party  which  muft  then  be 
predominant,  who  would  quickly  unravel  all  he  had 
done  ;  Or,  if  her  Mnjefty  ihould  hold  out  longer 
than  it  was  reafonable  to  expect,  yet,  after  having 
done  a  work  that  muft  procure  him  many  new  ene- 
mies, he  could  expect  nothing  but  to  be  difcharged  . 
in  difpleafure.  Upon  thefe  reafons  he  continued 
his  excufes  to  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  for  not  ad- 
vancing the  money;  and,  during  the  fix  laft 
months  of  his  minitlry,  would  enter  into  no  affairs 
but  what  immediately  concerned  the  bufinefs  of  his 
office.  That  whole  period  was  nothing  elfe  but  a 
fcene  of  murmuring  and  difcofiterit,  quarrel  and 
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mifunderftanding,  animofity  and  hatred,  between 
him  and  his  former  friends.  In  the  mean  time  the 
Queen's  countenance  was  wholly  changed  towards 
liim  ;  file  complained  cf  his  fiknce  and  fullennefs  j 
and,  in  return,  gave  him  every  day  frefti  initances 
of  neglect  or  difpleaiure. 

The  original  of  this  quarrel  among  the  mini- 
Iters,  which  .had  been  attended  with  ib  many  ill 
confequences,  began  fir  ft  between  the  Treafurer 
and  Lord  Bolingbroke,  from  the  caufes  and  inci- 
dents I  have  already  mentioned  ;  and  might,  very 
probably,  have  been  prevented,  if  the  Treafurer 
had  dealt  with  lefs  referve,  or  the  Lord  Boling- 
broke had  put  that  confidence  in  him  which  fo  fin- 
cere  a  friend  might  reafonably  have  expected.  Nei- 
ther, perhaps,  would  a  reconcilement  have  been  an. 
affair  of  much  difficulty,  if  their  friends  en  both 
fides  had  not  too  much  obferved  the  common  pru- 
dential forms  of  not  caring  to  intermeddle  ;  which, 
together  with  the  addition  of  a  fhrug,  was  the  con- 
itant  anfwer  I  received  from  moft  of  them,  when- 
ever I  preiTed  them  upon  the  fubjecl:.  I  cannot  tell 
whether  my  Lord  Trevor  may  be  excepted,  be- 
cauie  I  had  little  acquaintance  with  him,  although 
I  am  inclined  to  the  negative.  Mr.  Prior,  who 
was  much  loved  and  efteemed  by  them  both,  as  he 
\vell  defetved,  upon  the  account  of  every  virtue 
that  can  qualify  a  man  for  private  converfation, 
might  have  been  the  propereft  peifon  for  fuch  a 
work,  if  he  could  have  thought  it  to  confift  with. 
the  prudence  of  a  courtier  ;  but,  however,  he  was 
abfent  in  F  ance  at  thofe  junctures  when  it  was. 
chiefly  necerTary.  And  ta  fay  the  truth,  moft  per- 
fons  had  fo  avowedly  declared  themfelves  on  one 
iide  or  the  other,  that  thefe  two  great  men  had 
hardly  a  common  friend  left  except  myfeif.  I  had 
tver  been  treated  with  great  kindnefs  by  them  both  ; 
and  1  conceived  that  what  1  wanted  in  weight  and 
credit  might  be  made  up  with  fincerity  and  free- 
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<4om.  The  former  they  never  doubted,  and  the 
latter  they  had  conftant  experience  of :  I  had  ma- 
naged between  them  for  almoft  two  years;  and 
their  candour  was  fo  great,  that  they  had  not  the 
leaft  jealoufy  or  iufpicion  of  me.  And  I  thought 
I  had  done  wonders,  when,  upon  the  Queen's  be- 
ing laft  at  Windfor,  I  put  them  in  a  coach  to  go- 
thither  by  appointment,  without  other  company;, 
where  they  would  have  four  hours  time  to  come 
to  a  good  underftanding  ;  but,  in  two  days  after, 
I  learned  from  them  both  that  nothing  was  done. 

There  had  been  three  biihoprics  for  fome  time 
vacant  in  Ireland,  and  I  had  prevailed  on  the  Earl 
of  Oxford,  that  one  of  them  Ihould  be  divided. 
Accordingly,  four  divines  of  that  kingdom  were 
named  to  the  Queen,  and  approved  by  her  ;  but, 
upon  fome  difficulties  not  worth  mentioning,  the 
Queen's  mandatory  letters  to  Ireland  had  been  de- 
layed :  I  prefTed  the  treasurer  every  week,  while 
her  Majefty  was  at  Windfor,  and  every  day  after 
her  return,  to  finifh  this  affair  as  a  point  of  great 
confequence  to  the  church  in  that  kingdom  ;  and, 
growing  at  length  impatient  of  fo  many  excufes,  I 
fell  into  fome  paffion,  when  his  Lordfhip  freely 
told  me,  that  he  had  been  earneft  with  the  Queen 
upon  that  matter,  about  ten  times  the  laft  fort- 
night, but  without  effect ;  and  that  he  found  his 
credit  wholely  at  an  end.  This  happened  about 
eleven  weeks  before  the  Queen  died  :  And,  two 
nights  after,  fitting  with  him  and  Lord  Boling- 
broke,  in  Lady  Mafham's  lodgings  at  St.  James's, 
for  fome  hours  ,  I  told  the  Treafurer,  that,  hav- 
ing defpaired  of  any  reconciliation  between  them,  I 
had  only  ftaici  fometime  longer  to  forward  the  dif- 
pofal  of  thofe  biihoprics  in  Ireland,  which  fince 
his  Lordihip  told  me  was  out  of  his  power,  I  now 
refolved  to  retire  immediately,  as  from  an  evil  I 
could  neither  help  to  redrefs,  nor  endure  the  fight 
of  :  That,  before  I  left  them,  I  defired  they  would 
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anfwer  me  two  queftions :  Firft,  Whether  thefe 
mifchiefs  might  not  be  remedied  in  two  minutes  ? 
And,  fecondly,  Whether,  upon  the  prefent  foot, 
the  miniftry  would  not  be  infallibly  ruined  in  two 
months  ?  Lord  Bolingbroke  anfwered  to  each 
queftion  in  the  affirmative,  and  approved  of  my 
refolution  to  retire  \  but  the  Treafurer,  after  his 
manner,  evaded  both,  and  only  deiired  me  to  dine 
with  him  next  day.  However,  I  immediately  went 
down  to  a  friend  in  Berkfhire,  to  await  the  ifTue, 
which  ended  in  the  removal  of  my  Lord  Treafurer, 
and,  three  days  after,  in  her  Majefty's  death. 

Thus  I  have,  with  fome  pains,  recollected  feve- 
ral  pafTages,  which  I  thought  were  moft  material 
for  the  fatisfaclion  of  thofe  who  appear  fo  much 
at  a  lofs  upon  the  unaccountable  quarrels  of  the 
late  miniftry.  For,  indeed,  it  looked  like  a  riddle, 
to  fee  perfons  of  great  and  undifputed  abilities, 
called  by  the  Qu_een  to  her  fervice,  in  the  place 
of  others  with  whofe  proceedings  fhe  was  dif- 
gufted,  and  with  great  fatisfaftion  to  the  clergy, 
the  landed  intereft,  and  body  of  the  people,  run- 
ning, on  a  fudden,  into  fuch  a.  common  beaten 
court-tract  of  ruin,  by  divifions  among  themfelves ; 
not  only  without  a  viiible  caufe,  but  with  the  ftrong- 
eft  appearances  to  the  contrary,  and  without  any 
refuge  to  the  uiual  excufe  of  evil  inftruments,  or 
cunning  adverfaries,  to  blow  the  coals  of  diflention  ; 
for  the  work  was  entirely  their  own. 

I  impute  the  caufe  of  thefe  misfortunes  to  the 
Queen,  who,  from  the  variety  of  hands  (lie  had 
employed,  and  reafonings  me  had  heard  fince  her 
coming  to  the  crown,  was  grown  very  fond  of  mo- 
derating fchemes,  which,  as  things  then  ftood, 
were  by  no  means  reducible  to  practice ;  (he  had 
likewife  a  good  (hare  of  that  adherence  to  her  own 
opinions,  which  is  ufually  charged  upon  her  fex. 
,  And,  laftly,  (as  I  before  obferved)  having  received 
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fome  hints   that  (he  had  formerly  been   too  much 
governed,  fhe  grew  -very  difficult  to  be  advifed. 

The  next  in  fault  was  the  Treafurer,  who,  not 
being  able  to  influence  the  Queen  in  many  points, 
with  relation  to  party,  which  his  friends  and  the 
kingdom  feemed  to  have. much  at  heart,  would 
needs  take  all  the  blame  on  himfdf,  from  a  known 
principle  of  (late  prudence,  that  a  fir  ft  minifter 
muft  always  preferve  the  reputation  of  power  : 
But  I  have  ever  thoughi,  that  there  are  few  max- 
ims in  politics,  which,  at  iume  conjundluivs,  may 
not  be  very  liable  to  an  exception.  The  Queen 
was  by  no  means  inclined  to  make  many  changes 
in  employments  ;  the  was  pofltive  in  her  nature, 
and  extremely  given  to  delay,  And  fure-y  ihti'e 
were  no  proper  qualities  for  a  chief  minifte.  to  per- 
fonate  towards  his  neareft  frirnds,  who  were  bir.ught 
into  employment  upon  very  different  vle\>rs  and 
promifes.  Nor  could  any  reputation  ot  power  be 
worth  preferving  at  the  e^pence  of  bringing  fince- 
fity  into  queition.  I  remember,  upon  a  Saturday, 
when  the  minifters  and  one  or  two  friends  of  the 
Treafurer  conftantly  met  to  dine  at  his  houfe,  one 
of  the  company  attacked  him  very  warmly,  on  ac- 
count that  a  certain  Lord,  who  perpetually  oppofed 
the  Queen's  meafures,  was  not  difmiiTed  from  a 
great  employment,  which,  befides  other  advanta- 
ges, gave  that  Lord  the  power  of  chufing  feveral 
members  of  parliament.  The  Treafurer  evaded 
the  matter  with  his  ufual  anfwer,  that  this  was 
whipping- day  :  Upon  which,  the  Secretary  Boling- 
broke,  turning  to  me,  laid,  It  was  a  ftrange  thing, 
that  my  Lord  Oxford  would  not  be  fo  kind  to  his 

J 

friends,  and  p.-  juft  ro  his  own  innocence,  as  to 
vindicate  himfelf  where  he  had  no  blame  ;  for,  to 
his  knowledge  and  thu  Chancellor's,  (who  was  then 
alib  prefent),  the  Treafurer  had  frequently  and 
carneftly  moved  the  Queen  upon  that  very  point 
without  effeft  :  Whereupon,  this  minifter  finding 
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himfelf  prefTed  fo  far,  told  the  company,  that  he 
had  at  laft  prevailed  with  her  Majefty,  and  the 
thing  would  be  done  in  two  days,  which  followed 
accordingly.  I  mention  this  fact  as  an  inftance  of  . 
the  Earl  of  Oxford's  difpofition  to  prefer  ve  fome 
reputation  of  power  in  himfelf,  and  remove  all 
blame  from  the  Queen  ;  and  this,  to  my  particular 
knowledge,  was  a  frequent  cale  ;  but  how  !ar  juf- 
tifiable  in  point  of  prudence,  I  have  already  given 
my  opinion  However,  the  Treafurer's  friei  vis 
were  yet  much  more  to  blame  than  himfelf :  He 
had  abundance  of  merit  with  them  all,  not  only 
upon  acccount  of  the  public,  the  whole  change  of 
the  miniftrv  having,  been  effected  without  anv  in- 

^  o  • 

tervention  of  theirs,  by  him  and  Lady  Mafham  ; 
but,  likewife  from  the  confequ:jnce  of  that  change, 
whereby  the  greateft  employments  of  the  kingdom 
were  divided  among  trum,  and  therefore,  in  com- 
mon juftice  as  well  as  prudence,  they  ought  to 
have  been  more  indulgent  to  his  rtal  Bailings,  ra- 
ther than  fufpecl  him  of  imaginary  ones,  as  they 
often  did,  through  ignorance,  refinement,  or  mil- 
take  :  And  I  mention  it  to  the  honour  of  the  Se- 
cretary Bolingbroke,  as  well  as  of  the  TYeafurer, 
that  having  myfelf,  upon  many  occaiions,  joined 
with  the  former,  in  quarrelling  with  the  Earl's 
conduct  upon  certain  points,  the  Secretary  would, 
in  a  little  time,  after,  frankly  own  that  he  was  alto- 
gether miftaken. 

Laftly,  I  cannot  excufe  the  remlflhefs  of  thoie, 
whofe  buimefs  it  fhould  have  been,  as  it  certainly 
was  their  intereft  to  have  interpofed  their  good  of- 
fices for  healing  this  unhappy  breach  among  the 
minifters :  But  of  this  I  have  already  fpoken. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 

[Written  about  a  year  after/] 

TTAving  proceeded  thus  far,  I  thought  it  would 
•*••*•  be  unneceiTary  to  fay  anything  upon  the  other 
head,  relating  to  the  defign  of  bringing  in  the  Pre- 
tender: For,  upon  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  impeach- 
ment, the  gentlemen  of  the  prevailing  fide  aflured 
me,  that  the  whole  myftery  would  be  foon  laid  o- 
pen  to  the  world,  and  were  ready  to  place  the  me- 
rit of  their  caufe  upon  that  iiTue  :  This  difcovery 
we  all  expected  from  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Com- 
mitte  :  But,  when  that  treatife  appeared,  (whoever 
were  the  compilers)  we  found  it  to  be  rather  the 
work  of  a  luxuriant  fancy,  an  abfolute  ftate- 
pamphlet,  arguing  for  a  caufe,  than  a  dry  recital 
of  facts,  or  a  tranfcript  of  letters;  and,  for  what 
related  to  the  Pretender,  the  authors  contented 
themfelves  with  informing  the  public,  that  the 
whole  intrigue  was  privately  carried  on  in  perfonal 
treaties  between  the  Earl  of  Oxford  and  the  Abbe 
Gau'itier,  which  mull  needs  be  a  doctrine  hard  of 
digeftion  to  thofe  who  have  the  leaft  knowledge  ei- 
ther of  the  Earl  or  the  Abbe,  or  upon  what  foot 
the  latter  ilood  at  that  time  with  the  Englifh  minif- 
try  :  I  conceive  that  whoever  is  at  a  diitance  e- 
nough  to  be  out  of  fear  either  of  a  vote  or  a  mef- 
fenger,  will  be  as  eaiily  brought  to  believe  all  the 
Popiili  legends  together.  And  to  make  fuch  aa 
alTertion,  in  a  public  report  delivered  to  the  Houfs 
of  Commoms,  without  the  leaft  attempt  to  prove 
it,  will  feme  time  or  other  be  reckoned  fuch  a  {train 
upon  truth  and  probability,  as  is  ha,d  to  be  equal- 
led in  a  Spaniih.  romance.  I  think  it  will  be  allow- 
ed, that  the  articles  of  high  treafon  drawn  up  a- 
gainft  the  Earl  were  not  altogether  founded  upon 
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the  report,  or  at  leaft  that  thofe  important  hints 
about  bringing  in  the  Pretender  we-re  more  proper 
materials  to  furnifh  out  a  pamphlet  than  an  im- 
peachment ;  fince  this  accufation  hath  no  part  e- 
ven  amom*  the  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors. 

But,  notwithstanding  all  this,  and  that  the  Earl 
of  Oxford,  after  two  years  refidence  in  the  tower, 
W3>  at  length  difmified  without  any  trial ;  yet  the 
reproach  ftill  went  on,  that  the  Queen  s  laft  minif- 
try,  in  concert  with  their  miftrefs,  were  deeply  en- 
gaged in  a  defign  to  fet  the  Pretender  upon  the 
throne.  The  cultivating  of  which  accuiation  I  im- 
pute to  the  great  goodnefs  of  thofe  in  power,  who 
are  fo  gracious  to  affign  a  reafon,  or  at  leaft  give  a 
countenance  for  that  fudden  and  univerfal  fweep 
they  thought  fit  to  make  on  their  firft  appearance  ; 
whereas  they  might  as  well  have  fpared  that  cere* 
mony,  by  a  fhort  recourfe  to  the  royal  prerogative, 
which  gives  every  Prince  a  liberty  of  chufing  what 
fervants  he  will. 

There  are  two  points  which  I  believe  myfelf  able 
to  make  out.  Firft,  that  neither  the  late  Queen 
nor  her  minifters  did  ever  entertain  a  defign  of 
bringing  in  the  Pretender  during  her  Majefty's  life, 

/"\i«    »1-\'jf    h  c*    In./Yiilsi    11 1  r1 /»/•>/=>  rl    orYpr«    ]-\fr-    f\  f>  r-  **  'j  4  ^ 


or  that  he  fhould  fucceed  after  her 

Secondly,  that  if  they  conceived  fuch  a  defign, 
it  '^as  abfolutely  necefTary  to  profecute  it  fr<-rt'  rhe 
firft  year  of  their  miniftry  ;  becaufe3  for  at  tenir  a 


year  before  the  Queen's  death,  it  was  impoilible 
tJ  have  put  fuch  a  defign  in  execution. 

I  muft  premife  with  three  circumftances  which 
have  a  great  effect  on  me,  and  muft  have  the  like 
upon  thofe  among  my  friends  who  have  any  toler- 
able opinion  of  my  veracity,  and  it  is  only  to  thofe 
that  I  offer  them. 

1  remember,  during  the  late  treaty  of  peace,  dif- 
courfing  at  fcveral  times  with  fome  very  eminent 
pr-r<on-  of  the  oppofite  fide,  with  whom  I  had  long 
acquaintance,  I  afked  them  fenouily,  \vheihcr  they 

or 
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or  any  of  their  friends  did  in  earneft  believe,  or 
fuipecl  the  Queen  or  the  miniftry  to  have  any  fa- 
vourable regards  towards  the  Pretender  ?  They  ail 
contefled  for  themfelv.cs,  that  they  believed  nothing 
of  the  matter;  and  particularly  <  pedbn  at  prcient 
in  great  emplo ,  ment  faid  to  me  with  much  frank- 
nefs.  "  You  let  up  the  church  and  fcacheveral  a- 
gainft  us,  and  we  fet  up  trade  and  the  Pretender 
agaiiiit  you. 

The  lecond  point  I  would  oblerve  is  this,  That, 
during  the  courfe  of  the  late  miniftry,  upon  occa- 
fion  of  the  libels  everyday  thrown  about,  I  had  the 
curioiiiy  to  alk  almofl:  every  perfon  in  great  employ- 
ment, whether  they  knew,  ,01  had  heard,  .of  any 
one  particular  man  (excepr  thofe  who  profeiTed  to 
be  Nonjurors)  that  discovered  the  Ituft  mdinaron 
-towards  the  Pretender ;  and  ihe  A  hole  number 
they  could  nvufter  up  did  not  amount  ;o  above  live 
or  fix,  among  which  one  was  a  certain  old  L  ;rd 
lately  dead,  and  one  a  private  gentleman,  of  !;irle 
confequence,  and  of  a  broken  fortune  :  Ytt  J  do 
not  believe  myfeif  to  have  omitted  any  one  giear 
man  that  came  in  my  way,  except  the  Duke  of 
Buckingham,  in  who;e  company  I  never  was  above 
once  or  twice  at  moft  :  I  am.,  therefore,  as  confi- 
dent as  a  man  can  be  of  any  truth  which  will  not 
•  admit  a  demonftration,  that,  upon  the  Queen's 
death,  if  we  except  Papifts  and  Nonjurors,  there 
could  not  be  five  hundred  perfons  in  England,  of 
all  ranks,  who  had  any  thoughts  of  the  Pretender  ; 
and,  among  thefe,  not  fix  of  any  .quality  or  con- 
fequence  :  But  how  it  hath  come  to  pals  that  feve- 
ral  millions  are  laid  to  have  iince  changed  their 
fentiments,  it  fliall  not  be  my  part  to  inquire. 

The  laft  point  is  of  the  lame  {train,  and  I  offer 
it,  like  the  two  former,  to  convince  only  thofe 
who  are  willing  to  believe  me  on  my  own  word  ; 
that  having  been,  for  the  fpace  of  almoft  four 
years  very  nearly  and  perpetually  comrerfant  •••  ith 
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thofe  who  had.  the  greateft  {hare  of  pcnver,  and 
this,  in  their  times  of  leifure  as  well  as  bulinefs,  I 
could  never  hear  one  fincle  \vord  to  be  let  fall  in 

^-* 

favour  of  the  Pretender,  although  I  was  curious 
enough  to  obferve,  in  a  particular  manner,  what 
pafled  upon  that  fubje&.  And  I  cannot  but  think, 
that,  if  fuch  an  affair  had  been  in  agitation,  I  muft 
have  had  either  very  bad  luck,  or  a  very  fmall 
fhare  of  common  underflanding,  not  to  have  dif- 
covered  fome  grounds,  at  leaft,  for  fufpicion.  Be- 
caufe  I  never  yet  knew  a  minifter  of  (late,  or  indeed 
any  other  man,  fo  great  a  matter  of  fecrecy,  as  to 
be  able,  among  thofe  he  nearly  converted  with, 
wholly  to  conceal  his  opinions,  however,  he  may 
cover  his  defigns.  This  I  fay,  upon  a  fuppofition 
that  they  would  have  held  on  the  malk  always  be- 
fore me,  which,  however,  I  have  no  reaibn  to 
believe.  And,  I  confefs,  it  is  with  the  expence  of 
fome  patience  that  I  hear  this  matter  fummariiy  de- 
termined by  thofe  who  had  no  advantages  of  know- 
ing any  thing  that  pafled,  otherwife  than  what  they 
found  in  a  libel  or  a  coffeehoufe  ;  or,  at  beft,  from 
general  reafonings  built  upon  miftaken  facts.  Now, 
although  what  I  have  hitherto  faicl  upon  this  point 
can  have  no  influence  further  than  my  own  perfo- 
nal  credit  reacheth,  yet.  I  confefs,  I  {hall  never 
be  brought  to  change  my  opinion,  till  fome  one, 
who  had  more  opportunities  than  I,  will  be  able 
to  produce  any  flngle  particular  from  the  letters, 
the  difcourfes  or  the  actions  of  thofe  minifters,  as. 
a  proof  of  what  they  alledge,  which  hath  not  yet  I 
been  attempted  or  pretended. 

Bur,  I  believe,  there  may  be  feveral  arguments 
of  another  nature  produced,  which  can  make  it 
very  evident  to  thofe  who  will  hear  reafon,  that 
the  Queen's  mjnifters  never  had  it  in  their  thoughts 
to  alter  the  fuccefiion  of  the  crown. 

For,  firft,  when  her  Majefty  had  determined  to  I, 

change  her  fervants,  it  is   very  well  known,  that! 

if 
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thofe,  whom  the  appointed  t :  ;uc.:cd  them,  were 
generally  accounted  favourers  o:  what  is  called  the 
Lo.v  church  party,  not  only  my  Lords  Oxtord, 
.Bolingbioke,  and  .ii:ircourt,  but  a  great  majority 
of  the  reft :  Arnon«  which  I  can  immediately  name 

o  * 

tiu  Dukes  of  Shrewfbury.  Ncwcaftle,  and  Argyle  ; 
the  Eails  of  Peterborow,  Pxivers,  Stratford,  Hay, 
and  Orrery;  the  Lords  Manfel  and  Mailiam,  with, 
ieveral  others  whom  I  cannot  at  prefent  recollect,. 
Whereas,  of  the  other  party,  the  Dukes  of  Or- 
mond  and  Buckingham,  and  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
mouth were  the  only  perfons  introduced  at  £rft, 
and  very  few  afterwards  :  Which,  I  fuppofe,  will 
clearly  evince,  that  the  bringing  in  of  the  Preten- 
der was  not  the  original  fcheme  of  fuch  minifters, 
and  that  they  were  by  no  means  proper  inftrurnents 
for  fuch  a  work. 

And  whoever  knew  any  thing  of  the  Queen's 
difpolition,  muft  believe  ihe  had  no  inclinations  at 
all  in  favour  of  the  Pretender  :  She  was  highly  and 
publicly  difpleafed  with  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  be- 
caufe  he  was  feen  under  the  fame  roof  with  that 
perfon  at  an  opera,  when  his  Lordfhip  was  fent  to 
France  upon  fome  difficulties  about  the  peace  ;  her 
'Majefty  faid,  that  he  ought  to  have  immediately 
withdrawn,  upon  the  appearance  of  the  other; 
.wherein,  to  fpeak  with  freedom,  I  think  her  judge- 
ment was  a  little  miilaken.  And  at  her  toilet,  a- 
mo-ng  her  women,  \vhen  mention  happened  to  be 
made  of  the  Chevalier,  {he  would  frequently  let 
fall  cxpreilions  of  itich  a  nature,  that  made  it  ma- 
nifeft  how  little  flie  deferved  thofe  reproaches 
which  have  been  caft  on  her  fince  her  death,  upon 
that  account. 

Belides,  I  have  already  faid,  that  her  Majefiy 
began  thofe  changes  at  court  for  no  other  caulc 
than  her  perfonal  difpieafure  againft  a  certain  fa- 
mily, and  their  allies  ;  and  from  the  hope  fhe  had 
to  obtain  a  peace,  by  the  removal  of  fome  whofe 

G  2  intereft 


76          An  INQUIRY  Into  tie  Bcbaviwr 

intereft  it  was  to  obftrucl  it :  That  when  the  for- 
mer Chancellor,  Prefideat,  and  others  came  to  her, 
determined  to  deliver  up  their  employments,,  me 
preiled  them  fomewhat  more  than  it  became  her 
dignity,  to  continue  in  their"  francos  ,  of  which, 
I  fuppoie,  my  Lord  Cowper  is  yet  a  living  vvit- 


nefs. 


I  am  forced  to  repeat  what  !  have  before  obfrrv- 
ed,  that  it  was  with  the  utmort  difficulty  fhf  could 
he  ever  perfuaded  to  -difniifs  any  -perfon  upon  rhe 
icore  of  party,  and  that  ihe  drove  her  ininiftei-:  in- 
to the  gieateft  diftrefs,  upon  my  Lord  Notting- 
ham's vote  agaiait  any  peace  without  Spain,  for 
want  of  'fpeaking  to  one  or  two  depending  Lords, 
although  with  the  la  ft  danger  of  breaking  the  mea- 
fures  flie  was  moft  fond  of  towards  fettling  ;Jie  re- 
pofe  of  Europe.  She  had,  btfides  upon  the  re- 
moval of  the  Dutchefs  of  MarlhoroBgh,  chofen 
another  great  lady  *  fo  fucceed,  who  quickly  grew 
into  higher  credit  than  all  her  mmifters  together  : 
A  lady  openly  proftffing  the  ucmoft  averlioc  from 
the  perfons,  the  principles,  and  meafuves  of  thofe 
\vlio  were  then  in  power,  and  excelling  all,  even 
of  her  own  fex,  in  every  art  of  infinuation  :  And 
this  her  Majefty  thought  fit  to  do,  in  oppofhion  to 
die  ftrongeft  re'prefcii cations  that  couid  pofiibly  be 
.made  to  her,  of  the*  inconveniencies  which  would 
cnfue.  Her  only  objection  again.ft  feveral  clergy- 
men, recommend-;  d  to  her  for  promotions  in.  the 
church,  was  their  being  100  violent  in  party.  And 
a  lady,  in  high  favour  with  her,  hath  frequently 
allured  me,  that  whenever  ihe  moved  rhe  Q^t'en 
to  diicard  fome  perfons,  who,  upon  all  occ aliens, 
with  tjreat  virulence,  oppofed  the  court,  her  Ma- 
jefty  would  cunftantly  refufe,  and,  at  the  fame 
time}  condemn  her  for  too.  much  party-zeal. 

But,  beiide  all  this,  there  never  was  a  more  ftale 

. 
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or  antiquated  caufe  than  that  of  the  Pretender,  at 
the  time  when  her  Majefty  chole  her  laft  minifters, 
\vho  were  moft  of  them  children  or  youths,  when 
King  James  II.  abdicated  :  They  found  a  Prince 
upon  the  throne -before  they  were  of  years  to  trou- 
ble themfelves  with  fpeculations  upon  government ; 
and,  coniequently,  could  have  no  fcruples  of  con- 
fcience  in  fubmitting  to  the  prefent  powers,  iincc 
they  hardly  remembered  any  other.  And,  truly, 
this  was  in  general  the  cafe  of  the  whole  kingdom: 
For  the  adherents  of  King  James  II.  were  all  either 
dead  or  in  exile,  or  funk  in  obfcurity,  laden  with 
years  and  want ;  ib  that  if  any  guile  were  contract- 
ed by  the  Revolution,  it  was  generally  underftcod 
that  our  anceftors  were  only  to  anfwer  for  it.  And 
I  am  confident,  with  an  exception  to  profeffed 
Nonjurors,  there  was  not  one  man  in  ten  thoufand, 
through  lingland,  who  had  other  fentiments.  i-«or 
can  the  contrary  opinion  be  defended,  by  arguing 
the  prodigious  difaffecYion  at  prefent,  becaufe  the 
fame  thing  hath  happened  before  from  the  fame 
caufes  in  our  own  country,  and  within  the  memo- 
ry of  man,  although  not  with  the  fame  event.. 

But  Rich  a  clifafFecYiun  could  hardly  have  been 
raifed  againft  an  abfent  prince,  who  was  only  in 
expectation  of  the  throne  ;  and,  indeed,  I  cannot 
but  reckon  it  25  a  veiy  ftrong  argument  for  the 
good  difpofition,  both  in  the  miniftry  and  kingdom, 
towards  the  houfe  of  Hanover,  that,  During  my 
Lord  Oxford's  adminiftration,  there  was  never 
thrown  out  the  leaft  reflection  againft  that  illuftri- 
ous  Houfe,  in  any  libel  or  pamphlet';  which  would 
hardly  have  happened,  if  the  fmall  parry- writers 
could  have  thought,  that  by  fuch  a  performance,  they 
would  have  made  their  court  to  thofe  in  power; 
and  whicii  would  certainly  have  been  a  very  ufetui 
preliminary,  if  any  attempt  had  been  intended  to- 
wards altering  the  iucceffion  to  the  cro^n.  But, 
however,  to  fay  the  truth,  irrveftives  againft  the 

G  3  abfent, 
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abfent,  and  with  whom  we  have  nothing  to  d®, 
although  they  may  render  perfons  little  and  con- 
temptible, can  hardly  make  them  odious  \  For 
hatred  is  produced  by  motives  of  a  very  different 
nature,  as  experience  hath  ihewn.  And  although  . 
politicians  affirm  it  more  eligible  for  a  prince  to  be 
hated  than  defpifed,  yet  that  maxim  is  better  cal- 
culated for  an  abfolute  monarchy  than  for  the  cli- 
mate of  England.  But  I  am  leriiible  this  is  a  di- 
greffion  ;  therefore  T  return. 

The  treaties  made  by  her  Majefty  with  France 
and  Spain*  were  calculated  in  feveral  points  direct- 
ly againft  the  Pretender,  as  he  hath  now  found  to| 
his  coft,  and  as  it  is  manifeft  to  all  the  world.  Nei- 
ther could  any  thing  be  more  fuperfkial  than  the 
politics  of  thofe  who  could  be  brought  to  think: 
that  the  Regent  of  France  would  ever  engage  in 
meafures  againft  the  prefent  King  of  England,  and 
how  the  grimace  of  an  a  mb  a  flavor's  taking  or  not 
taking  his  public  character,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the 
Earl  of  Stairs,  fhould  ierve  fo  long  for  an  amufe- 
inent,  cannot  fufHciently  be  wondered  at.  What 
can  be  plainer,  than  that  the  chief  intereft  of  the 
Duke. of  Orleans  is  woven  and  twirled  with  that 
of  King  George  ;  and  this,  Whether  it  fhali  be 
.thought  convenient  to  fuffer  the  young  King  of 
Prance  to  live  longer,  or  not  ?  For,  in  the  feconcv 
cafe,  the  Regent  perfectly  agrees  with  our  prefent 
King  in  this  particular  circumfhnce,  that  the  whole 
Border  of  fucceffion  hath  been  broken  for  his  fake ;.: 
by  which  means  he  likewife  will  be  incumbered 
with  a  Pretender,  and  thereby  engaged,  upon  the 
itrongeft  motives,  to  prevent  the  union  of  France 
and  Spain  under  one  monarch.  And,  even  in  the 
other  cafe,  the  chance  of  a  boy's  life,  and  his  leav- 
ing heirs- male  of  his  body,  is  fo  dubious,  that  the- 
"hopes  of  a  crown  to  the  Ptegent,  or  his  children, 
will  c°rtainly  keep  thar  Prince,  as  long  as  his  power 
continues,  very  firm  in  his  alliance  with  England. 

And 
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And,  as  this  defign  was  originally  intended  and 
avowed  by  the  Qjueen's  minifters,  in  their  treaties 
with  France  and  Spain,  fo  the  events  have  fully  an- 
fwered  in  every  particular.     The  prefent  King  fuc- 
ceeded  to  thefe  crowns  with  as  hearty  and  univerfal 
a  difpofidon  of  the  people,  a-  could  poflibly  confift 
with  the  grief  for  the  lofs  of  fo  gracious   and  ex- 
cellent a  Frincefs  as  her  late  Majefty  :  The  parlia- 
ment was  moft  unanimous  in  doing  every  thing  that 
could  endear  them  to  a  new  Monarch.    The  gene- 
ral  peace   did   entirely  put  an  end  to   any  defign 
which  France  or  Spain  might   probably  have   laid 
to  make  a  diverfion  by  an  invafion  upon  Scotland, 
with  the  Pretender  at  the  head,  in  cafe  her  Majefty 
had  happened  to  die  during  the  courfe  of  the  war: 
And,  upon  the  death  of  the  late  French  king,  the 
Duke  of  Orleans  fell  immediately  into  the  ftricleft 
meafures  with  England  ;  as  the  Queen  and  her  mi- 
nifters eafily  forefaw  it  would   be  ntxeffary  for  him 
to  do,  from  every  reafon  that  could  regard  his  own 
intereft.     If  the  Queen  had  died  but  a  fhort  time 
before  the  peace,  and  either  of  the  two  great  pow- 
ers engaged   againft   us   had  thought   fit   to   have 
thrown  fome  troops  into  Scotland,  although  it  could 
not  have  been  a  very  agreeable  circumftance  to  a 
fuccefTor  and  a  ftranger,  yet  the  univerfal  inclina- 
tions at  that  time  in  England  towards  the  Houfe  of 
Hanover,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  prevented 
the  confequences  of  fuch  an  enterprize.     But,  on 
the  other  fide,  if  the  war  had   continued  a  year 
longer  than  her  Majefty's  life,  and  the  fame  caufes 
had  been  applied  to  produce  the  fame  effects  upon 
the  affections  of  the  people,  the  iflue  muft  inevita- 
bly have  been  either  a  long  and  bloody  civil  war, 
or  a  fudden  revolution.     So  that  no  incident  could 
have  arrived  more  effectual   to   fortify  the   King's 
title,  and  fecure  his  pofftffion,  than  that  very  peace 
fo  much  exploded  by  one  party,  and  fo  juftly  ce- 
lebrated by  the  other  $    in  continuing  to  declare 

which 
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which  opinions,  under  the  prefent  fituation  of 
things,  it  is  not  very  improbable  that  they  may  both 
be  in  jeft. 

But  if  any  articles  of  that  peace  were  like  to  en- 
danger the  Proteftant  fucceffion,  how  could  it  come 
to  pafs  that  the  Dutch,  who  were  guarantees  of  that 
fucceffion,  and  valued  for  zealous  defenders  of  it, 
fhould  be  fo  ready  with  their  offers  to  comply  with 
every  article  ;  and  this  for  no  greater  a  reward  than 
a  fhare  in  the  Ajfiento  trade,  which  the  oppofers  of 
peace  reprefented  to  be  only  a  trifle.  That  the  fact 
is  true,  I  appeal  to  Monfieur  de  Buys,  who,  upon 
fome  difficulties  the  ministry  were  under  by  the 
Earl  of  Nottingham's  vote  againft  any  peace  while 
Spain  continued  in  the  Bourbon  family,  undertook 
to  make  that  matter  eafy,  by  getting  a  full  appro- 
bation from  the  States,  his  Matters,  of  all  her  Ma- 
jefty's  proceedings,  provided  they  might  be  fharers 
in  that  trade.  I  can  add  this  further,  that  fome 
months  after  the  concluilon  of  the  peace,  and  a- 
midft  all  the  appearing  difcontents  of  the  Dutch, 
a  gentleman  who  had  long  refided  in  Holland,  and 
was  occafionally  employed  by  the  minifters  here, 
affiired  me  that  he  had  power  from  the  penfioner  to 
treat  with  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  about  fending  hither 
an  extroardinary  embafiy  from  Holland,  to  declare 
that  the  States  were  fully  fatisfied  with  the  whole 
plan  of  the  peace,  upon  certain  conditions,  which 
were  eafy  and  honourable,  and  fuch  as  had  no  re- 
lation at  all  to  the  Pretender.  How  this  happened 
to  fail,  I  never  inquired,  nor  had  any  difcourfe  a- 
bout  it  with  thofe  in  power.  For  then  their  affairs 
were  growing  defperate,  by  their  quarrels  among 
themfelves,  and  by  the  Earl  of  Oxford's  declina- 
tion in  the  Queen's  favour ;  both  which  became  fo 
public,  as  well  as  her  Majefly's  bad  ftate  of  health, 
that,  I  fuppofe  thofe  circumftancec  might  eafily  cool 
the  Dutch  politicians  in  that  purfuit. 

I  re^ 
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I  remember  to  have  Heard  it  objected  againft  the 
late  miniftry,  as  an  inftance  of  their  inclination  to- 
wards the  Pretender,  that  they  were  carelefs  in  cul- 
tivating a  good  correfpondence  with  the  Houie  of 
Hanover.  And,  on  the  other  fide,  I  know  very 
well  what  continual  pains  were  employed  to  fatisrjr 
and  inform  the  Elector,  and  his  minifters,  in  every 
ftep  taken  by  her  Majefty,  and  what  offers^were 
made  to  his  Highnefs  for  any  further  iecurities  of 
the  f-.icceffion  in  him  and  his  family,  that  could 
conflft  with  the  honour  and  fa f try  of  tht  Queen. 
To  this  purpose  were  all  the  in.itructi'-ns  given  to 
Earl  Rivers,  Mr.  Thomas  Harley,  Lord  Clarendon, 
.and  feme  others.  Bat  all  endeavours  vvtir.  rend.r- 
ed  abortive  by  a  foolifh  circumftan.ee,  which  iuuh 
often  made  me  remember  the  common  observation, 
of  the  greateft  events  depending  frequently  upon 
the  loweft,  vileft,  and  ob'cureft  caufes  :  And  this 
is  never  more  verified  than  in  courts,  and  the  iffiies 
of  public  -affairs,  whereof  1  could  produce,  from 
my  own  knowledge  and  obfervation,  three  or  four 
very  furprizing  inftances.  I  have  feen  an  old  bed- 
maker  *,  by  officioufly  going  to  one  door  when 
gratitude  as  well  as  common  lenfe  fhould  have  lent 
her  to  another,  be'come  the  infh  ument  of  putting  the 
nation  to  the  expence  of  Come  thoufand  lives,  and 
feveral  millions  of  money.  I  have  known  us  great 
an  event  from,  the  ftupidity,  or*wilfulne(s  of  a  beg- 
garly Dutchman  f ,  who  lingered  on^  purpofe  half 
an  hour  at  a  vifit,  when  he  had  promifed  to  be 
fome where  elfe.  Of  no  greater  dignity  was  that 
circumftance,  which  rendered  ineffectual  all  endea- 
vours of  the  late  miniilry  to  eftablifh  themfelves  in 
the  good  graces  of  the  court  of  Hanover,  as  I  fhall 
particularly  relate  in  another  work.  It  may  fuffice 

*  Mrs.  Foiffon,  necefiary  woman  to  the  Queen,  preferred  to  that 
employmert  by  my  Lady  Maiham. 
,  f  Carew  Lord  Hunfden,  born  and  bred  In  Holland, 
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to  hint  at  prefent,  that  a  delay  in  conveying  a  very 
inconfiderable  fum,  to  a  very  inconfiderable  French 
vagrant  J,  gave  the  opportunity  to  a  more  induftri- 
ous  party,  of  corrupting  that  channel  through 
which  all  the  ideas  of  the  difpofitions  and  defigns 
of  the  Queen,  the  minifters,  and  the  whole  Britifh 
nation  were  conveyed. 

The  fecond  point  which  I  conceive  myfelf  able  to 
make  out,  is  this  :  Th-u  if  the  Queen's  minifters 
had,  with  or  without  the  knowledge  of  theiv  Mi- 
jftrefs,  entertained  any  thoughts  of  altering  the  fuc- 
ceffion  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  ic  was  .  abib- 
lutely  necerTary  tor  them  to  have  begun,  and  proie- 
cuted  that  defign,  as  Toon  as  they  came  into  her 
Majefty's  fervice. 

There  were  two  circumftances  which  would  have 
made  it  neceflary  for  them  to  have  loft  no  time. 
Firft,  becaufe  it  was  a  work  that  could  not  poilibly 
be  done  on  a  iudden.  For  the  whole  nation,  al- 
moft  to  a  man,  excepting  profefied  Nonjuiors,  had 
conceived  the  utmoft  .ibhorrence  of  a  Popifl^  iuc- 
eeffor.  \nd,  as  I  have  already  obferved,  the  fcruple 
of  confcience,  upon  the  point  of  loyalty,  was  whol- 
ly confined  to  a  few  antiquated  Nonjurors,  who  lay 
ftarving  in  obfcurity.  So  that,  in  order  to  have 
brought  fuch  an  affair  about  in  a  parliamentary 
way,  fome  years  muft  have  been  employed  to  turn 
the  bent  of  the  nation,  to  have  rendered  one  per- 
fbn  odious  and  another  amiable.;  neither  of  which 
is  to  be  foon  cOmpaiTed  towards  abient  princes, 
unlefs  bv  comparing  them  with  thoie  of  whom 

'  i  O 

we  have  had  experience,  which  was  not  then  the 
cafe. 

The  other  circumftance  was  the  bad  condition  of 
the  Queen's  health  ;  her  Majefty  growing,  every  day 

\  Robithan,  then  ?t  H.inover,  but  in  the  fervice  of  fome  other 
German  Prince,  it  is  not  known  how,  got  into  fome  credit  with  the 
5»c(5tor, 

more 
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more  unwieldy,  and  the  gout,  with  other  diforders 
increafing  on  her ;  fo  that  whoever  was  near  the 
court,  for  about  the  two  laft  years  of  her  reign, 
might  boldly  have  fixed  the  period  of  her  life  to  a 
very  few  months,  without  pretending  to  prophefy,. 
And  how  little  a  time  the  minifters  had  for  fo  great 
a  work  as  that  of  changing  the  fucceffion  of  the 
crown,  and  how  difficult  the  very  attempt  would 
have  been,  may  be  judged  from  the  umbrage  taken 
by  feveral  Lords  of  the  Church-party,  in  the  laft 
year  of  her  reign,  who  appeared  under  an  appre- 
henfion  that  the  very  quarrels  among  the  minifters 
might  poffibly  be  of  Ibme  difadvamtage  to  the  Houfe 
of  Hanover.  And  the  univerfal  declaration,  both 
among  Lords  and  Commons,  at  that  time,  as  well 
in  favour  of  the  Elector  as  againft  the  Pretender, 
are  an  argument  beyond  all  conviction,  that  fome 
years  muft  have  been  fpent  in  altering  the  difpofl- 
tions  of  the  people.  Upon  this  occaiion  I  {hall 
not  foon  forget  what  a  great  minifter  then  faid  to 
me,  and  which  I  have  been  fmce  affured  was  like- 
wife  the  Duke  of  Shrewfbury's  opinion,  That  there 
could.be  no  doubt  of  the  Elector's  undifturbed  iuc- 
ceffion  ;  but  the  chief  difficulty  lay  in  the  future 
difafiection  of  the  church,  and  people,  and  landed 
intereft,  from  that  univerfal  change  of  men  and 
meaiures,  which  he  forefaw  would  arrive.  And  it 
muft  be,  to  all  impartial  men,  above  a  thoufand 
witrieffes,  how  innocent  her  Majcfty's  fervants  were 
upon  this  article  ;  that,  knowing  ib  well  through 
what  channels  all  favour  was  to  pafs  upon  the 
Queen's  demife,  that,  by  iheir  coming  into  power, 
they  had  utterly,  and  for  ever,  broken  all  meafures 
with  the  oppofite  party ;  and  that,  in  the  beginiii-  g 
of  their  adminiftration,  there  wanted  not,  perhaps, 
certain  favourable  junctures,  which  fome  fuiure 
circumftances  would  not  have  failed  to  cultivate  ; 
yet  their  actions  mewed  them  fo  far  from  any  view 
towards  the  Pretender,  that  they  neglected  purJ'uing 
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thofe  meafures  which  they  had  conftantly  in  their 
power,  not  only  of  fecuring  themfelves,  but  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  church,  without  any  violence  to  the 
Proteftant  fucceffion  in  the  peribn  of  the  Elector. 
And  this  unhappy  neglect  I  take  to  have  been  the 
only  difgrace  of  their  miniflry.  To  prevent  this 
evil  was,  I  confefs,  the  chief  point  wherein  ail  my 
little  politics  terminated  ;  and  the  methods  were 
eafy  and  obvious.  But  whoever  goes  about  to  gain 
favour  with  a  prince  by  a  readinefs  to  enlarge  his 
prerogative,  although  out  of  principle  and  opinion, 
ougat  to  provide  that  he  be  not  out-bid  by  another 
pai. -y,  however  profeffing  a  contrary  principle.  For 
I  never  yet  read  or  heard  of  any  party  acting  in 
oppofition  to  the  true  inrereft  of  their  country, 
whatever  republican  denominations  they  affected  to 
be  diitinguifhed  by,  who  woukl  not  be  contented 
to  chaffer  public  liberty  for  perfonal  power,  or  for 
an  opportunity  of  gratifying  their  revenge,  Of 
which  truth  Greece  and  Rome,  as  well  as  many 
other  dates,  will  furnifh  plenty  of  examples.  This 
reflection  I  could  not  weli  forbear,  although  it  may 
be  of  little  ufe  further  than  to  difcover  my  own 
refentment.  And  yet,  perhaps,  that  misfortune 
ought  rather  to  be  imputed  to  the  -ant  of  conceit 
and  confidence,  than  of  prudence  or  courage. 

I  mult  here  take  notice  of  an  accufation  charged 
upon  the  la  re  miniftry,  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  they  put  a  lie,  or  falfehood,  into  the  Queen's 
moir:h,  to  be  delivered  to  her  parliament.  Mr.  Tho- 
mas Harley  was  lent  to  the  Euclor  of  Hanover  with 
instructions,  to  offer  his  Highnefs  any  further  fecuii- 
ties,  for  fettling  the  fuccefiion  in  him  and  his  family, 
that  could  •  onfift  with  herMajefty's  hqnourandfafety. 
This  gentl.  man  writ  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  o.  State, 
3f Tittle  before  his  return  from  Hanover,  iignjfyng 
in  direct  terms,  that  the  Ekclor  exprefled  himi .if 
f  «-kfied  in  the.  Queen's  proceedings,  apd  deiimi  to 
live  in  confidence  with  her.  He  writ  to  the  fame 

purpofe 
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purpofe  to  one  of  the  under-fecretafies,  and  men- 
tioned the  fact  as  a  thing  that  much  pleafed  him, 
and  what  he  deiired  might  be  as  public  as  poffiblc. 
Both  theie  letters  I  have  read  ;  and  the  Queen,  as 
(he  had  reaion  to  ftippofe,  being  fufficiendy  autho- 
rifed  by  this  notice  from  her  minifter,  made  men- 
tion of  that  information  in  a  fpeech  fiom  the  throne. 
If  the  fact  were  a  lie,  it  is  what  I  have  not  heard 
Mr.  Harley  to  have  been  charged  with.  From 
what  hath  fince  pafled  in  the  world  I  fnoulJ  indeed 
be  inclined  to  grant,  it  might  have  been  a  compli- 
ment in  his  Highnefs,  and  perhaps  underflopd  10 
be  lo  by  the  Queen  ;  but,  without  queftion  hei* 
Ma':?ity  had  a  fair  excufe  to  take  the  Elector  accord- 
ing <o  his  words.  And  if  this  be  fo,  the  imputa- 
tion of  faifehood  rnuft  remain  where  thefe  accufcrs 
of  that  excellent  Prince  fs's  veracity  will,  I  funpofe, 
Dot  profefs  (at  leaft)  an  inclination  to  place  it. 

I  am  very  willing  to  mention  the  point,  wherein, 
as  J  faid,  all  my  little  policies  terminated,  and  where- 
in I  may  pretend  to  know  that  the  miniilers  were 
of  the  fame  opinion  ;  and  would  have  put  it  in 
practice,  if  it  had  pleafed  God  to  let  them  continue 
to  act  with  any  kind  of  unanimity, 

I  have  already  obferved,  how  well  it  was  known 
at  court  what  meafures  the  Elector  intended  to  fol- 
low, whenever   his   fucceiiion   Ihould    take   place  ; 
and  what  hands  he  would   employ   in   the   admini- 
ftration  of  his  affairs.     I  have   likewife  mentioned 
fome  facts  and  rtfafons,  which  influenced  and  fixed 
his  Highnefs   in   that  determination,  notwiihftand- 
ing,  all  poffible  endeavours  to  divert   him  from  it, 
Now,   it  we  conlidtr  the  dilpoliuons  of  England  at 
that  time,  when  almoft  the  whole  body  of  thecler- 
•  j  gy,   a  vaft  majority  of  the  landed   intercft,   and   of 
I1  the  people  in   general,   were  of  the  Church-party  ; 
1 1  it  mutt  be  pranted  that  one  or  two  acts,  which  m'mht 

\~J  ^j 

ha^e  palled  in  r:n  clays,  would  h?.ve  put  it  utterly 
oti;  oi     he  power  or  the  fu'rceflbr  to  have  procured 
VOL,  XI[.  H  a  Honfc 
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a  Houfe  of  Commons  of  a  different  ftamp,  and  this 
with  very  little  diminution  to  the  prerogative  ;  which 
afls  might  have  been  only  temporary.  For  the  ufual 
arts  to  gain  parliaments  can  hardly  be  Applied  ith 
iu.refs  after  the  election,  againft  a  majority,  at  leaft, 
of  riiree  in  four;  becaufe  thf:  trouble  and  expence 
wouid  be  too  great,  befide  the  lois  of  reputation.  For 
neither  could  fuch  a  number  of  members  find  their 
account:  in  point  of  profit,  nor  would  the  crown  be 
at  ib  much  charge  nnd  hazard  merely  for  the  fake 
of  governing  by  a  fmall  party*  againft  the  bent  and 
genius  of  the  nation.  And,  as  to  all  attempts  of 
influencing  electors,  they  would  have  been  fuffi- 
ciently  provided  for  by  the  icheme  intended.  I 
iuppole  it  need  not  be  added,  that  the  government 
of  Kn gland  cannot  move  a  ftep,  while  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  continues  to  diilike  proceedings,  or 
perfons  employed,  at  leaft  in  an  age  when  parlia- 
ments are  grown  fo  frequent,  and  are  made  fo  ne- 
cefTary  :  Whereas  a  minifter  is  but  the  creature  of 
a  day;  and  a  Houfe  of  Lords  hath  been  modelled 
in  many  reigns,  by  enlarging  the  number,  as  well 
as  by  other  obvious  expedients. 

The  judicious  reader  will  foon  comprehend  how 
eafily  the  Icgiflature,  at -that  time,  could  have  pro- 
vided againft  the  power  and  influence  of  a  court, 
or  miniftry,  in  future  elections,  without  the  leaft 
injury  to  the  iucceffion,  and  even  without  the  mo- 
dern invention  of  perpetuating  themlelves ;  which, 
however,  I  muft  needs  grant  to  be  one  of  the  moft 
effectual,  vigorous,  and  refolute  proceedings  that  I  • 
have  yet  met  with  in  reading  or  information.  For 
the  long  parliament  under  King  Charles  I.  although 
it  mould  bs  allowed  of  good  authority,  will  hardly 
amount  to  an  example. 

I  muft  again  ur^e   and   repeat,    that   thofe   who 
charge  the  Eirl  of  Ox-ord,    and   the   reft   of  that 
miniftry,  with  a  ddign  of   altering    the   fuccefiion 
of  the  crown  in  favour  of  the  Pretender,  will,  per- 
haps, 
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haps,  be  at  fome  difficulty  to  fix  the  time  when 
that  deiign  was  in  agmrion  :  For,  if  fuch  an  at- 
tempt had  begun  with  their  power,  it  is  not  eafy 
to  iffign  a  reafon  why  it  did  not  fucceed;  bscaufe 
.  there  were  certain  periods  when  her  Majefty  and 
her  fervants  were  extremely  popular,  and  the  houfe 
of  Hanover  not  altogether  fo  much,  upon  account 
of  iome  behaviour  and  management  in  one  or  two  of 
their  minifters  here,  and  fome  other  circumstances 
that  may  better  be  paffed  over  in  iilence:  All  which, 
however,  had  no  other  confequence  than  that  of 
repeated  meflages  of  kindnefs,  and  alTurance  to  the 
Elector..  During  "the  laft  two  years  of  the  Queen's 
life,  her  health  was  in  fuch  a  condition,  that  it  was 
(wondered  how  {he  could  hold  out  fo  long  :  And 
then,  as  I  have  already  obferyed,  it  was  too  late 
and  hazardous  to  engage  in  an  enterprize  which 
required  fo  much  time*  and  which  the  minifters 
themfelves  had  rendered  impracticable  by  the  whole 
courfe  of  their  former  proceedings,  as  well  as  by 
the  continuance  and  heightening  of  thole  difTen-' 
iions  which  had  early  rifen  among  them. 

The  party  now  in  power  will  eaiily  agree,  that 
this  defign  of  overthrowing  the  facceffion  could 
not  be  owing  to  any  principle  of  confcience  in  thofc 
whom  they  accufe  ;  for  they  knew  very  well,  by 
their  own  experience  and  obfervation,  that  fuch 
kind  of  fcruples  have  given  but  final!  difturbance 
of  iate  years  in  thefe  kingdoms.  Since  intereft  is 
therefore  the  only  teft  by  which  we  -ire  to  judge  the 
intentions  of  thole  who  manage  public  affairs,  it 
would  have  been  but  reafonable  to  have  fhewn  how 
the  intereft  of  the  Queen's  minifters  could  be  ad- 
vanced by  introducing  the  Pretender,  before  they 
were  charged  wills,  fuch  an  intention.  Her  Majefty 
was  feveral  years  younger  than  her  intended  fucccf- 
for,  and,  at  the  beginning  of  that  miniftry,  had  no 
cliforders  except  the  gout,  which  is  not  ufuaily  rec- 
koned a  fhertner  of  lire  ;  and  thofe  in  chief  trull 
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•were,  generally  fpeaking,  older  than  their  Miftrefs: 
So  that  no  peribns  had  ever  a  fairer  pr.ofpecl  of 
running  on  the  natural  life  of  an  Englifh  minirlry; 
cbnfidering,  likewife,  the  general  vogue  of  the 
kingdom,  at  that  time,  in  their  favour.  And  it 
vvili  be  hard  to  find  an  inftance  in  hiftory  ot  a  fee 
of  men,  in  full  pollcfiion  of  power,  fo  fanguine  as 
to  form  an  enterprize  of  overthrowing  the  govern- 
ment, without  the  viable  profpect  of  a  general  de- 
fection, which  (then  at  leaft)  xvas  not  to  be  hoped 
for.  Neither  do  I  believe  it  was  ever  heard  of,  that 
a  mini  ft ry  in  fuch  circumftances  durft  engage  in  fo 
dangerous  an  attempt,  without  the  direct  commands 
of  their  Sovereign.  And  as  to  the  perform-then  in 
iervice,  if  they  may  be  allowed  to  have  common 
fenfe,  they  would  much  fooner  have  furrendered 
their  employments,  than  hazacd  the  lols  of  their 
heads  at  fo  great  odds,  before  they  had  tried  or 
changed  the  difpofition  of  the  parliament  ;  which 
is  an  accufation,  that,  I  think,  none  of  their  libel- 
lers have  charged  upon  them,  at  leaft  till  towards 
the  end  of  their  mimftry ;  and  then  very  abfurdly, 
becaufe  the  want  of  lime,  and  other  circumftances, 
rendered  fuch  a  work  impofilble,  for  feveral  reafons- 
\vhich  I  have  already  related. 

And  whoever  coniiders  the  late  Queen,  fo  Iktle 
cnterpriiing  in  her  nature,  fo  much  given  to  delay, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fo  obfrinate  in  her  opinions, 
(as  rcftinefs  is  commonly  attended  with  flownels), 
io  great  a  purfuer  of  peace  and  quier,  and  fo  ex- 
empt from  the  two  powerful  paiiions  of  love  and 
hatred  ;  will  hardly  think  ihe  had  a  fpirit  turned 
for  Juch  an  undertaking  ;  if  we  add  to  thi~,  the 
contempt  fhe  ofren  exprelicd  for  the  perfon  and 
concerns  of  the  Chevalier,  her  brother,  of  which  I 
have  already  laid  enough  to  be  undcrftood. 

It  hatli  been  objected  again  it  the  late  Queen  and 
her  fervants,  as  a  mark  of  no  favourable  difpofltion 
towards  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  that  the  hlectora! 

Prince 


ef  the  QUEENS  loft  MINISTRY.          89 

Prince  was  not  invited  to  re  fide  in  England:  And, 
at  the  fame  time,  it  ought  to  be  obferved,  that  this 
Objection  was  raifed  and  fpread  by  the  leaders  of 
that  party,  who  fir  ft  oppofed  the  counfel  of  invit- 
ing him,  offering,  among  other  arguments  again  ft 
it,  the  e-xample  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  who  would 
not  fo  much  as  fuffer  her  fucceffbr  to  be  declared^ 
exprefilng  herfelf,  that  (lie  would  not  live  with  her 
grave-done  always  in  her  fight  ;  although  the  cafe 
be  by  no  means  parallel  between  the  two  Queens. 
For,  in  her  late  Majefty's  reign,-  the  crown  was 
as  firmly  fettled  on  the  Hanover  family  as  the  legif- 
feture  could  do  it:  And  the  queftion  was  only, 
.whether  the  prefumptive  heir,  of  diftant  kindred, 
fhould  keep  his  cou;t  in  the  fame  kingdom  and  me- 
tropolis wirh  the  Sovereign,  while  the  nation  was 
torn  between  different  parties,  to  be  at  the  head  of 
that  faction,  which  her  Majefty  and  the  tody  of  her 
people  utterly  difapproved  :  And,  therefore,  the 
leaders  on  both  fides,  when  they  were  in  power,  did 
pofitively  determine  this  queftion  in  th'e  negative. 
j  And,  if  wre  may  be  allowed  to  judge  by  events,  die 
reafons  were  cogent  enough  ;  fince  differences  may 
happen  to  a  rife  between  two  princes  the  moii  near- 
ly allied  in  blood  ;  although  it  be  true  indeed,  ih.it, 
where  the  duty  to  a  parent  is  added  to  the  all  giance 
of  a  fubjecr.,  the  ccnfequence  of  family -diflcntions 
may  not  always  be  coniiderable. 

For  my  own  part.  I  -eely  told  rry  opinion  to  the 
tminifters;  and  did  afterwards  offer  many  reafonS 
i  for  it  in  a  difcourfe  intended  for  the  public,  (but 
'  ftopped  by  the  Queen's  death)  that  the  young  gra-d- 
<  fon  (whole  name  I  cannot  remember)  fhouid  bein- 
ivited  over  to  be  educated  in  England  ;  by  which,  I 
[conceived,  the  Queen  might  be  fe cured  from  the 
[influence  of  cabals  and  factions  ;  the  zealots,  '-ho 
I  affecled  to  believe  the  fucceffion  in  danger,  could 
j  have  no  pretences  to  complain;  and  the  nation 
I  might  one  day  hope  to  be  governed  by  a  prince  of 
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hnglifh  manners  and  language,  as  well  as  acquaint- 
ed with  the  true  conftitution  of  church  and  ftatc* 
And  this  was  the  judgement  of  thofe  at  the  helm 
before  I  offered  it:  Neither  were  they  or  their  Mi- 
itrefs  to  be  blamed,  that  fuch  a  refolution  was  not 
purfued.  .Perhaps,  from  what  hath  lince  happen-. 
cJ,  the  reader  will  be  able  to  fatisfy  himfelf. 

I  have  now  laid  all  I  could  think  convenient 
(considering  the  lime  wherein  I  am  writing)  upon 
thofe  two  points,  which  I  propofed  to  difcourfe  on  ; 
wherein  I  have  dealt  with  the  utmoft  impartiality, 
and,  I  think,  upon  the  faireft  fuppofition,  which  is 
that  of  allowing  men  to  acl;  upon  the  motives  of  their 
interefts  or  their  paffions :  For  I  am  not  fo  weak  as  to 
think  one  minifrry  more  virtuous  than  another,unlefs 
by  chance,  or  by  extraordinary  prudence  and  virtue 
of  the  Prince ;  which  laft,  taking  mankind  in  the 
jump,  and  adding  the  great  counterbalance  of  roy- 
al education,  is  a  very  rare  accident ;  and,  where 
it  happens,  is  even  then  of  little  ufe,  when  factions 
are  violent.  But  it  fo  falls  out,  that,  among  con- 
tending parties  in  England,  the  general  intereft  of 
church  and  ftate  is  rriore  the  private  intereft  of  one 
ilde  than  the  other ;  fo  that,  whoever  profeiTeth 
to  a£t  upon  a  principle  of  obferving  the  laws  of  his 
country,  may  have  a  fafe  rule  to  follow,  by  difco- 
vering  whofe  particular  advantage  it  chiefly  is,  that 
the  conftitution  ihould  be  preferved  entire  in  all  its 
paits.  For  there  cannot,  properly  fpeaking,  be  a- 
bove  two  parties  in  fuch  a  government  as  ours;  and 
one  fide  will  find  themfelves  obliged  to  take  in  all 
the  fubahern  denominations  of  thofe  who  diflike 
thd  prefent  eftablifhment,  in  order  to  make  them- 
felves a  balance  ngainft  the  other  ;  and  fuch  a  party 
compofed  of  mixed  bodies,  although  they  differ 
•widely  in  the  feveral  fundamentals  of  religion  and 
government,  and  all  of  them  from  the  true  public 
intereft  ;  yet,  whenever  their  leaders  are  taken  into 
power,  under  an  ignorant,  una&ive,  or  ill-defigning 

»  *•*  rr\     • 

Prince, 


•f  the  QUEENS  loft  MINISTRY.         9 1 

Prince,  will  probably,  by  the  affiftance  of  time  or 
force,  become  the  majority,  unlefs  they  be  prevent- 
ed by  a  fteadinefs,  which  there  is  little  reafon  to 
hope,  or  by  fome  revolution,  which  there  is  much 
more  reafon  to  fear.  For  abufes  in  admini Oration 
may  laft  much  longer  than  politicians  feem  to  be  a- 
ware  of;  efpecially  where  fome  bold  fteps  are  made 
to  corrupt  the  very  fountain  of  power  and  legifla- 
ture  :  In  which  cafe,  as  may  happen  in  fome  ftates, 
the  whole  body  of  the  people  are  drawn  in  by  their 
own  fuppofed  confent,  to  be  their  own  cnflavers  ; 
and  where  will  they  find  a  thread  to  wind  them- 
felves  out  of  this  labyrinth  ?  Or,  will  they  not  ra- 
ther wifh  to  be  governed  by  arbitrary  power,  after 
the  manner  of  other  nations  ?  For  whoever  confi- 
ders  the  courfe  of  the  Roman  empire  after  Caefar's 
ufurpation,  the  long  continuance  of  the  Turkifli 
government,  or  the  deftruction  of  the  Gothic  ba- 
lance in  moft  kingdoms  of  Europe,  will  eaflly  fee  how 
controulable  that  maxim  is,  that  res  nolunt  diu  male 
adminiftrari :  Becaufe,  as  corruptions  are  more  na- 
tural to  mankind  than  perfections,  fo  they  are  more 
likely  to  have  a  longer  continuance.  For  the  vices 
of  men,  confidered  as  individuals,  are  exactly  the 
fame  when  they  are  molded  into  bodies;  nor  other- 
wife  to  be  withheld  in  their  effects,  than  by  good 
fundamental  laws  ;  in  which,  when  any  great 
breaches  are  made,  the  confequence  will  be  the 
fame  as  in  the  life  of  a  particular  man,  whofe  vices 
are  feldom  known  to  end  but  with  himfelf. 


* 


THE 


THE 

A     D     D     R     E     S     S    . 

OF   THE' 

% 

HOUSE    of   LORDS  to  .the   QUEEN. 

[Drawn  up  by  Dr.  SWIFT,  at  the  command  of 
the  LORD  TREASURER,  and  delivered  by  die 
DUKE  of  GRAFTON.] 

'E  your  Majefty's  moft  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
jc&s,  the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  in 
parliament  afTembled,  do,  with  the  greateft  joy  and 
fatisfaction,  return  our  humble  thanks  to  your 
Majefty  for  your  moft  gracious  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  and  for  communicating  to  this  Houfe  that 
peace  is  agreed  on,  fo  honourable  to  your  Majefty, 
and  fafs  and  advantageous  to  your  kingdoms  ;  by 
which  we  hope,  with  the  blcfllng  of  God,  that  your 
people  will,  in  a  few  years,  recover  themfelves, 
after  io  long  and  expenfive  a  war.  We  likewife 
beg  leave  to  congratulate  with  your  Majefty  upon 
the  fuccefs  of  your  endeavours  for  a  general  peace  ; 
whereby  the  tranquillity  and  welfare  of  Europe  will 
be  owing  (next  to  the  Divine  Providence)  to  your 
Majefty's  wifdom  and  goodnefs.  We  never  had  the 
leaft  doubt  hut  that  your  Majefty,  who  is  the  greateft 
ornament  and  protector  of  the  Proteftant  religion, 
would  do  every  thing  for  Securing  the  Proteftant 
fucceffion  :  toward,  which  nothing  can  be  more 
neceffiry  than  the  perfect  harmony  there  is  between 
your  Majefty  and  the  Houle  of  Hanover.  Anr1  -e 
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do  humbly  ailure  your  Majefly,  that,  as  you  are 
pleated  to  -exprefs  your  dependence  (next  under 
God)  upon  the  duty  and  affection  of  your  people  ; 
we  think  ourielves  bound,  by  the  greateft  ties  of 
religion,  loyalty,  and  gratitude,  to  make  all  re- 
turns that  can  ^be  due,  from  the  moft  obedient  fub- 
jeds,  to  the  moft  indulgent  Sovereign. 

**************  4  4-H-****  ************* 
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PEACE    OF   UTRRECHT. 

E  Dr.  Hclvetius  was  fent  from  Paris,  by 
Torcy  to  Devemvordt  at  the  Hague,  with  the 
firft  proposals  for  a  peace  feparate  with  Holland  ;  a 
year  after  which  the  preliminaries,  at  Gertruden- 
'berg,  were  tranfadled  by  the  Mar.  D'Uxelles  and 
Polignac,  and  afterwards  Menager  was  privately 
difpatched  to  the  fame  effect. 

My  Lord  StrafFord  had  the  firft  intimation  of 
thefe  feparate  tranfactions  of  France  and  Holland, 
from  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  (as  a  thing  a  good 
while  before  in  agitation)  and  afterwards  from  De- 
venwordt  himfelf,  who  told  him  that  he  fent  to 
Paris  for  Dr.  Helvetius  to  cure  him  of  a  rheuma- 
tifm,  which  opportunity  Torcy  took  to  negotiate  by 
him. 

Hclvetius  fince  confirmed   the  fame   ftory  to  my 

Lord  StrafFord,  in  the  year  1720. 

• 
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change   of  mmiflry  about  four  years  ago, 
the  fall  of  the  Duke  of  Maiiborough,  auJ  the 
proceedings  fince,  in  relation  to  rhe  peace  and  trea-  j 
ties,  are  all   capable  of  being  very  mAliaoufly  re-  ! 
prefented  to  pjftcrity,  if  they  Oiould  faji  under  the  j 
pen   of  fome  writer  of  the  oppofite  pai\y,  as  they  j 
probably  may. 

Upon  thde  reafons,  it  is  neceiTiry,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  the  Queen,  and  in  juftice  to  her  fervants, 
that  fome  able  hand  ihouicl  be  immediately  em- 
ployed to  write  the  hittory  of  her  Majefty's  reign  ; 
that  the  truth  of  things  may  be  tranfmitted  to  fu- 
ture ages,  and  bear  down  the  falfehood  of  malici- 
ous pens. 

The  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  is  ready  to  undertake 
this,  humbly  defiring  her  Majefty  will  pleafe  to 
appoint  him  her  hiftoriogrnpher,  not  from  any 
view  of  the  profit,  (which  is  fo  inconsiderable  that 
it  will  hardly  ferve  to  pay  the  expence  of  fearching 
offices)  but  from  an  earned  defire  to  ferve  his 
Queen  and  country  ;  for  which  that  employment 
will  qualify  him,  by  an  opportunity  of  accefs  to 
thofe  places  where  papers  and  records  are  kept, 
which  will  be  neceflary  to  any  who  undertake  fuch 
an  hiftorv. 
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TN  order  to  fet  in  a  clear  light  what  I  have  to  fay 
•*  upon  this  fubjeft,  it  will  be  convenient  to  exa- 
mine the  (hue  of  the  nation,  with  reference  to  the 
two  contending  parties  ;  this  cannot  well  be  done 
without  fome  little  retrofpccYion  into  the  five  laft 
years  of  her  late  Majefty's  reign. 

I  have  it  from  unqueftionable  authority,  that 
the  Duchefs  of  Marlborough's  favour  began  to  de- 
cline very  foon  after  the  Queen's  acceflion  to  the 
throne,  and  that  the  Earl  of  Godolphin's  held  not 
much  above  two  years  longer ;  although  her  Ma- 
jefty  (no  ill  concealer  of  her  affections)  did  not 
long  time  to  deprive  them  of  their  power  until  a 
think  fitafter. 

The  Duke  of  Maryborough  and  the  Earl  of  Go- 
dolphin  having  fallen  early  into  the  ititcrrlh  of  'he 
lower  party,  for  certain  reafons  r.o  ••>  :  ble 
here  to  be  mentioned,  (but  which  may  deferve  a 
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place  in  the  hiftory  of  that  reign)  they  made  large' 
fteps  that  way  upon  the  death  of  the  Prince  of  Den- 
mark, taking  in  feveral  among  the  warmeil  lead- 
ers of  that  fide,  into  the  chief  employments  of  the 
ftate.  Mr.  Harley,  then  Secretary  of  ftate,  who 
who  difliked  their  proceedings,  and  had  very  near 
overthrown  their  whole  fcheme,  was  removed  with 
the  utmoft  indignation,  and,  about  the  fame  time, 
Sir  Sitnon  Harcourt  and  Mr.  St.  John,  with  fonxe 
ethers,  voluntarily  gave  up  their  employments. 

But  the  Qiieen,  who  had  then  a  great  efteem  for 
the  pcrion  and  abilities  of  Mr.  Harley  (and  in  pro- 
portion of  the  other  two,  although  at  that  time 
not  equally  known  to  her),  was  deprived  of  his 
fervice  with  fome  regret,  and  upon  that  and  other 
motives  well  known  at  court,  began  to  think  her- 
felf  hardly  ufed,  and  feveral  itories  ran  about, 
whether  true  or  falfe,  that  her  Majcfty  was  not  al- 
ways treated  with  that  duty  flic  might  expect. 
Mean  time  the  church  party  were  loud  in  their 
complaints,  furmiiing,  from  the  virulence  of  feve- 
ral pamphlets  ;  from  certain  bills  projected  to  bs 
brought  into  parliament  ;  from  endeavours  to  re- 
peal the  facramental  teft  ;  from  the  avowed  prin- 
ciples, and  free  fpt-eches  of  fome  perfons  in 
power,  and  other  jealoufies  nc:cdlefs  to  repeat, 
that  ill  dsfi.-ns  were  forming  againft  the  religion 
eftablifhed.  ' 

Thefe  fears  were  all  confirmed  by  the  trial  of 
Dr.  Sacheverel,  which  drew  rhe  populace,  as  one 
man,  into  the  party  agaiuft  the  miniilry  and  par- 
liament. 

The  miniftry  were  very  fiifpicidus,  that  the 
Queen  had  ftill  a  refer  ve  of  f-vour  ro  Mr.  Harley, 
\viiich  appeared  by  a  pafiagt  •  '  happened  fome. 
d;*ys  after  his  removal ;  for  the  Earl  of  G  *J<  sfphiu's 
coach  an'd  his  happening  to  meet  near  KeniSiii-  oo- 
the  ri.cu'1,  a  few  hours  after,  reproached  t :••  CKr.ea, 
that  (lie  privately  admitted  Mr.  Haricy,  and  was 

not 
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not  without  fome  difficulty  undeceived  by  her  Ma- 
jefty's  afleverations  to  the  contrary. 

Soon  after  the  Doctor's  trial,  this  gentleman, 
by  the  Queen's  command,  and  ihe  intervention  of 
Mrs.  Maiham,  was  brought  up  the  back- flairs ; 
and  thatPrinceis,  fpirited  by  the  addrefles  from  all 
parts,  which  (hewed  the  inclinations  of  her  fub- 
jects  to  be  very  averfe  from  the  proceedings  in 
court  and  parliament,  was  refoived  to  break  the 
united  power  of  the  Marlborough  and  Godolphin 
families,  and  to  begin  this  woik  by  taking  the  du- 
pe fa  1  r;f  employments  into  her  own  hands  .  For 
which  an  opportunity  happened  by  the  ue.uh  of  the 
E-.-i  or  Efiex,  lieutenant  or  ihc  lower,  whofe  em- 
ployment was  given  to  ihe  Larl  Rivets,  to  the-  great 
dii  content  of  me  Duke  of  \  arlborougb,  who  intend- 
ed it  for  the  Duke  of  !NortLumbtiLn;d,  then  colonel 
of  the  Oxford  regiment,  to  which  the  Earl  of 
Hartford  was  to  fuccced.  So.ne  time  after,  the 
Chamberlain's  .ftaff  was  difpofed  of"  to  the  Duke  of 
Shrewfbuiy,  in  the  abfencc,  and  without  the  privi- 
ty of  the  Earl  of  Godolphin.  The  Earl  o»"  bunder- 
land's  removal  followed,  and  laftly  that  of  ihe  High 
Tre.-iiurer  himfclf,  whofe  ofHce  was  put  into  co.rn- 
mifiion,  whereof  Mr.  Harley  (made  at  the  .fame 
time  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer)  was  one.  I  netd 
fay  nothing  of  other  removals,  which  are  well  e- 
nough  known  and  remembered  :  Let  it  fuilice, 
that,  in  eight  or  nine  months  time,  the  whole  face 
of  the  court  was  altered,  and  very  few  frie.i  ds  of 
the  former  miniilry  ler't  in  any  great  flauons  there. 

I  have  good  reafbns  to  be  aiTured,  that  when  the 
.Qtie-en  began  this  change,  flic  had  no  intentions 
to  car:  y  it  fo  far  as  the  church  party  expected,  and 
have  iince  been  fo  impatient  to  fee.  For,  although, 
fhe  were  a  true  profdlbr  of  the  religion  eftiibliihcd, 
yet  the  firft  niotives  to  this  alteration  did  not  arife 
•from  any  dangers  ihe  apprehended  to  that  or  the 
gov  rnn^nt  ;  but  from  a  deiire  to  get  out  of  the 
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dominion  of  fome,  who,  (he  thought,  had  kept  her 
too  much  and  too  long  in  pupilage.  She  was  in 
her  own  nature  extremely  dilatory  and  timorous  ; 
yet,  upon  fome  occafions,  politive  to  a  great  de- 
gree. And  when  file  had  got  rid  of  thole,  who 
had,  as  fhe  thought,  given  her  themofi  unealinefs, 
fhe  was  inclined  to  flop,  and  entertain  a  fancy  of 
acting  upon  a  moderating  fcheme,  from  whence  it 
was  very  difficult  to  remove  her.  At  the  fame  time 
I  mult  confefs  my  belief,  that  this  imagination  was 
put  into  her  head,  and  made  ufe  of  as  an  encou- 
ragement to  begin  that  work,  after  which  her  ad-- 
vifers  might  think  it  eafier  to  prevail  with  her  to  go 
as  far  as  they  thought  fit.  That  thcfe  were  her 
Majefty's  difpofitions  in  that  conjuncture,  may  be 
confirmed  by  many  instances.  In  the  very  height 
of  the  change,  fhe  appeared  very  lothe  to  part 
with  two  great  officers  of  ftate  of  the  other  party  ; 
and  fome,  whofe  abfence  the  new  minifters  molt 
earnestly  wilhed,  held  in  for  above  two  years  af- 
ter. 

Mr.  Harley,  who  acted  as  fir  ft  minifter  before 
he  had  the  flafF,  as  he  was  a  lover  of  gentle  mea- 
fures,  and  inclined  to  procraftination,  ib  he  could 
not,  with  any  decency,  prefs  the  Queen  too  much 
againft  her  nature .;  becaufe  it  would  be  like  run- 
ning upon  the  rock  where  his  predeceffors  had  fplit. 
But,  violent  humours  running  both  in  the  king- 
dom and  the  new  parliament,  againft  the  principles 
.and  perfons  of  the  low-church  party,  gave  this 
minifter  a  very  difficult  part  to  pKiy  The  warm 
members  in  both  houies,  efpecially  among  the  • 
commons,  prefled  for  a  thorough  change,  and  fo 
did  almoft  all  the  Qjieen's  new  iervants,  efpecially 
after  Mr.  Harley  was  made  an  E.irl  and  High  Trea- 
furer,  He  could  not  in  good  policy  own  his  want 
of  power,  nor  fling  the  blame  upon  his  miftrefs. 
And,  as  too  much  it-cre'y  was  one  of  his  faults, 
he  would  often,  upon  thefe  occaiions,  keep  his 
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neareft  friends  in  the  dark.  The  truth  is,  he  had 
likewise  other  views,  which  were  better  fuited  to 
the  maxims  of  date  in  general,  than  to  that  fiiua- 
lion  of  affairs.  By  leaving  many  employments  in 
the  hands  of  the  difcontenred  party,  he  fell  in  with 
the  Queen's  humour,  he  hoped  to  acquire  the  re- 
putation of  lenity,  and  kept  a.  great  mmiber'  of  ex- 
pectants in  order,  who  had  liberty  to  hope,  while 
any  thing  remained  undifpofed  of.  He  ieemed  a!- 
fo  to  think,  as  other  minifters  have  done,  that 
fince  factions  are  neceflary  in  fuch  a  government 
as  ours,  it  would  be  prudent  not  altogether  to  lay 
the  prefent  one  proftrate,  left  another  more  plau- 
lible,  and  therefore  not  fo  eafy  to  grapple  with, 
might  arife  in  its  ftead. 

However,  it  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  the 
load  he  bore  was  unjuftly  laid  on  him,  He  had 
no  favourites  among  the  Whig-party,  whom  he 
kept  in  upon  the  {core  of  old  friendittip  or  acquain- 
tance ;  and  he  was  a  greater  object  of  their  hatred- 
than  all  the  reft  of  the  ruinifirv  ioi»eihey. 
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GENESIS  xlix.  5,  6,  7. 
Simeon  and  Levi  are  brethren  ;   inftruments  of  cm-  • 

elty  are  in  their  habitations. 
0  my  feu!,   come  not  thon  into  their  fec^et^   unto   their 

affembly,  mine  honour,  be  not  thou  united  *,  for  in  their 

anger  thsy  Jleiu  a  man,  and  in  thtir  felf-iuill  they 

digged  down  a  ivu'l. 
Cwjed   be   their  arigertfor  it   was  fierce  ;  and  their 

ivraib,  for  it  iv.is  cruel.  I  ivill  divide  them  in  Jacob, 

and  fcatter  them  in  Ifrael, 

J 

T  Know  very  well,  that  the  church  hath  been  of- 
•*•  ten  ceni'ured  for  keeping  holy  this  day  of  hu- 
miliation. in  memory  of  that  excellent  Kinp"  and 

•i  O 

bleffed  marryr   Charles  I.  who  rather  chofe   to  die 

on  a  fcaFold  than  betray  the  religion  and  liberties 
of  his  people,  wherewith  God  and  the  laws  had 
entruiled  him.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  it  is  mani- 
feft,  that  thofe  who  make  fuch  en  fares  are  either 
people  without  any  religion  at  all,  .  who  derive 
iheir  principles,  and  perhaps  their  birth,  from  the 

abettors 
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abettors  of  thofe  who  contrived  the  murder  of  that 
prince,  and  have  not  (hewn  the  world  that  their 
opinions  are  changed.  It  is  alledged  that  the  ob« 
fervation  of  this  day  hath  ferved  to  continue  and 
increafe  the  animofity  and  enmity  among  our  coun- 
trymen, and  to  difunite  Proteftants ;  that  &  law 
was  made  upon  the  Restoration  of  the  Martyr's 
ion,  for  a  general  pardon  and  oblivion,  forbidding 
all  reproaches  upon  that  occallon  ;  and,  lince  none 
are  now  alive  who  were  actors  or  inftruments  in 
that  tragedy,  it  is  thought  hard  and  uncharitable  to 
up  the  memory  of  it  for  all  generations.  Now, 
becaufe  I  conceive  moft  of  you  to  be  ignorant  in 
many  particulars  concerning  that  horrid  murder, 
and  the  rebellion  which  preceded  it ;  I  will, 

Fir  ft  t  relate  to  you  fo  much  of  the  (lory  as  may 
be  fuflicient  for  your  information  : 

Secondly,  I  will  tell  you  the  confequences  which 
this  bloody  deed  had  upon  thefe  kingdoms  : 

And,  lajlly,  I    will'  (hew  you  to  what  good  ufes 
this  folemn  day  of  humiliation  may  be  applied. 

As  to  the  faft,  In  the  reign  of  this  Prince, 
Charles  the  Martyr,  the  power  and  prerogative  of 
the  King  were  much  greater  than  they  are  in  our 
times,  and  fo  had  been  for  at  leaft  700  years  be- 
fore :  And  the  beft  Princes  we  ever  had,  carried 
their  power  much  farther  than  the  blefied  Martyr 
offered  to  do  in  the  moft  blarneable  part  of  his 
reign.  But,  the  lands  of  the  crown  having  been 
prodigally  beftowed  to  favourites,  in  the  preceding 
reigns,  the  fucceeding  Kings  could  not  fupport  ; 
thetnfelves  without  taxes  raifed  by.  parliament ; 
which  put  them  under  a  receffity  of  frequently 
calling  thofe  arTemblles:  And,  the  crown-lands  be- 
ing gotten  into  the  hands  of  the  nobility  and  gen- 
try, befide  the  pojfTeffions  of  which  the  church  had 
been  robbed  by  Henry  VIII.  ;  power,  which  always 
follows  property,  grew  to  lean  tto  tkc  iide  of  the 
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people,  by    whom,    even    the    ruft    rights   of   the 
crown  were  often  difpated. 

But  further:   Upon  the  cruel  perfecution  raifed 
apainft  the  Proteftantf,  under  Queen  Mary,  amona 

^^*-  ^     ^  t-7 

orcat  numbers    who  fled  the   kingdom  to    leek   for 
ihelter,  ilvcra.1  went  and  reiided  at  Geneva,  which 
is  a  commonwealth  governed  without  a  King,   and 
where  the  religion,   contrived  by  Calvin,  is  without 
the  order  of  biinops.      When  the  Proteftant  faith 
was  reftored  by  Queen  Elizabeth,  thofe   who  fled  - 
to  Geneva   returned   among  the  reft  home  to  Eng- 
land,  and  were  grown  fo  fond  of   the  government 
and  religion    of   the   place  they  had  -left,   that  they 
tiled  all  pofTible  endeavours  to  introduce  both  into 
their  own  country  ;   at    the    fame   time    continually 
prea  hing  and   railing    againfl   ceremonies  and  dif- 
tincT:  habits    of   the   clergy,   taxing    whatever   they 
thfi  ked,  as  a  remnant    of  popery,  and    continued 
extremely  troublefome  to  the  church  and  ftate,  un- 
der   that    great    Queen,   as    well    as    her    fuccefTor 
II ing   James  I.       Thefe   people    called    themfelves 
Puritans,   as  pretending  to  a  purer  faith  than  thofe 
of  the    church   eftabtiflied.      And   thefe   xvere  the 
founders  of  our  ciii^niers.     They  did   not  think  it 
sufficient  to   leave    all    the   errors    of  popery,   but 
threw  off  rmny    laudable  and  edifying    infthiuions 
of  the  Primitive  Church,   and,   at  Ufr,  even  the  go- 
vernment of  bii'hups  ;   which,   having  been  ordain- 
ed by  the  apollics  themfelves?  had  continued  with- 
out interruption,   in   all  Chriftian  churches,  for  a- 
bove  i  500  years.      And    all   this   they  did,   not  be- 
caufe  thofe  things  were  evil,  but  becaufe  they  were 
kept  by  the  Papifts.     From  thence  they  proceeded, 
bv  J-rorees,  to  quarrel  with  the  kin*gly  government; 
|^  .    as  I  have  already  iaid,  the  city  of  Geneva, 

to  which  tl-.eir  fathers  had  flown  for  refuge,  was  a 
curnmO'."        '  ,   or  government  of  the  people. 

ri"Lcrc  1'.       :'.n3,  about  the  middle  of  the   Mar- 
-  r's  reign,  wtr-2  grown  to  be  a  confi  Jcrable  faction 
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in  the  kingdom,   and  in  the  Lower  Houfe  of  Par- 
liament.    They  filled  the  public  with  the  mo  ft  falfe 
and  bitter    libels   again  ft   the   bifhops    and    clergy, 
accnfing    chiefly    the    Very    beft   among    them   of 
Popery  ;     and,    at  the   fame   time,   the    Houfe    of 
Commons  grew  fo  infolent  and  uneafy  to  the  King, 
that  they  refilled  to  furnifh  him  with  neceffiry  fup- 
plies  for   the   fupport   of   his   family,  unlefs    upon 
iuch  conditions   as   he  could  not  fubmit  to  without 
forfeiting  his  tfonfcience  and  honour,  and  even  his 
coronation-oath.     And,  in    iuch  an  extremity,  he 
was  forced  upon  a  practice,   no  way  juftifiable,   of 
railing  money ;  for    which,  however,  he  had    the 
opinion  of   the   judges  on   his   fide  :   For,  wicked, 
judges  there  were  in  thofe  times  as  well  as  in  ours. 
There  were   likewife  many  complaints,   and  fome- 
times  jnftly,  made  againft  the  proceedings  of  a  cer- 
tain court,   called  the  Star  chamber^  a  judicature  of 
great  antiquity,   but  had  fuffered  fome  corruptions, 
for  which,   however,  the  King  was  no  way  anfwer- 
able.     I  cannot  recollect  any  more  fubjtcts  of  com- 
plaint with  the  leaft   ground    of   reafon,  nor  is    it 
needful  to    recollect  them,    becaufe    this   gracious 
King    did,  upon    the    firft    application,   redrefs  all 
grievances  by  an  act  of  parliament,  and  put  it  cut 
of  hie   power  to  do  any.hardfhips   for  the  future. 
But  that  wicked  faction  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,- 
not  content  with  all  thofe  marks  of  his  juitice  and 
condefcenilon,  urged    ftill  for  more  ;   and,  joining 
with  a  factious  party  from  Scotland,  who  had  the 
fame  fancies  in  religion,  forced  him  to  pafs  an  act 
for  cutting  off  the  head  of  his  beft  and  chief  minif- 
ter ;   and,  at  the  fame  time,  compelled  him,  by  tu- 
mults, and  threatenings  of  a  p^ckt  rabble,  poison- 
ed with  the  fame  doctrines,   to  pafs   another  law, 
by  which  it  fhotild  not  be   in  his  power  to  difToive 
tha:  parliament  without  their  own  confent.    Thus, 
by  the  greateft  weaknefs  and  infatuation   that  ever 
pofilfTed  any  man's  fpirit,  this  Prince  did  in  effect 
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iign  his  own  deftruftion.  For  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, having  the  reigns  in  their  own  hands,  drove 
on  furioufly  ;  fent  him  every  day  fome  unreafon- 
able  demand,  and,  when  he  refufed  to  grant  it, 
made  ufe  of  their  own  power,  and  declared,  that 
an  ordinance  of  both  Houfes,  without  the  King's 
confent,  fhould  be  obeyed  as  a  law,  contrary  to 
all  reafon  and  equity,  as  well  as  to  the  fundamental 
conilitution  of  the  kingdom. 

About  this  time  the  rebellion  in  Ireland  broke 
<mt,  wherein  his  parliament  refufed  to  affift  him  ; 
nor  would  accept  his  offer  to  come  hither  in  per- 
fon  to  fubdue  thofe  rebels.  Thefe,  and  a  thoufand 
other  barbarities,  forced  the  King  to  fummon  his 
loyal  fubjecls  to  his  ftandard  in  his  own  defence. 
Mean  while  the  Englifh  parliament,  inftead  of 
helping  the  poor  Proteftants  here,  feized  on  the 
•very  army  that  his  Majefty  was  fending  over  for 
our  relief,  and  turned  them  againft  their  own 
Sovereign.  The  rebellion  in  hngland  continued 
for  four  or  five  years :  At  laft  the  King  was  forced 
to  fly  in  difguife  to  the  Scots,  who  fold  him  to  the 
rebels.  Ant-  thefe  Puritans  had  the  impudent 
cruelty  to  try  his  facred  perl  on  in  a  mock  court  of 
juftice,  and  cut  off  his  head;  which  he  might  have 
faved,  if  he  would  have  yielded  to  betray  the  con- 
{Htution  in  church  and  ftate. 

In  this  whole  proceeding.  Simeon  and  Levi  were 
brethren,  the  wicked  infinuations  of  thofe  fanati- 
cal preachers  flirring  up  the  cruelty  of  the  foldiers, 
who, by  force  of  arms,  excluded  from  the  Houfe 
every  member  of  parliament,  whom  they  appre- 
hended to  bear  the  leaft  inclination  towards  an  a- 
greemen  with  the  King,  fuffering  only  thofe  to 
enter  who  thirfted  chiefly  for  his  blood;  and  this 
is  the  very  account  given  by  their  own  writers. 
From  whence  it  is  clear,  that  this  Prince  was,  in 
all  refpedts,  a  real  martyr  for  the  true  religion  and 
liberty  of  his  people,  That  odious  parliament  had 

firft 
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firft  turned  the  bifhops  out  of  the"  Houfe  of  Lords ; 
in  i  e-.v  years  afte-r,  they  murdered  their  king  ;  then 
immediately  abolifhed  the  whole  Houfe  of  Lords  ; 
and  fo,  at  laft,  obtained  their  wifhes,  of  having  a 
government  of  the  people,  and  a  new  religion, 
both  afcer  the  manner  of  Geneva,  without  a  King, 
a  hi/hop,  or  a  nobleman  ;  and  this  they  blafpbe- 
moufly  called  the  kingdom  of  Chi  ill  and  his  faints. 
This  is  enough  for  your  information  on  the  fir  ft 
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head :  I  (hall  therefore  proceed  to  the  iecond, 
wherein  I  will  fhew  you  the  miferable  confequences 
which  that  abominable  rebellion  and  murder  pro- 
duced in  thefe  nations. 

Firftt  The  Irifh  rebellion  was  wholly  owing  to 
that  wicked  Englifh  parliament.  For  the  leaders 
in  the  Iriili  Popifh  ma  fiacre  would  never  have  dar- 
ed to  ftir  a  finger,  if  they  had  not  been  encouraged 
by  that  rebellious  fpirit  in  the  Englifh  Houfe  of 
Commons,  which  they  very  well  knew  muit  diia- 
ble  the  King  from  fending  any  fupplies  to  his  Pro- 
teftant  fubjects  here  ;  and,  therefore,  we  may  tru- 
ly fay,  that  the  Englifh  parliament  held  the  King's 
hands,  while  the  Irifh  Papitts  here  were  cutting 
our  grandfathers  throats. 

Secondly,  That  murderous  Puritan  parliament, 
wh~  n  they  had  all  in  their  power,  could  not  agree 
upon  any  one  method  of  fettling  a  form  either  of 
religion  or  civil  government,  but  changed  every 
day  from  fchifm  to  fchifm,  from  hereiy  to  herefy, 
and  from  one  faction  to  another.  From  whence 
arofe  that  wild  confulion,  ftill  continuing  in  our 
feveral  ways  of  ferving  God,  and  thofe  abfurd  no- 
tions of  civil  power,  which  have  fo  often  torn  us 
with  factions  more  than  any  other  nation  in  Eu- 
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rope. 

Thirdly,  To  this  rebellion  and  murder  have  been 

fcX 

owing  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Atheifm  among  us. 
For,  men    obferving  what   numberlefs  vilianies  of 
kinds  were  committed  during  twenty  years,  un- 
der 
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der  pretence  of  zeal  and  the  reformation  of  God's 
church,  were  eafily  tempted  to  doubt  that  all  reli- 
gion was  a  mere  impofture  :  And  tlie  fame  tpirit  of 
infidelity,  fo  far  fpread  among  us  at  this  prefcnt, 
is  nothing  but  the  fruit  of  the  feeds  fown  by  thofe 
rebellious  hypocritical  faints. 

Fourthly,  The  old  virtue  and  loyalty,  and  gene-, 
rous  fpirit  of  the  Englifli  nation,  were  wholcly 
corrupted  by  the  power,  the  doctrine,  and  the  ex- 
ample of  thofe  wicked  people.  Many  of  the  an- 
cient nobility  were  killed,  and  their  families  ex- 
tinct, in  defence  of  their  Prince  and  country,  or 
murdered  by  the  mercilefs  courts  of  judice. 

Some  of  the  worft  among  them  favoured,  or 
complied  with  the  reigning  iniquities,  and  not  a 
few  of  the  new  fet  created,  when  the  Martyr's  foil 
was  reftored,  were  fuch  who  had  drank  too  deep 
of  the  bad  principles  then  prevailing, 

Fifthly,  The  children  of  the  murdered  Prince 
were  forced  to  fly,  for  the  fafety  of  their  lives,  to 
foreign  countries  ;  where  one  of  them,  at  lea  ft,  I 
mean  King  James  I L  was  feduced  to  Popery;  which 
ended  in  the  lofs  of  his  kingdoms,  the  mifery  and 
defolation  of  this  country,  and  a  long  and  expen- 
five  war  abroad.  Our  deliverance  was  owing  to 
the  valour  and  conduct  of  the  late  King  ;  and, 
therefore,  we  ought  to  remember  him  with  grati- 
tude, but  not  mingled  with  blafphemy  or  idolatry. 
It  was  happy  that  his  intereils  and  ours  were  the 
fame  :  And  God  gave  him  greater  fuccefs  than  our 
fins  deferved.  But,  as  a  houfe  thrown  down  by  a 
ftorm  is  feldom  rebuilt,  without  fome  change  in  the 
foundation  ;  fo  it  hath  happened,  that,  lince  the 
late  Revolution,  men  have  fat  much  Ipofer  in  the 
true  fundamentals  both  of  religion  and  govern- 
ment, and  factions  have  been  more  violent,  treach- 
erous, and  malicious  than  ever,  men  running  na- 
turally from  one  extreme  into  another ;  and,  for 
private  ends,  taking  up  thofe  very  opinions  pro- 
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fciTed  by  the  leaders  in  that  rebellion,  which 
carried  the  blefTed  Martyr  to  the  fcaffold 

Sixthly,  Another  confcquence  of  this  horrid  re- 
bellion and  murder  was  the  deftroying  or  derac- 
ing  fuch  vaft  numbers  of  God\>  houles.  In  their 
jetf-will,  they  digged  down  a  wall.  If  a  ft ranger 
ihould  now  travel  in  England,  and  obferve  the 
churches  in  his  way,  he  could  not  otherwiie  con- 
clude, than  that  fame  vaft  army  of  Turks  or  Hea- 
thens had  been  fent  on  purpofe  to  ruin  and  blot 
out  all  marks  of  Chriitianity.  They  fpared  neither 
the  ftatues  of  faints,  or  antient  prelates,  or  kings, 
or  benefactors ;  broke  down  the  tombs  and  monu- 
ments of  men  famous  in  their  generations,  feized 
the  vefTels  of  filver  fet  apart  for  the  holieft  ufe, 
tore  down  the  moft  innocent  ornaments,  both 
within  and  without,  made  the  houfes  of  prayer 
dens  of  thieves,  or  ftables  for  cattle.  Theie  were 
the  mildeft  effects  of  Puritan  zeal,  and  devotion 
for  Chrift  ;  and  this  was  what  themfelves  affected 
to  call  a  thorough  reformation.  In  this  kingdona 
thofe  ravages  were  not  fo  ea(ily  feen  ;  for  the  peo- 
ple here  being  too  poor,  to  raiie  fuch  noble  temples, 
the  mean  ones  we  had,  were  not  defaced,  but  to- 
tally deftroyed. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  is  certain,  that  although 
God  might  have  found  out  many  other  ways  to 
have  punifhed  a  finful  people,  without  permitting 
this  rebellion  and 'murder  ;  yet,  as  the  courfe  of 
the  world  hath  run  ever  iince,  we  need  feek  for  no 
other  caufes,  of  all  the  public  evils  we  have  hither- 
to ruffe  red,  or  may  fuller  for  the  future,  by  the 
milconducl  of  princes,  or  wickednefs  of  the  people. 

I  go  on  now  upon  the  third  head,  to  (hew  you 
?o  what  good  ufes  this  i'olemn  day  of  humiliation 
my  be  applied. 

Firftt  It  may  be  an  inftruclion  to  princes  them- 
f elves,  to  be  careful  in  the  choice  of  thofe  who  are 
vhdr  advifcrs  in  matters  of  law.  All  the  judges  of 
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England,    except  one   or    two.  advifed  the    King, 
that  he  might  legally  raife  money  upon  the  fubj.-cls 
for  building  of   fhips,  without   confent  of  pariia-  \ 
ment ;   which,    as   it  was  the   greatell  overfigiu  of  ! 
his  reign,   fo  it  proved  the  principal  foundation  of 
all   his    misfortunes.      Princes  may   likewife   learn 
from  hence,  not  to  facrifke   a   faithful   fei  vant   to  : 
the  rage  of  a  faction,  nor  to  truft  any  body  of  men 
with  a  greater  (hare  of  power  than  the  laws  of  the 
land  have  appointed  them,    much   lefs   to  depoiite 
it  in   ihcir  hands,  umii    they  fhall    pleafe    to    re- 
flore  ir. 

Secondly,  By  bringing  to  mind  the  tragedy  of  this 
day,  and  the  conieqnences  that  have  ariien  from  it, 
we  (hall  be  convinced  how  neceflary  it  is   for   thofe 
in  power,   to  curb,  in  feafon,  all  fuch  unruly  fpirirs 
as  defire  to  introduce  new  doctrines  and   diicip;ine 
in  the  church,  or  new  forms  of  government  in  the 
ftate.     Thofe   wicked    Puritans   began,    in   Queen 
Elizabeth's  time,   to  quarrel  only  with  furplices  and 
other  habits,  with  the  ring  in  matiimony,  the  crofs 
in  baptifm,  and  the  like  ;    thence   they  went  on  to 
further  matters  of  higher  importance,  and,  at  la  ft, 
they  muft  needs  have  the  whole  government  of  the 
church  diilblved,    This  great  work  they  compafTed, 
firft,   by  depriving  the  bifhops  of  their  feats  in  par- 
liament, then  they  abolished  the  whole  order;  and, 
at  lair,  which  was  their  original  defign,   they  feizcd 
on  all  the  church  lands,  and  divided  the  fpoil  among 
themfdves,    and,    like  Jeroboam,   made   priefts  of 
the  very  dregs  of  the  people.      This  was  their  way 
of  leforming  rhe  church.      As  to  the  civil  govern- 
ment, you  have  already  heird   how  they  modelled 
it  upon  the  murder  of  their  King,   and  discarding 
the   nobility.      Yet,   clearly  to   fhew  what   a  Babel 
they  had  built,  after  twelve  years  trial,  and  twenty 
feveral  iorts  -.>f  government  ;    the   nation,    groxva 
weary  of  their  tyranny,  was  forced  :o   call   in   the 
fon  of  him  whom  thofs  reformers  had  facrifictd. 

And 
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And  thus  were  Simeon  and  Levi  divided  in  Jacob, 
and  fcattered  in  Ifrael. 

Thirdly^  Although  the  fucceflbrs  of  thofe  Puri- 
tans, I  mean  our  prefent  dirTmters,  do  not  think 
fit  to  obferve  this  day  of  humiliation;  yet,  fince  in 
would  be  very  proper  in  them,  upon  feme  occa- 
fions,  to  renounce  in  a  public  manner  thofe  princi- 
ples upon  which  their  predecerTbrs  r-.6r.ed  ;  and  it 
will  be  more  prudent  in  them  to  do  fo,  because 
thofe  very  Puritans,  of  whom  ours  ai  e  followers, 
found  by  experience,  that,  after  they  had  over- 
turned the  church  and  ftate,  murdered  their  King, 
and  were  projecting  what  they  called  a  kingdom. 
of  the  faints,  they  were  chea:e-?  of  the  power  and 
poffeffions  they  only  panted  ,?rtcr,  by  an  upfLrt 
kc't  of  religion  ihat  grew  out  of  their  o^vn  bowels, 
who  fubjected  -them  to  one  tyranr.  while  tl.ey  were 
endeavouring  to  let  up  a  thoufand. 

Fourthly^  Thole  who  p-rofefs  to  be  followers  of 
our  church  eftablifced,  and  yet  prefume  in  difconrle 
fo  juftify  or  excufe  that  rebellion,  and  murder  of 
the  King,  ought  10  coniider  how  utterly  contrary 
all  fuch  opinions  are  to  the  doctrine  of  Chrift  and 
his  apoftles,  as  well  as  to  the  articles  of  our  church, 
and  to  the  preaching  and  practice  of  its  true  pro- 
feffors  for  above  an  hundred  years.  Of  hue  times, 
indeed,  and  I  fpeak  it  with  grief  of  heart,  we  ha\e 
heard  even  fermons  of  a  ftrange  nature;  although. 
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reafon  would  make  one  think  it  a  very  unaccount- 
able way  of  -procuring  favour  under  a  monarchy, 
by  palliating  and  lefTening  the  guilt  of  tho'e  who 
murdered  the  bell:  of  Kings  in  cold -blood,  and,  for 
a  rime,  deftroyed  the  very  monarchy  itk-lf.  Pray 
God  we  may  never  mere  hear  kirn  doctrine  fruin 
the  pulpit,  nor  have  it  fcattered  about  in  printa  to 
poi'cn  the  people. 

Fifthly,  Some  general  knowledge  of  this  horrid 
rebellion  and  murder,  with  the  ccnfequences  they 
had  upon  thefe  nations,  may  be  a  warning  to  our 
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people  not  to  believe  a  lie,  and  to  miilruft  thofe 
deluding  fpirits,  who,  under  pretence  of  a  purer 
•and  .more  reformed  religion,  would  lead  them  from 
their  dutv  to  God  aad  the  laws  Politicians  mav 
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fay  what  they  pleafe,  but  it  is  no  hard  thing  at  all 
for  the  meaneft  perfon,  who  hath  common  under- 
Handing,  to  know  whether  he  be  well  or  ill  govern- 
ed. If  he  be  freely  allowed  to  follow  his  trade 
and  calling ;  if  he  be  fecure  in  his  property,  and 
hath  the  benefit  of  the  law  to  defend  himlelf  againft 
injuitice  and  oppreffion  :  If  his  religion  be  diffe- 
rent from  that  of  his  country,  and  the  government 
think  fit  to  tolerate  it,  (which  he  may  be  very  fe- 
r.ure  of,  let  it  be  what  k  will;)  he  ought  to  be  ful-  i 
ly  fatisfied,  and  give  no  offence,  by  writing  or  dif- 
courfe,  to  the  worfhip  eftabliihed,  as  the  diffenting 
preachers  are  too  apt  to  do.  But  if  he  hath  any 
•jew  visions  of  his  own,  it  is  his  duty  to  be  quiet  i 
and  porTefs  them  in  filence,  without  difturbing  the  i 
community  by  a  furious  zeal  for  making  profelytes. 
This  was  the  folly  and  madnefs  of  thole  ancient 
Puritan  fanatics  :  They  mufl  needs  overturn  hea- 
ven and  earth,  violate  all  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  J 
make  their  country  a  field  of  blood,  to  propagate 
whatever  wild  or  wicked  opinions  came  into  their 
heads,  declaring  all  their  abfurdities  and  blafphe- 
inies  to  proceed  from  the  Holy  Ghofi. 

To  conclude  this  head  :  In  anfwer  to  that  objec- 
tion of  keeping  up  animofity  and  hatred  between 
Proteftants,  by  the  obfervation  of  this  d.iy  ;  if  there 
be  any  feel,  or  fort  of  people  among  us,  who  pro- 
fefs  the  fame  principles  in  religion  and  government 
which  thofe  Puritan  rebels  put  in  practice  ;  I  think 
it  is  the  interefk  of  all  thofe  who  love  the  church 
and -King,  to  keep  up  as  itrong  a  party  againft  them 
'as  poffible,  until  they  fhall,  in  a  body,  renounce 
all  thofe  wicked  opinions  upon  which  their  prede- 
ceflbrs  ailed,  to  the  difgrace  of  Chriftianky,  and 
the  perpetual  ial'amv  of  the  EngRfh  niuioa. 

When  ' 
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When  we  accufe  the  Papifts  of  the  hoiriJ  doc 
trine,  that  no  faith  ought  to  be  kept  with  Heretics, 
they  deny  it  to  a  man  ;  and  ytt  we  juilly  think  it 
dangerous  to  truft  them,  becaufe  we  know  their 
aclions  have  been  fometimes  fuitable  to  that  opinion: 
But  the  followers  of  thofe  who-  beheaded  the  Mar- 
tyr have  not  yet  renounced  their  principles  ;  and, 
till  they  do,  they  may  be  juftly  fufpec~ted  :  Neither 
will  the  bare  name  of  Proteilants  fet  them  right. 
For,  lurely,  Chrift  requires  more  from  us  than  a 
profeffion  of  hating  Popery,  which  a  Turk  or  an 
Aiheift  may  do  as  well  as  a  Proteftant. 

If  an  enflaved  people  fhould  recover  their  liberty 
from  a  tyrannical  power  of  any  fort,  who  could 
blame  them  for  ecmmemoratino-  their  deliverance 
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by  a  day  of  joy  and  thank/giving  ?  And  doth  not 
the  destruction  of  a  church,  a  King,  and  three 
kingdoms,  by  the  artmces,  hypocri.y,  and  cruelty 
of  a  wicked  race  of  foldiers  and  preachers,  ana  o- 
ther  fons  of  Belial,  equally  require  a  folemn  time 
of  humiliation  ?  eipeciailyiince  the  confcquences  of 
that  bloody  fcene  full  continue,  as  I  have  already 
(hewn,  in  their  effects  upon  us,.. 

Thus  I  have  done  with  the  three  heads  I  propo- 
fed  to  difcourfe  on.  But>  before  I  conclude,  1  mult 
give  a  caution  to  thofe  who  heir  me,  that  they  may 
not  think  I  am  pleading  for  abfolute  unlimited 
power  in  any  one  man.  It  is  true,  alt  power  is 
from  God,  and  as  the  apohk  fays,  The  powers  that 
be  are  ordained  cf  God;  but  this  is  in  the  iame  fenfe, 
that  all  we  have  is  from  God,  our  food  and  rai- 
ment, and  whatever  poffeiiion  we  hold  by  lawful 
means.  Nothing  can  be  meant  in  thofe,  or  any 
other  words  of  Scripture,  to  jufiify  tyrannical 
power,  or  the  favage  cruelties  of  thofe  Heathen 
emperors  who  lived  in  the  time  of  the  Apoftles  : 
And  fo  St.  Paul  concludes,  The  powers  that  be  are 
ordained  ef  God  :  For  whai  ?  Why,  jor  the  punijb- 
ment  of  evildoers,  and  the  prcife,  the  reward,  c->~ 
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them  that  do  welt.  There  is  no  more  inward  value 
in  the  greaieft  Emptier,  than  in  the  meaneft  of  hi* 
iubjech :  His  body  is  compofed  of  the  fame  fub- 
Itance  the  fame  parts,  and  with  the  fame  or  great- 
er infirmhits  :  His  education  is  generally  worfe,  by 
flattery,  and  iJlenefs,  ai,d  luxury,  and  thofe  evil 
diipofitions  that  early  power  is  apt  to  give.  I:  is 
therefore  again  ft  common  ftnlc,  that  his  private 
perfonal  inti-relr,  or  pieafure,  fhouid  be  put  in  the 
balance  with  the  fafety  of  millions,  every  one  of 
which  is  his  equal  by  nature,  equal  in  the  figh:  of 
God,  equally  capable  of  falvation  ;  and  it  is  for 
their  fakes,  not  his  own,  that  he  is  intruded  wi:h 
the  government  over  them.  He  hath  as  high  tiufl. 
;;u  can  faixly  be  repofcd  in  one  man,  and  if  he  dif- 
charge  it  as  he  ought,  he  deferves  all  the  honour 
and  duty  that  a  mortal  may  be  allowed  to  receive. 
ills  peribnal  failings  we  have  nothing  to  do  with, 
and  errors  in  government  are  to  be  imputed  to  his 
n.inifters  in  the  liats.  To  what  height  thofe  er- 
.rors  may  be  fufrercd  to  proceed,  is  not  the  bufinefs 
of  this  clay,  or  this  place,  or  of  my  function,  to 
determine.  When  oppreflions  grow  too  great  and 
uni'vcrfal  to  be  borne,  nature  or  neceffity  may  find 
a  remedy.  But,  if  a  private  peribn  realonably  ex- 
pedls  pardon  upon  his  amendment,  for  all  faults 
that  are  not  capital,  it  \vouid  be  an  hard  condition 
indeed,  not  to  give  th'e  fame  allowance  to  a  Prince; 
who  mud  fee  with  other  mens  ey-'s,  and  hear  with 
with  other  rnens  ears,  \vhich  are  often  wilfully  blind 
and  de:jf.  Such  was  the  condition  of  the  Martyr, 
and  is  (b,  in  fome  degree,  of  all  other  princes.  Yet, 
this  \ve  may  jullly  fay  in  defence  of  the  common 
people  in  all  civilized  nations,  that  it  muft  be  a  very 
bud  government  indeed,  where  the  body  of  the  fub- 
jc6"t-3  will  not  rather  chufe  to  live  in  peace  and  obe- 
dience, than  take  up  arms  on  pretence  of  faults  in 
the  adminifhration,  -unit-is  where  the  vulgar  are  de- 
lucjcd  by  fa  lie  preachers  to  grow  fond  of  new  vi- 
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fions  and  fancies  in  religion,  which,  managed  by 
dextrous  men,  for  Unifier  ends  of  malice,  envy,  or 
ambition,  have  often  made  whole  nations  run  mad. 
This  was  exacTiy  the  cafe  in  the  whole  progreis  or 
that  great  rebellion,  and  the  murder  of  King 
Charles  I. ;  but  the  late  Revolution  under  the  Prince 
of  Orange  was  occaiioncd  by  a  proceeding  directly 
contrary,  the  oppreitlon  and  injuRice  theie  begin- 
ning from  the  throne.  For  that  unhappy  Prince, 
King  James  II.  did  not  only  invade  our  laws  and 
liaertics,  but  would  have  forced  a  fulfe  religion  upon 
his  iubjec"b,  for  which  he  was  defervedly  rejected*, 
fince  there  could  be  no  other  remedy  found,  or  at 
leafi  agreed  on.  But,  under  the  bleiTcd  Atfartyr, 
the  deluded  people  would  h^ve  forced  many  falfe 
religions,  not  only  on  their  fcllow-fubjecls,  but  even 
upon  their  Sovereign  himielf,  and  at  the  fame  time 
invaded  all  his  undoubted  rights;  and,  becaufe  he 
would  not  comply,  railed  a  horrid  rebellion,  where- 
in, by  the  permiiiion  of  God,  they  prevailed,  and 
put  their  Sovereign  to  death,  like  a  common  crimi- 
nal, in  the  face  or"  the  world. 

Therefore,  thofe  who  fee  in  to  think  they  cannot 
btherwife  juftify  the  late  Revolution,  and  the  change; 
or  the  iucceiTion,  than  by  leflening  the  guiii  of  the 
Puritans,  do  certainly  put  the  great  eft  affront  ima- 
ginable upon  the  prefent  powers,  by  fup  poling  any 
relation,  or  refemblance,  between  that  rebellion 
and  the  late  Revolution;  and,  confeqyently,  that 
the  prefent  ei'tabliihment  is  to  be  defended  by  the 
fame  arguments  winch  thofe  ufurper<  made  ufe  of, 
Avho,  to  obtain  their  tyranny,  trampled  under  foot 
all  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man. 

One  great  detign  of  my  difcourfe  was,  to  give 
you  warning  againil  running  into  either  extreme  of 
two  bad  opinions  with  relation  to  obedience.  As 
kings  are  called  gods  upon  earth,  fo  fome  would 
allow  them  an  equal  power  with  God  over  all  laws 
and  ordinances  ;  and  that  the  liberty,  and  proper- 

K  3  ty, 


i  £4  d  SERMON  upon  the 

ty,  and  life,  and  religion,  of  the  fubject,  depended 
wholly  upon  the  breath  of  the  prince  ;  which,  how- 
ever, I  hope,  was  never  meant  by  thofe  who  plead- 
ed for  paffive  obedience.  And  this  opinion  hath 
not  been  confined  to  that  party  which  was  fir  ft 
charged  with  it,  but  hath  ibmetimes  gone  over  to 
the  other,  to  ferve  many  an  evil  turn  of  imereft  or 
ambition,  who  have  been  as.  ready  to  enlarge  prero- 
gative, where  they  could  find  their  own  account,  as 
the  highcft  maintainers  of  it. 

On  the  other  fide,  fome  look  upon  kings  as  an- 
fwerable  for  every  miftake  or  omiffion  in  govern- 
ment, and  bound  to  comply  with  the  moil:  unrea- 
ibnable  demands  of  an  unquiet  faction,  which  was 
the  cafe  of  thofe  who  perfecuted  the.  blefTed  Martyr 
of  this  day  from  his  throne  to  the  fcaffold. 

Between  thefe  two  extremes  it  is  eafy,  fiom  what 
hath  been  faid,  to  chufe-a  middle;  to  be  good  and 
loyal  fubje&s,  yet,  according  to  your  power,  faith- 
ful ailerters  of  your  religion  and  liberties.  To  avoid 
ail  broachers  and  preachers  of  new-fangled  doctrines 
in  the  church  ;  to  be  ftrict  obfervers  of  the  laws, 
which  cannot  be  juftly  taken  from  you  without  your 
own  content.  In  ftiort,  to  obey  God  and  the  King, 
and  meddle  not  with  thofe  ivho  are  given  to  change. 

Which  that  you  may  all  do,  &c. 
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COURT  and  EMPIRE  of  JAPAN. 

Written  in  MDCCXXVIII. 

REGOGE  was  the  thirty-fourth  Emperor  of  Ja- 
pan, and  began  his  reign  in  the  year  341  of  vhe 
Chriftian  sera,  fucceeding  «"O  Nena,  a  princefs  who 
governed  with  great  felicity. 

There  had  been  a  revolution  in  that  empire  a- 
bout  twenty-fix  years  before,  which  made  fome 
breaches  in  the  hereditary  line  ;  and  Regoge,  fuc- 
cefTor  to  Nena,  although  of  the  royal  famiiy>  was  a 
diftant  relation. 

There  were  two  violent  parties  in  the  empire, 
which  began  in  the  time  of  the  revolution  above 
mentioned  5  and,  at  the  death  of  the  Kmprefs  Nena, 
were  in  the  higheft  degree  of  animofity,  each  char- 
ging the  other  with  a  defign  of  introducing  new 
gods,  and  changing  the  civil  conftitution.  The 
names  of  thefe  two  parties  were  Hufiges  and  Yortes. 
'  The  latter  were  thofe  whom  Nena,  the  late  Em- 
prefs,  moft  favoured  towards  the  end  of  her  reign, 
and  by  whofe  advice  flie  governed. 

The  Hufige  faction,  enraged  at  their  lofs  of 
power,  made  private  applications  to  Regoge  during 
the  life  of  the  iimprefs  ;  which  prevailed  fo  far, 
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that,   upon  her   death,  the  new  Emperor  wholly  '. 
difgraced  the  Yortes,  and^  employed  only  the   Hu-  ,| 
figes  in  all  his  affairs.     The  Japanefe  author  highly 
blames  his   Imperial  Majefty's  proceeding   in  this  I 
affair  ;  becaufe,  it  was  allowed  an  all  hands,  that 
he    had    then    a    happy     opportunity     of  recon- 
ciling parties    for   ever  by  a  moderating  fcheme. 
But  he,  on  the  contrary,   began  his  reign  by  openly 
difgracing  the  principal  and   moil  popular  Yortes,  >' 
fome  of  which  had  been   chiefly  inftrumental  in  i 
railing  him  to  the  throne.     By  this  miftaken  ftep  he  r 
occafioned    a    rebellion  ;  which,  although    it  were  ; 
foon  quelled  by  fome  very  furprifing  turns  of  for-  \ 
tune,  yet  the  fear,  whether  real  or  pretended,  of  new  f 
attempts,  engaged  him   in   fuch    immenfe  charges,  | 
that,  inftead    of   clearing  any  part  of  that  prodigi-  i 
ous  debt   left    on    his  kingdom  by  the  former  war,  I 
which  might  have  been  done  by  any  tolerable  ma- 
nagement, in  twelve  years   of   the    moft  profound 
peace  ;  he   left   his  empire  loaden  with  a  vaft  addi- 
tion to  the  old  incumbrance. 

This  Prince,  before  he  fucceeded  to  the  empire 
of  Japan,  was  King  of  Tedfu,  a  dominion  fented 
on  the  Continent,  to  the  weft- fide  of  Japan.  Ted- 
fu was  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  more  beloved  by 
him  than  his  new  empire  ;  for  there  he  fpent  fome 
months  almoft  every  year,  and  thither  was  fuppof- 
ed  to  have  conveyed  great  fums  of  money,  faved 
out  of  his  imperial  revenues. 

There  were  two  maritime  towns  of  great  import- 
ance bordering  upon  Tedfn  :  Of  thefe  he  purchafed 
a  litigated  title  :  and,  to  fupport  it,  was  forced  not 
only  to  entrench  deeply  on  his  Japanefe  revenues, 
but  to  engage  in  alliances  very  dangerous  to  the  Ja- 
panefe empire. 

Japan  was  at  that  time  a  limited  monarchy,  which 
fome  authors  are  of  opinion  was  introduced  there 
by  a  detachment  from  the  numerous  army  of  Bren- 
nus,  who  ravaged  a  great  part  of  Afia  ,  and  thofe 

of 


and  EMPIRE  of  JAPAN.  117 

ef  them  who  fixed  in  Japan,  left  behind  them  that 
kind  of  military  inftitution,  which  the  norther1* 
people,  in  enfuing  ages,  carried  through  moft  parts 
of  Europe  ;  the  generals  becoming  kings,  the  great 
officers  a  fenate  of  nobles,  with  a  reprefentative 
from  every  centenary  of  private  foldiers  :  and,  in 
the  affent  of  the  majority  in  thefe  two  bodies,  con- 
firmed by  the  general,  the  legiflature  confifted. 

I  need  not  farther  explain  a  matter  ib  univer- 
fiilly  known  ;  but  return  to  my  fubjeft. 

The  Huiige  faction,  by  a  grois  piece  of  negligence 
in  the  Yorte.s,  had  fo  far  infinuated  themfelve&and 
their  opinions  into  the  favour  of  Kegoge  before  he 
came  to  the  empire,  that  this  prince  firmly  believed 
them  to  be  his  only  true  friends,  and  the  other  his 
mortal  enemies.  By  this  opinion  he  governed  ail  the 
actions  of  his  reign. 

The  Emperor  died  fuddenly,  in  his  journey  to 
Tedlu  ;  where,  according  to  his  ufual  cuftom,  he 
was  going  to  pafs  the  fummer. 

This  Prince,  during  his  whole  reign,  continued 
an  abfolute  Granger  to  the  language,  the  manners, 
the  laws,  and  the  religion  of  Japan  ;  and  paffing  his 
whole  time  among  old  miftreiTes,  or  a  few  priva- 
does,  left  the  whole  management  of  the  empire 
in  the  hands  of  a  minifter,  upon  the  condition  of 
being  made  eafy  in  his  perfonal  revenues,  and  the 
management  of  parties  in  the  fenate.  His  laft  mi- 
nifler,  who  governed  in  the  moft  arbitrary  manner 
for  feveral  years,  he  was  thought  to  hate  more 
tli an  he  did  any  other  perfon  in  Japan,  except  his 
only  fon,  the  heir  to  the  empire,  The  diilike  he 
bore  to  the  former  was,  becaufe  the  minifter,  under 
pretence  that  he  could  not  govern  the  fenate  with- 
out difpofing  of  employments  among  them,  would 
not  fufler  his  mafter  to  oblige  one  lingle  perfon,  but 
difpofed  of  all  to  his  own  relations  and  dependents. 
But,  as  to  that  continued  and  virulent  hatred  he 
bore  to  the  Prince  his  fon^  from  the  beginning  of 
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his  reign  to  his  death,  the  hiftorian  hath  not  ac- 
counted for  it,  further  than  by  various  conjectures* 
which  do  not  deferve  to  be  related. 

The  minifter  above  mentioned  was  of  a  family 
not  contemptible,  had  been  early  a  fenator,  and 
from  his  youth  a  mortal  enemy  to  the  Yortes.  He 
had  been  formerly  difgraced  in  the  fenate,  for 
fome  frauds  in  the  management  of  a  public  truft. 
He  was  perfectly  {killed,  by  long  practice,  in  the 
fenatorial  forms  ;  and  dextrous  in  the  purchaiing 
of  votes,  from  thofe  who  could  find  their  accounts 
better  in  complying  with  his  meafures,  than  they 
could  probably  lofe  by  any  tax  that  might  be  charg- 
ed on  the  kingdom.  He  feemed  to  fail  in  point  of 
policy,  by  not  concealing  his  getting?,  never  icrup- 
ling  openly  to  lay  out  vaft  fums  of  money  in  paint- 
ings, buildings,  and  purcha/ing  eftates  ;  when  it  was 
known,  that,  upon  his  firft  coming  into  builnefs, 
vip'on  the  death  of  the  Empreis  Nena,  hib  fortune 
was  bat  inconfiderable.  He  had  die  moft  boldacfs, 
and  the  leaft  magnanimity  that  ever  any  monul  was 
endowed  with.  By  enriching  his  relations-  friends, 
and  dependents,  in  a  mod  exorbitant  manner,  he 
was  weak  enough  to  imagine  that  he  had  provid- 
ed a  fupport  againil  an  evil  day.  He  had  the  beft 
among  all  falfe  appearances  of  courage,  which  was 
a  moft  unlimited  afTurance,  whereby  he  would 
fwagger  the  boldeft  men  into  a  dread  of  his  power; 
but  had  not  the  fmalleft  portion  of  magnanimity, 
growing  jealous,  and  difgracing  every  man,  who 
was  known  to  bear  the  leail  civility  to  thofe  he  dii- 
liked.  He  had  fome  fmall  {mattering  in  books,^ 
but  no  manner  of  politenefs ;  nor,  in  his  whole 
life,  was  ever  known  to  advance  any  one  perion 
upon  the  fcore  of  wit,  learning,  or  abilities  for  buli- 
nefs.  The  whole  fyftem  of  his  miniitry  was  cor- 
ruption ;  and  he  never  gave  bribe  or  pen  (ion,  with- 
out frankly  telling  the  receivers  what  he  expect- 
ed from  them,  and  threatning  them  to  put  an 
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end  to  his  bounty,  if  they  failed  to  comply  in  every 
circumftance. 

A  few  months  before  the  Emperor's  death,  there 
•was  a  defign  concerted  between  Tome  eminent  per- 
fons  of  both  parties,  whom  the  defperate  ftate  of 
the  empire  had  united,  to  accufe  the  minifter  at 
the  firft  meeting  of  a  new  chofen  fenate,  which  was 
then  to  afiemble  according  to  the  laws  of  that  em- 
pire. And  it  was  believed,  that  the  vaft  expence 
he  muft  be  at  in  chufing  an  aflembly  proper  for  uis 
purpofe,  added  to  the  low  ftate  of  the  treafury,  tne 
increafmg  number  of  penfioners,  the  great  dif- 
content  of  the  people,  and  the  perfonal  hatred  of 
the  Emperor;  would,  if  well  laid  open  in  the  fc- 
nate,  be  of  weight  enough  to  fink  the  minifter, 
when  it  fhould  appear  to  his  very  penfioners  and 
creatures,  that  he  could  not  fupply  them  much 
longer. 

While  this  fcheme  was  in  agitation,  an  account 
came  of  the  Emperor's  death,  and  the  Prince  his 
fon,  with  univeifai  joy,  mounted  the  throne  of 
Japan. 

The  new  Emperor  had  always  lived  a  private  life, 
during  the  reign  of  his  father;  who,  in  his  annual 
abfence,  never  tiufted  him  more  than  once  with 
the  reins  of  government,  which  he  held  fo  evenly 
that  he  became  too  popular  to  be  confided  in  any 
more.  He  was  thought  not  unfavourable  to  the 
Yortes,  at  lead  not  altogether  to  approve  the  viru- 
lence wherewith  his  father  proceeded  againft  them ; 
and  therefore,  immediately  upon  his  fuccellion, 
the  principal  perfons  of  that  denomination  came, 
in  feveral  bodies,  to  kifs  the  hem  of  his  garment, 
whom  he  received  with  great  courtefy,  and  fome 
of  them  with  particular  marks  of  diftincYion. 

The  Prince,  during  the  reign  of  his  father,  hav- 
ing not  been  trufted  with  any  public  charge,  em- 
ployed his  leifure  in  learning  the  language,  the  re- 
ligion, the  cuftoms,  and  difpofition  of  the  Japa- 
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nefe  ;  wherein  he  received  great  -information,  a- 
mong  others  from  Nomptoc,  mafter  of  his  finan- 
ces, and  prefident  of  the  fenate,  who  fecretly  hated 
Lelop-Aw,  the  minifter ;  and  likcwife  from  Ram- 
neh,  a  moft  eminent  fenator,  who,  defpairing  to 
do  any  good  with  the  father,  had,  with  great  in- 
duftry,  ikill,  and  decency,  ufed  his  endeavour  to 
inftH  good  principles  into  the  young  Prince. 

Upon  the  news  01  the  former  Emperor's  dejith, 
a  grand  council  was  fu-mmoned  of  courfe,  where 
little  paffed  befides  directing  the  ceremony  of  pro- 
claiming the  fucceiTor.  But,  in  fome  days  after, 
the  new  Emperor  having  confulted  with  thofe  per- 
fon-  in  whom  he  could  chiefly  confide,  and  mature- 
ly considered  in  his  own  mind  the  prefent  ft  ate  of 
his  -iff'iirs,  as  well  as  the  difpoiition  of  his  people* 
convoked  another  aflembly  of  his  council;  where- 
in, after  fome  time  fpent  in  general  bufinefs,  fuita- 
ble  to  the  prefent  emergency,  he  directed  Lelop- 
Aw  to  give  him,  in  as  inort  terms  as  he  conveni- 
ently could,  an  account  of  the  nation's  debts,  of 
his  management  in  the  ienate,  and  his  negociations 
with  foreign  courts  :  Which  that  minifter  having 
delivered,  according  to  his  ufual  manner,  with 
much  aflurance  and  little  fatisfaclion,  the  Emperor 
deiired  to  be  fully  fathfied  in  the  following  particu- 
lars. 

Whether  the  vaft  expence  of  chufing  fuch  mem- 
bers into  the  fenate,  as  would  be  content  to  do  the 
public  bufinefs,  were  abfolutely  neceir^y  ? 

Whether  thole  members,  thus  c  hoi  en  in,  would 
crofs  and  inipede  the  necefiliry  courfe  of  afFaiis, 
uniefs  they  were  iupplied  with  great  fums  of  money, 
and  continued  penfions? 

Vv'hcrher  the  fame  corruption  and  perverfenefc 
v/ere  to  be  expected  from  the  nobles  ? 

ether  the  empire  of  Japan  were  in  fo  low  a 
condition,  that  the  imperial  envoys,  at  foreign 
ccurts,  m uft  be  forced  to  purchak  alliances,  or 
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prevent  a  war  by  immenfe  bribes,  given  to  the  mi- 
uiftcrs  of  all  the  neighbouring  princes  ? 

Why  the  debts  of  the  empire  were  fo  prodigiouf- 
ly  advanced,  in  a  peace  of  twelve  years  at  home 
.and  abroad  ? 

Whether  the  Yones  were  univerfally  enemies  to 
die  religion  and  laws  of  the  empire,  and  to  the 
imperial  family  now  reigning  ? 

Whether  thofe  peribns,  whofe  revenues  confift 
in  lands,  do  not  give  furer  pledges  of  fidelity  to  the 
public*  and  are  more  interefted  in  the  welfare  of 
the  empire,  than  others,  vvhofe  fortunes  confift 
only  in  money  ? 

And  becaufe  Lelop-Aw,  for  fevcral  years  pnfl, 
had  engroffed  the  whole  adminiftraticn,  the  Em- 
peror fignified,  that  from  hiin  alone  he  expected 
an  anfwer. 

This  minifter,  who  had  fagacity  enough  to  culti- 
vate an  intereft  in  the  young  Prince's  family,  dur- 
ing the  late  Emperor's  life,  received  early  intelli- 
gence from  one  of  his  eniiiTaries  of  what  was  in- 
tended at  die  council,  and  had  fufiicient  time  to 
frame  as  plaufible  an  anfwer  as  his  caufe  and  con- 
duct would  allow.  However,  having  defired  a  few 
minutes  to  put  his  thoughts  in  order,  he  delivered 
them  in  the  following  manner. 

\S  I  K, 

Upon  this  fhort  unexpected  warning,  to  anfwer 
your  Imperjal  Majefty's  querks:  I  fhouid  be  wholcly 
at  a.  lofs,  iu  your  Majeity's  auguft  prefcnce,  and 
that  of  this  moft  noble  aiiembly,  if  I  were  armed 
\vith  a  weaker  defence  than  my  own  loyalty  and  in- 
tegrity, and  the  profperous  fucctfs  of  my  endea- 
vours. 

It  is  well  known,  that  the  death  of  the  Emprefs 
!sTer,a  happened  in  a  moft  miraculous  juncture ; 
and  that,  if  iht  hud  lived  two  months  longer,  your 
(juitrious  family  would  have  been  deprived  of  your 
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right,  and  we  mould  have  feen  an  ufurper  upon 
your  throne,  who  would  have  wholely  changed  the 
conftitution  of  this  empire,  both  civil  and  facred ; 
and  although  that  Emprefs  died  in  a  moft  oppor- 
tune feafon,  yet  the  peaceable  entrance  of  your 
Majefty's  father  was  effected  by  a  continual  feries 
of  miracles  The  truth  of  this  appears  by  that  un- 
natural rebellion  which  the  Yortes  raifed,  without 
the  leaft  provocation,  in  the  firft  year  of  the  late 
Emperor's  reign,  which  may  be  fufficient  to  con- 
vince your  Majefty,  that  every  foul  of  that  deno- 
mination v?as,  is,  and  will  be  for  ever,  a  favourer 
of  the  Pretender,  a  mortal  enemy  to  your  illuftri- 
ous  family,  and  an  introducer  of  new  gods  into  the 
empire.  Upon  this  foundation  was  built  the  whole 
conduct  of  our  affairs  ;  and,  fince  a  great  majority 
of  the  kingdom  was  at  that  time  reckoned  to  fa- 
vour the  Yortes's  faction,  wjao,  in  the  regular 
courfe  of  elections,  muft  certainly  be  chofen  mem- 
bers of  the  fen  ate  then  to  be  convoked  ;  it  was  ne- 
celTary,  by  the  force  of  money,  to  influence  elec- 
tions in  fuch  a  manner,  that  your  Majefty's  father 
might  have  a  fuiiicient  number  to  weigh  down  the 
fcale  on  his  fide,  and  thereby  carry  on  thofe  mea- 
fures  which  could  only  fecure  him  and  his  family 
in  the  pofieffion  of  the  empire.  To  fupport  this 
original  plan,  I  came  into  the  fervice  :  But  the 
members  of  the  fenate  knowing  themfelves  every 
day  more  neceffary,  upon  the  chufing  of  a  new 
fenate,  I  found  the  charges  to  increafe  ;  and,  that 
after  they  were  chofen,  they  inilfted  upon  an  in- 
creafe of  their  penfions  ;  b^caufe,  they  well  knew 
that  the  work  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
them  :  And  I  was  more  general  in  my  donatives, 
becaufe  I  thought  it  was  more  for  the  honour  of 
the  crown,  that  every  vote  mould  pafs  without  a 
divitlon  ;  and  that,  when  a  debate  was  propofed, 
it  fhould  immediately  be  oualhed,  by  putting  the 
queftion. 
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SIR,  The  date  of  the  prefect  fenate  is  expired^ 
and  your  Imperial  Majefty  is  now  to  convoke  a 
new  one  j  which,  I  confefs,  will  be  fomewhat  more 
expensive  than  the  laft,  becaufe  the  Yortes,  from 
your  favourable  reception,  have  begun  to  reaflume 

:  a  fpirit  whereof  the  country  had  ibme  intelligence  ; 
and  we  know  the  majority  of  the  people,  without 
proper  mangement,  would  be  ft  ill  in  that  fatal  in- 

:  tereft.  However,  I  dare  undertake,  with  the 
charge  only  of  four  hundred  thoufand  fprangs  *, 
to  return  as  great  a  majority  of  fenators  of  the 
true  ftamp,  as  your  Majefty  can  deflre.  As  to  the 

,  fums  of  money  paid  in  foreign  courts,  1  hope,  in. 
feme  years,  to  eafe  the  nation  of  them,  when  we 
and  our  neighbours  come  to  a  good  understanding, 
However,  I  will  be  bold  to  fay,  they  are  cheaper 
than  a  war,  where  your  Majefty  is  to  be  a  princi- 
pal. 

The  penfions,  indeed,  to  fenators  and  other 
perfons,  muft  needs  increafe,  from  the  reftivenefs 
of  fome,  and  fcrupulous  nature  of  others ;  and. 
the  new  members5  who  were  unpraclifed,  mud 
have  better  encouragement.  However,  I  dare  un- 
dertake to  bring  the  eventual  charge  within  eight 
hundred  thoufand  fprangs.  But,  10  make  this  ea- 
fy,  there  fhall  be  new  funds  raifed,  of  which  I 
have  feveral  fchemes  ready,  without  taxing  bread 
or  ffcfh,  which  fhall  be  referred  to  more  preffing 
occafions. 

Your  Majefty  knows  it  is  the  laudable  cuftom  of 
Eaftern  Princes,  to  leave  the  whole  manage- 
ment of  affairs,  both  civil  and  military,  to  their 
Vifirs.  The  appointments  for  your  family,  and 
private  purfe,  fnall  exceed  thofe  of  your  predecef- 
iors  :  You  fhall  be  at  no  trouble,  further  than  to 
appear  fometimes  in  council,  and  leave  the  reft  to 
me  :  You  fhall  hear  no  clamour  or  complaints  : 

*  About  *  million  Sterling, 

L  2  Your 
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Your  fenate  fhall,  upon  occafions,  declare  you  the 
be  ft  of  Princes,  the  father  of  your  country,  the 
arbiter  of  Alia,  the  defender  of  the  opprelTed,  and 
the  delight  of  mankind. 

Si  a.  Hear  not  thofe  who  would  moil  falfcly,, 
Jrnpioufly,  and  malicioufly  infmuate,  that  your 
government  can  be  carried  on  without  that  whole- 
ibine,  neceiTary  expedient,  of  iharing  the  public 
revenue  with  your  faithful  deferving  fenators. 
This,  I  know,  my  enemies  are  pleafed  to  call 
bribery  and  corruption.  Be  it  fo  :  But  I  iniifr, 
that,  without  this  bribery  and  corruption,  the 
wheels  of  government  will  not  turn,  or  at  leaft, 
will  be  apt  to  take  fire,  like  other  wheels,  unlefsr 
they  be  greafed  at  proper  times.  If  an  angel  from 
heaven  ihould  dcfcend,  to  govern  this  empire  up- 
on any  other  fcheme  than  what  our  enemies  call 
corruption,  he  muft  return  from  whence  he  came, 
and  leave  the  work  undone. 

SIR,  It  is  well  known,  we  are  a  trading  nation, 
and  confequently  cannot  thrive  in  a  bargain  where  ' 
nothing  is  to  be  gained.  The  poor  electors,  who 
run  from  their  {hops,  or  the  plough,  for  the  fer- 
vice  of  their  country,  are  they  not  to  be  coniider- 
ed  for  their  labour  and  their  loyalty?  The  candi- 
dates, who,  v/iili  the  hazard  of  their  peifons,  the 
lofs  of  their  characters,  and  the  ruin  or  their  for- 
tunes, are  preferred  to  the  fenate,  in  a  country 
\vutrc  they  are  Grangers,  before  the  very  lords  of 
the  foil ;  ars  they  not  to  be  rewarded  for  their  zeal 
to  your  Majefty's  Icrvicc,  and  qualified  to  live  fa- 
vour metropolis  as  becomes  the  luftre  of  their  fta- 

i          f 
tio.ns  r 

SIR,  If  I  have  given  great  numbers  of  the  mod 
profitable  employments  among  my  own  relations- 
iind  nearelt  ames,  it  was  not  out  of  any  partiality, 
but  bec?.uie  I  know  them  beft,  and  can  belt  depend 
upou  theoi.  L  have  been  at  the  pains  to  mould  and 
cultivate  iheir  opinions.  Abler  heads  might  pro- 
bably 
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bably  have  been  found,  but  they  would  not  be  e- 
qually  under  my  direction.  A  huntfman,  who 
hath  the  abfolute  command  of  his  dogs,  will  hunt 
more  effectually,  than  with  a  better  pack,  to  whofc 
manner  and  cry  he  is  a  ftranger. 

SIR,  Upon  the  whole,  I  will  appeal  to  all  thofe 
who  beft  knew  your  royal  father,  whether  that 
bleiied  monarch  had  ever  one  anxious  thought  for 
the  public,  or  difappointment,  or  uneafinefs,  or 
want  of  money  for  all  his  occafions,  during  the 
time  of  my  adminiftration  ?  And,  how  happy  the 
people  confeflcd  themfelves  to  be  under  fuch  a 
King,  I  leave  to  their  own  numerous  addreiTes ; 
which  all  politirians  will  allow  to  be  the  moft  in- 
fallible  proof  how  any  nation  ftands  affected  to  the 
Sovereign. 

Lelop-Aw,  having  ended  bis  fpeech  and  ftruct 
his  forehead  thrice  againft  the  table,  as  the  cuftom 
is  in  Japan,  fat  down  wkh  great  complacency  of 
mind,  and  much  appiaufe  of  his  adherents,  as  might- 
be  obferved  by  their  countenances,  and  their  whif> 
pers.  But  the  Emperor's  behaviour  was  remarka- 
ble ;  for,  during  the  whole  harangue,  he  appeared 
equally  attentive  and  uneafy.  After  a  fhort  paufe, 
his  Majefty  commanded  that  fome  other  counfellor 
fhould  deliver  his  thoughts,  either  to  confirm  or 
object  againft  what  had  been  fpokea  by  Lelop- 
Aw. 


?.- 
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IT  is  a  common  topic  of  fatire,  which  you  will 
•  hear  not  only  from  the  mouths  of  minifters  of 
#ate,  but  of  every  whiiHer  in  office,  that  half  a 
dozen  obfcure  fellows,  over  a  bottle  of  wine,  or  a 
difh  of  coffee,  fhall  prefume  to  cenfure  the  actions 
of  parliaments  and  councils,  to  form  fchemes  of 
government,  and  new-model  the  commonwealth ; 
and  this  ufually  ridiculed  as  a  pragmatical  difpofi- 
ilcn  to  politics,  in  the  very  nature  and  genius  of 
the  people.  It  may  pofiibly  be  true  :  And  yet  I 
am  grossly  deceived,  if  any  Ibber  man,  of  very  mo- 
derate talents,  when  he  reflects  upon  the  many 
ridiculous  hurtful  maxims,  cuftoms,  and  general 
rules  of  life,  which  prevail  in  this  kingdom,  would 
not  with  great  rcafoa  be  tempted,  according  to  the 
prefent  turn  of  his  humour,  either  to  laugh,  la- 
ment, or  ba  angry;  or,  if  he  were  fanguine  e-. 
nough,  perhaps  to  dream  of  a  remedy.  It  is  the 
jniftake  of  wife  and  good  men,  that  they  expect 
more  reafon  and  virtue  from  human  nature,  than, 
taking  it  in  the  bulk,  it  is  in  any  fort  capable 
of.  Whoever  hath  been  prefent  at  councils  or  af- 
fesnblies  of  any  fort,  if  he  be  a  man  of  common 
prudence,  cannot  but  have  oblerved  fuch  refults 
and  opinions  to  have  frequently  pafled  a  majority, 

as 
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as  he  would  be  afhamed  to  advance  in  private  con- 
verfation.  I  fay  nothing  of  cruelty,  opprenlon? 
injustice,  and  the  like,  becaufe  thefe  are  fairly  to 
be  accounted  for  in  all  aiTemblies,  as  beft  gratifying 
the  paffions  and  interefts  of  leaders ;  which  is  a 
point  of  fuch  high  confukration,  that  all  others 
muft  give  place  to  it.  But  I  would  be  underftood 
here  to  fpeak  only  of  opinions  ridiculous,  foolifti, 
and  abfurd  ;  with  conclufions  and  actions  fuitablc 
to  them,  at  the  fame  time,  when  the  moft  rea- 
fonable  proportions  are  often  unanimoufly  reject- 
ed. 

And,  as  all  aflemblies  of  men  are  liable  to  this 
accufation,  fo  likewife  there  are  natural  abfurdities 
from  which  the  wifefl:  ftates  are  not  exempt,  which 
proceed  lefs  from  the  nature  of  the  climate  than 
that  of  their  government ;  the  Gauls,  the  Britons, 
the  Spaniards,  and  Italians,  having  retained  very 
little  of  the  characters  given  them  in  ancient  hif- 

tory. 

By  thefe  and  the  like  reflections,  I  have  been  of- 
ten led  to  confider  fome  public  abfurdities  in  our 
own  country,  moft  of  which  are,  in  my  opinion, 
directly  agairift  the  rules  of  right  reafon,  and  are 
attended  with  great  inconveniencies  to  the  ftate.  I 
{hall  mention  fuch  of  them  as  come  into  memory, 
without  obferving  any  method  ;  and  I  ihall  give 
my  reafon  why  I  take  them  to  be  abfurd  in  their 
nature,  and  pernicious  in  their  confequence. 

It  is  abfurd,  that  any  perfon,  who  profefleth  a 
different  form  of  worfllip  from  that  which  is  na- 
tional, fliould  be  trufted  with  a  vote  for  electing 
members  in  the  Houie  of  Commons.  Becaufe  e- 
very  man  is  full  of  zeal  for  his  own  religion,  altho* 
he  regards  not  morality  i  and,  therefore,  will  en- 
deavour, to  his  utmoft,  to  bring  in  a  reprefentative 
of  his  own  principles,  which,  if  they  be  popular, 
may  endanger  the  religion  eftablifhed  j  which,  as  it 

hath 
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hath  formerly  happened,  may  alter  the  whole  frame 
of  government. 

A  (landing  army  in  England,  whether  in  time 
of  peace  or  war,  is  a  direct  abfurdity.  For,  it  is 
no  part  of  our  bufinefs  to  be  a  warlike  nation,  o- 
therwife  than  by  fleets.  In  foreign  wars  we  have 
no  concern  further  than  in  conjunction  with  allies, 
whom  we  may  either  affift  by  fea,  or  by  foreign 
troops  paid  with  our  money.  But  mercenary  troops 
in  England  can  be  of  no  ufe,  except  to  awe  fenates, 
and  thereby  promote  arbitrary  power  in  a  monar- 
chy or  oligarchy. 

That  the  election  of  fenators   fhould  be  of  any 
charge    to    the    candidates,  is    an  abfurdity ;  but, 
that  it  fhould  be  fo  to  a  miniftry,  is  a  manifeft  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  worft  deiigns.    If  a  unniftry 
intended  the  fervice   of  their  prince  and  country, 
or  well  underftood  wherein  their  own  fecurity  belt 
coniifted,  (as  it  is  impoffible  that  a  parliament  free- 
Jy  elected,  according  to  the  original  inftitution,  can 
do  any  hurt  to   a  tolerable  prince,  or  a  tolerable 
miniftry) ;  they  would  ufe  the  iirongeft  methods  to 
leave  the   people   to  their   own   free  choice  :   The 
members  would  then  conlift  of  perfons  who  had 
beft  eftates  in   the  neighbourhood  or  county,  or 
at   leaft  never  of  ftrangers.     And  furely    this    is 
at  leaft  full   as  requifite  a  circumftance   to   a   le- 
giflator,    as   to  a  juryman,    who   ought  to  be,  if 
poffible,  ex    vicinio ;  fince    fuch   perfons    muft  be 
fuppofed  the  beft  judges  of  the  wants  and  defires 
of  their  feveral  boroughs  and  counties.    To  chufe 
a    reprefentative    for    Berwick,    whofe    eftate    is 
at  the  Land's  End,  would    have   been  thought  in 
former  times  a  very   great  folecifm  ;  how    much 
more  as  it  is  at  prefent,  where  fo  many  perfons  are 
returned  for  boroughs,  who  do  not  pofleis  a  foot 
of  land  in  the  kingdom. 

By   the  old  conftitution,    whoever    poflefled   a 
freehold  in  land,  by  which  he  was  a  gainer  of  forty 

fhillings 
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Shillings  a-year,  had  the  privilege  to  vote  for  a 
knight  of  the  fhire.  The  good  effects  of  this  law 
are  wholly  eluded,  partly  by  the  courfe  of  time, 
and  partly  by  corruption.  Forty  fhillings  in  thofe 
ages  were  equal  to  twenty  pounds  in  ours  ;  and 
therefore  it  was  then  a  want  of  fagacity  to  fix  that 
privilege  to  a  determinate  fum,  rather  than  to  a 
certain  quantity  of  land,  arable  or  pafture,  able 
to  produce  a  certain  quantity  of  corn  or  hay. 
And  therefore  it  is  highly  abfurd,  and  againft 
the  intent  of  the  law,  that  this  defect  is  not  regu- 
lated. 

But  the  matter  is  ftill  worfe  :  For  any  gentleman 
can,  upon  occafion,  make  as  many  freeholders  as 
his  eftate  or  iettlement  will  allow,  by  making  leafes 
for  life  of  land  at  a  rack  rent  of  forty  fhillings, 
where  a  tenant,  who  is  not  worth  one  farthing  a- 
year,  when  his  rent  is  paid,  fhall  be  held  a  legal 
voter  for  a  perfon  to  repreftnt  his  county.  Neither 
do  I  enter  into  half  the  frauds  that  are  pra&ifed  up- 
on this  occafion. 

It  is  likewife  abfurd,  that  boroughs  decayed  are 
not  ablblutely  extinguished  ,  becaufe  the  returned 
members  do  in  reality  reprefent  nobody  at  all,  and 
that  feveral  large  towns  are  not  reprefented,  tho' 
full  of  indurtrious  townfmen,  who  much  advance 
the  trade  of  the  kingdom. 

The  claim  of  fenators  to  have  themfelves  and 
fervams  exempted  from  law  fuits  and  arrefts,  is 
manifeftly  abfurd.  The  proceedings  at  law  are  al- 
ready fo  fcandalous  a  grievance,  upon  account  of 
the  delays,  that  they  little  need  any  addition.  Who- 
ever is  either  not  able,  or  not  willing  to  pay  his 
juft  debts,  or,  to  any  other  men  out  of  their 
lands,  would  evade  the  decifion  of  the  law,  is  fure- 
ly  but  ill  qualified  to  be  a  legiflator.  A  criminal, 
with  as  good  reafon,  might  fit  on  the  bench,  with 
a  power  of  condemning  men  to  be  hanged  for  their 
honefty.  By  the  annual  fitting  of  parliaments, 

and 
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the  days  of  privilege  preceding  and  fubfequent,  a 
Senator  is  one  half  of  the  year  beyond  the  reach 
of  common  juftice. 

That  the  facred  perfon  of  a  Senator's  footman 
fhould  be  free  from  arreft,  although  he  undoes  the 
poor  alewife  by  running  onfcore,  is  a  circumftance 
of  equal  wifdom  and  juftice,  to  avoid  the  great  evil 
of  his  matter's  lady  wanting  her  complement  of 
liveries  behind  the  coach. 


SHORT 
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SHORT 

REMARKS 

ON 

BISHOP  BURNET's  HISTORY. 

HPHIS  author  is  in  moft  particulars  the  worft  qua- 
•*•  lifted  for  a  hittorian  that  ever  I  met  with. 
His  ftyle  is  rough,  full  of  improprieties,  in  expref- 
fions  often  Scotch,  and  often  fuch  as  are  ufed  by 
the  meaneft  people.  He  difcovers  a  great  fcarcity 
of  words  and  phrafes,  by  repeating  the  fame  feve- 
ral  hundred  times,  for  want  of  capacity  to  vary 
them.  His  obfervations  are  mean  and  trite,  and 
very  often  falfe.  His  Secret  Hiftory  is  generally 
made  up  of  coffeehoufe-fcandals,  or  at  bell,  from 
reports  at  the  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  hand.  The 
account  of  the  Pretender's  birth,  would  only  be- 
come an  old  woman  in  a  chimney-corner.  His 
vanity  runs  intolerably  through  the  whole  book, 
affecting  to  have  been  of  coniequence  at  nineteen 
years  old,  and  while  he  was  a  little  Scotch  parfon 
of  40  pounds  a-year.  He  was  a  gentleman  born, 
and,  in  the  time  of  his  youth  and  vigour,  drew  in 
an  old  maiden,  daughter  of  a  Scotch  Earl,  to  mar- 
ry him.  His  characters  are  miferably  wrought,  in 
many  things  miftaken,  and  all  of  them  detracting, 
except  of  thofe  who  were  friends  to  the  Prefbyte- 
rians.  That  early  love  of  liberty  he  boafts  of  is 
abfolutely  falfe  ;  for  the  firft  book  that  I  believe  he 
ever  published  is  an  entire  treatife  in  favour  of 
pa  (live  obedience  and  abfolute  power  ;  fo  that  his 
reflections  on  the  clergy,  for  afferting,  and  then 
changing  thofe  principles,  come  very  improperly 
from  him.  He  is  the  moft  partial  of  *11  writers 

that 
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that  ever  pretended  fo  much  to  impartiality ;  and 
yet  I,  who  knew  him  well,  am  convinced  that  he 
is  as  impartial  as  he  could  poffibly  find  in  his  heart,; 
I  am  fure  more  than  I  ever  expected  from  him  ; 
particularly  in  his  accounts  of  the  irapift  and  fana- 
tic plots.  This  work  may  be  more  properly  called 
A  Hiftory  of  Scotland  during  the  author's  time, 
with  iome  digreffions  relating  to  ngland,  rather 
than  deferve  the  title  he  gives  it.  For  I  believe  two 
thirds  of  it  relate  only  to  that  beggarly  nation,  and 
their  infignificant  brangles  and  factions.  What  he 
fucceeds  b  ft  in,  is  in  giving  extracts  of  arguments 
and  debates  in  council  or  parliament.  Nothing  re- 
commends his  book'  but  the  recency  of  the  facts 
he  mentions,  mo  ft  of  them  being  ftill  in  memory, 
efpecially  the  ftory  of  the  revolution  ;  which,  how- 
ever, is  not  fo  well  told  as  might  be  expected  from 
one  who  affects  to  have  had  ib  conilderable  a  iliare 
in  it.  After  all,  he  was  a  man  of  generofity  and 
good  nature,  and  very  communicative  ;  but,  in  his 
ten  laft  years,  was  abfolute  party-  mad,  and  fancied 
he  faw  Popery  under  every  bufh.  He  hath  told 
me  many  pafTages  not  mentioned  in  this  hiftory, 
and  many  that  are,  but  with  feveral  circumftances 
fupprerTed  or  altered.  He  never  gives  a  good  cha- 
racter without  one  eiTential  point,  that  the  perfon 
xvas  tender  to  diilenters,  and  thought  many  things 
in  the  church  ought  to  be  amended. 

Setting  up  for  a  maxim,  Laying  down  for  a  maxim., 
Clapt  tipy  Decency,  and  fonie  other  words  and 
phrafes,  he  ufes  many  hundred  times. 

.Cut  out  for  a  Court,  A  pardoning  planet, -Clr.pt  up ^ 
Left  in  the  lurch ,  The  Mob,  0:tted>  A  great  beauty^ 
Went  roundly  to  -work:  All  thefe  ph raits  ufed  by 
the  vulgar,  {hew  him  to  have  kept  mean  or  illite- 
rate company  in  his  youth. 

AN 
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HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND. 

From   the   Invafion  of  it  by  JULIUS    CAESAR  to 
WILLIAM  THE  CONQUEROR. 

hj  'HE  mod  ancient  account  we  have  of  Britain 
•*•  is,  that  the  ifland  was  full  of  inhabitants,  di- 
vided into  feveral  petty  kingdoms,  as  rnofc  naiion3 
"of  the  world  appear  to  have  been  at  firft.  The 
"bodies  of  the  Britons  were  painted  \vith  a  flcy- co- 
loured blue,  either  as  an  ornament,  or  elfe  for  a 
terror  to  their  enemies.  In  their  religion  they 
\vcre  Heathen0,  as  all  the  world  was  before  Chrift, 
except  the  Jews. 

Their  pricfts  were  called  Druids  :  Thefe  lived  in 
hollow  trees,  and  committed  not  their  myfteries  to 
'writing,  but  delivered  them  down  by  tradition, 
whereby,  they  we're  in  time  wholly  loft. 

The  Britons  had  wives  in  common,  fo  many  to 
a  particular  tribe  or  fociety,  and  the  children  were 
in  common  to  that  fociety. 

About  fifty  years  before  Chrift,  Julius  Ccefar, 
the  fir  It  Roman  Emperor,  having  conquered  Gaul 
or  France,  invaded  Britain  rather  to  increafe  his 
glory  than  conquefts ;  for,  having  overcome  the 
natives  in  one  or  two  battles,  he  returned. 

VOL.  XII.  M  The 
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The  next  invaiion  of  Britain  by  the  Romans 
(then  matters  of  mod  of  the  known  world) 
was  in  the  reign  of  the  -Emperor  Claudius;  but  it 
was  not  wholly  fubdued  till  that  of  Nero.  It  was 
-governed  by  -Lieutenants,  or  deputies,  fent  from 
Rome,  as  Ireland  is  now  by  deputies  from  England; 
and  continued  thus  under  the  Romans  for  about 
460  years  :  till  that  empire,  being  invaded  by  the 
Goths  and  Vandals,  the  Romans  were  forced  not 
only  to  recal  their  own  armies,  but  alfo  to  draw 
from  hence  the  braveft  of  the  Britons,  for  their 
affiftance  againft  thofe  Barbarians. 

The  Roman  conquefts  in  this  if! and  reached  no 
further  northward  than  to  that  part  of  Scotland 
where  Stirling  and  Glafgow  are  feared :  The  region 
beyond  was  held  not  worth  the  conquering  :  It  was 
Inhabited  by  a  barbarous  people,  called  Caledo- 
nians and  Picts  %  who,  being  a  rough  fierce  nation, 
daily  infefted  the-Britifh  borders.  Therefore  the 
Emperor  Severus  built  a  wall,  from  Stirling  to 
Glafgow,  to  prevent  the  invaiions  of  the  Picts  :  It 
is  commonly  called  the  Picts  Wall. 

Thefe  Picts  and  Caledonians,  or  Scots,  encou- 
raged by  the  departure  of  the  Romans,  do  now 
cruelly  infeft  and  invade  the  Britons  by  fea  and 
land  :  The  Britons  chufe  Vortigern  for  their  king, 
who  was  forced  to  invke  the  Saxons,  (a  fierce  nor- 
thern people)  to  aflift  him  againft  thofe' Barbarians. 
The  Saxons  came  over,  and  beat  the  Picts  in  feve- 
ral  battles ;  but,  at  laft,  pick  quarrels  with  the 
Britons  themfelves. ;  and,  after  a  long  war,  drive 
them  into  the  mountains- of  Wales  and  Cornwall, 
and  eftablifh  themfelves  in  feven  kingdoms  in  Bri- 
tain, (by  them  now  called  England).  Thefe  feven 
kingdoms  are  ufually  ftiled  the  Saxon  Heptarchy. 

About  this  time  lived  King  Arthur,  (if  the  whole 
flory  be  not  a  fable)  who  was  fo  famous  for  beating 
the  Saxons  in  feveral  battles. 

The  Britons  received  Chriftianky  very  early, 

and, 
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and.  as -it  is  reported,  fro  en  fome  of  the  clifciples 
fhemfelves  :  So  that  when  the  Romans  left  Britain, 
the  Britons  were  generally  Chriftians.  But  the 
Saxons  were  Heathens,  till  Pope  Gregory  the 
Great  lent  over,  hither  Austin  the  Monk,  (A.  D. 
600  )  by  whom  Ethelbert  King  of  the  South-Sax*- 
ons,  and  his  fubjecls,  were  converted  to  Chrifti- 
anity  ;  and  the  whole  ifland  foon  followed  the  ex- 
ample. 

After  many  various  revolutions  in  this  ifland  a- 
mong  the  kingdoms  of  the  S.ixons,  Egbert,  de- 
fcended  from  the  Weil-Saxon  Kings,  (A.  D.  819.) 
became  fole  monarch  of  England. 

The  language  in  Britain  v/.is  Britifh,   (now  called 

C5  C3 

Welfh),  or  Latin;  but,  with  the  Saxon?,  Englifli- 
came  in  (although  extremely  different  from  what 
it  is  now).  The  prefent  names  of  towns,  (hires* 
&c.  were  given  by  them  ;  and  the  whole  kingdom 
was  called  England  from  the  Angles,  who  were  a 
branch  of  the  Saxons. 

As   foon  as   the  Saxons  were  fettled,  the  Danes 
began  to  trouble   and    invade   them,  as    they  (the 
I  Saxons)  had  before  done  the  Britons. 

Thefe  Danes  came  out  of  Germany,  Denmark, 
and  Norway,  a  rough  warlike  people,  little  differ- 
l  ent   from   the  Saxons,  to   whom   they  were  nigh 
I  neighbours. 

After  many invafions  from  the  Danes,  Edgar 
King  of  England  fets  forth  the  firft  navy.  He  was 
intitled  King  of  all  Albion,  an  old  name  of  this 
ifland)  and  was  the  firft  abfolute  monarch,  He 
made  peace  with  the  Danes,  and  allowed  them  to 
live  in  his  donVmions  mixt  with  the  Englifli. 

In  this  Prince's  time  there  were  five  Kings  in 
Wales,  who  all  did  him  homage  for  their  coun- 
try. 

Thefe  Danes  began  firft  to  make  their  invafions  - 

~ 

here  about  the  year  800,  which  they  after  renewed 
at  fever al   times,  and   under  iever.al    leaders,,  and 
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were  as  often  repulfed.  They  ufed  to  come  with 
vaft  numbers  of  fliips,  burn  and  ravage  before 
them,  as  the  cities  of  London,  Winchefter,  8:c. 
Encouraged  by  fuccefs  and  prey,  they  often  win- 
tered in  England,  fortifying  themfeivesin  the  Nor- 
thern parts,  from  whence  they  cruelly  infcfted  the 
Saxon  Kings,  In  prccefs  of  time  they  mixed  with 
the  Engliih  (as  was  faid  before)  and' lived  under 
the  5axon  government  :  But  Ethelred,  then  King 
of  England,  weary  of  the  Danifh  infolence,  a  con- 
fpiracy  is  formed,  and  the  Danes  are  maflacred 
(A.  Z>.  978,)  in  one  day  all  over  England. 

Four  years  after,  Sweyn  King  of  Denmark,  to 
revenge  the  death  of  his  fubjects,  invades  England; 
and,  after  battles  fought,  and  much  cruelty  exer- 
cifed,  he  fubdues  the  whole  kingdom,  forcing  E- 
fhelred  to  fly  into  Normandy. 

Sweyn  dying,  his  fon  Canutus  fucceeds  in  the 
kingdom  ;  but  Ethelred  returning  with  an  army, 
Canutus  is  forced  to  withdraw  to  Denmark  for 
iuccour. 

Ethelred  dies,  and  his  fon  Edmond  Ironlule 
fucceeds ;  but  Canutus  returning  with  frefh  forces 
from  Denmark,  after  feveral  battles,  the  kingdom 
is  parted  between  them  both.  Edmond  dying,  his 
fons  are  i tin  beyond  lea  by  Canutus,  who  is  now 
fole  King  of  England. 

Hardicanute,  the  lad  D«mi(h  King,  dying  with- 
out iifae,  Edward,  fon  of  Ethelred,  is  chofen  King. 
For  his  great  holinefs,  he  was  furnamed  the  6"Wj.i 
fejS?r>  anc^  Dinted  after  his  death.  He  was  the  fir  ft 
of  cur  Piinces  that  attempted  to  cure  the  King's 
evil,  by  touching.  He  firft  introduced  what  is 
now  called  the  Common  Law.  In  his  time  began 
the  mode  ;ind.  humour  among  the  Englifh  gentry, 
of  tiling  the  French  tongue  :iad  fafhions,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  King,  who  hud  been  bred  up  in 
Ncrmaudy. 

The: 
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The  Danifh  government  in  England  lafted  hue 
twenty  fix  years,  under  three.  Kings. 

Edward  the  ConfefTor  married  the  daughter  of 
Earl  Godwin,  an  Engliili  nobleman  of  great  power, 
but  of  Danifh  extraction;  but,  wanting  iflue,  he 
appointed  Edgar  Atheling,  grandfon  to  his  bro- 
ther, to  fucceed  him,  and  Harold,  fon  oF  Earl 
Godwin,  to  be  Governour  of  the  young  Prince. 
But,  upon  Edward's  death,  Harold  neglected  Ed- 
gar Atheiing,  and  ufurped  the  crown  for  himfelf. 

Edward,  while  he  was  in  Normandy,  met  fogood 
reception,  that  is  was  faid  he  made  a  promiie  to 
that  Duke,  that,  in  cafe  he  recovered  his  kingdom, 
and  died  without  ilfue,  he  would  leave  it  to  him, 
Edward  dying,  William  Duke  of  Normany  fends 
to  Harold  to  claim  the  crown ;  but  Harold  now  in 
pofleffion,  refolves  to  keep  it.  Upon  which  Duke 
William,  having  prepared  a  mighty  fleet  and  army, 
invades  England,  lands  at  Haftings,  fets  fire  to  his 
fleet,  to  cut  off  all  hope  from  his  men  of  returning. 
To  Harold  he  fent  his  meflenger,  demanding  the 
kingdom  and  his  fubje&ion  :  But  Harold  returned 
him  this  anfwer,  That,  unlefs  he  departed  his  land, 
he  would  make  him  fenfible  of  his  juft  difplealure. 
So  Harold  advanced  his  forces  into  Suflex,  within 
feven  miles  of  his  enemy.  The  Norman  Duke,  to 
lave  the  effufion  of  blood,  fent  thefe  offers  to  Ha- 
rold ;  either  wholely  to  refign  the  kingdom  to  himB 
or  to  try  the  quarrel  with  him  in  fingle  combat. 
To  this  Harold  did  not  agree. 

Then  the  battle  joined.  The  Normans  had  got- 
ten  the  worft,  if  it  had  not  been  for  a  ftratagem 
they  invented,  which  got  them  the  day.  In  this 
engagement  Harold  was  killed,  and  William  Duke 
of  Normandy  became  King  of  England,  under  the 
jume  of  William  the  Conqueror. 

M  3        "  SOME 
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The  REPEAL  of   the  TEST, 


T^  HOSE  of  either  fide  who  have  written  upon 
•*•  this  fubjecl:  of  the  Teft,  in  making  or  anfwer.- 
rng  oje6tions,  feem  to  fail  by  not  prefling  fufficieni- 
]y  the  chief  point  upon  which  the  controverfy  turns. 
The  arguments  ufed  by  thofe  who  write  for  the 
church  are  very  good  in  their  kind,  but  will  have 
little  force  under  the  prefent  corruptions  of  man- 
kind, becaufe  the  authors  treat  this  fubjedt  tanqnam 
in  republica  Platonis,  et  nonfece  Romuli. 

It  muft  be  confefled,  that,  confidering  how  few 
employments  of  any  coniequence  fall  to  the  {hare 
of  thofe  Englifh  who  are  bom  in  this  kingdom, 
and  thofe  few  very  dearly  purchafed,  at  the  expence 
of  confcience,  liberty,  and  all  regard  for  the  public 
good,  they  are  not  worth  contending  for  :  And  if 
nothing  but  profit  were  in  the  cale,  it  would  hardly 
coft  me  one  figh  when  I  fhould  fee  thofe  few  fcraps 
thrown  among  every  fpecies  of  Fanatics,  to  fcufSe 
for  among  themfelves. 

And  this  will  infallibly  be  the  cafe,  after  repeal- 
ing the  Teft.  For>  every  fubdivifion  of  feft  will,. 

with 
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with  equal  juffcice,  pretend  to  have  a  fhare  ;  and, 
as  it  is  ufual  with  fharers,  will  never  think  they  have 
enough  while  any  pretender  is  left  unprovided.  I 
fhall  not  except  the  Quakers ;  becauie,  when  the  paf- 
fage  is  once  let  open  for  all  feels  to  partake  in  public 
emoluments,  it  is  very  probable  the  lawfulnefs  of 
taking  oaths,  and  wearing  carnal  weapons,  may  be 
revealed  to  the  brotherhood  ;  which  thought,  I 
confefs,  was  firft  put  into  my  head  by  one  of  the 
fhrewdeft  Quakers  in  this  kingdom  *'. 

*  Undoubtedly  the  Quaker  himed  at  by  Dr.  Swift  was  the  Iste 
Mr.  Rooke  5  a  man  who  had  a  very  good  tafte  for  wit,  had  read  a- 
bundance  of  hiftory,  and  was  perhaps  the  mod  learned  Quaker,  o^e 
of  them,  in  the  world.  To  the  bdl  of  my  recolleftioru  he  was  the 
author  of  a  good  humorous  paftora!  in  the  Quaker- Avlc. 
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The  Truth  of  fo?ne  Maxims  in  State  and  Government* 
examined  with  reference  to  Ireland. 

T^HERE  are  certain  Maxims  of  State,  founded 
•*•  upon  long  obfervation  and  experience,  drawn 
from  the  conftant  practice  of  the  wifeft  nations, 
and  from  the  very  principles  of  government,  nor 
ever  controlled  by  any  writer  upon  politics.  Yet 
all  thefe  Maxims  do  necefTarily  prefuppofe  a  king- 
dom, or  commonwealth,  to  have  the  fame  natural 
rights  common  to  the  reft  of  mankind  who  have 
entered  into  civil  fociety.  For,  if  we  could  con- 
ceive a  nation  where  each  of  the  inhabitants  had 
but  one  eye,  one  leg,  and  one  hand,  it  is  plain  that, 
before  you  could  inftitute  them  into  a  republic,  an 
allowance  muft  be  made  for  thofe  material  defects, 
wherein  they  differed  from  other  mortals.  Or, 
imagine  a  legiflator  forming  a  fyftem  for  the  go- 
verment  of  Bedlam,  and,  proceeding  upon  the  max- 
im that  man  is  a  fociable  animal,  mould  draw  them 
out  of  their  cells,  and  form  them  into  corporations 
or  general  aflemblies  j  the  confequence  might  pro- 
bably be,  that  they  would  fall  foul  on  each  other, 
or  burn  the  houfe  over  their  own  heads. 

Of 
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Of  the  like  nature  are  innumerable  errors,  com- 
mitted by  crude  and  iliort  thinkers,  who  reafon  up- 
on general  topics,  without  the  leaft  allowance  for 
the  moil  important  circumftances,  which  quite  alter 
the  nature  of  the  cafe. 

This  hath  been  the  fate  of  thofe  frail  dealers* 
who  are  every  day  publiihing  their  thoughts  either 
on  paper  or  in  their  arTemblies  for  improving  the 
trade  of  Ireland,  and  referring  us  to  the  practice 
and  Example  of  England,  Holland,  France,  or  ci- 
ther nations. 

I  (hall  therefore  examine  certain  maxims  of  go- 
vernment, which  generally  pafs  for  uncontrolled  in 
the  world,  and  coniider  how  far  they  will  fuit  with 
the  preTent  condition  of  this  kingdom. 

Fir  ft,  it  is  affirmed  by  wife  men,  that  the  dear- 
nefs  of  things  necefiary  for  life,  in  a  fruitful  coun- 
try, is  a  certain  fign  of  wealth  and  great  commerce: 
For,  when  fuch  neceilaries  are  dear,  it  miift  abfo- 
lutely  follow  that  money  is  cheap  and  plentiful. 

But  this  is  manifeftly  falfe  in  Ireland,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reafon.  Some  years  ago,  the  fpecies  of  money 
here  did  probably  amount  to  fix  or  (even  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  :  and  I  have  good  caufe  to  believe, 
that  our  remittances  then  did  not  much  exceed  the 
caih  brought  in  to  us.  But  the  prodigious  difcou- 
r-Tgements  we  have  ilnce  received  in  every  branch 
of  our  trade,  by  the  ftequent  enforcements,  and 
rigorous  execution  of  the  navigation  act,  the  ty- 
ranny of  under  cuftom-houfe  officers,  the  yearly 
addition  of  abfentees,  the  payments  to  regiments 
abroad,  to  civil  and  .military  officers  refiding  ia 
.England,  the  unexpected  fudden  demands  of  great 
Aims  from  the  treafury,  and  fome  other  drains  of 
perhaps  as  great  confequence,  we  now  ie.e  ourfelves 
reduced  to  a  ftate  (iince  we  have  no  friends)  of  be- 
ing pitied  by  our  enemies,  at  leaft,  if  our  enemies. 
were  of  fuch  a  kind  as  to  be  capable  of  any  regards 
'towards  us,,  except  o£  hatred  and  contempt. 

Forty 
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Forty  years  are  now  paficd  fince  the  Revolution,:.  I 
when   the   contention   of   the   Britiih  empire  was,. 
rnoft  unfortunately  for  uSj   and   altogether  againfb- 
the  ufual  courfe  of  fuch  mighty-changes  in  govern- 
ment, decided   in.  the  lead  important  nation,  but 
with  fuch  ravages  and  ruin  executed  on  both  fides,  ,1 
as  to  leave  the   kingdom  a  defert,  which,  in  fome 
fort,  it  dill  continues.     Neither  did  the  long  rebel-- 
lions in  1641  make  half  fuch  a  deilruction  of  hou- 
fes,   plantations,   and  perfonal  wealth,  in  both  king- 
doms^ as  two  years  campaigns  did  in  ours,  by  fight- 
ing England's  battles. 

By  flow  degrees,  and  by  the  gentle  treatment  we 
received  under  two  aufpidous  reigns,  we  grew  able 
to  live  without  running  in  debt.  Our  abfentees 
were  but  few,  we  had  great  indulgence  in  trade,  a 
eonfiderable  ihare  in  employments  of  church  and 
fhite  ;  and,  while  the  fhort  leafes  continued,  which 
were  let  fome  years  after  the  war  ended,  tenants 
paid  their  rents  with  eafe  and  cheerfulnefs,  to  the 
great  regret  of  their  landlords,  who  had  taken  up 
a  fyirit  of  oppreffron  that  is  not  eafy  removed.  And 
although,  in  thefe  fhort  leafes,  the  rent  was  gra- 
dually to  increaf--  after  fhort  periods  ;  yet,  as  foon 
as  the  term  elapfed,  the  land  was  let  to  the  higheft 
bidder,  moft  commonly  without  the  leaft  effectual 
claufe  for  building  or  planting.  Yet  by  many  ad- 
vantages, which  this  ifland  then  porTefTed,  and  hath 
fince  utterly  loft,  the  rents  of  lands  ftili  grew  high- 
er upon  every  leafe  that  expired,  till  they  have  ar- 
rived at  the  prefent  exorbitance  :  when  the  frog, 
overfwelling  hhnfelf,  burft  at  lad. 

With  the  price  of  hind,  of  neceftlty  rofe  that  of 
corn  and  cattle,  and  all  other  commodities  that  far-  - 
rners  deal  in  :  Hence  likewife,  obvioufly,  the  price  of* 
all  goods  and  manufactures  among  ihopkeepers,  the 
\vages  of    fervants,  and  hire  of    labourers.     But, 
although  cur  miferics  came  on   faft,    with   neither 
trade  nor  money  left,  .yet,  neither  will  the  landlord 

abate 
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abate  in  his  rent,  nor  can  the  tenant  abate  in  the 
price  of  what  that  rent  muft  be  paid  with,  nor  any 
(hopkeeper,  tradefman,  or  labourer,  live  at  lower 
expence,  for  food  and  doathing,  than  he  did  before. 

I  have  been  the  Luger  upon  this  firft  head,  be- 
caufe  the  fame  obfeivations  will  clear  up  and 
ftrengthen  a  good  deal  of  what  I  fhall  affim  upon 
the  reft. 

The  iecond  Maxim  of  thofe  who  reafon  upon 
trade  and  government,  is  to  afTert,  that  low  inte- 
reft  is  a  certain  fign  of  great  plenty  of  money  in  a 
nation,  for  which,  as  in  many  other  articles,  they 
produce  the  examples  of  Holland  and  England. 
.But,  with  relation  to  Ireland,  this  Maxim  is  like- 
wife  entirely  falfe. 

There  .are  two  reafons  for  the  lownefs  of  intereil 
in  any  country.  Firft,  that  which  is  ufually  alledg- 
cd,  the  great  plenty  of  fpecie ;  and  this  is  obvious. 
The  iecond  is  the  want  of  trade^  which  feldom  falls 
under  common  obfervation,  although  it  be  equally 
true.  For,  where  trade  is  altogether  difcouraged, 
there  are  few  borrowers.  In  thofe  countries  where 
men  can  employ  a  large  (lock,  the  young  merchant, 
whofe  fortune  may  be  four  or  five  hundred  pounds, 
will  venture  to  borrow  as  much  more,  and  can  af- 
ford a  realbnable  intereft.  Neither  is  it  eafy  at  this 
xlay  to  find. many  of  thofe,  whole  bufinefs  reaches 
to  employ  even  Ib  inconfiderabie  a  fum,  except  a- 
mong  the  importers  of  wine ;  who,  as  they  have 
moft  part  of  the  preient  trade  in  thefe  parts  of  Ire- 
land in  their  hands,  fo  they  are  the  moft  exorbitant, 
exacting,  fradulent  dealers  that  ever  trafficked  in 
any  nation,  and  are  making  all  poffible  fpeed  to 
ruin  both  the.«ifel-es  and  the  nation. 

From  this  defeat  of  gentlemens  not  knowing  how- 
to  difpofe  of  their  ready  money,  arifeth  the  high 
purchafe  of  lands,  which  in  all  other  countries  is 
reckoned  a  fign  of  wealth.  For,  the  frugal  fquires, 
who  live  belo\v  their  incomes,  have  no  other  way 

to 
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to  difpofe  of  their  favings  but  by  mortgage  or  puN 
chafe,  by  which  the  rates  of  land  muft  naturally 
increafe  ;  and,  if  this  trade  continues  long  under 
the  uncertainty  of  rents,  the  landed  men  of  ready 
money  will  find  it  more  for  their  advantage  to  fend 
their  cadi  to  England,  and  place  it  in  the  funds; 
•which  I  myfelf  am  determined  to  do,  the  firft  con* 
fiderable  fum  I  {hall  be  mafter  of. 

It  hath  likewife  been  a  maxim  among  politicians, 
that  the  great  incrc.ife  of  buildings  in  the  metro- 
polis argues  a  fiouriihing  ftate.  But  this,  I  conFefs, 
hath  been  controlled,  from  the  example  of  Lon*  |{ 
don  ;  where,  by  the  long  and  annual  parliamentary 
feflions,  fuch  a  number  of  fenators,  with  their  fa- 
milies, friends,  adherents,  and  expectants,  draw 
fuch  prodigious  numbers  to  that  city,  that  the  old 
hofpitable  cufrom  of  lords  and  gentlemen  living  in 

i  O  O 

their  ancient  feats,  among  their  tenants,    is  almoft  h, 

loft  in  England  ;   is  laughed   out   of  doors  ;   in  fo  L 

much  that,  in  the  middle  of  fummer,  a  legal  Houfe  L 

of  Lords  and  Commons  might  be  brought  in  a  few  L 

hours  to  London,  from  their  country  villas  within  L 

twelve  miles  round.  |j; 

The  cafe  in  Ireland  is  yet  fomewhat  worfe  :  For 
the  abfentees  of  great  eftates,  who,  if  they  lived 
at  home,  would  have  many  rich  retainers  in  their 


neighbourhoods,  having  learned  to  rack  their  lands, 


Il 

K 

iv 
nnd   fhbrten    their  leales,  as  much  as  any  refiding   |et 

fquire  ;   and  the  few  remaining  of  thefe  latter,  hav- . 
ing  fome  vain  hope  of  employments  for  themfclves 
or  their  children,  and  difcouraged  by  the  beggarli* 
nefs  and  thievery  of  their  own    miferable   farmers 
and   cottagers,    or   feduced   by  the  vanity  of  their 
wives,  on   pretence  of  their   children's   education,  |». 
(whereof  the  fruits  arc  fo  apparent)  together  with  jj; 
that  moft  wonderful  and  yet  more  unaccountable  H*. 
zeal  for  a  feat  in  their  aflembly,  though   at  forne 
years  purchafe  for  their  whole  eftates.    Thefe,  and 
iome  other  motives  better  let  pafs,  have  drawn  fuch 

a  con- 
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a  concourfe  to  this  beggarly  city,  that  the  dealers 
of  the  feveral  branches  of  building  have  found  out 
all  the  commodious  and  inviting  phces  for  erecting 
new  houfes,  while  fifteen  hundred  of  the  old  ones, 
which  is  a  fevemh  part  of  the  whole  city,  are  faid 
to  be  left  uninhabited,  and  falling  to  ruin.  Their 
method  is  the  fame  with  that  which  was  firft  intro- 
duced by  Dr.  Barebone  at  London,  who  died  a 
bankrupt.  The  mafon,  the  bricklayer,  the  car- 
penter, the  (later,  and  the  glazier,  take  a  lot  of 
ground,  club  to  build  one  or  more  houfes,  unite 
their  credit,  their  ftock,  and  their  money,  and, 
when  their  work  is  finifhed,  fell  it  to  the  beft  ad- 
vantage they  can.  But,  as  it  often  happens,  and 
more  every  day,  that  their  fund  will  not  anfwer 
half  their  defign,  they  are  forced  to  underfell  it  at 
the  firft  ftory,  and  are  all  reduced  to  beggary.  In 
fo  much  that  T  know  a  certain  fanatic  brewer  *, 
who  is  reported  to  have  fome  hundreds  of  houfes 
in  this  town,  is  faid  to  have  purchafed  the  greater 
part  of  them  at  half  value  from  ruined  undertakers, 
hath  intelligence  of  all  new  houfes  where  the  finifh- 
ing  is  at  a  ft  and,  takes  advantage  of  the  builder's 
diftrefs,  and,  by  the  advantage  of  ready  money, 
gets  fifty  per  cent,  at  leaft  for  his  bargain. 

It  is  another  undifputed  maxim  in  government, 
that  people  are  the  riches  of  a  nation  ;  which  is  fo 
Umverfaily  granted,  that  it  will  be  hardly  pardona- 
ble to  bring  it  in  doubt.  And  I  will  grant  it  to  be 
fo  far  true,  even  in  this  ifland,  that,  if  we  had  the 
African  cuftom,  or  privilege,  of  iVlling  our  ufelefs 
bodies  for  flaves  to  foreigners,  it  would  be  the  moft 
ufeful  branch  of  our  trade,  by  riddim;  us  of  a  moft 

•      f*  J  t  j 

insupportable  burden,  and  bringing  us  money  in 
their  Head.  But,  in  our  prcfent  iituation,  at  lead, 
five  children  in  fix  who  are  born  ly  a  dead  weight 
Upon  us  for  want  of  employment.  And  a  very 

*  Leefon, 
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ikilful  computer  afTured  me,  that  above  one  half  of 
the  fouls  in  this  kingdom  fupported  themfelves  by 
begging  and  thievery,  whereof  two  thirds  would  be 
able  to  get  their  bread  in  any  other  country  upon 
earth.  Trade  is  the  only  incitement  to  labour: 
Where  that  fails,  the  poorer  native  mult  either  beg, 
freal,  or  itarve,  or" be  forced  to  quit  his  country. 
This  hath  made  me  often  \vifli,  for  ibrae  years  parr, 
that,  inftead;of  difcouraging  our  people  from  feck- 
ing  foreign  foil,  that  the  public  would  rather  pay 
for  tr-mi  porting  all  cur  uimeeeiTary  mortal-,  whe- 
ther Papil>o  or  Proteftants,  to  America,  a?  draw-' 
backs  are  fometirnes  allowed  for  exporting  commo- 
dities where  a  nation  is  overftocked.  I  confefs  my- 
felf  to  be  touched  with  a  very  fenfible  pleasure,; 
when  I  hear  of  a  mortality  in  any  country  parifli 
or  vllage,  where  the  wretches  are  forced  to  pay  for 
a  filthy  cabbin  and  two  ridges  of  potatoes  treble  the 
worth,  brought  up  to  fteal  or  beg,  for  want  of 
work  :  to  whom  death  would  be  the  beft  thing  to 
be  w lined  for,  on  account  both  of  themfelves  and 
the  public. 

Among  all  taxes  impofed  by  the  legiflature,  thofe' 
npon  luxury  are  univerfally  allowed  to  be  the  moft 
equitable  and  beneficial  to  the  -fubjeft ;  and  the 
i:ommoncft  reafoner  on  goverment  might  fill  a  vo- 
lume with  arguments  on  the  fubjecl.  •>  Yet  here 
again,  by  the  fingular  fate  of  Ireland,  this  maxim 
Is  utterly  falfe  ;  and  the  putting  it  in  practice  may 
have  fuch  a  pernicious  confequence,  as  I  certainly 
believe  the  thoughts  of  the  propofers  were  not  able 
to  reach. 

The  miferies  we  fufFer  by  our  abfentees  are  of  a 
far  more  extenfive  nature  than  feems  to  be  com- 
monly underftood.  I  muft  vindicate  myfelf  to  the 
reader  fo  far  as  to  declare  folemnly,  that  what  I 
fliall  fay  of  thofe  lords  and  fquires,  does  not  arife 
from  the  leaft  regard  I  have  for  their  underftand' 

O 

ings,  their  vinucsa  or  their  perfons.    For,  although 

I  have 
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I  have  not  the  honour  of  .the  leaft  acquaintance 
with  any  one  among  them,  (my  ambition  not  fear- 
ing ib  high),  yet  I  ara  too  good  a  witnefs  of  the 
fituation  they  have  been  in  for  thirty  years  paft,  the 
•ventration  paid  them  by  the  people,  the  high  efteein 
they  are  in  among  the  prime  nobility  .and.  gentry, 
the  particular  marks  of  favour  and  diftin&ion  they 
receive  from  the  court  :  The  weight  and  confe- 
quence  of  their  interefc,  added  to  their  great  zeal 
and  appiicatton  for  preventing  any  hardships  their 
country  might  fufix-r  from  England r  wifely  confi- 
dering  that  their  own  fortunes  and  honours  were 
embarked  in  the  fame  bottom, 


a  -  SENT 
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A      QUAKER, 


When  three  hundred  pounds  were  bid  for  taking 

up  the  DRAPJER. 

I  SAM.  Chap.  xvi.  ver.  45, 

ts  A  ND  the  people  faid  unto  Saul,  Shall  Jona» 
a  £\.  than  (jie^  who  Jiath  wrought  this  great  fal- 
"  tion  in  Ifra«l?  God  forbid:  As  the  Lord  livethr 
«*  there  (hall  not  one  hair  of  his  head  fall  to  the 
"  ground  ;  for  he  wrought  with  God  this  day. 
"  So  the  people  refcued  Jonathan  that  he  died 


"  not," 


DOING 
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On  the  Occafion  of  WOOB's  PROJECT, 
Written  in  the  Year  M.DCC.XXIV. 
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we  have  therefore  opportunity,    let.  us  do  Good 
unto  all  men. 

"VTAture  directs  every  one  of  us,  and  God  per- 
•^  mits  us,  to  confult  our  own  private  good  be- 
fore the  private  good  of  any  other  perfon  whatfo- 
cver.  We  are,  indeed,  commanded  to  love  our 
neighbour  as  ourfelves,  but  not  as  well  as  ourielves0 
The  love  we  have  for  ourfelves  is  to  be  the  pattern 
of  that  love  we  ought  to  have  towards  our  neigh- 
bour :  But,  as  the  copy  doth  not  equal  the  original** 
fo  my  neighbour  cannot  think  it  hard,  if  I  prefer 
myfelf,  who  am  the  original,  before  him  who  is  only 
the  copy.  Thus,  if  any  matter  equally  concern  the 
life,  the  reputation,  the  profit  of  my  neighbour, 
and  my  own  -,  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law 
of  God,  obligeth  me  to  take  care  of  myfelf  firft,  and 

N  after- 
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afterwards  of  him.  And  this  I  need  not  be  at  much 
pains  in  perfuading  you  to  ;  for  the  want  of  felf^ 
love,  with  regard  to  things  of  this  world,  is  not  a- 
jnong  the  faults  of  mankind.  But  then,  on  the  o- 
thcr  fide,  if,  by  a  final  I  hurt  and  lofs  to  myfelf,  I 
can  procure  a  great  good  to  my  neighbour,  in  that 
cafe  his  interert  is  to  be^preferred.  For  example,  if 
I  can  be  fure  of  faving  his  life,  without  great  dan- 
ger to  my  own  ;  if  I  can  preferve  him  from  being 
undone,  without  ruining  myfelf,  or  recovering  his 
reputation  without  blafting  mine  ;  all  this  I  am 
obliged  to  do  :  And,  if  I  fincerely  perform  it,  I 
do  then  obey  the  command  of  God,  in  loving  my 
neighbour  as  myfdlf. 

But  befide  this  love  we  owe  to  every  man  in  liis 
particular  capacity  under  the  title  of  our  neighbour, 
there  is  yet  a  duty  of  more  large  extenfive  nature, 
incumbent  on  us  ;  which  is  our  love  to  our  neigh-- 
bour  in  his  public  capacity,  as  he  is  a  member  of 
that  great  body  the  commonwealth,  under  the 
fame  government  with  ourfclves, ;  and  this  is  ufual- 
Jy  called  love  of  the  public,  and  is  a  duty  to  which 
we  are  more  ftriclly  obliged  than  even  that  of 
loving  ourfelves  ;  becaufe  therein  ourfelves  are  alfo 
contained,  as  well  as  all  our  neighbours,  in  one  great 
body.  This  love  of  the  public,  or  of  the  common- 
wealth, or  love  of  our  country,  was  in  ancient  times 
properly  known  by  the  name  of  virtue  ;  becaufe  it 
was  the  greateft  of  all  virtues,  and  was  iuppofed  to 
contain  all  virtues  in  it  :  And  many  great  examples 
^>f  this  virtue  are  left  us  on  record,  fcarcely  to  be 
believed,  or  even  conceived,  in  fuch  a  bale,  cor- 
rupted, wicked  age  as  this  we  live  in.  In  thofe 
times  it  was  common  for  men  to  facrifice  their 
lives  for  the  good  of  their  country,  although  they 
had  neither  hope  or  belief  of  future  rewards ; 
\vhereas,  in  our  days,  very  few  make  the  leaft 
fern  pie  of  facrificing  a  whole  nation,  as  well  as 
their  own  fouls,  for  a  little  prefeat  gain :  which 

often 


A     SERMON;  r$r 

cften  hath  been  known  to  end  in  their  own 
ruin  in  this  world,  as  it  certainlly  muft  in  that  to 
come. 

Have  we  not  feen  men,  for  the  fake  of  fome 
petty  employment,  give  up  the  very  natural  rights 
and  liberties  of  their  country,  and  of  mankind* 
in  the  ruin  of  which  themfelves  muft  at  laft 
be  involved  ?  Are  not  thefe  corruptions  gotten  a- 
mong  the  meaner!  of  our  people,  who,  for  a  piece 
of  money,  .will  give  their  votes  at  a  venture,  for 
the  difpofal  of  their  own  lives  and  fortunes,  with- 
out confidering  whether  it  be  to  thofe  who-are  moft 
likely  to  betray  or  defend  them  ? 

But,  if  I  were  to  produce  only  one  inurance  of  a 
hundred  wherein  we  fail  in  this  duty  of  loving  our 
country,  it  would  be  an  endlefs  labour  ;  and  there- 
fore I  lhall  not  attempt  it. 

But  here  I  would  not  be  mifunderftood  :  By  the 
love  of  our  country,  I  do  not  mean  loyally  to  our 
king,  for  that  is  a  duty  of  another  nature  ;  and  a  man 
may  be  very  loyal,  in  the  common  fenfe  of  the 
word 3  without  one  grain  of  public  good  at  his 
heart,  witnefs  this  very  kingdom  we  live  in.  I  ve- 
rily believe,  that,  fince  the  beginning  of  the  world, 
no  nation  upon  earth  ever  ihewed  (all  circum- 
ftances  confidered)  fuch  high  conftant  marks  of 
loyalty  in  all  their  actions  and  behaviour  as  we  have 
done  :  And  at  the  fame  time,  no  people  ever  ap- 
peared more  utterly  void  of  what  is  called  a  public 
fpirit.  When  I  fay  the  people,  I  mean  the  bulk  or 
mafs  of  the  people,  for  I  have  nothing  to  do  with 
thcfe  in  power. 

Therefore,  I  fhall  think  my  time  not  ill  fpent,  if 
I  can  perfuade  moft  or  all  of  you  who  hear  me,  to 
ihew  the  love  you  have  for  your  country,  by  en- 
deavouring, in  your  feveral  ftations,  to  do  all  the 
public  good  you  are  able.  For  I  am  certainly  per- 
fuadedj  that  all  our  misfortunes  arife  from  no  o- 

ther 


i5a  D  O  I  N  G    G  O  O  D  i 


original  caufe   than  that   general  difregard  a* 
mong  us  to  the  public  welfare. 

I  therefore  undertake  to  fliew  you  three  things.  - 

Firft,  That  there  are  few  people  fo  weak  or  mean, 
who  have  it  not  fometimes  in  their  power  to  be  ufe- 
ful  to  the  public. 

Secondly  ',  That  it  is  often  in  the  power  of  the 
meaneft  among  mankind  to  do  mifchief  to  the 
public. 

And  Iciflfy,  That  all  wilful  injuries  done  to  the 
public  are  very  great  and  aggravated  fins  in  the 
fight  of  God. 

Firft,  There  are  few  people  fo  weak  or  mean, 
who  have  it  not  fometimes  in  their  power  fo  be  ufe- 
ful  to  the  public. 

Solomon  tells  us  of  a  poor  wife  man  who  faved  a 
city  by  his  counfel.  It  hath  often  happened,  that 
a  private  foldier,  by  fome  unexpected  brave  attempt, 
hath  been  inftrumental  in  obtaining  a  great  victory. 
How  many  obicure  men  have  been  authors  of  very 
ufeful  inventions,  whereof  the  world  now  reaps  the 
benefit  ?  The  very  example  of  honefty  and  induftry 
in  a  poor  tradelman  will  fometimes  ipread  through 
a  neighbourhood,  when  others  fee  how  fuccefsful 
he  is;  and  thus  fo  many  ufeiul  members  are  gain- 
ed, for  which  the  whole  body  of  the  public  is  the 
better.  Whoever  is  blefied  with  a  true  public  fpi- 
rif,  God  will  certainly  put  it  into  his  way  to  make 
ufe  of  that  bleffing,  for  the  ends  it  was  given  him, 
by  fome  means  or  other:  And  therefore,  it  hath 
been  obferved  in  moft  ages,  that  the  greater!  ac- 
tions, for  the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth,  have 
been  performed  by  the  wifdora  or  courage,  the 
contrivance  or  induftry  of  particular  men,  and  not 
of  numbers  ;  and  that  the  lafeiy  of  a  kingdom  hath 
often  been  owing  to  thoie  handb  from  whence  it 
was  leaft  expected. 

Buc,  Secondly,  it  is    often   in    the  power  of  the 
meaneft  among  mankind  to  do  mijghief  to  the 

public  ; 
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public  :  *  And  hence  arife  moft  of  thofe  miferies 
with  which  the  ftates  and  kingdoms  of  the  earth 
are  infefted.  How  many  great  princes  have  been 
murdered  by  the  meanefl  ruffians  ?  The  weakeft 
hand  can  open  a  flood-gate  to  drown  a  country, 
which  a  thoufand  of  the  ftrongeft  cannot  ftop. 
Thofe  who  have  thrown  off  all  regard  for  public 
good,  will  often  have  it  in  their  way  to  do  public 
evil,  and  will  not  fail  to  exercife  that  power  when- 
ever they  can.  The  greateft  blow  given  of  late  to 
this  kingdom,  was  by  the  difnonefty  of  a  few  ma- 
nufacturers ;  who,  by  imposing  bad  ware  at  fo«- 
reign  markets,  in  almoft  the  only  traffic  permitted 
to  us,  did  half  ruin  that  trade  ;  by  which  this  poor 
unhappy  kingdom  now  fufFers  in  the  midft  of  fuf- 
ferings.  I  fpeak  not  here  of  perfons  in  high  fta- 
tions,  who  ought  to  be  free  from  from  all  reflec- 
tion, and  are  fuppofed  always  to  intend  the  wel- 
fare of  the  community  :  But  we  now  find  by  ex- 
perience, that  the  meaneft  inftrument  may,  by  the 
concurrence  of  accidents,  have  it  in  his  power  to 
bring  a  whole  kingdom  to  the  very  brink  of  de- 
ftru6tion,  and  is  at  this  prefent  endeavouring  to  fi- 
nifh  his  work  ;  and  hath  agents  among  ourfelves> 
who  are  contented  to  fee  their  own  country  un- 
done, to  be  fmall  fharers  in  that  iniquitous  gain, 
which  at  laft  muft  end  in  their  own  ruin  as  well  as 
ours.  I  confefs,  it  was  chiefly  the  confideration  of 
that  great  danger  we  are  in,  which  engaged  me  to 
difcourfe  to  you  on  this  fubject ;  to  exhort  you  to 
a- love  of  your  country,  and  a  public  fpirit,  when 
all  you  have  is  at  flake  ;  to  prefer  the  intereft  of 
your  Prince  aud  your  fellow- fubjecls  before  that  of 
o:,e  deftruclive  impoftor,  and  a  few  of  his  adherents 
Perhaps  it  may  be  thought  by  fome,  that  this 
way  of  difcourfing-  is  not  fo  proper  for  the  pulpit, 
But  furely,  when  an  open  attempt  is  made,  and  far 
carried  on,  to  make  a  great  kingdom  one  large 
po-or-houfe,  to  deprive  us  of  all  means-  to  exet% 
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cife  hofpitality  or  cbn.i  ;ty,  to  turn  our  cities  and 
churches  In:o  ruins,  tr  make  the  country  a  defert 
for  \vild  hearts  and  robbers,  to  deftroy  all  arts  and 
fciences,  all  trades  and  rnanufafrures,  and  the  very 
tillage  of  the  ground,  only  to  enrich  one  obfcure  ill 
defigning  projector,  and  his  followers;  it  is  time 
for  the  paRor  to  cry  out  that  the  wolf  is  getting  in- 
fo his  flock,  to  warn  them  to  (land  together,  and 
^11  to  confuh  the  common  fafety.  And  God  be 
praifed  for  his  infinite  goodnefs  in  railing  fuch  a 
fpirit  of  union  among  us,  at  leaft  in  this  point,  in 
the  midft  of  all  our  former  divifions ;  which 
union,  if  it  continue,  will  in  all  probability,  defeat 
the  pernicious  delign  of  this  pefiiient  enemy  to  the 
nation. 

But,  from  hence,  it  clearly  follows  how  necef- 
fary  the  love  of  our  country,  or  a  public  fpirit,  is 
in  every  particular  man,  fince  the  wicked  have  fo 
many  opponunites  of  doing  public  mifchief.  Eve- 
ry man  is  upon  his  own  guard  for  his  private  ad- 
vantage ;  but,  where  the  public  is  concerned.,  he  is 
apt  to  be  negligent,  considering  himfelf  only  as  one 
among  two  or  three  millions,  among  whom  the  lofs 
is  equally  (hared,  and  thus,  he  thinks,  he  can  be 
no  great  fufferer.  Meanwhile  the  trader,  the  far- 
mer, and  the  Shopkeeper,  complain  of  rhe  h;ird- 
nefs  and  deadnefs  of  the  times,  and  wonder 
•whence  it  comes  ;  while  it  is,  in  a  great  meafure, 
owing  to  their  own  folly,  for  want  of  that  love  of 
their  country,  and  public  fpirit  and  firm  union  a- 
mong  themfelves,  which  are  fo  neceffary  to  the 
profperity  of  every  nation. 

Another  method  by  which  the  meaneft  wicked 
man  may  have  it  in  his  power  to  injure  the  public, 
is  falfe  accuiation,  whereof  this  kingdom  hath  af- 
forded too  many  examples  :  Neither  is  it  long 
fince  no  man,  whofe  opinions  were  thought  to 
differ  from  thofe  in  fafhion.  could  fafely  converfe 
beyond  his  nearelt  friends,  for  tear  of  being  fworn 
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agninft,  as  r.  traitor,  by  thofe  who  made  a  traffic  of 
perju  v  -ind  fubo''-iation  ;  by  which  the  very  peace 
of  die  nation  \v...s  dilturbed,  and  men  fled  from 
eacb  o  :i*  as  they  would  from  a  lion  or  a  bear, got 
looi"-:,  id,  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  the  perni- 
cious ;  ,  :ct  now  in  hand  to  reduce  us  to  beggary, 
was  forwarded  by  one  of  thefe  falie  accufers,  who 
hid  been  convicted  of  endeavouring,  by  perjury 
and  fubornation,  to  take  away  the  lives  of  feveral 
innocent  perfons  here  among  us  ;  and,  indeed, 
there  could  not  be  a  more  proper  inftrument  for 
fuch  a  work. 

Another  method,  by  which  the  meaneft  people 
may  do  injury  to  the  public.,  is  the  fpreading  of 
lies  and  falie  rumours,  thus  railing  a  diftruit  among 
the  people  of  a  natioa}  caufing  them  to  miftake 
'  their  true  intereft,  and  their  enemies  for  their 
friends  :  And  this  hath  been  like  wife  too  fuccefsful 
a  practice  among  u?.  where  we  have  known  the 
whole  kingdom  mifkd  by  the  grofTeft  lies,  raifed 
upon  occasion  to  ferve  fome  particular  turn.  As 
it  hath  alfo  happened  in  the  cafe  I  lately  mention- 
ed, where  one  obfcure  man,  by  reprefenting  our 
wants  where  they  were  leaft;  and  concealing  them 
where  they  were  greateft,  had  aimed:  fucceeded  in 
a  project  of  utterly  ruining  this  whole  kingdom  ; 
and  may  {till  fueceed,  if  God  doth  not  continue 
that  public  fpirit,  which  he  hath  alnaoft  miracul- 
oufly  kindled  in  us  upon  this  occafion. 

Thus  we  fee  the  public  is  many  times,  as  it  were, 
at  the  mercy  of  the  meaneft  inftrument,  who  can 
be  wicked  enough  to  watch  opportunities  of  doing 
it  mifchief,  upon  the  principles  of  avarice  or  ma- 
lice;  which,  I  am  afraid,  are  deeply  rooted  in  too 
many  breads,  and  again  ft  which  there  can  be  no 
defence,  but  a  firm  resolution  in  all  honeft  men, 
to  be  clofely  united  and  active  in  (hewing  their  love 
to  their  country,  by  preferring  the  public  intereft 
to  their  prefent  private  advantage.  If  a  paflenger, 

in 
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in  a  great  ftorm  at  fea,  fhould  hide  his  goods  tha* 
they  might  not  be  thrown  over-board  to  lighten  the 
fhip,  what  would  be  the  confequence  ?  The  (hip 
is  caft  away,  and  he  lofes  his  life  and  goods  toge- 
ther. 

We  have  heard  of  men,  who,  through  greedi- 
nefsof  gain,  have  brought  infected  goods  into  a 
nation,  which  bred  a  plague,  whereof  the  owners 
and  their  families  perifhed  fir  ft.  Let  thofe  among 
us  confider  this  and  tremble,  whofe  houfes  are  pri- 
vately ftored  with  thofe  materials  of  beggary  and 
defolation,  lately  brought  over  to  be  fcattered  like- 
peflilence  among  their  countrymen,  which  may 
probably  firft  feize  upon  themfelves  and  their  fa- 
milies, until  their  houfes  fliall  be  made  a  dunghill. 

I  {hall  mention  one  practice  more,  by  which  the 
meaneft  inftruments  often  fucceed  in  doing  public 
mifchief ;  and  this  is  by  deceiving  us  with  plaufible 
arguments,  to  make  us  believe  that  the  mofr  ruin- 
ous project  they  can  offer  is  intended  for  our  good,i 
as  it  happened  in  the  cafe  fo  often  mentioned.  For 
the  poor  ignorant  people,  allured  by  the  appearing 
convenience  in  their  fmall  dealings,  did  not  difco- 
ver  the  ferpent  in  the  brafs,  but  were  ready,  like 
thelfraelites,  to  offer  incenfe  to  it  ;  neither  could 
the  wifdom  of  the  nation  convince  them,  un- 
til fome,  of  good  intentions  made  the  cheat  fo  plain 
to  their  fight,  that  thofe  who  run  may  read.  And 
thus  the  defign  was  to  treat  us,  in  every  point,  as 
the  Philiftines  treated  Samfon  ;  (I  mean  when  he ' 
was  betrayed  by  Dalilah)  fir  ft  to  put  out  our  eyes, 
and  then  bind  us  with  fetters  of  brafs. 

I  proceed  to  the  laft  thing  I  propofed,  which  was 
to  fliew  you,  that  all  wilful  injuries  done  to  the 
public  are  very  great  and  aggravated  fins  in  the 
fight  of  God. 

FhJL  It  is  apparent  from  Scripture,  and  moil 
iM;retabie  to  reaioo,  that  the  fafety  and  welfare  of 

nations 
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nations  are  under  the  moft  peculiar  care  of  God's 
providence. 

Thus  he  promifed  Abraham  to  fave  Sodom,  if 
only  ten  righteous  men  could  be  found  in  it.  Thus 
Ihe'reafon  which  God  gave  to  Jonas  for  not  de- 
llroying  Nineveh  was,  becaufe  there  were  fix-fcore 
thoufand  men  in  that  city. 

All  government  is  from  God,  who  is  the  God  of 
order,  and  therefore  whoever  attempts  to  breed 
confufion  or  difturbance  among  a  people,  doth  his 
titmoft  to  take  the  government  of  the  world  out  of 

•  God's  hands,  and  to  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
devil,  who  is  the  author  of  confufion.  By  which 
it  is  plain,  that  no  crime,  how  heinous  fcever* 
committed  againft  particular  perfons,  can  equal  the 
guilt  of  him  who  does  injury  to  the  public 

Secondly,  All  offenders  againft  their  country  lie 
Under  this  grievous  difficulty,  that  it  is  next  to  im- 
pciilb'e  to  obtain  a  pardon,  or  make  refticution* 
The  bulk  of  mankind  are  very  quick  at  refeming 
injuries,  and  very  {low  in  forgiving  them  :  And 
how  (hall  one  man  be  able  to  obtain  the  pardon  of 
millions,  or  repair  the  inju>  :s  he  hath  done  to 
millions  ?  How  (hall  thofe,  who,  by  a  moft  de- 
Hruclive  fraud,  got  the  whole  wealth  of  our  neigh- 
bouring kingdom  into  their  hands,  be  ever  able  to 

i  fnake  a  recompence  ?  How  will  the  authors  and 
promoters  of  that  villainous  project,  for  the  ruin 
o"f  ihis  poor  country,  be  able  to  account  with  us 
for  the  injuries  tht-y  have  already  done,  altliougU 

ii  they  fhould   no  farther  fucceed  f     The  deplorable 

.  cafe  of  fuch  wretches,  muft  entirely  be  left  to  the 
unfathomable  mercies  of  God  :  For  thofe  who 

i  know  the  lenft  in  religion  are  not  ignorant  that, 
without  our  ulmoft  endeavours  to  make  reftitu* 

f  tion  to  the  peribn    injured,  and  to  obtain  his  par- 

;  don,  added  to  a  fincere  repentance,  there  is  no 
hope  of  falvation  given  in  the  gofpel. 

VOL.  XII.  O  Laftly, 
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Laftty,  All  offences  again  ft  our  own  country 
have  this  aggravation,  that  they  are  ungrate- 
ful and  unnatural.  It  is  to  our  country  we 
o\ve  thofe  laws  which  protect  us  in  our  lives,  our 
liberties,  our  properties,  and  our  religion.  Our 
country  produced  us  into  the  world,  and  continues 
to  nourifh  us,  ib  that  it  is  ufually  called  our  mo- 
ther ;  and  there  have  been  examples  of  great  ma- 
giftrates,  who  have  put  their  own  children  to 
death  for  endeavouring  to  betray  their  country, 
as  if  they  had  attempted  the  life  of  their  natural 
parent. 

Thus  I  have  briefly  {hewn  you  how  terrible  a  fin 
it  is  to  be  an  enemy  to  our  country,  in  order  to 
incite  you  to  the  contrary  virtue,  which  at  this 
juncture  is  To  highly  neceflary,  when  every  man's 
*:,'uieavour  will  be  of  ufe.  We  have  hitherto  been 
juft  able  to  fuppori  ourfelves  under  many  hard- 
ships ;  but  now  the  axe  is  laid  to  the  root  of  the 
tree,  and  nothing  but  a  firm  union  among  us  can 
prevent  our  utter  undoing.  This  we  are  obliged  to, 
in  duty  to  cur  gracious  King,  as  well  as  to  ouiv{ 
•iclves.  Let  us  therefore  preferve  that  public  fpirit, 
which  God  hath  railed  in  us  for  our  own  temporal 
Intereft.  For,  if  this  wicked  project  fhould  fucceed, 
which  it  cannot  do  but  by  cur  own  folly  ;  if  we 
fell  ourfelves  for  nought  ;  the  merchant,  the 
ihop-keeper,  the  artificer,  muft  fly  to  the  clefert 
with  their  miferable  families,  there  to  ilarve  or 
live  upon  rapine,  or  at  leait  exchange  their  coun- 
try for  one  more  hofpitabk  than  that  where  they 
w^re  born. 

Thus  much  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  fay  to  you, 
who  are  under  my  care,  to  warn  you  againft  thofe 
temporal  evils,  which  may  draw  the  worft  of  fpi- 
litual  evils  after  them;  fuch  as  heartburnings, 
murmurings,  difcontents,  and  all  manner  of  wic- 
kcdnefs  which  a  defperate  condition  of  lift  may 

lempt  men  to, 

I  am 
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I  am  fenfible  that  what  I  have  now  j'tul  wi',1  nor 
go  very  far,  being  confined  to  this  affembly  ;  but 
hope  it  may  ftir  up  others  of  my  brethren  to  exhort 
their  feveral  congregations,  after  a  more  effectual 
manner,  to  fkew  their  love  for  their  country  on 
this  important  occaflon.  And  this,  I  am  lure, 
cannot  be  called  meddling  in  a£T;irs  of  ftai  . 

I  pray  God  protect  his  mod  gracious  Majefc 
ty,  and  this  kingdom,  long  und,r  his  government, 
and  defend  us  from  all  ruinous  projectors,  deceive;  , 
fuborners,  perjurer?,  falfe  accufer?,  and oppreflbrs ; 
from  the  virulence  of  pany  and  f».c~tion  :  and  unite 
us  in  loyalty  to  our  King,  love  to  our  country,  apcj 
charity  to  each  other,  .\ndthis  web-:  ; 
Chrift'liis  (like:  To  whonj,  c;--f. 
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AH  the  LADJES  and  WOMEN  of  IRELAND 
ihould  appear  conftamlf  in  IRISH  Manu* 
f aft  u  res. 

Written  in  tbe  Year  1729. 


was  a  treatife  written  about  nine  years 
•*'  ago,  to  perfuade  the  people  of  Ireland  to  wear 
their  own  inanufa&ures  *.  This  treatiie  was  allow- 
ed to  have  not  one  fytlable  in  it  of  party  or  diiTaf- 
feclion,  but  was  wholly  founded  upon  the  growing 
poverty  of  the  nation,  occaiionedby  the  utter  waii 
of  trade  in  every  branch,  except  that  ruinous  im- 
portation of  all  foreign  extravagancies  from  other 
countries.  This  treatife  was  prefented,  by  the 
Grand-jury  of  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  as  a 
fcandalous,  feditious,  and  factious  pamphlet.  I 
forget  who  was  the  foreman  of  the  city  grand-jury, 
but  the  foreman  for  the  county  was  one  Dr.  i>e;«! 
regiiter  to  the  Archbi/hup  of  Uublin,  \vherein  l 
d^jjcreci  much  from  the  fcntiments  of  his  Lord, 
The  printer  was  tried  before  the  hue  Mr.  Whitch- 
ct^  that  famous  Lord  Chief -Ju ilk e  ;  who,  on  the 


*  See  Vol.  III. 
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bench,  laying  his  hand  on  his  heart,  declared 
upon  his  falvation  that  the  author  was  a  Jacobite, 
and  had  a  deflgn  to  beget  a  quarrel  between  the  two 
nations.  In  the  mid  ft  of  this  profecution,  about 
1500  weavers  were  forced  to  beg  their  bread,  and 
had  a  general  contribution  made  for  their  relief, 
which  juft  ferved  to  make  them  drunk  for  a  week  ; 
and  then  they  were  forced  to  turn  rogues,  or 
ftroling  beggars,  or  to  leave  the  kingdom. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton,  who  was  then'Lieute* 
nant,  being  perfectly  aihamed  of  fo  infamous  and 
unpopular  a  proceeding,  obtained  from  England  a. 
noli  profeqiii  for  the  printer.  Yet  the  Grand-junr 
had  folemn  thanks  given  them  from  the  Secretary 
of  State. 

I  mention  this  paflagc  (perhaps  too  much  for- 
gotten) to  fhew  how  dangerous  it  hath  been  for 
the  beft  meaning  perfon  to  write  one  fy  11  able  in  the. 
defence  of  his  country,  or  difcover  the  miferablc 
condition  it  is  in. 

And,  to  prove  this  truth,  I  will  produce  one  in- 
ftance  more  ;  wholly  omitting  the  famous  cafe  o£ 
the  Drapier,  and  the  proclamation  againft  him  as 
well  as  the  perverfenefs  of  another  jury  againft  the 
fame  Mr.  Whitchet,  who  was  violently  bent  to  act 
the  iecond  part  in  another  fcene. 

About  two  years  ago  there  was  a  {mall  paper 
printed,  which  was  called  Aflzsrt  View  efthe  Stale 
of  Ireland  *,  relating  the  feveral  caufes  whereby 
any  country  may  grow  rich,  and  applying  them  to 
Ireland.  Whichet  was  dead,,  annd  confequently  the 
printer  was  not  troubled.  Mi  ft,  the  famous  jour- 
nalifr,  happened  to  reprint  this  paper  in  London, 
far  which  his  prefs- folks  were  profecuted  for  al» 
moft  a  twelvemonth  ;  and,  for  ought  I  know,  are- 
act  yet  difdiargecL 

*  See  Vol.  I  IT. 
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This  is  our  cafe;  infomuch,  that,  although  I  am» 
often  without  money  in  my  pocket,  I  dare  not  own 
it  in  fome  company,  for  fear  of  being  thought 
difafFected. 

But  fines  I  am  determined  to  take  care,  that  the 
author  of  this  paper  (hall  not  be  difcovered,  (fol- 
lowing herein  the  mo  ft  prudent  practice  of  the 
Drapier)  I  will  venture  to  affirm,  that  the  three 
jfcafons  wherein  our  corn  hath  mifcarried,  did  no 
more  contribute  to  our  prefent  mi'ery,  than  one 
fpoonful  of  water  thrown  upon  a  rat  already 
drowned  would  contribute  to  his  death  ;  and  that 
the  prefent  plentiful  harveft,  although  it  fhould  be 
followed  by  a  dozen  enfuing,  would  no  more  re- 
ft  ore  us:  than  it  would  the  rat  aforefaid  to  put  him 
near  the  fire,  which  might  indeed  warm  his  fur- 
coat,  but  never  bring  him  back  to  life. 

The  fhort  of  the  matter  is  this  :  The  diftrefies  of 
the  kingdom  are  operating  more  and  more  every 
day,  by  very  large  degrees,  and  fo  have  been  doing 
for  above  a  dozen  years  paft. 

If  you  demand  from  whence  thefe  diftrelies  have 
sir i fen,  I  deiire  to  afk  the  following  queftion  : 

If  two  thirds  of  any  kingdom's  revenue  be  ex- 
ported to  another  country,  without  one  farthing 
of  value  in  return,  and  if  the  faid  kingdom  be  for- 
bidden the  mod  profitable  branches  of  trade  where- 
in to  employ  the  other  third,  and  only  allowed  to 
traffic  in  importing  thofe  commodities  which  are 
jnoft  ruinous  to  itfelf,  how  fhall  that  kingdom 
iland  ? 

If  this  queftion  were  formed  into  the  firft  pro- 
pofition  of  an  hypothetical  fyllogifm,  I  defy  the 
man  born  in  Ireland,  who  is  now  in  the  faireft 
way  of  getting  a  collectorfhip,  or  a  cornet's  poir, 
TO  give  a  good  reafon  for  denying  it. 

Let  me  put  another  cafe.  Suppofe  a  gentlernanrs 
eftate  of  200  1.  a  year  fhould  fink  to  one  hundred, 
by  fome  accident,  whether  by  an  earthquake  or 

inundation 
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inundation  it  matters  not,  and  fuppofe  the  faid 
gentleman  utterly  hopelefs  and  unqualified  ever  to 
retrieve  the  lofs  ;  how  is  he  othejwife  to  proceed 
in  his  future  ceconomy,  than  by  reducing  it  in  eve- 
ry article  to  one  half  lefs,  unlefs  he  will  be  content 
to  fly  his  country,  or  rot  in  jail  ?  This  is  a  repre- 
fentation  of  Ireland's  condition,  only  with  one 
fault,  that  it  is  a  little  too  favourable.  Neither  am 
I  able  to  propofe  a  full  remedy  for  this,  that  fhall 
ever  be  granted,  but  only  a  frnall  prolongation  of 
life,  until  God  fhall  miraculoufly  diipofe  the  hearts 
of  our  neighbours,  our  kiiifmen,  our  fellow  Pro- 
teftants,  fellow  fubjects  and  fellow  rational  crea- 
tures, to  permit  us  to  ftarve,  without  running  fur- 
ther in  debt.  I  am  informed  that  our  national 
debt  (and  God  knows  how  we  wretches  came  by 
that  fafhionable  thing  a  national  debt)  is  about 
25o:ooo  1. ;  which  is,  at  leaft,  one  third  of  the 
whole  kingdom's  rents,  after  our  abfentees  and  o- 
ther  foreign  drains  are  paid,  and  about  50,000  L 
more  than  all  the  cafh» 

It  feems  there  are  feveral  fchemes  for  raffing  a 
fund  to  pay  the  intereft  of  this  formidable  fum, 
(not  the  principal,  for  this  is  allowed  impoffible.) 
The  neceffity  of  railing  fuch  a  fund  is  ftjongly  and 
regularly  pleaded  from  the  late  deficiencies  in  the 
duties  and  cuftoms.  And  is  it  the  fault  of  Ireland 
that  thefe  funds  are  deficient  ?  If  they  depend  on 
trade  can  it  poffibly  be  otherwife,  while  we  have 
neither  liberty  to  trade,  nor  money  to  trade  with  ; 
neither  hands  to  work,  nor  bulinefs  to  employ 
them,  if  we  had?  Our  difeafes  are  viable  e- 
nough,  both  in  their  caufes  and  effects ;  and 
the  cures  are  well  known,  but  impoffible  to  be 
applied. 

If  my  fteward  comes  and  tells  me,  that  my  rents 
are  funk  fo  low,  that  they  are  very  little  more  than 
fufficient  to  pay  my  fervants  their  wages,  have  I  a- 
ny  other  £ourfe  lefc,  than  to  cafhier  four  in  fix  of 

my 
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my  rafcally  footmen,  and  a  number  of  other  var- 
lets  in  my  family,  of  whofe  infolence  the  whole 
neighbourhood  complains.  And  I  fhould  think  it 
extremely  feyere  in  any  law,  to  force  me  to  main- 
tain a  houfehold  of  fifty  fervants,  and  fix  their 
wages,  before  I  had  offered  my  rent-roll  upon  oath 
to  the  legiilators. 

To  return  from  digreffing  :  I  am  told  one  fchemc 
for  raifing  a  fund  to  pay  the  intereft  of  our  na- 
tional debt,  is  by  a  further  duty  of  forty  {hillings 
a-ton  upon  wine.  Some  gentlemen  would  carry1 
this  matter  much  further,  by  railing  it  to  twelve 
pounds  ;  which,  in  a  manner,  would  amount  to  a 
prohibition.  Thus  weakly  arguing  from  the  prac- 
tice of  England. 

I  have  often  taken  notice,  both  in  print  and  in 
ilifcourfe,  that  their  is  no  topic  ib  fallacious,  either 
in  talk  or  in  writing,  as  to  argue  how  we  ought  to 
act  in  Ireland,  from  the  example  of  England, 
Holland,  France,  or  any  other  country,  whofe 
inhabitants  are  allowed  the  common  rights  and  li- 
berties of  human  kind.  I  could  undertake  to  name 
iix  or  feven  of  the  mo  ft  uncontrouled  maxims  ia 
government,  which  are  utterly  falfe  in  this  king- 
dom. 

As  to  the  additional  duty  on  wine,  I  think  any 
perfon  may  deliver  his  opinion  upon  it,  until  it  ihall 
have  pa{Ted  into  a  law;  and,  till  then,  I  declare 
mine  to  be  pofitively  againft  it. 

Fuji,  Becaufe  there  is  no  nation  yet  known,  in  ei- 
ther hemifphere,  where  the  people  of  all  conditions 
are  more  in  want  of  fome  cordial  to  keep  up  their  /pi- 
nts, than  in  this  of  ours    I  am  not  in  jeit ;  and,  if 
the  fact  will  not  be  allowed  me,  I  (hall  nor  argue  if, 
Secondly,  It  is  too  well  and  generall  known,  that 
rhis  tax  of  forty  iliiliings  additional  on  every  tun  of 
xvine  (which  will  be   double  at  leail   to  the   home 
confumer)  will  increafe  equally  every  new  feffiora 
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pf  parliament,  until  perhaps  it  comes  to  twelve 
pounds, 

Thirdly  Becaufe,  as  the  merchants  informed  me, 
and  as  I  have  known  many  the  like  inftances  in 
England,  this  additional  tax  will  more  probably 
leiTen  this  branch  of  the  revenue,  than  increafe  it. 
And  therefore,  Sir  John  Stanley,  a  commiffioner 
of  the  cuftoms,  in  England,  ufed  to  fay,  That  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  were  generally  miftaken  in 
matters  of  trade,  by  an  erroneous  opinion  that  two 
and  two  make  four.  Thus,  if  you  fhould  lay  an. 
additional  duty  of  one  penny  a  pound  on  raifins  or 
fugar,  the  revenue,  inftead  of  riling,  would  cer- 
tainly fink  :  And  the  confequence  would  only  be, 
to  leflen  the  number  of  plumb-puddings,  and  ruin 
the  confectioner. 

Fourthly ,  I  am  likewife  allured  by  merchants, 
that,  upon  this  additional  forty  (hillings,  the 
French  will  at  leaft  equally  raife  their  duties  upon 
all  commodities  we  export  thither. 

Fifthly ',  If  an  original  extract  of  the  exports  and 
kn  ports  be  true,  we  have  been  gainers  upon  the 
balance  by  our  trade  with  France  for  feveral  years 
paft  j  and,  although  our  gain  amounts  to  no  great 
limi,  we  ought  to  be  fatisfied,  fince  we  are  RO  lo- 
fers,  with  the  only  coniblation  we  are  capable  of 


receiving. 
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^  The  word  confequence  is  behind.  If  we 
raife  the  duty  on  wine  to  a  confiderable  height,  we 
iofe  the  only  hold  we  have  of  keeping  among  us 
the  few  gentlemen  of  any  tolerable  eftates.  I  am 
confident,  there  is  hardly  a  gentleman  of  eight  hun- 
dred pounds  a  year  and  upwards,  in  this  kingdom, 
who  would  balance  half  an  hour  to  confider  whe- 
ther he  fhould  live  here  or  in  England,  if  a  family 
could  be  as  cheaply  maintained  in  the  one  as  the 
other.  As  to  eatables,  they  are  as  cheap  in 
many  fine  counties  of  England,  as  in  fome  very 
indijFerent  ones  here ;  or3  if  there  be  any  differ- 
ence 
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ence,  thlt  vein  of  thrift,  and  prudence  in  ce:ono- 
my,  which  paiTes  there  without  reproach,  (and 
chiefly  in  London  iifclf )  would  amply  make  up  the 
difference.  But  the  article  of  French  wine  is  hard- 
ly tolerable,  in  any  degree  of  plenty,  to  a  middling 
fortune  :  And  this  is  it,  which,  by  growing  ha- 
fytual,  wholly  turns  the  fcale  with  thofe  few  landed 
men  difengnged  from  employments,  who  content 
themfelves  to  live  hofpitably  with  plenty  of  good 
\vine  in  their  own  country,  rather  than  in  penury 
;  nd  ohfcuriry  in  another,  with  bad/  or  with  none 
at  all. 

Having  therefore,  as  far  as  in  me  lies,  abolished 
this  additional  duty  upon  wine  ;  for  I  am  not  un- 
der the  leaft  concern  about  paying  the  iniereft  of 
rne  nationaPdebr,  but  leave  it,  as  la  'oyalry  bound, 
whoiely  to  the  wifdom  of  the  honourable  Houfe  of 
Commons:  I  come  now  to  confider  by  what  me- 
thods we  may  be  able  to  put  off,  and  delay  our  ut- 
ter undoing  as  long  as  it  is  pofT-Me. 

I  never  have  diTcourfed  any  \  ~afonable  man  up- 
on this  fubjfcl,  who  did  not  allow  that  there  was 
no  remedy  left  us,  but  to  leilen  the  importation  of 
ail  unneceftury  commodities',  as  much  as  it  was 
poiliblc  ;  and  likcwife,  either  to  perfuade  our  ab- 
ientees  to  fpend  their  money  at  home,  which  is  im- 
pofuble,  or  tax  them  at  live  fhiilings  in  the  pound  ' 
during  their  abfence,  with  fuch  allowances,  upon 
neceiTary  occafions,  as  it  fhall  be  thought  conve- 
nient ;  OF-,  by  permitting  us  a  free  trade,  which 
is  denied  to  no  other  nation  upon  earth.  The 
three  laft  methods  are  treated  by  Mr.  Prior,  in 
his  moil  ufeful  treatife,  added  to  his  lift  of  ab- 
fentees. 

It  is  to  gratify  the  vanity  and  pride,  and  luxury 
of  the  women,  and  of  the  young  fops  who   admire 
them,  that  we  owe  this  infupportable  grievance  of 
bringing   in  the  inftruments  of   our  ruin.     There 
is  annually   brought   over   to   this   kingdom,  near 
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ninety  thoufand  pounds  worth  of  filk,  whereof  the 
greater  part  is  manufactured  ;  Thirty  thoufand 
pounds  more  is  expended  in  muilin,  holland, 
cambric,  rind  cnliicoe.  What  the  price  of  lace  a- 
mounts  to,  is  not  eafy  to  be  collected  from  the 
cuftomhoufe  book,  being  a  kind  of  goods  that 
takes  up  little  room,  and  is  eafily  run  ;  but,  confi- 
dering  the  prodigious  price  of  a  woman's  head- 
drefs,  at  ten,  twelve,  twenty  pounds  a  yard,  muft 
be  very  great.  The  tea,  rated  at  feven  {hillings 
per  pound,  comes  to  near  twelve  thoufand  pounds ; 
but,  confidering  it  is  the  common  luxury  of  every 
chambermaid,  ferapftfefs,  and  tradefman's  wife, 
%both  in  town  and  country,  however  they  come  by- 
it,  muft  needs  coil  the  kingdom  double  that  Aim. 
Coffee  is  fomewhat  above  7,000  1.  I  have  feen  no 
account  of  chocolate,  and  fome  other  Indian  or 
American  goods.  The  drapery  imported  is  about 
24,000  1.  The  whole  amounts  (with  one  or  two 
ether  particulars)  to  150,000  1.  The  lavishing  of 
all  which  money  is  jufl  as  prudent  and  necefjuuy, 
as  to  fee  a  man  in  an  embroidered  coat  begging 
out  of  Newgate  in  an  old  ihoe. 

I  allow  that  the  thrown  and  raw  filk  is  lefs  perni- 
cious ;  becaufe  we  have  fome  ihare  in  the  manufac- 
ture ;  but  we  are  not  now  in  circumftances  to  trifle. 
It  cofts  us  above  40,000  1.  a-year:  rtnd  if  the  la- 
dies, till  better  times,  will  not  be  content  to  go  in 
their  own  country  fhifts,  I  wi(h  they  may  go  in 
rags.  Let  them  vie  with  each  other  in  the  fmenefs 
of  their  native  linen  :  Their  beauty  and  gentlenefs 
will  as  well  appear,  as  if  they  were  covered  over 
with  diamonds  and  brocade. 

I  believe  no  man  is  fo  weak,  as  to  hope  or  ex- 
pect that  fuch  a  reformation  can  be  brought  about 
by  a  law.  But  a  thorough,  hearty,  unanimous 
vote,  in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  might  perhaps 
anfwer  as  well :  Every  fenator,  noble,  or  plebeian, 
giving  his  honour,  that  neither  himfelf,  nor  any 

of 
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of  his  family,  would,  in  their  drefs  or  furniture 
of  their  houfes,  make  ufe  of  any  thing  except  what 
was  of  the  growth  and  manufacture  of  this  king- 
dom ;  and  that  they  would  ufe  the  utmoft  of  their 
power,  influence  and  credit,  to  prevail  on  theii* 
tenants,  dependents,  and  friends,  to  follow  theitf 
example. 


THE 
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What  was  faid  by  the  DEAN  of  ST.  PA- 
TRICK'S to  the  L'>rd  Mayor  and  fome  of 
the  Aldermen,  when  his  Lordfhip  came  to 
prefent  the  fa-id  DEAN  with  his  Freedom 
in  a  Gold-Box. 

"\T7HEN  his  Lordfhip  had  faid  a  few  words,  and 
preferred  the  inftrument,  the  Dean  gently 
put  it  back,  and  deiired  firft  to  be  heard.  He  laid, 
He  was  much  obliged  to  his  Lordfhip  and  the  city 
for  the  honour  they  were  going  to  do  him,  and 
which,  as  he  was  informed,  they  had  long  intend- 
ed him :  That  it  was  true  this  honour  was  mingled 
•with  a  little  mortification,  by  the  delay  which  at- 
tended it ;  but  which,  however,  he  did  not  impute 
to  his  Lordfhip  or  the  city :  And  that  the  mortifi- 
cation was  the  lefs,  becaufe  he  wouU  willingly 
hope  the  delay  was  founded  on  a  miftake ;  for 
which  opinion  he  would  tell  his  reafon.  He  faid, 
it  was  well  known,  that  fome  time  ago,  a  perfon 
with  a  title  was  pleafed,  in  two  great  aiTcmblies,  to 
rattle  bitterly  fome  body  without  a  name,  under 
the  injurious  appellations  of  a  Tory,  a  Jacobite,  ?n 
enemy  to  King  George,  and  a  libeller  of  the  go- 
vernment ;  which  character,  the  Dean  faid  that 
many  people  thought,  was  applied  to  hhr»  :  But  he 
was  unwilling  to  be  of  that  opinion,  becaufe  the 
perfon  who  had  delivered  thofe  abufive  \vorJs  had,, 
for  feveral  years,  carefTed  and  courted,  and  fd'li- 
YOL.  XI!.  P  eked 
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cited  his  friendship  more   than  any  man  in  either 
kingdom  had   ever  done  ;  by  inviting    him   to  his 
houfe  in   to  vn  and  country,    by    coming   to    the 
Deanry  often,  and  calling  or  fending  almoft  every 
day  when  the  Dean  was  fick,  with  many  other  par- 
ticulars of  the  fame  nature,  which  continued   even 
to  a  day  or  two  of  the  time   when  the    faid   perfon 
made  thofe   invectives  in  the  council  aad  Houfe  of 
Lords.  Therefore,  that  the  Dean  would  bynomeans 
think    thofe  fcurrilous  words    could  be  intended 
againft  him  ;  becaufe  fuch  a   proceeding  would  o- 
ver throw  all  the  principles  of  honour,  juftice,  reli- 
gion, truth,  and  even  common  humanity.    There- 
fore the  Dean  will  endeavour  to   believe,  that  the  |l 
faid  perfon  had  fome  other  object   in  his  thoughts, 
and    it    was   only   the   uncharitable  cuftom  of  the 
world  that  applied  this  character  to  him.  However,  \\ 
that  he  would  infift  on  this  argument  no  longer ; 
but  one  thing  he  would  aifirm  and  declare,  without 
affigning   any  name,    or   making   any    exception, 
That,  whoever  either  did  or  does,  or  fhall  hereaf-  Jj,e 
ter  at  any  time,  charge  him  with   the  character  of 
a  Jacobite,  an  enemy  to  King  George,  or  a  libeller  i 
of. the   government,    the    faid  accufation  was,  is, 
and  will  be  falfe,  malicious,  fUnderous,  and  alto-  .,,, 
gether  groundlefs.     And,  he  would  take  the  free- 
dom to  tell  his  Lordfhip  and  the  reft  that  ftood  by,  j,j'j 
that  he   had    done  more  fervice    to  the  Hanover- 
tide,  and  more  diifcrvice  to  -the  Pretender's  caufe,  , 
than  forty  thoufand  of  thofe  noify,  railing,  mali- 
cious, empty  zealots,  to  whom  nature  hath  denied 
•any  talent  that  could  be  of  ufe  to  God  or  their 
country,  and  left  them   only  the  gift  of  reviling, 
and   (pitting  their  venom,    againft   all  who  differ 
from  them    in   their  deftructive  principles  both  in 
•  church  and  fhue.     That  he  confeiTed  it  was  fome- 
limes  his  misfortune  to  diilike  fome  things  in  pub- 
lic proceedings  in  both  kingdoms,  wherein  he  had 
often  the  honour  to  agree  with  wife  and  good  men; 
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but  this  did  by  no  means  affect  either  his  loyalty  to 
his  Prince,  or  love  to  his  country.  But,  on  ihu 
contrary,  he  protefted,  that  fuch  diflikes  never  a- 
rofe  in  him  from  any  other  principles,  than  the 
duty  he  owed  to  the  King,  and  his  affection  to  the 
kingdom.  That  he  had  been  acquainted  with 
courts  and  minifters  long  enough,  and  knew  tov- 
well,  that  the  beft  minifters  might  miftake  in  points 
of  great  importance  ;  and  that  he  had  the  honour 
to  know  many  more  able,  and  at  leaft,  full  as  hc- 
neft  as  any  can  be  at  prefent.  The  Dean  further 
faid,  That,  fince  he  had  been  fo  falfely  reprefented, 
he  thought  it  became  him  to  give  fome  account  or 
himfelf  for  above  twenty  years,  if  it  were  only  to 
juftify  his  Lordfhip  and  the  city  for  the  honour 
they  were  going  to  do  him.  He  related  briefly, 
how,  merely  by  his  own  perfonal  credit,  without 
other  afliftance,  and  in  two  journeys  at  his  own 
expence,  he  had  procured  a  grant  of  the  firft-fruits 
to  the  clergy,  in  the  late  Queen's  time  ;  for  which 
he  thought  he  deferved  fome  gentle  treatment  from. 
his  brethren.  That,  during  all  the  adminiftration  c£ 
the  faid  minitlry,  he  had  been  a  constant  advocate 
for  thofe  who  are  called  the  Whigs ;  had  kept  ma- 
ny of  them  in  their  employments,  both  in  England 
and  here,  and  fbme  who  were  afterwards  the  fir  ft 
to  lift  up  their  heels  againft  him.  He  reflected  a 
little  upon  the  fevere  treatment  he  had  met  with 
upon  his  return  to  Ireland  after  her  Majefty's  death, 
and  for  fome  years  after.  That,  being  forced  to 
live  retired,  he  could  think  of  no  better  way  to  do 
public  fervice,  than  by  employing  all  the  little  mo- 
ney he  could  fave,  and  lending  it,  without  interefr, 
in  fmall  fums,  to  poor  induftrious  tradefmen, 
without  examining  their  party  or  their  faith.  And 
God  had  fo  far  pleafed  to  blefs  his  endeavours, 
that  his  managers  tell  him  he  hath  recovered  a- 
bove  two  hundred  families  in  this  city  from  ruin, 
and  placed  moll  of  them  in  a  comfortable  way  of 
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life.     The  Dean  related  how  much  he  had  fufFered 
in  his   purie,  and   with  what  hazard  to  his  liberty, 
by  a  mod  iniquitous  jud^e  *'  j  who,  to  gratify  his 
ambition  and  rage  of  party,  had  condemned  an  in- 
nocent book,,   written  with  no  worfe  a  deiign,   than 
to  perfuade  the   people   of   this   kingdom  to  wear 
their  own  manufactures.     How  the  faid  judge  had 
endeavoured   to   get  a  jury  to  his   mind,   but  they 
proved  fo  honeft,   that  he  was  forced  to  keep  them 
eleven  hours,   and  fend  them  back  nine  times,  un- 
til, at  laft,   they  were  compelled  to  leave  the  prin- 
ter +  to  the  mercy  of  the   coutt.     And    the  Dean 
was  forced  to  procure  a  noli  prof equi  from  a  Noble 
Perfon,  then  fecretary  of  ftate,  who  had  been  his 
old  friend.    The  Dean  then  freely  confefled  himfelf 
to  be  author  of  thofe  books  called  the  Drapier's 
Letters,  fpcke  gently  of   the  proclamation  offering 
300  1.  .to  difcover   the    writer.     He  faid,   1  hat  al- 
though a  certain   peiTon    was    pleafed  to    mention 
thefe  books  in  a  flight  manner  at  a  public  affembly, 
yet  he  (the  Dean)  had  learned  to  believe,  that  there 
were  ten  thoufand  to  one  in  the  kingdom  who  dif- 
fered from  that  perfon;  and  the  people  of  Englandt 
who  had  ever   heard  of   the  matter,  as    well   as  in 
France,  were  all  of  the  fame  opinion.     The  Dean 
mentioned  feveral  other  particulars,  ibme  of  which,, 
thofe  from  whom  I  had  the  account,  could  not  re- 
coHecT:,  and  others,  although  of  great  confequence, 
perhaps  his   enemies  would   not  allow  him.     The 
Dean  condoled  with   acknowledging    to  have  ex- 
preiled    his  wifhes,  that  an   infcription  might  have 
been  graven  on  the  box,  (hewing  ibme  reafon  why 
the  city  thought  fit  to  do  him  that  honour,  which 
\vas  much  out  of  the  common  forms  to  a  perfon  in 
a    private  ftation  ;   thole    diftinclions  being   ufually 
made  only  to  chief   governors,  or  perfons  in  very 
iiigh  employments. 

*  See  the  note  Vol.  Ill,  p,  So.  f  Harding. 
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T  AM  in  all  opinions  to  believe  according  to  my 
•  own  impartial  reafon ;  which  I  am  bound  to 
inform  and  improve,  as  far  as  my  capacity  and  op- 
portunities will  permit. 

It  may  be  prudent  in  me  to  act  fometimes  by  o- 
ther  mens  reafon,  but  I  can  think  only  by  my  own. 

If  another  man's  reafon  fully  convinceth  me,  it 
becomes  my  own  reafon. 

To  fay  a  man  is  bound  to  believe,  is  neither 
truth  nor  fenfe. 

You  may  force  men,  by  intereft  or  punishment, 
to  fay  or  fwear  they  believe,  and  to  acl  as  if  they 
believed  :  You  can  go  no  further. 

Every  man,  as  a  member  of  the  commonwealth, 
ought  to  be  content  with  the  poficffion  of  his  own 
opinion  in  private,  without  perplexing  his  neigh- 
bour, or  difturbing  the  public. 

Violent  zeal  for  truth  hath  a  hundred  to  one 
odds,  to  be  either  petulancy,  ambition,  or  pride. 

There  is  a  degree  of  corruption,  wiierein  fome 
nations,  as  bad  as  the  world  is,  will  proceed  to  an 
amendment ;  till  which  time,  particular  men  fhould 
be  quiet. 

To  remove  opinions  fundamental  in  religion  is 
impofiible,  and  the  attempt  wicked,  whether  thofe 
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opinions  be  true  or  falfe;  unlefs  your  avowed  de- 
lign  be  to  abolifh.  that  religion  altogether.  So,  for 
inftance,  in  the  famous  doftrine  of  Chrift's  divini- 
ty, which  hath  been  univerfally  received  by  all  bo- 
dies of  Chriftians,  fince  the  condemnation  of  A- 
rianifffl  under  Conftantine  and  his  fucceflbrs  : 
"Wherefore,  the  proceedings  of  the  Socinians  are 
both  vain  and  unwarrantable  ;  becaufe  they  will  be 
never  nble  to  advance  their  own  opinion,  or  meet 
any  other  fuccefs  than  breeding  doubts  and  diftur- 
bances  in  the  world.  Qui  raticne  fua  difturbant 
mznia  rnundi. 

The  want  of  belief  is  a  defect  that  ought  to  be 
concealed  when  it  cannot  be  overcome. 

The  Chriftian  religion,  in  the  moft  early  times, 
was  propofed  to  the  Jews  and  Heathens  without 
the  article  of  ChrifVs  divinity  ;  which,  I  remember, 
Erafmus  accounts  for,  by  its  being  too  ftrong  a 
meat  for  babes.  Perhaps,  if  it  were  now  fofcened 
by  the  Chinefe  mifiionaries,  the  converiion  of  thofe 
infidels  would  belefs  difficult  :  And  we  find  by  the 
Alcoran,  it  is  the  great  ftumbling- block  of  the 
Mahometans.  But,  in  a  country  already  Chrif- 
tian, to  bring  fo  fundamental  a  point  of  faith  into 
debate,  can  have  no  confequences  that  are  not  per- 
nicious to  morals  and  public  peace. 

I  have  been  often  offended  to  find  St.  Paul's  al- 
legories, and  other  figures  of  Grecian  eloquence, 
converted  by  divines  into  articles  of  iaith. 

God"s  mercy  is  over  all  his  works,  but  divines 
of  all  forts  leflen  that  mercy  too  much. 

i  look  upon  myfelf,  in  ihe  capacity  of  a  clergy- 
man, to  be  one  appointed  by  Providence  for  defend- 
ing a  poft  a  Signed  me,  and  for  gaining  over  as 
many  ccemiss  I  can.  Although  I  think  my  caufe 
is  juit,  yet  one  great  motion  is  my  fubmitting  to  the 
pleafure  of  Providence,  and  to  ihe  laws  of  my 
country. 
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I  am  not  anfwerable  to  God  for  the  doubts  that 
arife  in  my  own  breaft,  fince  they  are  the  confe- 
quence  of  that  reafon  which  he  hath  planted  in 
me,  if  I  take  care  to  conceal  thofe  doubts  from  o- 
thers,  if  I  ufe  my  beft  endeavours  to  fubdue  them, 
and  if  they  have  no  influence  on  the  conduct  of 
mv  life. 

j 

I  believe  that  thoufands  of  men  would  be  ortho- 
dox enough  in  certain  points,  if  divines  had  not 
been  too  curious,  or  too  narrow,  in  reducing  or- 
thodoxy within  the  compafs  of  fubcleties,  niceties, 
and  diftinctions,  with  little  warrant  from  Scripture, 
and  lefs  from  reafon  or  good  policy. 

I  never  faw,  heard,  nor  read,  that  the  clergy 
were  beloved  in  any  nation  where  Chriftianity  was 
the  religion  of  the  country.  Nothing  can  render 
them  popular  but  fome  degree  of  perfecution. 

Thofe  line  gentlemen  who  affect  the  humour  of 
railing  at  the  clergy,  are,  I  think,  bound  in  ho- 
nour to  turn  parfons  themfelves,  and  flievv  us  bet- 
ter examples. 

Miferable  mortals  !  can  we  contribute  to  the  ho- 
nsur  and  glory  of  God?  I  could  wifli  that  expreflion 
were  ftruck  out  of  the  prayer-books. 

Liberty  of  confcience,  properly  fpeaking,  is  no 
more  than  the  liberty  of  poiTeffing  our  own  thoughts 
and  opinions,  which  every  man  enjoys  without  fear 
of  the  magiftrate  :  But  how  far  he  (hall  publicly  act 
in  purfuance  of  thofe  opinions,  is  to  be  regulated 
by  the  laws  of  the  country.  Perhaps,  in  my  own 
thoughts,  I  prefer  a  well  inftituted  common- 
wealth before  a  monarchy  ;  and  I  knew  feveral 
others  of  the  fame  opinion.  Now,  if,  upon  this 
pretence,  I  ihould  iniift  upon  libercy  of  con- 
icience,  form  conventicles  of  republicans,  and  print 
books  preferring  that  government,  and  condemning 
what  is  eftabliihed,  the  magiftrate  would,  with 
great  juftice,  hang  me  and  my  difciples.  It  is  the 
fame  cafe  in  religion,  although  not  fo  avowed, 
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where  liberty  of  confcicnce,  under  the  prefent  ac- 
ceptation, equally  produces  revolutions,  or  at  leair. 
convulfions  and  difturbances  in  a  ftate ;  which 
politicians  would  fee  well  enough,  if  their  eyes 
were  not  blinded  by  faction,  and  of  which  thefe 
kingdoms,  as  well  as  France,  Sweden,  and  other 
countries,  are  flaming  inftances.  Cromwell's  no- 
tion upon  this  article  was  natural  and  right ;  when, 
upon  the  furrender  of  a  town  in  Ireland,  the  Po- 
pilh  governor  iniifted  upon  an  article  for  liberty  of 
confcience ;  Cromwell  faid,  he  meddled  with  no 
man's  confcience  ;  but,  if  by  liberty  of  confcience, 
the  governor  meant  the  liberty  of  the  Mafs,  he  had 
exprefs  orders  from  the  parliament  of  England  a- 
gainft  admitting  any  fuch  liberty  at  all. 

It  is  impofllble  that  any  thing  fo  natural,  fo  ne- 
ceiTary,  and  fo  univerfal  as  death,  fhould  ever  have 
been  defigned  by  Providence  as  an  evil  to  man- 
kind. 

Although  reafon  were  intended  by  Providence 
to  govern  our  paffions,  yet  it  feems  that,  in  two 
points  of  the  greateft  moment  to  the  being  and 
continuance  of  the  world,  God  hath  intended  our 
paffions  to  prevail  over  reafon.  The  firft  is,  the 
propagation  of  our  fpecies,  fince  no  wife  man  ever 
married  from  the  dictates  of  reafon,  every  man 
would  defpife,  and  wifh  it  at  an  end,  or  that  it  ne- 
had  a  beginning. 
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HPHE  Scripture- fyftem  of  man's  creation  is  what 
•*•  Chriftians  are  bound  to  believe,  and  feems  mofk 
agreeable  of  all  others  to  probability  and  reafon. 
Adam  was  formed  from  a  piece  of  clay,  and  Eve 
from  one  of  his  ribs.  The  text  mentioned!  nothing 
of  his  Maker's  intending  him  for.  except  to  rule 
over  the  beails  of  the  field  and  birds  of  the  air. 
As  to  Eve,  it  doth  not  appear  that  her  hufband 
was  her  monarch,  only  fhe  was  to  be  his  help  meet, 
and  placed  in  fome  degree  of  fubjedtion.  Howe- 
ver, before  his  fall,  the  beafts  were  his  moft  obe- 
dient fubjects,  whom  he  governed  by  abfolute  pow- 
er. After  his  eating  the  forbidden  fruit,  the  courfe 
of  nature  was  changed,  the  animals  began  to  reject 
his  government;  fome  were  able  10  efcape  by  flight, 
and  others  were  too  fierce  to  be  attacked.  The 
Scripture  mentioneth  no  particular  acts  of  royalty 
in  Adam  over  his  pofterity,  who  were  cotemporary 
with  him,  or  of  any  monarch  until  after  the  flood; 
whereof  the  firft  was  Nimrod,  the  mighty  hunter, 
who,  as  Milton  expreiTeth  it,  made  men,  and  not 
beafts,  his  prey.  For  men  were  ealier  caught  by 
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promifes,  and  fuWueol  by  the  folly  or  treachery  oF 
their  own  fpecies.  Whereas,  the  brutes  prevailed 
only  by  their  courage  or  ftrength,  which,  among 
them,  <rtre  peculiar  to  certain  kinds.  Lions,  bears/ 
elephants,  and  fome  other  animals,  are  ftrong  or 
valiant,  and  their  fpecies  never  degenerates  in  their 
native  foil,  except  they  happen  to  b^  enflived  or 
deftroyed  by  human  fraud  :  But  men  degenerate 
every  day,  merely  by  the  folly,  the  perverfenefs,  the 
avarice,  the  tyr.inny,  th?  pride,  the  treachery,  or 
inhumanity  of  their  own  kind. 
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ELLA. 


A  Lmighty  and  moft  gracious  Lord  God,  extend, 
•*••*•  we  befecch  thee,  thy  pity  and  companion  to- 
wards this  thy  languiihing  fervant :  Teach  her  to 
place  her  hope  and  confidence  entirely  in  thee  ;  give 
her  a  true  fenfe  of  the  emptinefs  and  vanity  of  all 
earthly  things  ;  make  her  truly  feniible  of  all  the 
infirmities  of  her  life  pair,  and  grant  her  fuch  a 
true  fincere  repentance  as  is  not  to  be  repented  of. 
Preferve  her,  OLord,  in  a  found  mind  and  under- 
{landing,  during  this  thy  vifitation ;  keep  her  from 
both  the  fad  extremes  of  prefumption  and  defpair. 
If  thou  flialt  pleafe  ro  reftore  her  to  her  former 
health,  give  her  grace  to  be  ever  mindful  of  that 
mercy,  and  to  keep  thofe  good  refolutions  {he  now 
makes  in  her  ficknefs,  fo  that  no  length  of  time, 
nor  profperity,  may  entice  her  to  forget  them.  Let 
no  thought  of  her  misfortunes  diftracl:  her  mind, 
and  prevent  the  means  towards  her  recovery,  or  di- 
flurb  her  in  her  preparations  for  a  better  life.  We 
befeech.  thee  alfo,  O  Lord,  of  thy  infinite  goodnefs, 
to  remember  the  good  actions  of  this  thy  fervant ; 
that  the  naked  {he  hath  clothed,  the  hungry  (he 
hath  fed,  the  fick  and  the  fatherlefs  whom  {he  hath 
relieved,  may  be  reckoned,  according  to  thy  graci- 
ous promife,  as  if  they  had  been  done  unto  ihee. 


i  So 
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Hearken,  O  Lord,  to  the  prayers  offered  up  by  the 
friends  of  this  thy  fervant  in  her  behalf,  and  efpe- 
cially  thofe  now  made  by  us  unto  thee.  Give  thy 
blefiing  to  thofe  endeavours  ufed  for  her  recovery ; 
but  take  from  her  all  violent  defire,  either  of  life 
or  death  further  than  with  resignation  to  thy  holy 
will.  And  now,  O  Lord,  we  implore  thy  gracious 
favour  towards  us  here  met  together;  grant  that  the 
fenfe  of  this  thy  fervam's  weaknefs  may  add  ftrength 
to  cur  faith,  that  we  confidering  the  infirmities  of 
our  nature,  and  the  uncertainty  of  life,  may,  by 
this  example,  be  drawn  to  repentance  before  it  fhall 
pleafe  thee  to  vifit  us  in  the  like  manner.  Accept 
thefe  prayers,  we  befecch  thee,  for  the  fake  of  thy 
dear  Son  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord  ;  who,  with  Thee 
and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  liveth  and  reigneth  ever  ons 
God,  world  without  end.  Amen. 


A  SER- 
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I  COR.  Hi.   19. 

T/><?  w.ifdom  of  this  -wsrld  is  fo'AiJlj  nefs  with  GOD. 


T  is  remarkable  that,  about  the  tims  of  our  Sa- 
viour's coming  inro  the  world,  all  kinds  of 
teaming  flourifhed  to  a  very  great  dtgree,  info- 
much  that  nothing  is  more  frequent  in  die  mouths 
of  many  men,  even  fuch  who  pretend  to  read  and 
to  know,  than  an  extravagant  praife  and  opinioa 
of  the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  the  Gentile  /ages  of 
thofe  days,  and  likewife  of  thole  antient  philofo- 
phers  who  went  before  them,  whofe  doctrines  are 
left  upon  record  either  by  themfelves  or  other  writ- 
ers. As  far  as  this  may  be  taken  for  granted,  it 
may  be  faid,  that  the  Providence  of  God  brought 
this  about  for  feveral  very  wife  -ends  and  purpoies. 
For,  it  is  certain  that  thefe  philofophers  had  been  a 
long  time  before  fear  ch  ing  out  where  to  fix  the  true 
happinefs  of  man  ;  and,  not  being  able  to  agree 
upon  any  certainty  about  it,  they  could  not  pofiibly 
but  conclude,  if  they  judged  impartially,  that  all 
their  inquiries  were,  in  the  end,  but  vain  and  fruit- 
lefs  ;  the  confequence  of  which  inuft  be,  not  only 
an  acknowledgement  of  the  weaknefs  of  a-1  human 
wi&lqm,  but  likewi  e  an  open  palfige  hereby  made, 
for  the  letting  in  thofe  beams  cf  light,  which  the 
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glorious  funfhine  of  the  gofpcl  then  brought  into 
the  world,  by  revealing  thole  hidden  truths  which 
they  had  fo  long  before  been  labouring  to  difcover, 
and  fixing  the  general  happinefs  of  mankind  be- 
yond all  controversy  and  difpute.  And  therefore 
the  Providence  of  God  wifely  fuffered  men  of  deep 
genius  and  learning  then  to  arife,  who  fhould  fearch. 
into  the  truth  of  the  goipel  now  made  known, 
and  canvafs  its  doctrines  with  all  the  fubtilty  and 
knowledge  they  were  matters  of,  and  in  the  end 
freely  acknowledge  that  to  be  the  true  wifdom 
only  which  cometh  from  above.  James  iii.  15, 
16,  17. 

However,  to  make  a  further  inquiry  into  the 
truth -of  this  obfervation,  I  doubt  not  but  there  is 
reafon  to  think,  that  a  great  many  of  thofe  enco- 
miums given  to  ancient  philofophers  are  taken  upon 
truft,  and  by  a  fort  of  men  who  are  not  very  like- 
ly to  be  at  the  pains  of  an  inquiry  that  would  em- 
ploy fo  much  time  and  thinking.  Few*  the  ufual 
ends  why  men  affect  this  kind  of  difcourfe,  appear 
generally  to  be  either  out  of  orientation,  that  they 
may  pals  upon  the  world  for  perfons  of  great 
knowledge  and  obfervation  ;  or,  what  is  \vorfe, 
there  are  fome  who  highly  exalt  the  wifdom  of 
thofe  Gentile  fages,  thereby  obliquely  to  glance  at 
nnd  traduce  Divine  Revelation,  and  more  efpecially 
that  of  the  gofpel ;  for  the  confequence  they  would 
have  us  draw  is  this:  Tha*t,  fince  thofe  ancient  phi- 
lofophers rofe  to  a  greater  pitch  of  wifdom  and 
virtue  than  was  ever  known  among  Chriflians,  and 
all  this  purely  upon  the  ftrength  of  their  own  rea- 
fon and  liberty  of  thinking  :  therefore  it  mufl  fol- 
low, that  either  all  Revelation  is  falie,  or,  what  is 
worfe,  that  it  has  depraved  the  nature  of  man, 
and  left  him  worfe  than  it  found  him. 

.But  this  high  opinion  of  Heathen  wifdom  is  not 
very  ancient  in  the  world,  nor  at  all  countenanced 
from  primitive  times :  Our  Saviour  had  but  a  low 
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efteem  of  it,  as  appears  by  his  treatment  of  the 
Pharilees  and  S.uiciucees,  who  followed  the  doc- 
trines of  Piaro  and  Epicurus.  Sc.  Paul  likewife, 
who  was  well  verfed  in  all  the  Grecian  literature, 
feeras  very  much  to  defpife  their  phiiofophy,  as  we 
find  in  his  writings,  cautioning  the  Coloffians  to 
beware,  left  any  man  fpoil  them  through  phiiofo- 
phy and  vain  deceit.  And,  in  another  place,  he 
advifes  Timothy  to  avoid  profane  and  vain  bab- 
blings, and  oppoiitions  of  fcience,  faliely  fo  called  ; 
that  is,  not  to  introduce  into  the  Chriftian  doctrine 
the  janglings  of  thofe  vain  philofophers,  which  they 
would  pafs  upon  the  world  for  fcience.  And  the 
Teafons  he  gives  are,  Firft,  That  thole  who  profef- 
fed  them  did  err  concerning  the  faith  :  Secondly* 
Becaufe  the  knowledge  of  them  did  increafe  un- 
godlinei's,  vain  babblings  being  otherways  expound-- 
cd  vanities,  or  empty  founds  ;  that  is^  tedious  dif- 
putes  about  words,  which  the  philofbphcrs  \vers- 
always  fo  full  of,  and  which  were  the  natural 
produ6  of  difputes  and  diilentions  between  feve- 
xal  fca?. 

Neither  had  the  primitive  fathers  any  great  or 
good  opinion  of  the  Heathen  philofbphy,  as  it  is 
manifest  from  feveral  paffages  in  their  wiitings  : 
So  that  this  vein  of  affecting  to  raife  the  reputation 
cf  thofe  fages  fo  high,  is  a  mode  and  a  vice  but  of 
yefterday,  affumed  chiefly,  as  I  have  faid,  to  dif- 
parage  revealed  knowledge,  and  the  confequences- 
of  it  among  us. 

Now,  becaufe  this  is  a  prejudice  which  may  pre- 
vail with  fome  perfons,  fo  far  as  to  leficn  the  influ- 
ence of  the  gofpel,  and  whereas  therefore  this  is  • 
an  opinion  which  men  of  education  are  like  to  be 
encountered  with,  when  they  have  produced  them- 
felves  into  the  world  -3  I  fliall  endeavour  to  fhew, 
that  their  preference  of  Heathen  wiidom  and  vir- 
tue, before  that  of  the  Chriftiana  is  every  way  un- 
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juft,  and  grounded  upon  ignorance  or  miftake :  la 
order  to  which  I  fliall  confider  four  things. 

Firfl,  1  Ihall  produce  certain  points,  wherein  the 
wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  unrevealed  phUofophy  in 
general,  fell  fhorr,  and  was  very  imperfect. 

Secondly,  I  fliall  Ihew,  in  feveral  inftances,  where 
forau-  of  the  mod  renowned  philofophers  have  been 
grolsly  defective  in  their  1  flbns  of  morality. 

Thirdly,  I  ihail  prove  the  perfection  of  Chriftian 
\vi;dom,  from  the  proper  characters  and  marks 


of  it. 


i  I  fhall  fhew  that  the  great  examples  of 
\vifdoai  and  virtue  among  the  Heathen  wife  men, 
were  produced  by  perfonal  merit,  and  not  influen- 
ced by  the  doctrine  of  any  feet ;  whereas,  in  Chri- 
ftianity,  it  is  quire  the  contrary. 

Firfti  I  fliall  produce  certain  points,  wherein  the 
v.'lldoni  and  virtue  of  all  unrevcaled  philofophy  in 
general  £.-11  fhort,  and  was  very  imperfect. 

My  deugn  is  to  perfuade  men,  that  Chriftian  phi- 
lofophy is  in  all  things  preferable  to  Heathen  wif- 
dom i  from  which,  01  its  profefTors,  I  Ihall  how- 
ever have  no  occasion  to  detrncT:.  They  were  as 
wife  and  as  good  as  it  was  poiilble  for  them  under 
fuch  difadvantages,  and  would  have  probably  been 
infinitely  more  with  fuch  aids  as  we  enjoy:  But  our 
lefTons  are  certainly  much  better,  howevtr  our 
practices  may  fall  fhorr. 

The  firfl  point  I  fhall  mention  was  that  univerfal. 
defeat  which  was  in  all  their  fchemes,  that  they 
coulJ  not  agree  about  thtir  chief  good,  or  where- 
i:  to  place  the  happinefs  of  maDkind,  nor  had  any 
of  them  a  tolerable  anfwer  upon  this  difficulty,  to 
fatis-fy  a  realbnable  perfon.  For,  to  fay,  as  the 
moft  plauiible  of  them  did,  that  happinefs  coniift- 
ed  in  vii  tue,  was  but  vain  babbling,  and  a  mere 
irund  of  words,  to  amufe  others  and  themfelves  j 
became  they  were  not  agreed  what  this  virtue  was, 
or  wherein  it  did  coniiii  j  and  likcwife,  becaufe  fe- 
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veral  among  the  beft  of  them  taught  quite  different 
things,  placing  happinefs  in  health  or  good  fortune, 
in  riches  or  in  honour,  where  all  were  agreed  that 
virtue  was  not,  as  I  Shall  have  occalion  to  ihe\v, 
when  I  fpeak  of  their  particular  tenets. 

The  fccond  great  defect  in  the  Gentile  philofophy 
was,  that  it  wanted  fome  Suitable  reward  propor- 
tioned to  the  better  part  of  man,  his  mind,  as  an 
encouragement  for  his  pro^refs  in  virtue.  The 
difficulties  they  met  with,  upon  the  fcore  of  this 
default,  were  great,  and  not  to  be  accounted  fcrs 
Bodily  goods,  being  only  Suitable  to  bodily  wants, 
are  no  reft  at  all  for  the  mind  ;  and,  if  they  were, 
yet  are  they  not  the  proper  fruits  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  being  equally  attainable  by  the  ignorant  and 
wicked.  Now,  human  nature  is  ib  constituted, 
(hat  we  can  never  purfue  any  tiling  heartily  but 
upon  hopes  of  a  reward.  If  we  run  a  race,  it  is 
in  expectation  of  a  prize  ;  and  the  greater  the  prize 
the  farter  we  run  ;  for,  an  incorruptible  crown,  if 
we  underftand  it  and  believe  it  to  be  fuch,  more 
than  a  corruptible  one.  But  fome  of  the  nhilofo- 
phers  gave  all  this  quite  another  turn,  and  pretend- 
ed to  refine  fo  far,  as  to  call  virtue  its  own  reward, 
and  worthy  to  be  followed  only  for  iu'elf :  "Where- 
as, if  there  be  any  thing  hi  this  more  than  the- 
ibund  of  the  woids,  it  is  at  leaft  too  abRracted 
to  become  an  univerfai  influencing  principle  in 
the  world,  and  therefore  could  not  be  of  general 


It  was  the  want  of  arTigning  fome  happinefs,  pro- 
portioned to  the  foul  of  man,  that  cau'ed  many  of 
them,  either,  on   the   one   hand,  to  be  foure  and 
morofe,  fupercilious  and  unbeatable  ;  or,   on  the 
['Other,  to  fall  into  the  vulgar  purfuits  of  common 
hrnen,  to  hunt  after  greatnefs  and  riches,   to   make 
|j  their  court,  and  to  ferve  occafibns  ;    as  Plato  did 
to  the  younger  Dionyfms,  and  Ariitotle   to  Alex-- 
:  ander  the  Great.     So   imnofllble  is  it   for  a  man, 

Q^  who 
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who  looks  no  further  trun  the  prefent  world,  to 
fix  himfelf  long  in  a  contemplation  where  the  pre- 
ient  world  lias  no  part  :  He  has  no  fure  hold,  no 
firm,  footing  ;  he  can  never  expect  to  remove  the 
earth  he  refts  upon,  while  he  has  no  fupport  befide 
for  his  feet,  but  wants,  like  Archimedes,  fome  o- 
ther  place  whereon  to  {land.  To  talk  of  bearing 
pain  and  grief,  without  any  fort  of  prefent  or  fu- 
ture hope,  cannot  be  purely  greatnefs  of  fpirit  ; 
there  mull  be  a  mixture  in  it  of  affectation, 
and  an  alloy  of  pride,  or  perhaps  is  wholly  coun- 
terfeit. 

It  is  true  there  has  been  all  along  in  the  world  a 
notion  of  rewards  and  punifhmems  in  another  life; 
but  it  feems  to  have  rather  fervecl  as  an  entertain- 
ment to  poets,  or  as  a  terror  of  children,  than  a 
fettled  principle,  by  which  men  pretend  to  govern 
any  of  their  actions.  The  laft  celebrated  words  of 
Socrates,  a  little  before  his  death,  do  not  feem  to 
reckon  or  build  much  upon  any  fuch  opinion ;  and 
C<efar  made  no  fcruple  to  dilown  it,  and  ridicule  it 
in  open  fenate. 

Thirdly^  The  greateft  and  wifcft  of  all  their  phi- 
lofophers  were  never  able  to  give  any  fatis faction, 
to  others  and  themfelves,  in  their  notions  of  a  Dei- 
ty. They  were  often  extremely  grofs  and  abfurd 
in  their  conceptions;  and  thofe  who  made  the  fair- 
CI'L  conjectures  are  fuch  as  were  generally  allowed 
by  the  learned  to  have  feen  the  fyliem  of  Moles,  if 
I  may  fo  call  it,  who  was  in  great  reputation  at  that 
time  in  the  Heathen  world,  as  we  find  by  Diodorus, 
Jurl'in,  Longinus,  and  other  authors  ;  for  the  reft, 
the  wife  ft  among  them  laid  afide  all  notions  after  a 
.  Deity,  as  a  difquilition  vain  and  fruitlefs,  which 
indeed  it  was  upon  unrevealed  principles;  and  thofe 
who  venrured  to  engage  too  far  fell  into  incohe- 
rence and  confulion. 

Fourthy,  Thofe  among  them  who  had  the  jufteft 
conceptions  of  a  Divine  Power,  and  did  alfo  admit 

a  Pro- 
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a  Providence,  had  no  notion  at  all  of  entirety  re- 
lying and  depending  upon  either  ;  they  trufted  in 
themfelves  for  all  things  :  But,  as  for  a  truft  or 
dependence  upon  God,  they  would  not  have  un- 
derftood  the  phrafe  j  it  made  no  part  of  the  pro* 
fane  ftile. 

Therefore  it  was,  that,  in  all  iiTues  and  events, 
which  they  could  not  reconcile  to  their  own  fenti- 
ments  of  reafon  and  juflice,  they  were  quite  dif- 
concerted  :  They  had  no  retreat  ;  but,  upon  every 
blow  of  adyerfe  fortune,  either  affected  to  be  in- 
different, or  grew  fullen  and  fevere,  or  elfe  yielded 
an^  funk  like  other  men. 

Having  now  produced  certain  points,  wherein 
the  wifdom  and  virtue  of  all  unrevealed  philofophy 
fell  fhort,  and  was  very  imperfect  ;  I  go  on,  in  the 
fecond  place,  to  Ihew  in  feveral  inftances,  where 
fome  of  the  moft  renowned  philofophers  have  been 
grofsly  defective  in  their  leffons  of  morality. 

Thales,  the  founder  of  the  Ionic  feel:,  fo  cele- 
brated for  morality,  being  afked,  How  a  man 
might  bear  ill  fortune  with  greateft  eafe  ?  anfwer- 
cd,  "  By  feeing  his  enemies  in  a  worfe  condition/' 
.An  anfwer  truly  barbarous,  unworthy  of  human 
nature,  and  which  included  fuch  confequences  as 
muft  deftroy  all  fociety  from  the  world. 

Solon,  lamenting  the  death  of  a  fon,  one  told 
him,  "  You  lament  in  vain:"  "  Therefore  (faid 
*'  he)  I  lament,  becaufe  it  is  in  vain."  This  was 
a  plain  confeffion  how  imperfect  ail  his  philofophy 
was,  and  that  fomething  was  ftill  wanting.  He 
owned  that  all  his  wifdom  and  morals  were  ufe- 
lefs,  and  this  upon  one  of  the  moft  frequent  acci- 
dents in  life.  How  much  better  could  he  have 
learned  to  fupport  himfelf  even  from  David,  by  his 
entire  dependence  upon  God  ;  and  that  before  our 
Saviour  had  advanced  the  notions  of  religion  to 
the  height  and  perfection  wherewith  he  hath  in- 
putted 
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flructed  his  difciples  !  Plato  himfelf,  with  all  his 
refinements,  placed  happinefs  in  wifdom,  health, 
good  fortune,  honour  and  riches  ;  and  held  that 
they  who  enjoyed  all  thefe  were  perfectly  happy  : 
Which  opinion  was  indeed  unworthy  its  owner, 
leaving  the  wife  and  the  good  man  wholly  at  the 
mercy  of  uncertain  chance,  and  to  be  miferablc 
without  refource. 

His  fcholar,  Ariftotle,  fell  more  grofsly  into  the 
fame  notion  j  and  plainly  affirmed,  that  virtue, 
without  the  goods  of  fortune,  was  not  fufficient 
for  happinefs,  but  that  a  wife  man  muft  be  mifer- 
able  in  poverty  and  ficknefs.  Nay,  Diogenes  him- 
felf, from  whofe  pride  and  fingularity  one  would 
have  looked  for  other  notions,  delivered  it  as  his 
Opinion,  that  a  poor  old  man  was  the  mod  miier- 
,abie  thing  in  life. 

Zeno  alfo,  and  his  followers,  fell  into  many  ab- 
furdities,  among  which  nothing  could  be  greater 
than  that  of  maintaining  all  crimes  to  be  equal, 
which,  inftead  of  making  vice  hateful,  rendered  it 
as  a  thing  indifferent  and  familiar  to  all  men. 

Laftly,  Epicurus  had  no  notion  of  juftice  but  as 
it  was  profitable  ;  and  his  placing  happinefs  in  plea- 
fure,  with  all  the  advantages  he  could  expound  it 
by,  was  liable  to  very  great  exceptions  :  For,  al- 
though he  taught  that  pleafure  did  confift  in  virtue, 
yet  he  did  not  any  way  fix  or  afcemin  the  bounda- 
ries of  virtue,  as  he  ought  to  have  done  ;  by  which, 
means  he  milled  his  followers  into  the  greateft 
vices,  making  their  names  to  become  odious  and 
fcandalous,  even  in  the  Heathen  world. 

I  have  produced  thefe  few  Snftances  from  a  great 
many  other*,  to  fhew  the  imperfection  or"  Heathen 
philofophy,  wherein  I  have  confined  myfelf  whole- 
ly  to  their  morality.  And  furely  we  may  pro- 
nounce upon  it  in  the  words  of  St.  James,  that,  . 
This  ivifthm  descended  not  from  above,  but  was 
earthly  and  Jenfittil.  What  if  I  had  produced  their 

abfurd 
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abfurd  notions  about  God  and  the  foul  !  It  would 
then  have  compleated  the  character  given  it  by  that 
apoille,  and  appeared  to  have  been  devilifli  too. 
But  it  is  eafy  to  obfcrve,  from  the  nature  of  thele 
few  particulars,  that  their  defects  in  morals  were 
purely  the  flagging  and  fainting  of  the  mind,  for 
want  of  a  fupport  by  revelation  from  God. 

I  proceed  therefore,  in  the  third  place,  to  fhew 
the  perfection  of  Chriftian  wifdom  from  above, 
and  I  ihall  endeavour  to  make  it  appear  from  ihofe 
proper  characters  and  marks  of  it  by  the  Apoftle 
before  mentioned,  in  the  third  chapter,  and  15th, 
l6th,  and  lythverfes. 

The  words  run  thus : 

This  wifclo?n  defcendeth  not  from  above,  but  is  earth- 
ly, finfual,  devilijh. 

For  -where  envying  andjlrife  is,  there  is  confujion, 
and  every  evil  ivork. 

But  tht  wifdom  that  is  from  above,  is  firft  pure, 
then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eufy  to  be  intreatei,  full 
of  mercy  and  good  fruits,  'without  partiality,  and 
wit!  out  hypocrify. 

The  ivijdom  f>om  above,  is  firft  pure.  This  pu- 
rity of  the  mind  and  fpirit  is  peculiar  to  the  gofpeU 
Our  Saviour  fays,  Bleff^d  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for 
thfyfball  fee  Cod.  A  mind  free  from  all  pollution 
of:  kifts  fhail  have  a  daily  vifion  of  God,  whereof 
unrevealed  religion  can  form  no  notion.  This  is 
it  which  keeps  us  unfpotted  from  the  world  ;  and 
hereby  many  have  been  prevailed  upon  to  live  in 
the  pra6tice  of  all  purity,  holinefs,  and  righteouf- 
nefs,  far  beyond  the  examples  of  the  mod  cele- 
brated philofophers. 

It  is  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eafy  to  be  intreated* 
The  Chriftian  doctrine  teacheth  us  all  thofe  difpo- 
litions  that  make  us  affable  and  courteous,  gentle 
and  kind,  without  any  morofe  leaven  of  pride  or 
vanity,  which  entered  into  the  composition  of  moft 
Heathen  fchemes  :  So  we  are  taught  to  be  meek 

and 


i5>o  A    S  E  R  M  O  N. 

and  lowly.  Our  Saviour's  laft  legacy  was  peace  • 
and  he  commands  us  to  forgive  our  offending  bro- 
ther unto  feventy  times  fevcn. 

Chriftian  vrifdom  is  full  of  mercy  and  good 
works,  teaching  the  height  of  all  moral  virtues,  of 
which  the  Heathens  fall  i:  finitely  fhort.  Plate  in- 
deed (and  it  is  worth  obferving)  has  fomewhere  a 
dialogue,  or  part  of  one,  about  forgiving  our  ene- 
mies, which  was  perhaps  the  higheft  ftrain  eves? 
reached  by  man,  without  divine  affiftance  ;  yet  how 
little  is  that  to  what  our  Saviour  commands  us  ? 
To  hue  them  that  hate  us  ;  to  blefs  them  that  ciirfe 
us  ;  and  do  good  to  thjm  that  defpitefidly  life  us. 

Chriftian  wifdom  is  "without  partiality  ;  it  is  not 
calculated  for  this  or  that  nation  or  people,  but 
the  whole  race  of  mankind  :  not  to  the  philofophi- 
cal  fchemes,  which  were  narrow  and  confined,  a- 
dapted  to  their  peculiar  towns,  governments,  or 
feels  ;  but,  in  every  nation,  he  that  feareth  God 
and  worketh  righteoufnefs,  is  accepted  with  him. 

Lc;jlly^  It  is,  without  hypocrify  :  It  appears  to  be 
•what  it  really  is  ;  It  is. all  of  a  piece.  By  the  doc- 
trines of  the  gofpel  we  are  fo  far  from  being  al- 
lowed to  publifii  to  the  world  thofe  virtues  we  have 
not,  that  we  are  commanded  to  hide;  even  from 
curfelves,  thofe  we  really  have,  and  not  to  let  our 
right-hand  know  what  our  left-hand  does  ;  unlike 
ieveral  branches  of  the  Heathen  wifdom,  which 
pretended  to  teach  inieniibility  and  indifference, 
magnanimity  and  contempt  of  life,  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  other  parts  it  belied  its  own  doc- 
trines. 

I  come  now,  in  the  laft  place,  to  fliew  that  the 
great  examples  of  wifdom  and  virtue,  among  the 
feiecian  fages,  were  produced  by  perfonal  merit, 
and  not  influenced  by  the  doctrine  of  any  particu- 
lar feel ;  whereas,  in  Chriftianity,  it  is  quite  the 
contrary. 

The 
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The  two  virtues  moft:  celebrated  by  ancient  moral- 
ifts  were  fortitude  and  temperance,  as  relating  to 
the  government  of  man  in  his  private  capacity,  to 
which  their  fcheme?  were  generally  addrerled  and 
confined  ;  and  the  two  inftances  wherein  thofc  vir- 
tues arrived  at  the  greateft  height,  were  Socrates 
and  Cato.  But  neither  thofe,  nor  any  other  vir- 
tues pofTevTed  by  thefe  two,  were  at  all  owing  to  any 
lefibns  or  doctrines  of  a  feet.  For  Socrates  himfelf 
was  of  none  at  all  ;  and  although  Cato  was  called  a 
Stoic,  it  was  more  from  a  refemblance  of  manners 
in  his  worft  qualities,  than  that  he  avowed  himfelf 
one  of  their  difciples.  The  fame  may  be  affirmed 
of  many  other  great  men  of  antiquity.  From 
whence  I  infer,  that  thofe  who  were  renowned  for 
virtue  among  them,  were  more  obliged  to  the  good 
natural  difpofitions  of  their  own  minds,  than  to  the 
doctrines  of  any  feel:  they  pretended  to  follow. 

On  the  other  fide,  as  the  examples  of  fortitude 
and  patience,  among  the  primitive  Chriftians,  have 
been  infinitely  greater  and  more  numerous,  fo  they 
were  altogether  the  product  of  their  principles  and 
doctrine  ;  and  were  fuch  as  the  fame  perfons,  with- 
out thofe  aids  would  never  have  arrived  to.  Of  this 
truth  moft  of  the  Apoftles,  with  many  thoufand 
martyrs,  are  a  cloud  of  witneffes  beyond  excep- 
tion. Having  therefore  fpoken  fo  largely  upon  the 
former  heads,  I  fhall  dwell  no  longer  upon  this. 

And,  if  it  fhouid  here  be  objected.  Why  does 
not  Chriftianity  ftill  produce  the  lame  effects  ?  It 
is  eafy  toanfwer,  F/V/r,  'lhat  although  the  number 
of  pretended  Chriftians  be  great,  yet  that  of  true 
believers,  in  proportion  to  the  other,  was  never  fo 
fmall  ;  and  it  is  a  true  lively  faith  alone,  that, 
by  the  affiftance  of  God's  grace,  can  influence  our 
practice. 

Secondly,  We  may  anfwer,  that  Chriftianity  it- 
felf  has  very  much  fuffered  ^by  being  blended  up 
with  Gentile  philoibphy.  The  Platonic  Jyftem,  firft 

taken 
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taken  into  religion,  was  thought  to  have  given, 
matter  for  fome  early  herefies  in  the  church. 
When  difputes  began  to  arife,  the  Peripatetic  forms 
were  introduced  by  Scotus,  as  bed  fitted  for  con- 
troverfy.  And,  however  this  may  now  have  be- 
come necefTary,  it  was  furely  the  author  of  a  liti- 
gious vein,  which  has  fince  occaiioned  very  perni- 
cious confequences,  ftopt  the  progrefs  of  Chriftia- 
nity,  and  been  a  great  promoter  of  vice,  verifying 
that  fentence  given  by  St.  James,  and  mentioned 
before,  Where  envying  and  Jlrife  is,  there  is  confu- 
Jion  avd  every  evil  ivor k.  This  was  the  fntal  flop 
to  the  Grecians, -in  their  progrefs  both  of  arts  and 
arms  :  Their  wife  men  were  divided  under  feveral 
fects,  and  their  governments  under  ieveral  com- 
monwealths, all  in  oppofition  to  each  other,  which 
engaged  them  in  eternal  quarrels  among  them- 
felves,  while  they  fhould  have  been  armed  againft 
the  common  enemy.  A.nd  I  wifh  we  had  no  other 
examples  from  the  like  caufes,  lefs  foreign  or  an- 
tient  than  that.  Diogenes  faid,  Socrates  was  a 
madman  ;  the  difciples  of  Zeno  and  Epicurus, 
nay,  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle,  were  engaged  in  fierce 
difputes  about  the  moil  infignifkant  trifles.  And, 
if  this  be  the  prefent  language  and  practice  among 
us  Chriftians,  no  wonder  that  Chriftianity  does 
not  ft  ill  produce  the  fame  effects  which  it  did  at 
iirft,  when  it  was  received  and  embraced  in  its  ut- 
moil:  purity  and  perfection.  For  fuch  a  wifdom  as 
this  cannot  defcend  from  above,  but  muft  be  earth- 
ly, fenfu.iL  devili/h  ;  full  of  confi'fi^n  and  evzry  evil 
iwk  :  Whereas  the  ivifdom  from  abtve.  is  firft 
pure,  then  peaceable,  gentle,  and  eojy  to  be  intreated, 
full  of  mercy'  and  gcod  fruits,  without  partiality,  and 
without  hypccriiy.  This  is  the  true  heavenly  wif- 
dom, which  Chriftianity  only  can  boaft  of,  and 
which  the  greateft  of  the  Heathen  wife  men  could 
ivever  arrive  at. 

Now  to  God  the  Father,  <bc,  &c. 
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THE     POOR*. 

'T'HE  continual  concourfe  of  beggars,  from  all 
•*•  parts  of  the  kingdom  to  this  city,  having  made 
it  impoflible  for  the  feveral  parifh.es  to  maintain 
their  own  poor,  according  to  the  antient  laws  of 
the  land  ;  feveral  Lord  Mayors  did  apply  them- 
felves  to  the  Lord  Archbifliop  of  Dublin,  that  his 
Grace  would  direct  his  clergy,  and  the  church- 
wardens of  the  faid  city,  to  appoint  badges  of  brafr, 
copper,  or  pewter,  to  be  worn  by  the  poor  of  the 
feveral  parifhes.  The  badges  to  be  marked  with 
the  initial  letters  of  the  name  of  each  church,  and 
numbered  i,.  2,  3,  6r.  and  to  be  well  fewed  and 
fattened  on  the  right  and  left  fhoulder  of  the 
outward  garment  of  each  of  the  (aid  poor,  by 
which  they  might  be  diftinguifhed.  And  that 
none  of  the  faicl  poor  fhould  go  out  of  their  own 
parim  to  beg  alms  j  whereof  the  beadles  were  to 
take  care. 

His  Grace,  the  Lord  Archbifhop,  did  accordingly 
give  his  directions  to  the  clergy  ;  which  however, 
have  proved  wholly  ineffectual,  by  the  fraud,  per- 
rerfenefs,  or  pride  of  the  faid  poor,  feveral  of  them 

*  S-e  a  Treat  ife  on  the  ft  He  a,  Vol  III,  p.  33^. 
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openly  protefting  they  will  never  fubrnit  to  wear  the 
laid  badges  ;  and  of  thole  who  received  them,  ai- 
med every  one  of  them  kept  them  in  the;r  pockets, 
or  hang  them  on  a  ftring  about  their  necks.,  or  faften 
them  only  with  a  pin,  or  wear  them  under  their 
coats,  not  to  be  feen.  By  which  means  the  whole 
defign  is  eluded,  fo  that  a  man  may  walk  from  one 
-end  of  the  town  to  the  other,  without  feeing  one 
beggar  regularly  badged,  and  in  fuch  great  num- 
bers, that  they  are  a  mighty  nufance  to  the  public, 
moft  of  them  being  foreigners, 

Jt  is  therefore  propofed,  That  his  Grace  the  Lord 
Archbiihop  would  pleafe  to  call  the  clergy  of  the 
city  together,  and  renew  his  directions  and  exhor- 
tations to  them,  to  put  this  affair  of  badges  effec- 
tually in  practice,  by  fuch  methods  as  his  Grace 
and  they  ihali  agree  upon.  And  I  think  it  would 
be  highly  neceffary,  that  fome  paper  fhould  be 
pafted  up,  in  feveral  proper  parts  of  the  city,  fig- 
nifying  this  order,  and  exhorting  all  people  to  give 
no  alms  except  to  thofe  poor  who  are  regularly 
badged,  and  only  while  the/  are  within  the  pre- 
cincts of  their  own  pariih.es.  And,  if  fomething 
like  this  were  delivered  by  the  minifters,  in  the 
reading-deik,  two  or  three  Lord's  -days  fucceillvely, 
it  would  {till  be  of  further  nfe  to  put  this  matter* 
upon  a  right  foot.  And  that  all  who  offend  againfl 
this  regulation  be  treated  as  vagabonds  and  flurciy 
beggars. 

Deanry. \heufe  t 
Sept..  26.  1726. 
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YX7E  have  been  amufed,  for  at  leaft  thirty  years 
paft,  with  numberlefs  fchemes  ia  writing 
and  difcourfc,  both  in  and  out  of  parliament,  for 
maintaining  the  poor  and  letting  them  to  work, 
efpecially  in  this  city;  moft  oi:  which  were  idle, 
iadigcftcd,  or  \if3onary,  and  all  of  them  ineffec- 
tnai,  as  it  hath  plainly  appeared  by  the  confequen- 
ces.  Many  of  thofe  projectors  were  fo  ftupid, 
that  they  drew  a  parallel  from  Holland  and  Eng- 
land, to  be  fettled  m  Ireland;  that  is  to  fay,  from 
two  countries  with  full  freedom  nnd  encouragement 
for  trade,  to  a  third,  where  all  kind- of  trade  is 
cramped,  and  the  moft  beneficial  parts  are  entirely 
taken  away.  But  the  perpetual  infelicity  of  falfe 
and  foolifh  reafoning,  as  well  as  proceeding  and 
acting,  upon  it,  feems  to  be  fatal  to  this  country. 

For  my  own  part,  who  have  much  converfed 
with  thole  folks  who  call  tbemfelves  Merchants,  I 
do  not  remember  to  have  met  with  a  more  igno- 
rant and  wrong-thinking  race  of  people  in  the  very 
firft  rudiments  of  trade  ;  which,  however,  was  not 
fo  much  owing  to  their  want  of  capacity,  as  to  the 
crazy  conftituiion  of  this  kingdom,  where  pedlars 
are  better  qualified  to  thrive  than  the  wifeft  mer- 
chants. I  could  fill  a  volume  with  only  fetting 

R  2  down 
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a  lift  of  the  public  abfurclities,  by  which  this  king- 
dom hath  fullered,  within  the  compafs  of  my  own 
memory,  fuch  as  could  not  be  believed  of  any  na- 
tion, among  whom  folly  was  not  eftablifhed  as  a 
Jaw.  I  cannot  forbear  inftancing  a  few  of  thefe, 
becaufe  it  may  be  of  fome  ufe  to  thofe  who  dial! 
have  it  in  their  power  to  be  more  cautious  for  the 
future. 

i  he  fii  ft  was  the  building  of  the  barracks,  where- 
of I  have  feen  above  one  half,  and  have  heard 
enough  of  the  reft,  to  affirm  that  the  public  hath 
been  cheated  of  at  lea  ft  two  thirds  of  the  money 
raifed  for  that  ufe  by  the  plain  fraud  of  the  under- 
takers. 

Another  was  the  management  of  the  money  raif- 
for the  Palatines;  when,  inftead  of  employing 
that  great  fum  in  purchafing  lands  in  fome  remote 
and  cheap  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  there  planting 
thofe  people  as  a  colony,  the  whole  end  was  utter- 
ly defeated. 

A  third  is  the  i'nfurance-office  againft  fire,  by 
which,  feveral  thoufand  pounds  are  yearly  remit- 
ted to  England  (a  triile  it  feems  we  can  easily  fpare), 
and  will  gradually  increafe  until  it  comes  to  a  good 
national  tax.  For  the  fociety  marks  upon  our 
houfes  (under  which  might  properly  be  written, 
The  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us)  fpread  fafter  and 
farther  than  the  *  colony  of  frogs.  I  have,  for 

above 


*  This  fimilitude,  which  is  certainly  the  finefl  that  could  pofTibly 
have  be.n  ufed  upon  ih.s  occafion,  fecms  to  require  a  fhort  explica- 
tion. About  .he  beginning  of  this  cu/rent  century,  Dr.  Gwythers, 
a  phyfician  and  Ftllow  of  the  Univetfity  of  Dublin,  brought  over 
\vi:h  him  a  parcel  orfrops  from  England  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  pro- 
pagate the  ipecies  in  th,  t  kingdom,  and  threw  them  into  the  ditches 
of  th:  Univi=rfity-park ;  but  they  all  perifhed.  Whereupon  he  lent 
to  England  f,r  fome  bottles  of  the  frog-fpavvn,  which  he  threw  into 
thefe  uitches,  by  which  mt-ans  the  fpecies  of  frogs  was  propagated  ia 
that  kingdom.  However,  their  number  was  fo  fmall  in  the  year 
17:10,  that  a  frog  was  jio  where  to  be  feen  in  Ireland,  except  in  the 

neighbourhood 
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above  twenty  years  parr,  given  warning  feveral 
thoufand  times,  to  many  fubftantial  people,  and  to 
fuch  who  are  acquainted  with  Lords  and  Squires, 
and  the  like  great  folks,  (to  any  of  whom  I  have 
not  the  honour  to  be  known)  :  I  mention  my  daily 
fears,  I'eft  our  watchful  friends  in  England  might 
take  this  bufinefs  out  of  our  hands;  and  how  eafy 
it  would  be  to  prevent  that  evil,  by  erecting  a  focie- 
ty  of  perfons  who  had  good  eitates,  fuch,  for  in- 
ftance,  as  that  noble  knot  of  bankers  under  thfr- 
ftyle  of  Sw.'ft  ar.d  Company.  But  now  we  are  be- 
come tributary  to  England,  not  only  for  materials 
to  light  cur  own  fjrts ;  but  for  engines  to  put  them 
out;  to  which,  if  hearth- money  be  added,  (re- 
pealed in  England  as  a  grievance)  we  have  the  ho- 
nour to  pay  three  taxes  for  fire. 

A  fourth  was  the  knavery  of  thofe  merchants, 
or  linen-manufacturers,  or  both  ;  when,  upon  oc~ 
cafion  of  the  plague  at  Marfeilies,  we  had  a  fail* 
opportunity  of  getting  into  our  hands  the  whole 
linen-trade  with  Spain  ;  but  the  commodity  was  fo 
bad,  and  held  at  fo  high  a  rate,  that  almoft  the 
whole  cargo  was  returned,  raid  the  fmall  remain- 
der fold  below  the  prime  coft. 

So  many  other  particulars  of  the  fame  nature 
crowd  into  my  thoughts,  that  I  am  forced  to  flop, 
and  the  rather,  becaufe  they  are  not  very  proper 
for  my  fubjedt,  to  which  I  ihall  now  return. 

Among  all  the  fchemes  for  maintaining  the  poor 
of  the  cHy,  and  fetting  them  to  work,  the  leaft 
weight  hath  been  laid  upon  that  {ingle  point  which 
is  of  greateft  importance  ;  I  mean  that  of  keeping 
foreign  beggars  from  fwarming  hither  out  of  every 
part  of  the  country ;  for,  until  this  be  brought 
to  pafs  effectually,  all  our  wife  reafonings  and 

neighbourhood  of  the  Univctfity-park  :  But,  within  fix  or  fev?n 
years  after,  they  fprcad  thirty,  forty,  and  fifty  miles  over  the  coun- 
try j  and  fo  at  laft,  by  degrees,  over  the  whole  nation. 
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proceedings  upon  them  will  be  vain  and  ridicu- 
Ibus. 

The  prodigious  number  of  beggars  throughout 
this  kingdom,  in  proportion  to  fo  {mail  a  number 
of  people,  is  owing  to  many  reafons  :  To  the  lazi- 
nefs  of  the  natives  ;  the  want  of  work  to  employ 
them  ;  the  enormous  rents  paid  by  cottagers  for 
their  miferable  cabbins  and  potatoe-plots  ;  their 
early  marriages,  without  the  lead  profpeft  of  eftab- 
lifhment;  the  ruin  of  agriculture,  whereby  fuch 
vaft  numbers  are  hindered  from  providing  their 
own  bread,  and  have  no  money  to  purchafe  it ;  the 
mortal  damp  upon  all  kinds  of  trade,  and  many  o~ 
ther  circurnltances  too  tedious  or  invidious  to  men- 
tion. 

And  to  the  fame  caufes  we  owe  the  perpetual 
concourfe  of  foreign  beggars  to  this  town,  the 
country  landlords  giving  all  affiftance,  except  mo- 
ney and  victuals,  to  drive  from  their  eftates  thofe 
miferable  creatures  they  have  undone. 

It  was  a  general  complaint  againft  the  poor- 
houfe,  under  its  former  govcrnours,  that  the  num- 
ber oFpoor  in  this  city  did  not  leflen  by  taking  three 
hundred  into  the  houfe,  and  all  of  them  recom- 
mended under  the  minifter  and  church- warden's 
hands  of  the  feveral  parifhes;  and  this  complaint 
wuft  ftill  continue,  although  the  poor-houfe 
fhould  be  enlarged  to  maintain  three  thoufand,  or 
even  double  that  number. 

The  revenues  of  the  poor-houfe,  as  it  is  now  e- 
ftablifhed,  amount  to  about  two  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  ;  whereof,  two  hundred  allowed  for  officers, 
and  one  hundred  for  repairs,  the  remaining  feven- 
teen  hundred,  at  four  pounds  a- head,  will  fupport 
four  hundred  and  twenty- five  perfons.  This  is  a 
favourable  allowance,  confidering  that  I  fubtract 
nothing  for  the  diei  of  rhofe  officers,  and  for  wear 
and  tare  ofr  furniture ;  and,  if  every  one  of  thefe 
collegiates  fhould  be  fct  to  work,  it  is  agreed  they 

will 
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will  not  be  able  to  gain  by  their  labour  above  one 
fourth  part  of  their  maintenance. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  oratorial  part  of  thefe 
gentlemen  feldom  vouchfafe  to  mention  fewer  than 
fifteen  hundred,  or  two  thoufand  people,  to  be 
maintained  in  this  hofpital,  without  troubling  their 

heads  about  the  fund,  *  * •  # 
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T  O 

HIS     GRACE 

WILLIAM, 

LORD  ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLItf,  6c. 

The  humble  Reprefentation  of  the  Clergy  of  the 

City  of  Dublin. 

Jan.  1724, 
My  LORD, 

'V'OUR  Grace  having  been  pleafcd  to  communi- 
A  cate  to  us  a  certain  brief,  by  letters  patent, 
for  the  relief  of  one  Charles  M  Carthy,  v?hofe 
hoafe  in  College-green,  Dublin,  was  burnt  by  an 
accidental  fire  ;  and  having  defired  us  to  confider 
of  the  .faid  brief,  and  give  our  opinions  thereof  to 
your  Grace  : 

We,  the  clergy  of  the  city  of  Dublin,  in  com* 
pliance  with  your  Grace's  defire,  and  with  great 
acknowledgements  for  your  paternal  tendernefs  to- 
wards us,  having  maturely  confidered  the  faid  brief 
by  letters  patent,  compared  the  feveral  parts  of  it 
with  what  is  enjoined  us  by  the  rubric,  (which  is 
confirmed  by  a<£t  of  parliament)  and  confulted  per- 
fons  ikilled  in  the  laws  of  the  church  ;  do,  in  the 
names  of  ourfelves  and  of  the  reft  of  our  brethren, 
the  clergy  of  the  diocefs  of  Dublin,  moft  humbly 
reprefent  to  your  Grace  : 

Fir/!, 
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Firft,  That,  by  this  brief,  your  Grace  is  required 
and  commanded,  to  recommend  and  command  all 
the  parfons,  vicars,  &c.  to  advance  Co  great  an  adt 
of  charity. 

We  (hall  not  prefume  to  determine  how  far  your 
Grace  may  be  commanded  by  the  faid  brief;  but 
we  humbly  conceive  that  the  clergy  of  your  dio- 
cefs  cannot,  by  any  law  now  in  being,  be  com- 
manded by  your  Grace  to  advance  the  faid  a£t  of 
charity  any  other  ways  than  by  reading  the  faid 
brief  in  our  feveral  churches,  as  prefcribsd  by  the 
rubric, 

Secondly,  Whereas  ft  is  faid  in  the  faid  brief,  that 
the  parfonr,  vicars,  &c.  upon  the  firft  Lord's  day, 
or  opportunity  after  the  receipt  of  the  copy  of  the 
faid  brief,  (hall,  deliberately  and  affectionately, 
publifh  and  declare  the  tenor  thereof  to  his  Majef- 
ty's  fubjf^ls,  and  earneftly  perfuade,  exhort,  and 
ftir  them  up  to  contribute  freely  and  cheerfully  to- 
wards the  relief  of  the  faid  fufferer  : 

We  do  not  comprehend  what  is  meant  by  the 
word  opportunity  *  We  never  do  preach  upon  any 
day  except  the  Lord's  day,  or  fome  folemn  days  le- 
gally appointed  ;  neither  is  it  poffible  for  the  ftrong- 
eft  conftitution  among  us  to  obey  this  command 
(which  includes  no  lels  than  a  whole  fermon)  upon 
any  orher  opportunity  than  when  our  people  are 
met  together  in  the  church  ;  and  to  perform  this 
work  in  every  houfe  where  the  parishes  are  very 
populous,  confifting  fometimes  here  in  town  of 
900  or  jooo.  houfes,  would  take  up  the  fpace  of  a 
year,  although  we  fhould  preach  in  two  families 
every  day ;  and  almoft  as  much  time  in  the  coun- 
try, where  the  parilhes  are  of  large  extent,  the 
roads  bad,  and  the  people  too  poor  to  receive  us, 
and  give  charity  at  once. 

But,  if  it  be  meant  that  thefe  exhortations  are 
commanded  to  be  made  in  the  church,  upon  the 
Lord's  day,  we  are  humbly  of  opinion,  that  this  is- 

left 
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left  to  the  difcrerion  of  the  clergy,  to  chufe  what 

u  j 

fubjecb  they  think  mod  proper  to  preach  on,  and 
at  what  times  ;  and,  if  they  preach  either  falfe 
doctrine  or  feditious  principles,  they  are  liable  to 
be  punilhed. 

It  may  poilibly  happen,  that  the  fufferer  recom- 
mended may  be  a  perfon  not  deferving  the  favour 
intended  by  the  brief ;  in  which  cafe  no  minifter, 
who  knows  the  fufferer  to  be  an  undeferving  per- 
fon, can,  with  a-fafe  ccnfcience,  deliberately  and 
affectionately  publifh  the  brief,  much  lefs  earneftly 
perfuade,  exhorts  and  ftir  up  the  people  to  contri- 
bute freely  and  cheerfully  towards  the  relief  of  fuch  | 
a  fufFerer  *. 

Thirdly,  Whereas  in  the  faid  brief  the  minifters 
and  curates  are  required,  on  the  week-days  next] 
after  the  Lord's -day  when  the  brief  was  read,  to 
go  from  houfe  to  houfe  with  their  church  wardens, 
to  aik  and  receive  from  all  perfons  the  faid  charity: 
We  cannot  but  obferve  here,  that  the  faid:minifters 
are  directly  made  collectors  of  the  faid  charity,  in 
conjunction  with  the  church  wardens ;  which  how- 
ever, we  prefume,  was  not  intended,  as  being  againft 
all  law  and  precedent :  And  therefore,  we  appre- 
hend, there  may  be  fome  incondftency  which  leaves 
us  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed.  For,  in  the  next  pa- 
ragraph, the  minifters  and  curates  are  only  requir- 
ed, where  they  conveniently  can,,  to  accompany 
the  church-wardens,  or  procure  fome  other  of  the 
chief  inhabitants,  to  do  the  fame.  And,  in  a  fol- 
lowing paragraph,  the  whole  work  fcems  left 
entirely  to  the  church-wardens,  who  are  required 
to  life  their  utmofl  diligence  to  g  ther  and  collect 


*  This  M'Carthy's  houre  was  burnt  in  the  month  nf  Auguft  1725, 
and  the   u,  ivc.fil    opinion  of  mankind  was,  that  IM'Garthy  hiin.slf  I: 
the  perfon  who  had  fet  fire  to  the  houfe, 

the 
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the  faid  charity,  and   to  pay  the  fame   in  ten  days 
after,  to  the  parfon,  vicar,  &c. 

In  anfwer  to  this,  we  do  reprefent  to  your  Grace 
cur  humble  opinion,  that  neither  we  nor  our 
church-wardens  can  be  legally  commanded  or  re- 
quired to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  to  receive  the 
faid  charity  ;  becaufe  your  Grace  hath  informed  us 
in  your  order,  at  your  vifitation,,  anno  Dorn.  1712, 
that  neither  we  nor  our  church  wardens  are  bound 
to  make  any  collections  for  the  poor,  fave  in  the 
church  ;  which  alfo  appears  plainly  by  the  rubric, 
that  appoints  both  time  and  place,  as  your  Grace 
hath  obferved  in  your  faid  order. 

We  do  likewife  afTure  your  Grace,  that  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  procure  fome  of  the  chief  inha- 
bitants of  our  parifhes  to  accompany  the  church- 
wardens from  houfe  to  houfe  in  thefe  collec- 
tions :  And  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  fuch  a 
propofal,  made  to  our  chief  inhabitants  (particu- 
larly in  this  city,  where  our  chief  inhabitants  are 
often  peers  of  the  land)  would  be  received  in  a 
manner  very  little  to  our  own  fatisfaction,  or  to  the 
advantage  of  the  faid  collections. 

Fourthly,  The  brief  doth  will,  require,  and  com- 
mand the  bifhops,  and  all  other  dignitaries  of  the 
church,  that  they  make  their  contributions  diilinct- 
ly,  to  be  returned  in  the  feveral  provinces  to  the  fe- 
veral  archbifhops  of  the  fame. 

Upon  which  we  take  leave  to  obferve,  that  the 
terms  of  expreffion  here  are  of  the  ftrongeft  kind, 
and  in  a  point  that  may  fubjecl:  the  faid  dignitaries 
(for  we  fhall  fay  nothing  of  the  bifhops)  to  great 
inconveniencies. 

The  faid  dignitaries  are  here  willed,  required, 
and  commanded,  to  make  their  contributions  di- 
fHnftly  ;  by  which  it  fhould  feem  that  they  are  ab- 
folutely  commanded  to  make  contributions,  (for  the 
word  diftinftfy  is  but  a  circumftance),  and  may  be 
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underftood  not  very  agreeable  to  a  voluntary,  cheer- 
ful contribution.  And  therefore,  if  any  biihop  or 
dignitary  mould  refufe  to  make  his  contribution, 
(perhaps  for  very  good  reafons)  he  may  be  thought 
to  incur  the  crime  of  difobedience  to  his  Majeity, 
which  all  good  fubjects  abhor,  when  fuch  a  com- 
mand is  according  to  law. 

Moft  dignities  of  this  kingdom  confift  only  of 
parochial  tythes,  and  the  dignitaries  are  miniiters 
of  parifhes.  A  doubt  may  therefore  arife,  whe- 
ther the  faid  dignitaries  are  willed,  required,  and 
commanded,  to  make  their  contributions  in  both 
capacities,  diftin&ly  as  dignitaries,  and  jointly  as 
parfons  or  vicars. 

Many  dignities  in  this  kingdom  are  the  pooreft 
kind  of  benefices  ;  and  it  mould  feem  hard  to  put 
poor  dignitaries  under  the  neceffity  either  of  mak- 
ing greater  contributions  than  they  can  afford, 
or  of  expoling  themfelves  to  the  cenfure  of  want- 
ing charity,  by  making  their  contributions  pub- 
lic. 

Our  Saviour  commands  us,  in  works  of  charity, 
to  let  not  our  left  hand  know  ivhat  our  right  hand 
doeth  ;  which  cannot  well  confift  with  our  being 
willed,  required,  and  commanded,  by  an  earthly 
power,  where  no  law  is  prefcibed,  to  publifh  our 
charity  to  the  world,  if  we  have  a  mind  to  con- 
ceal it. 

Fifthly,  Whereas  it  is  faid  in  the  fnid  brief,  that 
the  parfon,  vicar,  &c.  of  every  parifli,  /hall,  in  fix 
days  after  the  receipt  of  the  faid  charity,  return  it 
to  his  refpeclive  chancellor,  &c.  This  may  be  a 
great  grievance,  hazard,  and  expence,  to  the  faid 
p.irfon,  in  remote  and  defolate  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, where  often  an  honeft  mclTengcr  (if  fuch  a  one 
can  be  got)  muft  be  hired  to  travel  forty  or  fifty 
miles  going  and  coming  ;  which  will  probably  coft 
more  than  the  value  of  the  contribution  he  carries 
with  him  i  And  this  charge,  if  briefs  ihculd  hap- 
pen 
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pen  to  be  frequent,  would  be  enough  to  undo  ma- 
ny a  poor  clergyman  in  the  kingdom. 

Sixthly >  We  obferve  in  the  laid  brief,  that  the 
provoft  and  fellows  of  the  univerfity,  judge?,  offi- 
cers of  the  courts,  and  profefTors  of  laws  common 
and  civil,  are  neither  willed,  required,  nor  com- 
manded to  make  their  contributions  ;  but  that  fo 
good  a  work  is  only  recommended  to  them. 
Whereas  we  conceive,  that  all  his  Majefty's  fubjects 
are  equally  obliged,  with  or  without  his  Majefty's 
commands,  to  promote  works  of  charity  according 
to  their  power  ;  and  that  the  clergy,  in  their  eccle- 
iiaftical  capacity,  are  only  liable  to  fuch  commands 
as  the  rubric,  or  any  other  law  fhall  enjoin,  being 
born  to  the  fame  privileges  of  freedom  with  the  reft 
of  his  JVLijefty's  fubjects. 

We  cannot  but  obferve  to  your  Grace,  that,  in 
the  Englifli  aft  of  the  fourth  year  of  Qiieen  Anne, 
for  the  better  collecting  charity-money  on  briefs  by 
letters-patent,  &c.  the  minifters  are  obliged  only  to 
read  the  briefs  in  their  churches,  without  any  par- 
ticular exhortations  ;  neither  are  they  commanded 
to  go  from  houfe  to  houfe  with  the  church-war- 
dens, nor  to  fend  the  money  collected  to  their  re- 
Jpeftive  chancellors,  but  pay  it  to  the  undertaker 
or  agent  of  the  fufferer.  So  that,  we  humbly 
hope,  the  clergy  of  this  kingdom  (hall  not,  with- 
out any  law  in  being,  be  put  to  greater  hardships 
in  this  cafe  than  their  brethren  in  England,  where 
the  legiflature,  intending  to  prevent  the  abufes 
in  collecting  charity  money  on  briefs,  did  not 
think  fit  to  put  the  clergy  under  any  of  thofe  dif- 
ficulties we  now  complain  of,  in  the  prefent  brief 
by  letters- patent,  for  the  relief  of  Charles  M'Car- 
thy  a  fore  fa  id. 

The  collections  upon  the  Lord's  day  are  the  prin- 
cipal fupport  of  our  own  numerous  poor  in  our  fe- 
veral  parishes  ;  and  therefore  every  fingle  brief, 
with  the  benefit  of  a  full  collection  over  the  whole 
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kingdom,  muft  deprive  feveral  thoufandsof  poor  of 
their  weekly  maintenance,  for  the  fake  only  of  one 
perfon,  who  often  becomes  a  fufferer  by  his  own 
folly  or  negligence,  and  is  fare  to  overvaiue  his 
loiYes  double  or  treble  :  So  that,  if  this  precedent 
be  followed,  as  it  certainly  will  if  the  preient  brief 
fnould  fucceed,  we  may  probably  have  a  new  brief 
every  week  ;  and  thui,  for  the  advantage  of  fifty- 
two  perfons,  whereof  not  one  in  ten  is  deferving, 
and  for  the  intereil  of  a  dozen  dextrous  clerks  and 
fecretaries,  the  whole  poor  in  the  kingdom  will  be 
likely  -o  ftarve. 

We  are  credibly  informed,  that  neither  the  oin- 
cers  of  the  Lord  Primate,  in  preparing  the  report 
of  his  Grace's  opinion,  nor  thofe  of  the  great  leal, 
In  pafliog  the  patent  for  briefs,  will  remit  any  of 
their  fees,  both  which  do  amount  to  a  considerable 
furn:  And  thus  the  good  intentions  of  well  difpof. 
ed  people  are  in  a  great  meafure  difappointed,  a 
large  part  of  their  charity  being  anticipatedj  and 
alienated  by  fees  and  gratuities. 

Laftly,  We  cannot  but  reprefent  to  your  Grace 
our  great  concern  and  grief,  to  fee  the  pains  and 
labour  of  our  church-wardens  fo  much  increafed, 
by  the  injunctions  and  commands  put  upon  them 
in  this  brief,  to  the  great  difadvantage  of  the  clergy 
and  the  people,  as  well  as  to  their  own  trouble,  da- 
mage, and  lofs  of  time,  to  which  great  additions 
have  been  already  made,  by  laws  appointing  them  to 
collect  the  taxes  for  the  watch  and  the  poor  houfe, 
which  they  bear  with  great  unwillingnefs  ;  and,  if 
they  fhall  find  themfelves  further  laden  with  fuch 
briefs  as  this  of  M'Carthy,  it  will  prove  fo  great  a 
difcouragement,  that  we  fhall  never  be  able  to  pro- 
vide honeft  and  fuiHcient  perfons  for  that  weighty 
office  of  church- warden,  fo  neceffary  to  the  laity  as 
well  as  the  clergy,  in  all  things  that  relate  to  the 
order  and  regulation  of  pan/lies, 
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Upon  all  thefe  confiderations,  we  humbly  hope 
that  your  Grace,  of  whofe  fatherly  care,  vigilance, 
and  tendernefs,  we  have  had  fo  many  and  great  in- 
ftances,  will  reprefent  our  cafe  to  his  Moft  Excel- 
lent Majefty,  or  to  the  Chief  Governor  in  this 
kingdom,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  we  may  be  neither 
under  the  necelHty  of  declining  his  Majefty's  com- 
mands in  his  letters  patent,  or  of  taking  new  and 
grievous  burdens  upon  ourfclves  and  our  church- 
wardens, to  which  neither  the  rubric  nor  any  other 
law  in  force  oblige  us  to  fubmit. 
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Some  Pxefie&ions  upon  Mr.  BickerftafF's   Predict 
tions  for  the  year  M5DCC,VIII  *. 

By  a  PERSON  of  QJJALITY. 

T  Have  not  obferved,  for  fome  years  paid,  any  in-- 
•*•  fignificant  paper  to  have  made  more  noife,  or  be 
more  greedily  bought,  than  that  of  thefe  predictions. 
They  are  the  wonder  of  the  common  people,  an  a- 
rnufement  for  the  better  fort,  and  a  jell  only  to  the 
wife ;  yet,  among  thefe  la  ft.,  I  have  heard  fome 
very  much  in  doubt,  whether  the  author  meant  to 
deceive  others,  or  is  deceived  himfelf.  Whoever 
he  was,  he  feems  to  have  with  great  art  adjufted 
his  paper  both  to  pleafe  the  rabble,  and  to  entertain 
perfons  of  condition.  The  writer  is,  without  quef- 
tion,  a  gentleman  of  wit  and  learning,  although 
the  piece  feems  h:iftily  written  in  a  fudden  frolic, 
with  the  fcornfal  thought  of  the  pleafure  he  will 
have,  in  putting  this  great  town  into  a  wonder- 
ment about  nothing  :  Nor  do.  I  doubt  but  he  and 
his  friends  in  the  fccret,  laugh  often  and  plentifully 
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in  a  corner,  to  reflect  how  many  hundred  thou- 
fand  fools  they  have  already  made.  And  he  has 
them  faft  for  fome  time  :  For  To  they  are  like  to 
continue  until  his  prophecies  begin  to  fail  in  the  e- 
vents.  Nay,  it  is  a  great  queftion  whether  the  mif- 
carriage  of  the  two  or  three  firft  will  fo  entirely 
undeceive  people,  as  to  hinder  them  from  expecting, 
the  accomplifhing  of  the  reft.  I  doubt  not  but 
fome  thoufands  of  thefe  papers  are  carefully  pre- 
ferved  by  as  many  perfons,  to  confront  with  the  e- 
vents,  and  try  whether  the  aftrologer  exactly  keeps 
the  day  and  the  hour.  And  thefe  I  take  to  be  Mr. 
Bickerffcaff  's  choiceft  cullies,  for  whofe  fake  chief- 
ly he  writ  his  amufement.  Mean  while  he  has  fe- 
ven  weeks  good,  during  which  time  the  world  is  to 
be  kept  in  iufpenfe  ;  for  it  is  fo  long  before  the  al- 
manack-maker is  to  die,  which  is  the  firft  predic- 
tion :  And,  if  that  fellow  happens  to  be  a  fpJene- 
tic  viilonary  fop,  or  has  any  faith  in  his  own  art,  . 
the  prophefy  may  punctually  come  to  pafs  by  very 
natural  means.  As  a  gentleman  of  my  acquaint- 
ance, who  was  ill-ufed  by  a  mercer  in  town,  writ 
him  a  letter  in  an  unknown  hand,  to  give  him  no-  - 
tlce  that  care  had  been  taken  to  convey  a  flow  poi- 
fon  into  his  drink,  which  would  infallibly  kill  him  > 
in  a  month  ;  after  which  the  man  began  in  earneft 
to  languish  and  decay,  by  the  mere  ftrength  of  i- 
magination,  and  would  certaily  have  died,  if  care 
had  not  been  taken  to  undeceive  him  before  the 
jeft  went  too  far.  The  like  effect  upon  Partridge 
would  wonderfully  raife  Mr.  BickerftafF 's  reputa- 
tion for  a  fortnight  longer,  until  we  could  hear 
from  France  whether  the  Cardinal  deNoailles  were 
dead  or  alive,  upon  the  fourth  of  April,,  which  is  - 
the  fecond  of  his  predictions. 

For  a  piece  fo  carelefsly  written,  the  obfervations 
upon  aftrology  are  reafonable  and  pertinent,  the 
remarks  juft  ;  and,  as  the  paper  is  partly  deiigned, 
in  my  opinion,  for  a  fatire  upon  the  credulity  o£ 
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the  vulgar,  and  that  idle  itch  of  peeping  into  futu- 
rities, io  it  is  no  more  than  what  we  all  of  us  de- 
ferve.  And,  fince  we  muft  be  teazed  with  perpe- 
tual hawkers  of  flrange  and  wonderful  things,  I 
am  glad  to  fee  a  man  of  fenfe  find  leifure  and  hu- 
mour to  take  up  the  trade  for  his  own  and  our  di- 
verfion.  To  fpeak  in  the  town  phrafe,  it  is  a  bite  ; 
he  has  fully  had  his  jeft,  and  may  be  fatisfied. 

I  very  much  approve  the  ierious  air  he  gives 
himfelf  in  his  introduction  and  conclufion,  which  has 
gone  far  to  give  fome  people  of  no  mean  rank  an 
opinion  that  the  author  believes  himfelf.  "  He  tells 
"  us  he  places  the  whole  credit  of  his  art  on  the 
"  truth  of  thefe  predictions,  and  will  be  content  to 
"  be  hooted  by  Partridge  and  the  reft  for  a  cheat,  i£ 
"  he  fails  in  any  one  particular  ;"  with  feveral  other 
drains  of  the  fame  kind,  wherein  I  perfectly  be- 
lieve him  ;  and  that  he  is  very  indifferent  whether 
Ifaac  Bickerftaffbe  a  mark  of  infamy  or  not.  But 
it  Teems,  although  he  has  joined  an  odd  furname  to 
no  very  common  Chriftian  one,  that  in  this  large 
town  there  is  a  man  found  to  own  both  the  names, 
although,  I  believe,  not  the  paper. 

I  believe  it  is  no  fmall  mortification  to  this  gen- 
tleman-aftrologer,  as  well  as  his  bookfeller,  to  find 
their  piece,  which  they  fent  out  in  a  tolerable  print 
and  paper,  immediately  feized  on  by  three  or  four 
interloping  printers  o(-  Grubftreet,  the  title  ftuffed 
with  an  abitract  of  the  whole  matter,  together  with 
the  ftandard  epithets  of  ftran^e  and  worderjul,.  the 
price  brought  down  a  full  half,  which  was  but  a 
penny  in  its  prime,  and  bawled  about  by  hawkers 
of  the  inferior  clafs,  with  the  concluding  cadence 
of  a  halfpenny  a-piece.  But  fie  cecidit  Phaeton  : 
And,  to  comfort  him  a  little,  this  production  of 
mine  will  have  the  fame  fate:  To-morrow  will  my 
ears  be  grated  by  the  little  boys  and  wenches  in  ftraiv- 
hatS)  and  I  muft  an  hundred  times  undergo  the 
mortification  to  havs  my  own  work  offered  me  to 
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iale  at  an  under-value.  Then,  which  is  a  great 
deal  worfe,  my  acquaintance  in  the  coffee- houfe 
will  alk  me  whether  I  have  feen  the  Anfwer  to 
Squire  Bickerftaff's  predictions,  and  whether  I 
know  the  puppy  that  writ  it :  And  how  to  keep  a 
man's  countenance  in  fuch  a  juncture,  is  no  eafy 
point  of  conduct.  When,  in  this  cafe,  you  fee  a 
man  fliy  either  in  praiilng  or  condemning,  ready  to 
turn  off  the  difcourfe  to  another  fubject,  {landing 
as  little  in  the  light  as  he  can  to  hide  his  blufhing, 
pretending  to  fneeze  or  take  fnuff,  or  go  off,  as  if 
fudden  bufinefs  called  him ;  then  ply  him  clofe, 
obferve  his  looks  narrowly,  fee  whether  his  fpeech 
be  constrained  or  affected,  then  charge  him  fud- 
denly,  or  whifper  and  fmile,  and  you  will  foon  dif- 
cover  whether  he  be  guilty.  Although  this  feern 
not  to  the  purpofe  I  am  difcourfing  on,  yet  I  think 
it  to  be  fo  ;  tor  I  am  much  deceived  if  I  do  not 
know  the  true  author  of  Bickerflaff 's  Predictions, 
and  did  not  meet  with  him  ibme  days  ago  in  a  cof- 
feehoufe  at  Covent  Garden. 

As  to  the  matter  of  the  Predictions  themfelves,  I 
fhall  not  enter  upon  the  examination  of  them  ;  but 
think  it  very  incumbent  upon  the  learned  Mr. 
Partridge  to  take  them  into  his  confederation,  and 
lay  as  many  errors  in  aftrology  as  poffile  to  Mr. 
BickerftafF's  account.  He  may  juftly,  I  think, 
challenge  the  'Squire  to  pubifti  the  calculation  he 
has  made  of  Partridge's  nativity,  by  the  credit  of 
which  he  fo  determinately  pronounces  the  time  and 
the  manner  of  his  death  ;  and  Mr.  Bickerftaff  can. 
do  no  lefs,  in  honour,  than  give  Mr.  Partridge  the 
fame  advantage  of  calculating  his,  by  fending  him 
an  account  of  the  time  and  place  of  his  birth,  with 
other  particulars  necefTary  for  fuch  a  work.  By 
which.,  no  doubt,  the  learned  world  will  be  engaged 
in  the  difpute,  and  take  part  on  each  fide  according 
as  they  are  inclined. 
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I  fhould  likewife  advife  advife  Mr.  Partridge  to 
inquire,  why  Mr.  Bickerftaff  does  not  fo  much  as 
offer  at  one  prediction  to  be  fulfilled  until  two 
months  after  the  time  of  publifhing  his  paper  ? 
This  looks  a  little  fufpicious,  as  if  he  were  defirous 
to  keep  the  world  in  play  as  long  as  he  decently 
could,  elfe  it  were  hard  he  could  not  afford  us  one 
prediction  between  this  and  the  ayth  of  March ; 
which  is  not  fo  fair  dealing  as  we  have,  even  from 
Mr.  Partridge  and  his  brethren,  who  gave  us  their 
predictions  (fuch  as  they  are  indeed)  for  every 
month  in  the  year. 

There  is   one  pafiage  in  Mr.  Bickerftaff's  paper 
that  feems  to  be   as  high  a  (train  of  alTurance  as  I 
have  any  where  met  with.    It  is  that  prediction  for 
the  month   of  June  which  relates  to  the  French 
prophets  here  in  town  ;  where  he  tells  us,  "  They 
"  will  utterly  difperfe,  by  feeing   the  time  come, 
•*  wherein  their  prophecies  Ihould  be  fulfilled,  and 
then  finding  themfelves  deceived  by  contrary  c- 
vents.1    Upon  which  he  adds,  with  great  reafon, 
41  his  wonder  how  any  deceiver  can  be  fo  weak,  to 
"  foretel  things    near  at  hand,  when  a  very  few 
"  months  muft  difcover  the  impofhire  to   all  the 
"  world."     This  is  fpoken  with  a  great  deal  of  af- 
fected unconcernednefs,  as   if  he   would    have  us 
think  himfelf  to  be  not  under  the  leaft  apprehen- 
ilon,  that  the  fame  in  two  months  will  be  his  own 
cafe.     With  refpect  to  the  gentleman,  I  do  not  re- 
member to  have  heard  of  fo  refined  and  pleafant  a 
piece  of  impudence,  which,  I  hope,  the  author  will 
not  refent  as  an  uncivil  word,  becaufe  I  am  fure  I: 
enter  into  his  tafte,  and    take  it   as  he  meant  it. 
However,  he  half  deferves  a  reprimand  for  writing 
with  fo  much  fcorn  and  contempt  for  the   under- 
ftandings  of  the  majority. 

For  the  month  of  July,  he  tells  us  of  "  a  gene- 
"  ral,  who  by  a  glorious  action,  will  recover  the 
*  reputation  he  ioft  by  former  misfortunes,"  This 
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is  commonly  underftood  to  be  Lord  Galloway ; 
who,  if  he  be  already  dead,  as  fome  news- papers 
have  it,  Mr.  Bickerftaff  has  made  a  trip.  But  this 
I  do  not  much  infill  on  ;  for  it  is  hard  if  another 
general  cannot  be  found  under  the  fame  circum- 
ftances,  to  whom  this  prediction  may  be  as  well 
applied. 

The  French  King's  death  is  very  punctually  re- 
lated ;  but  it  was  unfortunate  to  make  him  die  at 
Marli,  where  he  never  goes  at  that  feafon  of  the 
year,  as  I  obferved  myfelf  during  three  years  i  paf- 
fed  in  that  kingdom  :  And,  difcourfing  fome 
months  ago  with  Mcnfieur  Tallard,  about  the 
French  court,  I  find  that  King  never  goes  to  Marli 
for  any  time,  but  about  the  feafon  of  hunting  there, 
which  is  not  till  Auguft.  So  that  here  was  an  un- 
lucky flip  of  Mr.  Bickerjftaff,  for  want  of  foreign 
education. 

He  coucludes  with  refuming  his  promife,  of 
pubiifhing  entire  predictions  for  the  next  year  ;  of 
which  the  other  aftrologers  need  not  be  in  very 
much  pain.  I  fuppofe  we  fhall  have  th^m  much 
about  the  fame  time  with  The  General  Hiftory  of 
Ears,  I  believe  we  have  done  with  him  forever  in 
this  kind ;  and,  though  I  am  no  aftrologer?  may 
veture  to  prophefy,  that  Ifaac  B'.ckerftaff,  E*q;  is 
now  dead,  and  died  juft  at  the  time  his  Predictions 
were  ready  for  che  prels  :  That  he  dropt  out  of 
the  clouds  about  nine  days  ago,  and,  in  about  four 
hours  after,  mounted  up  thither  again  like  a  va- 
pour ;  and  will,  one  day  or  other,  perhaps  defcend 
a  fecond  time,  when  he  has  fome  new,  agreeable, 
or  amufing  whimfy  to  pafs  upon  the  town  ;  where- 
in, it  is  very  propablc,  he  will  fucceed  as  .often  as 
he  is  difpofed  to  try  the  experiment,  that  is,  as 
Long  as  he  can  preferve  a  thorough  contempt  for 
his  own  time  and  other  people  underftandings,  and 
is  refolved  not  to  laugh  cheaper  than  at  the  expence, 
of  a  million  of  people. 

HINTS 
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GOOD    MANNERS. 


OOD  Manners  is  the  art  of  making  every  rea- 
fonable  perfon  in  the  company  eafy,  and  to 
be  eafy  ourfelves. 

What  pafTeth  for  good-manners  in  the  world, 
generally  produceth  quite  contrary  effects. 

Many  perfons  of  both  fexes,  whom  I  have  known, 
and  who  patted  for  well-bred  in  their  own,  and  the 
world's  opinion,  are  the  moft  troublefome  in  com- 
pany to  others  and  themfelves. 

Nothing  is  fo  great  sin  inftance  of  ill  manners  as 
flattery.  If  you  flatter  all  the  company,  you  pleafe 
none  ;  if  you  flatter  only  one  or  two,  you  affront 
the  reft. 

Flattery  is  the  worft  and  falfefl  way  of  fhewing 
our  eileem. 

Where  company  meets,  I  am  confident  the  few 
reafonable  perfons  are  every  minute  tempted  to 
curfe  the  man  or  woman  among  them,  who  en- 
deavours to  be  moft  diftinguifhed  for  their  good 
manners. 

^  A  man  of  fenfe  would  rather  faft  till  night,  than 
dine  at  fome  tables,  where  the  lady  of  the  houfe  is 
pofTeiTed  with  good-manners  $  uneafmefs,  prefilng 

to 
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to  eat,  teazing  with  civility  ;  lefs  practifed  in  Eng- 
land than  here. 

Courts  are  the  worfl  of  all  fchools  to  teach 
good-manners. 

A  courtly  bow,  or  gait,  or  drefs,  are  no  part  of 
good-manners.  And  therefore,  every  man  of  good 
understanding  is  capable  of  being  well-bred  upon 
any  occaiion. 

To  fpeak  in  fuch  a  manner  as  may  poffibly  of- 
fend any  reafonable  perfon  in  company,  is  the 
higheft  inftance  of  ill-manners. 

Good-manners  chiefly  confift  in  action,  not  in 
words.  Modefty  and  humility  the  chief  ingredi- 
ents. 

I  have  known  the  court  of  England  under  four 
reigns,  the  two  laft  but  for  a  ihort  time ;  and, 
whatever  good-manners  or  politenefs  I  obferved  in 
either  of  them,  was  not  of  the  court-growth,  but 
imported.  For  a  courtier  by  trade,  as  gentlemen- 

ufhers,  bedchamber-women,  maids  of  honour, 

******* 

Of  good-manners  as  to  converfation. 

Men  of  wit  and  good  understanding,  as  "well  as 
breeding,  are  fometimes  deceived,  and  give  offence 
by  conceiving  a  better  opinion  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  converfe  than  they  ought  to  do.  Thus  I  have 
often  known  the  moft  innocent  raillery,  and  even 
of  thai  kind  which  was  meant  for  praife,  to  be 
miftaken  for  abufe  and  reflection. 

Of  gibing,  and  how  gibers  ought  to  fufFer. 

Of  arguers,  perpetual  contradictors,  long  talkers, 
who  are  abfent  in  company,  interrupters,  not  lift- 
ners,  loud  laughers. 

Of  thofe  men  and  women,  whofe  face  is  ever  in 
a  fmile,  talk  ever  with  a  fmile,  condole  with  a 
fmile,  &c. 

Argument,  as  ufually  managed,  is  the  worft  fort 
of  converfation ;  as  it  is  generally  in  books  the 
worft  fort  of  reading. 

Good 
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Good  converfation  is  not  to  be  expected  in  much 
company,  becaufe  few  liften,  and  there  is  continual 
interruption.  But  good  or  ill  manners  are  difco- 
vered,  let  the  company  be  ever  ib  large. 

Perpetual  aiming  at  wit,  a  very  bad  part  of  con- 
verfation It  is  done  to  fupport  a  character  ;  It 
generally  fails  :  it  is  a  fort  of  infult  on  the  compa- 
ny, and  a  confrraint  upon  the  fpeaker. 

For  a  man  to  talk  in  his  own  .trade  or  bufi- 
nefs,  or  faculty,  is  a  great  breach  of  good»manners. 
Divines,  phyilcians,  lawyers,  foldiers,  particularly 
poets,  are  frequently  guilty  ot  this  vveaknefs.  A 
poet  conceives  that  the  whole  kingdom 
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RESOLUTIONS 

WHEN  I  GOME  TO  BE  OLD. 

Written  in  the  Year  M,DC,XCIX. 

"VTOT  to  marry  a  young  woman. 

•^    Not  to  keep  young  company,  unlefs  they  reat- 

lv  defire  it. 

4 

Not  to  be  peevifh,  or  morofe,  or  fufpicious. 

Not  to  fcorn  prefeftt  ways,  or  wits,  or  fafhions, 
or  men,  or  war,  &c. 

Not  to  be  fond  of  children. 

Not  to  tell  the  fame  ilory  over  and  over  to  the 
fame  people. 

Not  to  be  covetous. 

Not  to  neglect  decency,  or  cleanlinefs,  for  feat 
of  falling  into  naftinefs. 

Not  to  be  over  fevere  with  young  people,  but 
give  allowance  for  their  youthful  follies  and  weak- 
lie  fTes. 

Not  to  be  influenced  by,  or  give  ear  to  knavifli 
tattling  fervants,  or  others. 

Not  to  be  too  free  of  advice,  nor  trouble  any  but 
thofe  who  defire  it. 

To  delire  fome  good  friends  to  inform  me  which 
of  thefe  rcfolutions  I  break  or  neglect,  and  where- 
in ;  and  reform  accordingly. 

Not  to  talk  much,  nor  of  myfelf. 

Not  to  boaft  of  my  former  beauty,  or  ftrength, 
or  favour  with  ladies,  <&c. 

Not  to  hearken  to  flatteries,  nor  conceive  I  can 
be  believed  by  a  young  woman  ;  et  eos  qui  her  edit  a* 
tern  capt ant)  odijje  ac  vitare. 

Not  to  be  pofitive  or  opinionative. 

Not  to  fet  up  fox  oble- ving  all  thefe  rules,  for 
fear  I  fhould  obferve  none. 

VOL.  XII.  T  LAWS 


r  218  3 


LAWS 
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DEAN's   SERVANT  S. 


DECEMBER  7th,  MJBCC.XXXIII. 

TF  either  of  the  two  men-fervants  be  drunk,  lie 
•*•  fliall  pay  an  Englifh  crown  out  of  his  wages  for 
the  faid  offence,  by  giving  the  Dean  a  receipt  for 
ib  much  wages  received. 

When  the  Dean  is  at  home,  no  fervent  fliall 
prefume  to  be  abfent,  without  giving  notice  to  the 
l)ean,  and  alking  leave,  upon  the  forfeiture  of 
fixpence  for  every  half  hour  that  he  is  abfent,  to 
be  ftopt  out  of  his  or  her  board-wages. 

When  the  Dean  is  abroad,  no  fervant,  except 
the  woman,  fhall  prefume  to  leave  the  houfe  for 
above  one  half  hour;  after  which,  for  every  half-- 
hour's  abfence  he  fliall  forfeit  fixpence  :  And,  if 
the  other  fervant  goes  out  before  the  fir  ft  returns, 
he  fhall  pay  five  fhillings  out  of  his  wages,  as  a- 

bove. 

Whatever  fervant  fhall  be  taken  in  a  manifeft  lie, 
{hall  forfeit  one  fliilling  out  of  his  or  her  board- 
wages. 

When  the  Dean  goes  about  the  houfe,  or  out- 
houfes,  or  garden,  or  to  Naboth's  vineyard,  what- 
ever things  he  finds  out  of  order,  by  neglecl:  of  any 
fervant  under  whofe  care  it  was,  that  fervant  fhali 

forfeit 
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forfeit  fixpence,  and  fee  to  get  it  mended  as  foon  as 
poilible,  or  fuffer  more  forfeitures  at  the  Dean's 
difcretion. 

If  two  fervants  be  abroad  together  when  the 
Dean  is  from  home,  and  the  fact  be  concealed 
from  the  Dean,  the  concealer  fhall  forfeit  two 
crowns  out  of  his  or  her  wages,  as  above. 

If,  in  wailing  at  table,  the  two  fervar.ts  be  out 
of  the  room  together,  without  orders,  the  la  ft  who 
went  out  fhall  forfeit  threepence  out  of  his  board- 


The  woman  may  go  out  when  the  Dean  is  abroad 
for  one  hour,  but  no  longer,  under  the  fame  pe- 
nalty with  the  men  :  But  provided  the  two  men- 
fervants  keep  the  houfe  until  flie  returns  ;  other- 
wife,  either  of  the  fervants,  who  goes  out  before 
her  return,  (hall  forfeit  a  crown  out  of  his  wages, 
as  above. 

Whatever  other  kws  the  Dean  fhall  think  fit  to 
make,  at  any  time  to  come,  for  the  government  of 
his  fervants,  and  forfeitures  for  neglect  or  difobe- 
dience,  all  the  fervants  fhall  be  bound  to  fubmit 
to. 

"Whatever  other  fervant,  except  the  woman, 
fhall  prefume  to  be  drunk,  the  other  two  fervants 
fhall  inform  the  Dean  thereof,  under  pain  of  for- 
feiting two  crowns  out  of  his  or  her  wages,  befides 
the  forfeiture  of  a  crown  from  the  faid  fervant  who 
was  drunk, 
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QUAKER' 


LETTER    from    PHILADELPHIA, 


o 


JONATHAN  SWIFT  IN  DUBLIN. 

i 

Chilad,  March  29.  1729. 
Friend  JONATHAN  SWIFT, 

TTAviNG  been  often  agreeably  amufed  by  thy 
•*"*•  tale,  <&c,  &c.  and  being  now  loading  a  fmall 
fbip  for  Dublin,  I  have  fent  thee  a  gammon,  the 
product  of  the  wilds  of  America ;  which  perhaps 
may  not  be  unacceptable  at  thy  table,  fince  it  is  on- 
ly defigned  to  let  thee  know  that  thy  wit  and 
parts  are  in  efteem  at  this  diftance  from  the 
place  of  thy  refidence.  Thee  need  afk  no  queftions 
who  this  comes  from,  fiace  I  am  a  perfect  it  ranger 

to  ihwc. 

' 

C  H  A  R  A  C, 
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MRS.     II 
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Written  in  the  Year  M,DCC5xxvir. 


T  SHALL  fay  nothing  of  her  wit  or  beauty,  whk>- 

•••  are  allowed  by  all  perfons  who  can  judge  of  ei- 

ther, when  they  hear  or  fee  her.     Beiides,  beauty 

.being  traniient,    and  a  triile,  cannot  juftly   make 

.part  of  a  character.     And  I  leave  others  to  cek- 

ibrate  her  wit,  becaufe  it  wHl  be  of  no.  life  in  thar. 

-.part    of  her    char  after   which   I    intend   to   draw.. 

•Neither  (hall  I  relate  any  part   of  her  hiftory,  fur- 

rther   than,    that    fhe    went,  in   the    prime    of  her 

youtii,  to  the  Court  of  Hanover  with  her  huftiand,. 

:and  became    of   the   bed-chamber    to   the    prefenc 

-jP-rincefs  of  Wales,    living   in    expectation    of  the 

Queen's    *   death:  Upon  which,  event   fhe   came 

over  with  her  Miftrefs,  and  hath  ever  fince  conti- 

.nued   in  her  fervice;  where,  from  the  attendance 

daily  paid  her  by  the  minifters,  and  all  expedtants3 

fhe  is  reckoned  much  the  greateft  favourite  of  the- 

Court  at  Leiceder-houfe  :   A   fituation  which  ilie 

hath  long  affected  to  defire  that  itmighi:  not  b&  be- 

lieved* 

*  Q^een  Anne, 

T-  3  There-, 
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There  is  no  politician  who  more  carefully 
watches  the  motions  and  difpofiuons  of  things  and 
perfons  at  St.  James's,  nor  can  form  his  language 
with  a  more  imperceptible  dexterity  to  the  prefent 
pofture  of  a  court,  or  more  early  forefee  what 
ftyle  may  be  proper  upon  any  approaching  juncture 
of  affairs,  whereof  ilie  can  gather  early  intelli- 
gence without  alking  it,  and  often  when  even  thofe 
from  Whom  fhe  hath  it  are  not  fenfible  that  they 
are  giving  it  to  her,  but  equally  with  others  admire- 
her  fagacity.  Sir  Robert  Walpole  and  ihe  both- 
think  they  underftand  each  other,  and  are  both 
equally  miftaken. 

"With  perfons  where  (lie  is  to  manage,  fhe  is  \e~ 
ry  dextrous  in  that  point  of  fkill  which  the  French 
call  tater  le  pave  ;  with  others  fhe  is  a  great'  vindi- 
cator of  all   prefent  proceedings,   but   in    fuch    a 
manner,  as  if  fhe  were  under  no   concern  further 
than  her  own  conviction,  and  wondering   how  any 
body  can    think    otherwife.     And    the   danger   is, 
that  fhe  may  come  in  time  to  believe  herfelf  ;  which, 
under  a  change  of  princes  and   a   great  addition  o£ 
credit  might  have  bad  confequences.     She  is  a  moft 
-tinconfcionable  dealer;  for,  in   a  return  of  a  few 
good  words,  which  fhe  gives  to  her  lords  and  gen- 
tlemen daily  waiters  before  their  faces,  fhe  gets  ten 
thoufand  from  them  behind  her  back  which  are  of 
real  fervice  to  her  character.     The  credit  fhe  hath 
is  managed  with  the  utmoft  thrift  ;  and  whenever 
ihe  employs  it,  which  is  very  rarely,  it  is  only  upon 
fuch  occafions,  where  fhe  is  fure  to  get  much  more 
than  fhefpends.  For  initance,  flie  would  readily  prefs 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  to  do  fome  favour  for  Colonel 
Churchill,  or  Doddington  ;  the  Prince,  for  a  mark 
of  grace  to  Mr.  Schutz  ;  and  the  Princefs  to  be  kind 
to  Mrs.  Clayton.  She  fometimes  falls  into  the  general 
miftake  of  all  courtiers,  which  is  that  of  not  fail- 
ing her  talents  to  the  abilities  of  others,  but  think- 
ing- 
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ing  thofe  (he  deals  wkh  to  have  lefs  art  than  they 
really  poffefs ;  fo  that  fhe  may  poilib'y  be  deceived 
when  ihe  thinks  (he  deceiveth. 

In  all  offices  of  life,  except  thcfe  of  a  courtier, 
fhe  ac"h  with  juftice,  generofity,  and  truth.  She 
is  ready  to  do  good  as  a  private  perfon,  and  I  would 
almoft  think  in  chanty  that  he  will  not  do  harm  as 
a  courtier,  unlefs  to  pleafe  thofe  in  chief  power. 

In  religion  fhe  is  at  leaft  a  Lcuitud'mamn,  being 
not  an  enemy  to  books  written  by  the  Free- thinkers ; 
and  herein  ihe  is  the  more  blamcable,  becaufe  {he 
hath  too  much  morality  to  ftand  rn  need  of  them, 
requiring  only  a  due  degree  of  faith  for  putting 
her  in  the  road  to  falvation.  I  fpeak  this  of  her 
as  a  private  Lady,  not  as  a  Court-favour  ire  ;  for, 
in  the  latter  capacity,  flie  can  {hew  neither  faith 
nor  works. 

If  ihe  had-  never  feen  a  court,  it  is  not  impofHble 
that  fhe  might  have  been  a  friend. 

She  abounds  in  good  words  and  exprefEons  of 
good  wifhes,  and  will  concert  a  hundred  fchemes 
for  the  fervice  of  thofe  whom  fhe  would  be  thought 
to  favour  :  Schemes  that  fometimes  arife  from, 
them,  and  fometimes  from  herfelf;  although  at 
the  fame  time,  fhe  very  well  knows  them  to  be 
without  the  leaft  probability  of  fucceeding.  But,  to 
do  her  juftice,  fhe  never  feeds  or  deceives  any  per- 
fon  with  promifes,  where  fhe  doth  not  at  the  fame 
time  intend  a  degree  of  flncerity. 

She  is,  upon  the  whole,  an  excellent  companion 
for  men  of  the  beft  accomplishments,  who  have 
nothing  to  defire  or  expect,. 

What  part  fhe  may  act  hereafter  in  a  larger 
fphere,  as  Lady  of  the  bed-chamber  to  a  great 

Q^ n,  (upon  fuppofing  the  death  of  his   prefent 

Majefty  *,  a-nd  the  Earl  of  Suffolk,  to  whofe  title 
her  hufband  fucceeds)  and  in  high  efteem  with  &- 

*  George  the  Firft, 
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j£ g,  neither  (lie  nor  I  can  foretel.     My  own 

opinion  is  natural  and  obvious,  that  her  talents  as 
a  courtier  \vill  fpreud,  enlarge,  and  multiply  to 
fuch  a  degree,  that  her  private  virtues*  for  want  06 
room  and  time  to  operate,  will  be  laid  up  clean  (like 
clothes  in  a  cheft)  to  be  ufed  and  put  on,  whenever 
fatiety,  or  ibme  reverfe  of  fortune,  or  increafc  of 
ill  health,  (to  which  laft  fhe  is  fubject)  ill  all  difpofe 
her  to  retire.  In  the  mean  time,  it  will  be  her 
wifdom  to  take  care  that  they  may  not  be  tarniflied 
or  moth  eaten,  for  want  of  airing,  and  turning  \\\ 
leail  once  a  year. 


CHAR  AC- 


c  225 


CHARACTER 

O    F 

DOCTOR     SHERIDAN. 

Written  in  the  Year  M.DCC  xxxvin 


R.  THOMAS  SHERIDAN  died  at  Rathfarnam 
the  tenth  of  October  1738.  at  three  of  the 
I  clock  in  the  afternoon  :  His  difeafes  were  a  dropfy 
and  afthma.  He  was  doubtlefs  the  beft  inflruclor 
of  youth  in  thefe  kingdoms,  or  perhaps  in  Europe; 
and  as  great  a  mailer  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
languages.  He  had  a  very  fruitful  invention,  and 

*  r 

a  talent  for  poetry.  His  Englifh  verfes  were  full 
of  wit  and  humour,  but  neither  his  profe  nor  verfe 
fufficiently  correct  :  However,  he  would  readily 
fubmit  to  any  friend  who  had  a  true  tafte  in  prole 
or  verfe,  He  hath  left  behind  him  a  very  great 
collection,  in  feveral  volumes  of  ftories,  humorous, 
witty,  wife,  or  fome  way  ufeful,  gathered  from  a 
vaft  number  of  Greek,  R.oman,  Italian,  Spanifh, 
French,  and  Englidi  writers.  I  believe  I  may  have 
ieen  about  thirty  large  enough  to  make  as  many 

I  moderate  books  inodlavo.  But,  among  thofe  extracts, 
there  were  many  not  worth  regard  ;  for  live  in  fix, 

|  at  leaft,  were  of  little  ufe  or  entertainment.  He 
was  (as  it  is  frequently  the  cafe  in  men  of  wit  and 
learning)  what  the  French  call  a  Dupe,  and  in  a 
very  high  degree.  The  greateft  Dunce  of  a  tradef- 

man 
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man  could  impofe  upon  him,  for  he  was  altogether 
ignorant  of  worldly  management.  His  chief  ihin- 
ing  quality  was  that  of  a  fchoolmafter  ;  here  he 
ihone  in  his  proper  element.  He  had  fo  much  {kill 
and  practice  in  the  phyiiognomy  of  boys,  that  he 
rarely  miftook  at  the  fir  ft  view.  His  fcholars  loved 
and  feared  him.  He  often  rather  chofe  co  (hame 
the  fbupid,  but  punifhed  the  id's,  and  expofed  them 
to  all  the  lads,  which  was  more  fevere  than  ladl- 
ing. Amon*  the  rentlemen  in  this  kingdom  who- 

^  *-^  -.      _-~ 

have  any  ihare  of  education,  the  fcholars  ot  Dr. 
Sheridan  infinitely  excel,  in  number  and  know- 
ledge, all  their  brethren  fent  from  other  fchools, 

To  look  on  the  Doctor  in  fome  other  light;;,  he 
v/ns  in  many  things  very  indifcreet,  to  fay  no  worfe, 
He  acted  like  too  many  clergymen,  wlio  are  in~ 
hafte  to  be  married  when  very  young  .  and  from 
hence  proceeded  all  the  rniferies  of  his  life.  The 
portion  he  got  proved  to  be  juft  the  reverfe  of 
500  1.  for  he  was  poorer  by  a  thoufand  :  So  many 
incumbrances  of  a  mother-in-law,  and  poor  rela- 
tions, whom  he  was  forced  to  fupport  for  many 
years.  Inftead  of  breeding  up  his  daughters  to 
houfewifery  and  plain  cloaths,  he  got  them,  at  a 
great  expcnce,  to  be  clad  like  ladies  who  had 
plentiful  fortunes ;  made  them  only  learn  to  fing 
and  dance,  to  draw  and  defign,  to  give  them 
rich  fiiks,  and  other  fopperies ;  and  his  two 
eldeft  were  married  without  his  confent,  to 
young  lads  who  had  nothing  to  fettle  on  them. 
However,  he  had  a  fon,  whom  the  Doctor  fent  to 
Weftminfter  fchool,  although  he  could  ill  afford  it. 
The  boy  was  there  immediately  taken  notice  of,  upon, 
examination ;  although  a  mere  ftranger,  he  was 
by  pure  merit  elected  a  King's  fcholar.  It  is  true 
their  maintenance  falls  fomething  fhort  :  The 
Doctor  was  then  fo  poor,  that  he  could  not  add 
fourteen  pounds  to  enable  the  boy  to  finifh  the 
year;  which,  if  he  had  done,  he  would  have  been 

removed: 
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removed  to  a  higher  chfs,  and,  in  another  year, 
would  have  been  iped  off  (that  is  the  phraie)  to  a 
fellowlhip  in  Oxford  or  Cambridge  :  But  the  Doc- 
tor was  forced  to  recal  him  to  Dublin,  ana  had 
friends  in  our  university  to  fend  him  there,  where 
he  hath  been  chofen  of  the  foundation  ;  and,  I 
think,  hath  gotten  an  exhibition,  and  deiigns  to 
Hand  for  a  fellowship. 

The  Doctor  had  a  good  church-living,  in  the 
fouth  parts  of  Ireland,  given  him  by  Lord  Carte- 
ret  ;  who,  being  very  learned  himfelf,  encourageth 
it  in  others.  A  friend  of  the  Doctor's  prevailed  on 
His  Excellency  to  grant  it.  The  living  was  well 
worth  150  /.  per  annum.  He  changed  it  very  foon 
for  that  of  Dunboyn  ;  which,  by  the  knavery  of 
the  farmers  and  power  of  the  gentlemen,  fell  fo 
very  low,  that  he  could  never  get  80  1.  He  then 
changed  that  living  for  the  free-fchool  of  Cavan, 
where  he  might  have  lived  well,  in  fo  cheap  a 
country,  on  80  1.  falary  per  annum,  befides  his 
fchoiars  :  But  the  air,  he  faid,  was  too  moift  and 
unwholefome,  and  he  could  not  bear  the  company 
of  fome  peribns  in  that  neighbourhood.  Upon 
this  he  fold  the  fchool  for  about  400  1.  fpent  the 
money,  grew  into  difeafes,  and  died. 

It  would  be  very  honourable,  as  well  as  juft,  in 
thofe  many  perfons  of  quality  and  fortune,  who 
had  the  advantage  of  being  educated  under  Doctor 
Sheridan,  if  they  would  pleafe  to  erect  fome  decent 
monument  over  his  body,  in  the  church  where  it 
is  depoiited. 
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Written  in  the  Year  n,Dcc;xxiX. 

HE  became  acquainted  with  a  perfon  diftinguifh- 
ed  for  poetical  and  other  writings,  and  in  an 
eminent  ftation,  who  treated  him  with  great  kind- 
nefs  on  all  occadons,  and  he  became  familiar  in  this 
perfon's  houfe  f.  In  three  months  time,  Solomon, 
without  the  leaft  provocation,  writ  a  long  poem, 
defcribing  that  perfon's  mufe  to  be  dead,  and  mak- 
ing a  funeral  folemnity  with  alles,  owls,  &c.  and 
gave  the  copy  among  all  his  acquaintance. 

Solomon  became  acquainted  with  a  mod  deferv- 
ing  lady,  an  intimate  friend  of  the  above  perfon  f , 
who  entertained  him  alfo  as  {he  would  a  brother  ; 
and,  upon  giving  him  a  little  good  advice,  in  the 
moft  decent  manner,  with  relation  to  his  wife,  he 
told  her,  She  was  like  other  women,  as  bad  as 
flic  was,  and  that  they  were  all  alike  :  Although 
his  wife  be,  in  every  regard  except  gallantry,  (which 
no  creature  would  attempt)  the  moft  difagreeable 
beaft  in  Europe. 
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He  lets  his  wife  (whom  he  pretends  to  hate  as 
fhedeferves)  govern,  infulc^  and  ruin  him,  as  ihe 
pleafes.  Her  character  is  this  :  Her  perion  is  de- 
teftably  difagreeable  ;  a  moft  filthy  flut ;  lazy,  and 
flothful,  and  luxurious,  ill-natured,  envious,  fuf- 
picious  ;  a  fcold,  expenflve  on  herielf,  covetous  to 
others  :  She  takes  thieves  and  whores,  for  cheap- 
nefs,  to  be  her  fervants,  and  turns  them  off  every 
week  :  Positive,  infolent  ;  an  ignorant,  prating, 
overweening  fool  ,  a  lover  of  the  dirtieft,  meaneft 
company  :  An  abominable  tatler,  affecting  to  be 
jealous  of  her  hufband  with  ladies  of  the  beft  rank 
and  merit,  and  merely  out  of  affectation  for  perfect 
vanity. 

Solomon  has  no  ill  defign  upon  any  body  but 
himfelf,  and  he  is  the  greateft  deceiver  of  himfelf 
on  all  occafions. 

His  thoughts  are  fudden,  and  the  moft  unreafon- 
able  always  comes  uppermoft ;  and  he  conftantly 
refolves  and  acts  upon  his  firft  thoughts,  and  then 
afks  advice,  but  never  once  before. 

The  perfon  above-mentioned,  whom  he  lam- 
pooned in  three  months  after  their  acquaintance, 
procured  him  a  good  preferment  from  the  Lord 
Lieutenant.  Upon  going  down  to  take  pofftfiion, 
Solomon  preached,  at  Cork,  a  fermon  on  King 
George's  birth-day,  on  this  text,  Sufficient  to  the  day 
is  the  evil  thereof.  Solomon  having  been  famous  for 
a  high  Tory,  and  fufpecled  as  a  Jacobite,  it  was  a 
moft  difficult  thing  to  get  any  thing  for  him  :  But 
that  perfon,  being  an  old  friend  of  Lord  Carterer, 
prevailed  againft  all  Solomon's  enemies,  and  got 
him  made  likewife  one  of  his  Excellency's  chap- 
lains. But,  upon  this  fermon,  he  was  ftruck  out 
of  the  lift,  and  forbid  the  caitle,  until  that  fame 
perfon  brought  him  again  to  the  Lieutenant,  and 
made  them  friends. 

A  fancy  fprung  in  Solomon's  head,  that  a  houfe 
near  Dublin  would  be  commodious  tor  him  and 
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liis  boarders,  to  lodge  in  on  Saturdays  and  Sun-* 
days  :  Immediately,  without  confulting  any  crea- 
ture, betakes  a  leafe  of  a  rotten  houfe  at  llathfar- 
nam,  the  worft  air  in  Ireland,  for  999  years,  at 
twelve  pounds  a-year;  the  land,  which  was  only  a 
fh'ip  of  ground,  not  being  worth  twenty  (hillings 
a-year.  When  the  fame  perfon  whom  he  lam- 
pooned heard  the  thing,  he  begged  Solomon  to 
get  a  claufe  of  furrender,  and  at  laft  prevailed  to 
have  ii  done  after  twenty- one  years ;  becaufe  it  was 
a  madnefs  to  pay  eleven  pounds  a-year,  for  a  thou- 
iand  years,  for  a  houfe  that  could  not  laft  twenty. 
But  Solomon  made  an  agreement  \vith  his  land- 
lady, that  he  fliould  be  at  liberty  to  furrender  his 
leaf'-  in  feven  years  ;  and,  if  he  did  not  do  it  at 
that  time,  fhould  be  obliged  to  keep  it  for  999 
years.  In  the  mean  time,  he  expends  about  one 
hundred  pounds  on  the  houfe  and  garden-wail; 
and,  in  leis  than  three  years,  contracts  fuch  a  hat- 
red to  the  houfe,  that  he  lets  it  run  to  ruin  :  So 
that,  when  the  feven  years  are  expired,  he  muft 
either  take  it  for  the  remainder  of  the  999  years, 
or  be  fued  for  wafte,  and  lofe  all  the  money  he  laid 
out :  And  now  he  pays  twelve  pounds  a  year  for  a 
place  he  never  fees. 

Solomon  has  an  eftate  cf  about  thirty-five  pounds 
per  annum,  in  the  county  of  C.ivan  ;  upon  which, 
•inftead  of  ever  receiving  one  penny  rent,  he  hath 
expended  above  thirty  pounds  per  annum^  in  build- 
ings and  plantations,  which  are  all  gone  to  ruin. 

Solomon  is  under-tenant  to  a  Bifhop's  leafe  :  He 
is  bound  by  articles  to  his  Lord  (hip  to  renew  and 
pay  a  fine,  whenever  the  Bifhop  renews  with  his 
landlord,  and  to  raife  his  rent  as  the  landlord  fhall 
raife  it  ta  the  Biihop.  Seven  years  expire  :  Solo- 
mon's landlord  demands  a  fine,  which  he  readily 
pays ;  then  alks  for  a  leafe  :  The  landlord  fays,  he 
may  have  it  at  any  time.  He  never  gets  it.  An- 
other feven  years  elapfe :  Solomon's  landlord  de- 
mands 
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niands  another  fine,  and  an  additional  rent :  Solo- 
mon pays  both  ;  afl-is  to  have  his  leafe  renewed  : 
The  fteward  anfwers,  he  will  fpenk  to  his  mafter. 
Seventeen  years  are  elapfed  :  The  landlord  fends 
Solo -non  word  that  his  leafe  is  forfeited,  becaufe 
fee  hath  not  renewed  and  paid  his  fines  according 
to  articles ;  and  now  they  are  at  law  upon  this  ad- 
mirable cafe. 

It  is  Solomon's  great  happinefs,  that,  when  he 
acts  in  the  common  concerns  of  life,  again  ft  com- 
mon fenfe  and  reafon,  he  values  himfelr"  thereup- 
on, as  if  it  were  the  mark  of  a  great  genius,  above 
little  regards  or  arts,  and  that  his  thoughts  are  too 
exalted  to  defcend  into  the  knowledge  of  vulgar 
management ;  and  you  cannot  make  him  a  greater 
compliment,  than  by  telling  inftances  to  the  com- 
pany, before  his  face,  how  carelefs  he  was  in  any 
affair  that  related  to  his  intereft  and  fortune. 

He  is  extremely  proud  and  captious,  apt  to-  refent 
as  an  affront  and  indignity,  what  was  never  intend- 
ed for  either. 

He  is  allured  as  eafily  by  every  new  acquaint- 
ance, efpecially  among  women,  as  a  child  is  by  a 
new  play-thing,  and  is  led  at  will  by  them  to  fufpect 
and  quarrel  with  his  beft  friends,  of  whom  he  hath 
loft  the  greateft  part,  for  want  of  that  indulgency 
which  they  ought  to  allow  for  his  failings. 

He  is  a  generous,  honeft,  good-natured  man  ; 
but  his  perpetual  want  of  judgement  and  difcre- 
tion,  makes  him  act  as  if  he  were  neither  generous, 
&cvneft,  nor  good-natured. 

The  perfon  above  mentioned,  whom  he  lam- 
pooned, and  to  xvhom  he  owes  his  preferment,  be- 
ing in  the  country  and  out  of  order  ;  Solomon  had 
appointed,  to  come  for  him  with  a  chaife,  and  bring 
him  to  town.  Solomon  fent  him  word  that  he  was 
to  let  out  on  Monday,  and  did  accordingly,  but  to 
another  part  of  the  kingdom,  thirty  miles  wide  of 
the  place  appointed,  in  compliment  t3  a  lady  who 

U   2  •         was 


232  The  HISTORY  of 

was  going  that  way  ;  there ftaidr  with  her  and  her 
family,  a  month,  then  fent  the  chaife,  in  the  midft 
of  winter,  to  bring  the  faid  perfon,  where  Solo- 
mon would  meet  him,  declaring  he  could  not  ven- 
ture himieif  ior  fear  of  the  fro  ft :  And  upon  the 
faid  perfon's  refuting  to  go  in  the  chaife  alone,  or 
to  truit  to  Solomon  s  appointment,  and  being  in  ill 
health  ;  Solomon  fell  into  a  formal  quarrel  with 
that  perfon,  and  foully  mifreprefentcd  the  whole 
affair  to  juftify  himfelf. 

Solomon  had  published  a  humorous  ballad,  cal- 
led Balyfpellin  *,  whither  he  had  gone  to  drink  the 
waters,  with  a  new  favourite  lady.  The  ballad  was 
in  the  manner  of  Mr.  Gay's  on  Molly  Mogg,  pre- 
tending to  contain  all  the  rhymes  of  Balyfpellin.. 
liis  friend,  the  perfon  fo  often  mentioned,  being 
at  a  gentleman's  houfe  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
merry  over  Solomon's  ballad,  they  agreed  to  make 
another,  in  difpraile  of  Balyfpellin-wells,  which 
Solomon  had  celebrated,  and  with  all  new  rhymes 
r»ot  made  ufe  of  in  Solomon's  f.  The  thing  was 
done,  and  all  in  a  mere  jeft  and  innocent  merri- 
ment. Yet  Solomon  was  prevailed  upon,  by  ths 
lady  he  went  with,  to  refent  this  as  an  affront  on 
her  and  himfelf ;  which  he  did  accordingly,  againft 
all  the  rules  of  reafon,  tafte,  good-nature,  judge- 
ment, gratitude,  or  common  manners.. 

He  will  invite  fix  or  more  people  of  condition  to 
cine  with  him  on  a  certain  day,  fome  of  them  liv- 
ing five  or  fix  miles  from  town.  On  the  day  ap- 
pointed he  will  be  abfent,  and  know  nothing  of  the- 
matter,  and  they  all  go  back  disappointed :  When 
he  is  told  of  this,  he  is  pleafed,  becaufe  it  fhews 
him  to  be  a  genius  and  a  man  of  learning. 

Having  lain  many  years  under  the  obloquy  of  a 
high  Tory  and  Jacobite,  upon  the  prefent  Queen's 
birth-day  he  write  a  long,  to  be  performed  before 
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I  the  government  and  thofe  who  attended  them,  in 

I  praife  of  the  Queen  and  the  King,  on  the  common 
topics  of  her  beauty,  wit,  family,  love  of  England, 
and  all  other  virtues,  wherein  the  King  and  the 
Royal  Children  were  fharcrs.  It  was  very  hard  to 

.  avoid  the  common  to-pics,  which  were  mentioned  in 
abundance.  A  young  collegian,  who  had  done  the 

:  fame  job  the  year  before,  got  fome  reputation  on  the 

:  account  of  his  wit :  Solomon  would  needs  vie  with 
him,  by  which  he  loft  all  the  efteem  of  his  old  friends 
the  Tories,  and  got  not  the  leaft  intereft  with  the 
Whigs ;  for  they  are  now  too  ftrong  to  want  advo- 
cates of  that  kind  :  And  therefore  one  of  the  Lords 

I  Juftices,  reading  the  verfes  in  fome  company,  faidP 
*'  Ah,  Doctor,  this  fhall  not  do."  His  name  was 
at  length  in  the  title-page  ;  and  he  did  this  without 

!  the  knowledge  or  advice  of  one  living  foul,  as  he 
Iiimfelf  confeiTeth. 

His  full  conviction  of  having  acted  wrong,  in  a 
hundred   inftances,  leaves   him   as   pofitive   in   the 

I  next  inftance  as  if  he  had  never  been  miftaken  in 
his  life  :  And  if  you  go  to  him  the  next  day,  and 
find  him  convinced  in  the  laft,  he  hath  another  in- 
ftance ready,  wherein  he  is  as  pofitive  as  he  was 
the  day  before. 
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MRS.  JOHNSON,  [STELLA.] 


'T'HISday,  being  Sunday,  January 28th,  1727-8, 
•*•  about  eight  o'clock  at  night,  a  fervant  brought 
me  a  note,  with  an  account  of  the  death  of  the 
trueft,  mo  ft  virtuous,  and  valuable  friend,  that  I, 
or  perhaps  any  other  perfon  ever  was  blefTed  with. 
She  expired  about  fix  in  the  evening  of  this  day  ; 
and,  as  foon  as  I  am  left  alone,  which  is  about  e- 
leven  at  night,  I  refolve,  for  my  own  fatisfaction, 
to  fay  fomething  of  her  life  and  character. 

She  was  born  at  Richmond  in  Surrey,  on  the 
thirteenth  day  ot  March,  in  the  year  1681.  Her 
father  \va^.  a  younger  brother  of  a  good  family  in 
Nottinghamshire,  her  mother  of  a  lower  degree  ; 
and  indeed  ilie  had  little  to  boaft  of  her  birth.  I 
knew  her  from  fix  years  old,  and  had  fome  fhare  in 
her  education,  by  directing  what  books  fhe  ihould 
read,  and  perpetually  inftrudling  her  in  the  principles 
of  honour  and  virtue  ;  from  which  (he  never  fwerv- 
cd  in  any  one  action  or  moment  of  her  life,  bhe 
was  ilckly  from  her  childhood  until  about  the  age 
of  fifteen  :  But  then  grew  into  perfect  health,  and 
was  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  moft  beautiful, 
graceful,  and  agreeable  young  women  in  London, 
only  a  little  too  fat.  Her  hair  was  blacker  than  a 
raven,  and  every  feature  of  her  face  in  perfection. 
She  lived  generally  in  the  country,  with  a  family, 
where  Ihe  contracted  an  intimate  friendfliip  with 

another 
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another  lady  *  of  more  advanced  years.  I  was 
then  (to  my  mortification)  fettled  in  Ireland ;  and, 
about  a  year  after,  going  to  viilt  my  friends  in 
England,  I  found  flie  was  a  little  uneafy  upon  the 
death  of  a  perfon  on  whom  fhe  had  fome  depen- 
dence. Her  fortune,  at  that  time,  was  in  all  not 
above  fifteen  hundred  pounds,  the  intereft  of 
which  was  but  a  fcanty  maintenance,  in  fo  dear  a 
country,  for  one  of  her  fpirit.  Upon  this  confider- 
ation,  and  indeed  very  much  for  my  own  fatisfac- 
tion,  who  had  few  fri-ends  or  acquaintance  in  Ire- 
land, I  prevailed  with  her  and  her  dear  friend  and 
companion,  the  other  lady,  to  draw  what  money 
they  had  into  Ireland,  a  great  part  of  their  fortune 
being  in  annuities  upon  funds.  Money  was  then  at 
ten  per  cent,  in  Ireland,  betides  the  advantage  of 
returning  it,  and  all  neceflaries  of  life  at  half  the 
price.  They  complied  with  my  advice,  and  foon 
after  came  over;  but,  I  happening  to  continue 
fbme  time  longer  in  England,  they  were  much  dif- 
couraged  to  live  in  Dublin,  where  they  were  whole- 
ly  ftrangers.  She  was  at  that  time  about  nineteen 
years  old,  and  her  perfon  was  foon  diftinguifhed. 
But  the  adventure  looked  fo  like  a  frolic,  the  cen- 
fure  held,  for  fome  time,  as  if  there  were  a  fecret 
hiftory  in  fuch  a  removal ;  which,  however,  foon 
blew  off  by  her  excellent  conduct.  She  came  over 
with  her  friend  on  the  in  the  year  170—  ; 

and  they  both  lived  together  until  this  day,  when 
death  removed  her  from  us.  For  fome  years  paft, 
fhe  had  been  viiited  with  continual  ill-health;  and 
feveral  times,  within  thefe  laft  two  years,  her  life 
was  defpaired  of.  But,  for  this  twelve-months 
'paft,  fhe  never  had  a  day's  health;  and,  properly 
(peaking,  fhe  hath  been  dying  fix  months,  but  kept 
alive,  almoft  againft  nature,  by  the  generous  kind- 
nefs  of  two  phyficians,  and  the  care  of  her  friends. 

*  Mrs,  Diogley, 

Thus 


On  MRS.  JOHNSON'S  DEATH. 

Thus  far  I  writ  the  fame  night  between  eleven  and 
twelve. 

Never  was  any  of  her  fex  born  with  better  gifts 
of  the  mind,  or  more  improved  them  by  reading 
and  converfation.     Yet  her  memory  was  not  of  the 
beft,  and  was  impaired  in  the  latter  years  of  her 
life.     But  1  cannot  call  to  mind  that  I  ever  once 
heard  her  make  a   wrong  judgement  of  perfons, 
books,  or  affairs.     Her  advice  was  always  the  beft, 
and  with  the  greateft  freedom,  mixt  with  the  great- 
eft  decency       She    had    a  gracefulnefs  fomewhat 
more  than    human    in   every    motion,  word,  and 
action.     Never  was  fo  happy  a  conjunction  of  civi- 
lity, freedom,  eafinefs,  and  Sincerity.  There  feemed 
to  be  a  combination  among  all  that  knew  her,  to 
treat  her  with  a  dignity  much  beyond  her  rank  : 
Yet  people  of  all  forts  were  never  more  eafy  than 
in  her  company.     Mr.  Addifon,  when  he  was   in 
Ireland,    being    introduced    to    her,    immediately 
found  her   out;    and,  if  he  had  not  foon  after  left 
the  kingdom,  aflbred  me   he  would  have  ufed  all 
endeavours  to  cultivate  her  friendlliip.     A  rude  or 
conceited   coxcomb   pafled  his  time  very  ill,  upon 
the   leaft  breach  of  refpedfc ;  for,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
fhe  had  no  mercy,  but  was  fure  to  expofe  him  to 
the   contempt  of   the  ftanders-by  ;  yet   in  fuch  a 
manner  as  he  was  amamed  to  complain,   and  durft 
not  refent.     All  of  us,  who  had  the  happinefs  of 
her  friendfhip,  agreed  unanimously,  that,  in  an  af- 
ternoon,  or  evening's  conversation,  fhe  never  fail- 
ed before  we  parted  of  delivering  the  beft  thing 
that  was  faid  in  the  company.     Some  of  us  have 
written  down  feveral  of  her  fayings,  or  what  the 
French  call  Bon  Mots,  wherein  fhe  excelled  almoft 
beyond  belief*.     She   never  miftook   the  under- 
franding  of  others ;  nor  ever  faid  a  fevere  word, 
but  where  a  much  feverer  was  deferved, 

*  See  Vol.  VI.  P,  115* 
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Her  fervants  loved  and  au-noft  adored  her  at  the 
fame  time.  She  would,  upon  occnilons,  treat  them 
with  freedom,  yet  her  demeanour  was  lo  awful, 
that  they  durft  not  fail  in  the  leaft  point  of  refpe<ffc. 
She  chid  them  feldom,  but  it  was  with  fevcrity, 
which  had  an  effect  upon  them  for  a  long  time 


after. 


January  2oth,  My  head  aches,  and  I  can  write 
no  more. 

January  3Gth,   Tuefday, 

This  is  the  night  of  the  funeral,  which  my  fick- 
nefs  will  not  fuffer  me  to  attend.  It  is  now  nine  at 
night,  and  I  am  removed  into  another-  apartment, 
that  I  may  not  fee  the  light  in  the  church,  which 
is  juft  over  againft  the  window  of  my  bed- cham- 
ber. 

With  all  the  foftnefs  of  temper  "that  became  a 
lady,  fli€  had  the  perfonal  courage  of  a  hero.  She 
and  her  friend  having  removed  their  lodgings  to  a 
new  houfe,  which  ftood  folitary,  a  parcel  of  rogues, 
armed,  attempted  the  houfe,  where  there  was  only 
one  boy  :  She  was  then  about  four  and  twenty  : 
.And,  having  been  warned  to  apprehend  fome  fuch 
attempt,  fhe  learned  the  management  of  a  piftol  ; 
and,  the  other  women  and  fcrvants  being  half  dead 
with  fear,  fhe  ftole  foftly  to  her  dining-room  win- 
dow, put  on  a  black  hood,  to  prevent  being  feen, 
primed  the  piftol  freih,  gently  lifted  up  the  fafh  ; 
and,  taking  her  aim  with  the  utmoft  prefence  of 
mind,  difcharged  the  piftol,  loaden  with  bullets, 
into  the  body  of  one  villian,  who  ftood  the  faireft 
mark.  The  fellow,  mortally  wounded,  was  carried 
off  by  the  reft,  and  died  the  next  morning,  but  his 
companions  could  not  bs  found.  The  Duke  of 
Ormond  hath  often  drank  her  health  to  me  upon 
that  account,  and  had  always  an  high  efteem  of 

'  O 

her.  She  was  indeed  under  fome  apprehenfions  of 
going  in  a  boat,  after  fbme  dajiger  fhe  h.id  narrow- 
ly efcaped  by  water,  but  fhe  was  reaibncd  thorough- 

b- 
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ly  out  of  it,  She  was  never  known  to  cry  out,  or 
difcover  any  fear,  in  a  coach  or  on  horfeback,  cr 
any  uneafinefs  by  thole  fudden  accidents  with  which 
moft  of  her  fex,  either  by  weaknefs  or  affectation, 
appear  fo  much  difordered. 

She  never  had  the  leaft  abfence  of  mind  in  con- 
verfation,  nor  given  to  iaterruption,  or  appeared 
eager  to  put  in  her  word  by  waiting  impatiently  un- 
til another  had  done.  She  fpoke  in  a  moft  agree-- 
able  voice,  in  the  plaineft  words,  never  hefitating, 
except  out  of  modefty  before  new  faces,  where  fhe 
was  fomewhat  referved  i  nor,  among  her  neareft 
friends,  ever  fpoke  much  at  a  time.  She  was  but  little 
verfed  in  the  common  topics  of  female  chat;  fcandal, 
cenfure,  and  detraction,  never  came  out  of  her 
mouth:  Yet,  among  a  few  friends,  in  private  con- 
verfation,  fhe  made  little  ceremony  in  difcovering 
her  contempt  of  a  coxcomb,  and  defcribing  all  his 
follies  to  the  life  ;  but  the  follies  of  her  own  lex 
Ihe  was  rather  inclined  to  extenuate  or  to  pity. 

When  {lie  was  once  convinced  by  open  facts  of 
any  breach  of  truth  or  honour,  in  a  perfon  of  high 
ilarion,  especially  in  the  church,  fhe  could  not  con- 
ceal her  indignation,  nor  hear  them  named  without 
ftiewing  her  dilplcaiure  in  her  countenance  ;•  parti- 
cularly one  or  two  ot  the  latter  fort,  whom  fhe  had 
known  and  efteemed,  but  detefted  above  all  man- 
kind, when  it  was  tnani&ft  they  had  facrm*ced  th  >fe 
two  precious  virtues  to  their  ambition,  arrd  would 
much  fooner  have  forgiven  them  the  common 
immoralities  of  the  laity. 

Her  frequent  fits  of  ficknefs,  in  moft  parts  of 
her  life,  had  prevented  her  from  making  that  pro- 
greft  in  reading  which  flie  would  other  wife  have 
done.  She  was  well  verfed  in  the  Greek  and  Ro- 
man ftory,  and  was  not  unfkilkd  in  that  of  France 
and  England.  She  fpoke  French  perfectly,  but 
forgot  much  of  it  by  neglect  and  iicknefs.  She 
had  read .  carefully  all  the  bell  books  of  travels, 

which 
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which  fcrve  to  open  and  enlarge  the  mind.  She 
underftood  the  Platonic  and  Epicurean  philofophy, 
and  judged  very  well  of  the  defects  of  the  latteV. 
She  made  very  judicious  abfiracts  of  the  bell  books 
ihe  had  read.  Sue  underftood  the  nature  of  go- 
vernment, and  could  point  out  all  the  errors  of 
Hoboes,  both  in  that  and  religion.  She  had  a 
good  iniight  into  phyfic,  and  knew  fomewhat  of 
anatomy;  in  both  which  (he  was  inftru&ed  in  her 
younger  days  by  an  eminent  phyficiun,  who  had 
her  long  under  his  care,  and  bore  rhe  higheft  e- 
fteem  for  her  perfon  and  underftanding.  She  had 
a  true  tafte  of  wit  and  good  fenfe,  both  in  poetry 
and  pro-fe,  and  was  a  perfect  good  critic  or"  ftyle : 
Neither  was  it  eafy  to  find  a  more  proper  or  impar- 
tial judge,  whofe  advice  an  author  might  better 
rely  on,  if  he  intended  to  Tend  a  thing  into  the 
world,  provided  it  was  on  a  fubjecl  thai  came  with- 
in the- compafs  of  her  knowledge.  Yet  perhaps, 
Ihe  was  fometimes  toe  ievere,  which  is  a  f i.  $-  .uid 
pardonable  error.  She  preserved  her  wit,  ju  , Ce- 
ment and  vivacity  to  ihe  laft,  but  often  uled  to 
complain  of  her  memory. 

Her  fortune,  with  forne  acceffion,  could  not,  as 
I  have  heard  fay,  amount  to  much  more  than  two 
thoufand  pounds,  whereof  a  great  part  fell  \vith 
her  life,  having  been  placed  upon  annuities  in 
England,  and  one  in  Ireland.  In  a  perfon  io  ex- 
traordinary, perhaps  it  may  be  pardonable  to  men- 
tion fome  particulars,  although  of  little  moment, 
further  than  to  fet  forth  her  character,  borne 
prefents  of  gold  pieces  being  often  made  to  her 
while  (he  was  a  girl,  by  her  mother  and  other 
friends,  on  promife  to  keep  them,  fhe  grew  into 
fuch  a  fpirit  of  thrift,  that,  in  about  three  years, 
they  amounted  to  above  two  hundred  pounds.  She 
ufed  to  fhew  them  with  boafting  ;  but  her  mother, 
apprehending  ihe  would  be  cheated  of  them,  pre- 
vaik4  in  fome  months,  and  with  great  importuni- 
ties, 
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ties,  to  have  them  put  out  to  intereft  :  When  the 
girl  loft  the  pleasure  of  feeing  and  counting  her 
gold,  which  ihe  never  failed  of  doing  many  times 
in  a  day,  and  defpaired  of  heaping  up  fuch  another 
treafure,  her  humour  took  the  quite  contrary 
turn  :  She  grew  carelefs  and  fquandering  of  every 
new  acquifition,  and  fo  continued  till  about  two 
and  twenty ;  when}  by  advke  of  fome  friends,  and 
the  fright  of  paying  large  bills  of  tradefmen,  who 
enticed  her  into  their  debt,  fhe  began  to  reflect  up- 
on her  own  folly,  and  was  never  at  reft  untill  foe 
had  difcharged  all  her  fhop  bills,  and  refunded 
herfelf  a  conikkrable  fum  fhe  had  run  out  After 
which,  by  the  addition  of  a  few  years  and  a  fupe- 
rior  underftanding,  fhe  became,  and  continued  all 
her  life  a  moft  prudent  ceconomift ;  yet  ftill  with  a 
ftrong  bent  to  the  liberal  fide,  wherein  fhe  gratified 
herfelf  by  avoiding  all  expence  in  cloaths,  (which 
{he  ever  defpifed)  beyond  what  was  merely  decent. 
.And,  although  her  frequent  returns  of  ficknefs 
were  very  chargeable,  except  fees  to  phyficians,  of 
which  fhe  met  with  feveral  fo  generous  that  fhe 
could  force  nothing  on  them,  (and  indeed  fhe 
muft  otherwife  have  been  undone) ;  yet  fhe  never 
was  without  a  considerable  fum  of  ready  money. 
Infomuch,  that,  upon  her  death,  when  her  near- 
eft  friends  thought  her  very  bare,  her  executors 
found  in  her  itrong  box  about  a  hundred  and  fifty 
pounds  in  gold.  She  lamented  the  narrownefs  of 
her  fortune  in  nothing  fo  much,  as  that  it  did  not 
enable  her  to  entertain  her  friends  fo  often,  and 
in  fo  hofpitable  a  manner  as  fhe  deiired.  Yet  they 
were  always  welcome;  and,  while  fhe  was  in  health. 
to  direct,  were  treated  with  neatncfs  and  elegance  : 
So  that  the  revenues  of  her  and  her  companion, 
pafTed  for  much  more  conliderable  than  they  really 
were.  They  lived  always  in  lodgings,  their  do- 
meftics  confiding  of  two  maids  and  one  man.  She 
kept  an  account  of  all  the  family  expences,  from 

her 


On  MRS.  JOHNSON'S  DEATH.         241 

her  arrival  in  Ireland  to  fome  months  before  her 
death  ;  and  fhe  would  often  repine;  when  looking 
back  upon  the  annals  of  her  houfehold  bills,  that 
eveiy  thing  necefiary  for  life  was  double  the  price, 
while  intereft  of  money  was  funk  almoft  to  one 
half;  fo  that  the  addition  made  to  her  fortune  was 
indeed  grown  abfolutely  neceflary. 

[I  fince  writ  as  I  found  time,] 

But  her  charity  to  the  poor  was  a  duty  not  to  be 
diminifhed,  and  therefore  became  a  tax  upon  thofe 
tradefmen  who  furnifh  the  fopperies  of  other  ladie?. 
She  bought  deaths  as  feldom  as  poffible.  and  thole 
as  plain  and  cheap  as  confided  with  ihe  fituation 
{he  was  in  ;  and  wore  no  lace  for  many  years. 
Either  her  judgement  or  fortune  was  ex^-aordina- 
rv,  in  the  choice  of  thofe  on  whom  ihe  bellowed 

/    / 

her  charity ;  for  it  went  further  in  doing  good 
than  double  the  funi  from  any  other  hand.  And 
1  have  heard  her  f.iy,  ihe  always  met  wiih  grati- 
-  Hide  from  the  poor  :  Which  muft  be  owing  to  her 
Ikill  in  diilinguiihing  proper  objects,  as  well  as  her 
gracious  manner  in  relieving  them. 

But  fhe  had  another  quality  that  much  delighted 
her,  although  it  may  be  thought  a  kind  of  check: 
upon  her  bounty  ;  however,  it  was  a  pleafure  Ihe 
could  not  refill :  I  mean  that  of  making  agreeable 
prefents,  wherein  I  never  knew  her  equal,  ahho* 
it  be  an  affair  of  as  delicate  a  nature  as  moil  in  the 
courfe  of  life.  She  ufed  to  define  a  prefer, t,  That 
k  was  a  gift  to  a  friend  of  fornething  he  wanted,  or 
was  fond  of,  and  which  could  not  be  eafily  gotten 
for  money.  I  am  confident,  during  my  acquain- 
tance with  her,  fhe  hath,  in  thefe  and  fome  other 
kinds  or  liberality,  diijpofed  of  to  the  vuiiic  of  feve- 
ral  hundred  pounds.  As  to  prefents  made  to  lur- 
&lr,  ihe  received  them  with  great  unwilllngQeis, 
but  efpecially  from  thofe  to  whom  fhe  had  ever  gi- 
ven any;  being  on  all  occaiions  the  moil  diiinter- 
cfted  mortal  1  ever  knew  or  heavd  of. 

VOL.  XII.  X  From 
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From   her  own  difpofition,  at  leaft  as  much   as 
from  the  frequent  want  of  health,  flie  fcidom  mads 
any   viiits ;  but    her    own   lodgings,    from    before 
twenty  years  o*ld,  were  frequented  by  many  perfons 
of  the  graver    fort,  who    all  refpjcled  her  highly, 
upon  her  good  fenfe,  good  manners,  and  conver- 
iation.     Among   thefe  were  the  late  Primate  Lind- 
fay,  Bifhop   Lloyd,  Blfhop   Afhe,  Bifhop  Brown, 
Bliliop  Stearn,  Bifhcp  Pulleyn,  with  fome  others 
ot  later  dater  ;  and  indeed  the  greateft  number  of 
her  acquaintance  was  among  the  clergy.     Honour, 
truih,  liberality,  good-nature,  and  modefty,  were 
the  virtues   Ihe   chiefly  poilefled,  and  moil  valued 
in  her  acquaintance  ;   and   where   flie  found  them, 
would  be  ready  to  allow  for  fome  defects,  nor  va- 
lued   them   leis,  although    they  did    not    fhine   in 
learning  or  in   wit;  but  would  never  give  the  leaft 
allowance   for  any  failures  in  the  former,  even  to 
•thofctwho  made  the  greateft  figure  in  either  of  the 
two  latter.     She  had  no  ufe  of  any  peribn's  libera- 
lity, yet  her  deteftation  of  covetous  people  made 
her  uneafy  if  fuch  a  one  was  in  her  company ;   up- 
on  which  occaiion  (he  would  fay  many  things  very 
entertaining  and  humorous, 

O 

She  never  interrupted  any  perfon  who  fpoke  ; 
flie  laughed  at  no  rmftakes  they  made,  but  helped 
them  out  with  modefty  ;  and  if  a  good  thing  were 
fpoken,  but  neglected,  flie  would  not  let  it  fall,  but 
jet  it  in  the  beft  light  to  thofe  who  were  prefent. 
She  liflened  to  all  that  was  faid,  and  had  never  the 
leaft  diftradtion,  or  abfence  of  thought. 

It  was  not  fafe  nor  prudent,  in  her  prefence,  to 
offend  in  the  leaft  word  againft  modefty ;  for  {he 
then  gave  full  employment  to  her  wit,  her  con- 
tempt, and  re  fen  t  men  t,  under  which  even  ftupidi- 
ty  and  brutality  were  forced  10  iink  into  confuilon  ; 
and  the  guilty  perlbn,  by  her  future  avoiding  him 
like  a  bear  or  a  fatyr,  was  never  in  a  way  to  jranf- 
rrefs  a  fecond  time. 

^^  f 

It 
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It  happened  one  fingle  coxcomb,  of  the  pcit 
kind,  \vas  in  her  company,  among  feveral  other 
ladies;  and,  in  his  flippant  way,  began  to  deliver 
ibme  double  meanings  :  The  re  it  flapt  their  fans, 
and  ufed  the  other  common  expedients  praccifed  in 
fuch  cafes,  of  appearing  not  to  mind  or  compre- 
hend what  was  laid.  Her  behaviour  was  very  dif- 
ferent, and  perhaps  may  be  centred.  She  laid 
thus  to  the  man  :  "  Sir,  all  thefe  ladies  and  I  un- 
"  derftand  your  meaning  very  xvcll,  having,  in 
"  fpite  of  our  care,  too  often  met  with  thoie  of 
"  your  fex  \vho  wanted  manners  and  good  ienie. 
*'  But,  believe  me,  neither  vinuous  r.or  even  vi- 
"  cious  women  love  fuch  kind  of  converfation. 
"  However,  I  will  leave  you,  and  report  your  b;- 
'*  haviour  :  And,  whatever  vifu  I  make,  I  fliali. 
*'  firft  inquire  at  the  door  whether  you  are  in  the 
r*  houfe,  that  I  may  be  fure  to  avoid  you."  I  know 
not  whether  a  majority  of  ladies  would  approve  of 
fuch  a  proceeding  ;  but  I  believe  the  practice  of  it 
would  foon  put  an  end  to  that  corrupt  converfa- 
tion,  the  worft  effect  of  dulnefs,  ignorance,  im- 
pudence, and  vulgarity,  and  the  higheft  affront  to 
the  modefty  and  undemanding  of  the  female-fex. 

By  returning  very  few  vilits,  fhe  had  not  much 
company  of  her  own  fex,  except  thoie  whom  fhe 
moft  loved  for  their  ealisefs,  or  efteemed  for  their 
good  fenfe;  and  thofe,  not  infifting  on  ceremony, 
came  often  to  her.  But  fhe  rather  chofe  men  for 
her  companions,  the  ufual  topics  of  ladies  dilccurfe 
being  fuch  as  flic  had  little  knowledge  of,  and  leis 
relifh.  Yet  no  man  was  upon  the  rack  to  entertain 
her,  for  (he  eaflly  defcended  to  any  thing  that  was 
innocent  and  diverting.  News,  politic*,  cenfure, 
family-management,  or  town  talk,  fhe  always  di- 
verted to  fomething  elfe  ;  but  thefe  indeed  feldom 
happened,  for  llie  chofe  her  company  better  :  And 
therefore  many,  who  miftook  her  and  themfeivcs, 
kaying  follicited  her  acquaintance,  ?.L  1  findir.^ 

X  2  theaiicivcs 
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themfelves  difappointed  after  a  few  vilits,  dropt  ofF; 
and  (he  was  never  known  to  inquire  into  the  rea- 
ibn,  or  alk  what  was  become  of  them. 

She  was  never  poiitive  in  arguing,  and  fhe  ufu  al- 
ly treated  thofe  who  were  fo,  in  a  manner  which 
well  enough  gratified  that  unhappy  difpofition  ;  yet 
in  fuch  a  fort  as  made  it  very  contemptible,  and  at 
the  fame  time  did  fome  hurt  to  the  owners.  Whe- 
ther this  proceeded  from  her  eafinefs  in  general, 
or  from  her  indifference  to  certain  perfons,  or 
from  her  defpair  of  mending  them,  or  from  the 
lame  practice  which  fhe  much  liked  in  Mr.  Addi- 
ibn,  I  cannot  determine  ;  but  when  fhe  faw  any  of 
the  company  very  warm  in  a  wrong  opinion,  flic 
was  more  inclined  to  confirm  them  in  it  than  op- 
pofe  them.  The  excufe  fhe  commonly  gave  when 
her  friends  aiked  the  reafon,  was.  That  it  prevent- 
ed noife,  and  faved  time.  Yet  I  have  known  her 
very  angry  with  fome  whom  fhe  much  efteemed, 
for  fometimes  failing  into  that  infirmly. 

She  loved  Ireland  much  better  than  the  genera- 
lity of  thofe  who  owe  both  their  birth  and  riches 
to  it;  and,  having  brought  over  all  the  fortune 
fiie  had  in  money,  left  the  reverfion  of  the  beft 
part  of  it,  one  thoufand  pounds,  to  Dr.  Stephen's 
hofpital,  She  daefted  the  tyranny  and  injuftice  o£ 
England,  in  their  treatment  of  this  kingdom.  She 
had  indeed  reafon  to  love  a  country,  where  fhe 
had  tlu  citccan  and  friend  (hip  of  all  who  knew 
her,  and  the  universal  good  report  of  all  who  ever 
heard  of  her,  without  one  exception,  if  I  am  told 
the  truth  by  thofe  who  keep  general  convcrfation. 
Which,  character  is  the  more  extraordinary,  in 
falling  to  a  perfon  of  fo  much  knowledge,  wit, 
and  vivacity,  qualities  that  are  ufed  to  create  envy, 
and  confequently  cenfure  j  and  muft  be  rather  im- 
puted to  her  great  modefty,  gentle  behaviour  and 
kioffcnfivenefs,  than  to  her  fuperior  virtues. 

Although 
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Although  her  knowledge,  from  books  and  com- 
pany, was  much   more  extenfive  than  ufually  falls 
to  the  (hare  of   her  lex  ;  yet  {he  was   fo  far  from 
i  making  a  parade  of  it,  that  her  female  vifitants-,  on 
i  their   h'rft  acquaintance,   who  expected   to  difcover 
'  it,  by  what  they  call  hard  words  and  deepdifcourfe, 
;  would  be  fometirnes    dilappointed,    and    fay,  they 
I  found  {he  was   like  other  women.     But  wile  men, 
through  all  her  modefty,  whatever  they  difcourfai 
.  on,  could  eailly  obfcrve  that  ihe  undcrftood  them 
very  well,  by  the  judgement  fnewn  in  her  obferva* 
lion  as  well  as  in  her  qucfUons.. 
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HPHERE  is  a  fubje£l  of  controverfy  which  I  have 
-*•  frequently  met  with,  in  mixt  and  felect-  com- 
panies of  both  fexes,  and  fometimes  only  of  men ; 
whether  it  be  prudent  to  chnfe  a  wife,  who  hath, 
good  natural  fenfe,  fome  tafte  of  wit  and  humour, 
Sufficiently  verfed  in  her  own  natural  language,  a- 
ble  to  read  and  to  relifh  hi  (lory,  books  of  travels, 
moral  or  entertaining  difcourfes,  and  be  a  tolerable 
judge  of  the  beauties  in  poetry,  This  queftion  is 
generally  determined  in  the  negative  by  the  women 
rhemfelves,  but  almoft  univerfally  by  the  men. 

We  muft  obferve-,  that,  in  this  debate,  thofe 
•whom  we  call  men  and  women  of  fafhion  are  only 
to  be  understood,  not  merchants,  tradefmen,  or 
others  of  fuch  occupations,  who  are  not  fuppofed 
to  have  fliared  in  a  liberal  education.  I  except 
like  wife  all  minillers  of  ftate,  during  their  power 
lawyers  and  phyficians  in  great  practice,  perfons  in 
fuch  employments  as  take  up  the  greater  part  of 
the  day,  and  perhaps  fome  other  conditions  of  life 
which  I  cannot  call  to  mind.  Neither  mud  I  for- 
get to  except  all  gentlemen  of  the  army,  from  the 
General  to  the  Enfign  ;  becaufe  thofe  qualifications 
above-mentioned,  in  a  wife,  are  wholly  out  of 
their  element  and  comprehension  ;  together  with 
all  mathematicians,  and  gentlemen  lovers  of  mufic, 
metaphyficians,  virtuoli,  and  great  talkers,  who 
have  all  amufements  enough  of  their  own.  All 
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thefe  put  together  will  amount  to  a  great  number 
of  adveriaries,  whom  I  fhall  have  no  occalion  to 
encounter,  becaufe  1  am  already  of  their  fenti- 
xnents.  Thofe  perfons,  whom  I  mean  to  include, 
are  the  bulk  of  Lords,  knights,  and  fquires,  through- 
out England,  whether  they  refide  between  the  town 
and  country,  or  generally  in  either.  I  do  alfo  in- 
clude thofe  of  the  clergy,  who  have  tolerably  good 
preferments  in  London,  or  any  other  parts  of  the 
kingdom. 

The  moft  material  arguments  that  I  have  met 
with,  on  the  negative  fide  of  this  great  queftion, 
are  what  I  fhall  now  impartially  report,  in  as  ftrong 
a  light  as  I  think  they  can  bear. 

It  is  argued,  That  the  great  end  of  marriage- is 
propagation  :  That,  confequcntly,  the  principal 
bufmefs  of  a  wife  is  to  breed  children,  and  to  take 
care  of  them  in  their  infancy  :  That  the  wife  is  to 
look  to  her  family,  watch  over  the  fcrvants,  fee 
that  they  do  their  work  :  That  fhe  be  abfent  from 
her  houfe  as  little  as  poffible  :  That  ihe  is  anfwcr- 
able  for  every  thing  amifs  in  the  family :  That  fhe 
is  to  obey  all  the  lawful  commands  of  her  hufoand  ; 
and  vitit,  or  be  \iiited  by  no  peribn  whom  he  dif- 
approves.  That  her  whole  bufinefs,  if  well  per- 
formed, will  take  up  moft  hours  of  the  day;  That 
the  greater  fhe  is,  and  the  more  fervants  fhe  keepr, 
her  inflection  muft  increafe  accordingly.  For,  as 
a  family  reprefcnts  a  kingdom,  fo  the  wife,  who 
is  her  hufband's  firft  minifter,  muft,  under  him, 
direct  all  the  officers  of  ftate,  even  to  the  loweft ; 
and  report  their  behaviour  to  her  hufband,  as  the 
firft  minifter  does  to  his  prince^  That  fuch  a  fta- 
tion  requires  much  time,  and  thought,  and  order  ; 
and,  if  well  executed,  leaves  but  little  time  for  vi- 
fits  or  diverfions. 

That  a  humour  of  reading  books,  excepting 
thofe  of  devotion  or  houfewifery,  is  apt  to  turn  a 
woman's  brain.  That  plays,  romances,  novels* 

and 
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and  love-poems,  are  only  proper  to  inftruct  them 
how  to  carry  on  an  intrigue.  That  all  affeclatioa 
of  knowledge,  beyond  what  is  merely  domefiic, 
renders  them  vain,  conceited,  and  pretend-ing. 
That  the  natural  levity  of  women  wants  ballaftT; 
and,  when  fhe  once  begins  to  think  fhe  knows 
more  than  others  of  her  fex,  fas  will  begin  to  de- 
fpife  her  hufband,  and  grow  fond  of  every  cox- 
comb who  pretends  to  any  knowledge  in  books. 
That  fhe  will  learn  fcholaftic  words  ;  make  hericlf 
ridiculous  by  pronouncing  them  wrong,  and  ap- 
plying them  abfurdly  in  all  companies."  That,  in 
the  mean  time,  her  houfehold-affairs,  and  the  care- 
of  her  children,  will  be  wholely  laid  afide ;  her 
toilet  will  be  crowded  with  all  the  under-wits,  where 
the  conversation  will  pafs  in  criticifing  on  the  lafb 
play  or  poen\  that  comes  out,  and  {he  will  be  care- 
ful ta  remember  all  the  remarks  that  were  made., 
in  order  to  retail  them  in  the  next  vifit,  efpecialljr 
in  company  who  know  noihing  of  the  matter.  That 
fhe  will  have  all  the  impertinence  of  a  pedant, 
without  the  knowledge ;  and,  for  every  new  ac- 
quirement, will  become  fo  much  the  worfe. 

To  fay  the  truth,  that  fhameful  and  almofc  unS- 
verfal  neglect  of  good  education  among  our  nobili- 
ty, gentry,  and  indeed  among  all  others  who 
are  born  to  good  eflates,  will  make  this  efiay  of 
little  ufe  to  the  prefent  age  :  For,  confidering 
the  modern  way  of  training  up  both  fexes  ia 
ignorance,  idlenefs,  and  vice,  it  is  of  little-  con- 
fequence  how  they  are  coupled  together.  And 
therefore,  my  fpeculations  on  this  fubje<ft  can  be 
only  of  ufe  to  a  fmall  number  :  For,  in  the  pre- 
fent fituation  of  the  world,  none  but  wife  and  good 
men  c?n  fail  of  miffing  their  match,  whenever  they 
are  difpofed  to  marry  ;  and,  confequendy,  there  is 
no  reafon  for  complaint  on  either  fide.  The  forms 
by  which  a  hufband  and  wife  are  to  live,  with  re- 
gard to  each  other  and  to  the  world,  are  fufficient- 
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ly  known  and  fixed,  in  direct  contradiction  to  eve- 
ry precept  of  morality,  religion,  or  civil  inftitu- 
tion  :  It  would  be  therefore  an  idle  attempt  to  aim 
at  breaking  fo  firm  aneftablilhment. 

But,  as  it  fometimes  happens,  that  an  elder  bro- 
ther dies  late  enough  to  leave  the  younger  at  the 
univerfity,  after  he  hath  made  fome  progrefs  in 
learning  ;  if  we  fuppofe  him  to  have  a  tolerable 
genius,  and  a  defire  to  improve  it,  he  may  confe- 
quently  learn  to  value  and  efteem  wifdom  and 
knowledge  wherever  he  finds  them,  even  after  his 
father's  death,  when  his  title  and  eftate  come  into 
his  own  polTeffion.  Of  this  kind  I  ;eckon  by  a  fa- 
vourable computation,  there  may  pofiibly  be  found, 
by  a  ftri<5t  fearch  among  the  nobility  and  gentry 
throughout  England,  about  five  hundred.  Among 
thofe  of  all  other  callings  or  trades,  who  are  able 
to  maintain  a  fon  at  the  univerfity,  about  treble 
that  number.  The  fons  of  clergymen  bred  to  learn- 
ing wuh  any  fuccefs,  mufi:,  by  reafon  of  theiy 
parents  poverty,  be  very  inconliderable,  many  of 
them  being  only  admitted  fervitors  in  colleges, 
(and  confequently  proving  good  for  nothing) :  I 
lhall  therefore  count  them  to  be  not  above  four- 
fcore.  But,  to  avoid  fractions,  I  lhall  fuppofe 
there  may  poffibly  be  a  round  number  of  two  thou- 
£md  male  human  creatures  in  England  (including 
Wales),  who  have  a  tolerable  fhare  of  reading  and 
good  ienfe.  I  include  in  this  lift  all  perfons  of  fu- 
perior  abilities,  or  great  genius,  or  true  judgement 
and  tafte,  or  of  profound  literature,  who,  I  an* 
confident,  we  may  reckon  to  be  at  leaft  five  and 
twenty. 

I  am  very  glad  to  have  this  opportunity  of  doing 
an  honour  to  my  country,  by  a  computation  which 
I  am  afraid  foreigners  may  conceive  to  be  partial  ; 
when,  out  of  only  fifteen  thoufand  families  of  lords. 
and  eftated  gentlemen,  which  may  probably  be 
tbeir  number,  I  fuppofe  one  in  thirty  to  be  tolera- 
bly 
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bly  educated,  .with  a  fufncieat  in  are  of  good  fenfe. 
Perhaps  the  cenfure  may  be  juft.  And  therefore, 
upon  cooler  thoughts,  to  avoid  all  cavils,  I  ihall 
reduce  them  to  one  thouiand,  which,  at  leaft,  will 
be  a  number  fufficient  to  nil  both  Houfes  of  Par- 
liament. 

The  daughters  of  great  and  rich  families,  com- 
puted after  the  fame  manner,  will  hardly  amount 
to  above  half  the  number  of  the  male:  Becaufe 
the  care  of  their  education  is  either  left  entirely  to 

J 

their  mothers,  or  they  are  fent  to  boarding-fchools, 
or  put  into  the  hands  of  Englifh  or  French  gover- 
nei'ies,  and  generally  the  worft  that  can  be  gotten 
for  money.  So  that,  after  the  reduction  I  was1 
compelled  to,  from  two  thoufand  to  one,  half  the 
number  of  well-educated  nobility  and  gentry  muft 
d.UKr  continue  ia  a  ilr.gie  Jife.Qr  be  forced  to  cou- 
ple tfiemielves  with  women  for  whom  they  can, 
poilibh  have  no  efleem ;  I  mean  fools,  prudes,  co- 
ouettes?  gafticfterSj  fiiunterers,  endlefs  talkers  of 
nonfenfe,  fplenetic  idlers,  intrrguers,  given  to- 
fcandal  and  cenfure,  *  *  * 
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To  prove  the  ANTIQUITY  of  the 


ENGLISH    TONGUE, 


from  various  injlances9  that  HEBREW, 
GREEK,  and  LATIN,  ivere  derived  from  the 
ENGLISH. 


p\URING  the  reign  of  parties,  for  about  forty 
•*~^  years  paft,  it  is  a  melancholy  confideration  to 
obferve  how  Philology  hath  been  neglected,  which 
was  before  the  darling  employment  of  the  greateft 
authors,  from  the  restoration  of  learning  in  Eu- 
rope. Neither  do  I  remember  it  to  have  been  cul- 
tivated, iince  the  Revolution,  by  any  one  perfon, 
tvith  great  fuccefs,  except  our  illuftrious  modern  ftar, 
Dr.  Richard  Bentley,  with  whom  the  republic  of 
learning  muft  expire,  as  mathematics  did  with  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton.  My  ambition  hath  been  gradually 
attempting,  from  my  early  youth,  to  be  the  holder 
of  a  rufh-light  before  that  great  luminary  ;  which, 
atleaft,  might  be  of  fonie  little  ufe  during  thofe 
fhort  intervals,  while  he  was  fnuffing  his  candle,  or 

with  it  under  a  bufhel. 
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My  prefent  attempt  is  to  afTert  the  antiquity  of 
cur  Englidi  tongue  ;  which,  as  I  Hi  all  undertake  to 
prove  by  invincible  arguments,  hath  varied  very 
little  for  thefe  two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  years  paft.  And  my  proofs  will  be  drawn 
from  etymology  ;  wherein  I  fhall  ufc  my  readers 
much  fairer  than  Pezron,  Skinner,  Vorftigan, 
Camden,  and  many  other  fuperficial  pretenders 
have  clone.  For  I  will  put  no  force  upon  the  words, 
nor  dtfire  any  more  favour  than  to  allow  for  the 
uiual  accidents  of  corruption,  or  the  avoiding  a 
cacophonia. 

I  think  I  can  make  it  manifefl  to  all  impartial 
readers,  that  our  language,  as  we  now  (peak  it, 
was  originally  the  fame  with  thofe  of  the  Jews,  the 
Greeks,  and  the  Romans,  however  corrupted  in 
fucceeding  times  by  a  mixture  of  barbarifms.  I 
ihall  only  produce,  at  prefent,  two  initances  among 
a  thoufand  from  the  Luin  tongue.  Cloaca,  which 
they  interpret  a  necejjary  kouje,  is  altogether  an 
Englifti  word,  the  la  ft  letter  a  being,  by  the  miftake 
of  ibrne  fcribe,  transferred  from  the  beginning  to 
the  end  of  the  word.  In  the  primitive  orthography 
it  is  called  a  ckac,  which  had  the  fame  fignification  ; 
and  ftill  continues  in  Edinburgh  in  Scotland  : 
Where  a  man  in  a  r/W,  or  cloak,  of  large  circum- 
ference and  length,  carrying  a  convenient  veflel  un- 
der it,  calls,  as  he  goes  through  the  ftreets,  Wba 
has  need  of  me  ?  Whatever  cuflomer  calls,  the  vef- 
fel  is  placed  in  the  corner  of  the  flreet,  the  chac* 
t)r  a  cloak,  Turrouncls  and  covers  him,  and  thus  he 
is  eafed  with  decency  and  fecrecy. 

The  fecoqd  inftance  is  yet  more  remarkable. 
The  Latin  word  Turpis  fignineth  najly,  or  jfilt'by. 
Now  this  word  Turpis  is  a  plain  compofition  of  two 
Engliili  words  ;  only  by  a  fyncope,  the  laft  letter  of 
the  firft  fyliable,  which  is  d,  is  taken  out  of  the 
middle,  to  prevent  the  jarring  of  three  conio- 
uants  together  :  And  thele  two  Englilh  words  ex- 

prefs 
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prefs  the  two moft  unfeemly  excrements  that  belong 
to  man. 

But  altho'  I  could  produce  many  other  examples, 
equally  convincing,  that  the  Hebrews,  the  Greeks, 
and  the  Pvomans  originally  fpoke  the  fame  lan- 
guage which  we  do  at  prefent ;  yet  I  have  chofen  to 
confine  myfelf  chiefly  to  the  proper-names  of  perfons, 
becaufe  I  conceive  they  will  be  of  greater  weight 
to  con-firm  what  I  advance ;  the  ground  and  rcalbn 
of  thofe  names  being  certainly  owing  to  the  nature, 
©r  fome  diftinguiming  action  or  quality  in  thofe  per- 
fons,  and  confcquently  exprefTed  in  the  true  an- 
tient  language  of  the  fever?.!  people. 

I  will  begin  with  the  Grecians,  among  whom  the 
moft  antient  are  the  great  leaders  on  both  fides  in 
the  fiege  cf  Troy.  For  it  is  plain  from  Homer, 
that  the  Trojans  fpoke  Greek  as  well  as  the  Gre- 
cians. Of  thefe  latter,  AchiHes  was  the  moft  va- 
tiant.  This  Hero  was  of  a  reftlefs  unquiet  nature, 
never  giving  himfclf  any  rejpofe  either  in  peace 
or  war ;  and  therefore,  as  Guy  of  Warwick 
was  called  a  Kill  cow,  and  another  terrible  man  a 
Kill-devil,  fo  this  General  was  called  ^  A/7/  cafe,  or 
deftroyer  of  eafe;  and, -at  length,  by  corruption, 
Achilles. 

Hector,  on  the  other  fide,  was  the  braveft  among 
the  Trojans.  He  had  deftroyed  fo  many  of  the 
Greeks,  by  hacking  and  tearing  them,  that  his  fol- 
diers.  when  they  law  him  fighting,  would  cry  out, 
'*  Now  the  enemy  will  be  hackt,  now  he  will  b  = 
"  tore"  At  laft,  by  putting  both  words  together, 
this  appellation  was  given  to  their  leader,  under 
the  name  of  Hack-tore  ;  and,  for  the  more  commo- 
dious founding,  Hector. 

Diomcde,  another  Grecian  captain,  had  the  bold- 
r.efs  to  fight  with  fomis,  and  wound  her;  whereup 
on  the  goddcfs,  in  a-rage,  ordered  her  fon  Cupid  to 
make  this  Hero  be  hated  by  all  women,  repeating  it 
often  that  he  -fliould  die  a  maid\  from  whence,  by  a 
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fmall   change    in  orthography,  he   was    called  /)/*- 
<mcde.     And    it   is    to   be    obferved,  that  the    term 
Maiden- he  ad   is    frequently,  at  this  very  time,     ap- 
plied to  pcrfons  of  either  fex. 

Ajtix  was,  in  fame,  the  next  Grecian  general  to 

Achilles.     rihe  derivation   of    his    name   from    A 

'lakes,   however   aflcrted  by  great  authors,  is  in  my 

opinion,  very  unworthy  both  of  th.  m,  and  of  the 

hero  himfelf.     I   have  often  wondered  to  fee  fuch 

-learned  men  miftake  in  fo  clear  a  point.     This  hero 

is  known  to  have  been  a  moft  intemperate  liver,  as 

it  is  ufual  with  foldiers,-  and,  although  he  were  not 

old,  yet,   by  converting  with  camp  fb  olers,  he  had 

got  pains  in  his   bones,  which  he  pretended  to  his 

friends  were  only  Age-acnes  ;  but   they  telling  the 

ilory  about    the   army,  as    the  vulgar  always  con- 

-  found     right     pronunciation,    he    was    afterwards 

known  by  no  other  name  than  Ajax. 

The  next  I  fhall  mention  is  Andromache,  the  fa- 
mous wife  of  Ee&or.  -Her  father  was  a  •  Scotch 
gentleman,  of  a  nobie  family,  ftill  fubfifting  in  that 
antient  kingom.  But,  being  a  foreigner  in  Troy, 
to  which  city  he  led  fome  of  his  countrymen 
in  the  defence  of  Priam^  as  BiftyiMretenfis  lear- 
nedly obferves ;  Hector  fell  in  love  with  his  daugh- 
ter, and  the  father's  name  ^was  Andrew  Mackay* 
The  young  lady  was  called  by  the  fame  name, 
only  a  little  foftened  to  the  Grecian  accent. 

AJiyanax  was  the  fon  of  He^lor  and  Andromache. 
"When  Troy  was  taken,  this  young  Prince  had  his 
head  cut  off,  and  his  body  thrown  to  fwine.  From 
this  fatal  accident  he  had  his  name  ;  which  hath, 
by  a  peculiar  good  fortune,  been  preferred  entire, 
jfjtyi  an  ax. 

Mars  may  be  mentioned  among  thefe,  becaufe 
he  fought  againit  the  Greeks.  He  was  called  The 
Cod  cj  ivar  ;  and  is  defcribed  as  a  fwearing,  fwag- 
gering  companion,  and  a  great  giver  of  rude  lan- 
guage, .For,  when  be  was  angry,,  be  .would  cry, 

—  -  /   f        IT-'  /- 

t(  Kiis 
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<c  Kifs  my  a—fe,  my  a—fe  in  a  band-box,  my  a—fe 
"  all  over  :"  Which  he  repeated  fo  commonly, 
that  he  got  the  appellation  of  My-a  fe  ;  and,  by  a 
common  abbreviation,  M'ar^  :  from  whence,  by 
leaving  out  the  mark  of  elilion,  Mars  :  And  this 
is  a  common  practice  among  us  at  prefent  ;  as  in 
the  words  D'anvers,  D'avenport,  D'anby,  which 
are  now  written  Danvers*  Davenport ',  Dauby,  and 
many  others. 

The  next  is  Hercules,  otherwife  called  Alddes. 
Both  thefe  names  are  Englifh,  with  little  alteration  ; 
and  defcribe  the  principal  qualities  of  that  hero, 
who  was  diftinguifhed  for  being  a  flave  to  his  mif- 
trefles,  and  at  the  fame  time  for  his  great  ftrength 
and  courage.  Omphale,  his  chief  miftrefs,  ufedto  call 
her  lovers  Her  cullies  ;  and,  becaufe  this  hero  was 
more  and  longer  fubjecl:  to  her  than  any  other,  he 
was  in  a  partklar  manner  called  the  chief  of  her 
sullies  ;  which,  by  an  eafy  change,  made  the  word 
Hercules.  His  other  name  Akides  was  given  him. 
on  account  of  his  prowefs  :  For,  in  fight,  he  ufed 
to  ftrike  on  all  fides,  and  was  allowed  on  all  fides 
to  be  the  chief  hero  of  his  age.  For  one  of  which 
reafons,  he  was  called  All  fides  >  or  Akides  ;  but  I 
aminclined  to  favour  the  former  opinion. 

A  certain  Grecian  youth  was  a  great  imitator  of 
Socrates  ;  which  that  philofopher  obferving,  with 
much  pleafure,  faid  to  his  friends,  "  There  is  an 
Ape  o  mine  own  days."  After  which  the  young 
man  was  called  Epaminondas  and  proved  to  be  the 
moft  virtuous  perfon,as  well  as  the  greateft  general 
of  his  age. 

Ucalegon  was  a  very  obliging  inn- keeper  of  Troy, 
When  a  gueft  was  going  to  take  horfe,  the  land- 
lord took  leave  of  him  with  this  compliment,  "  Sir,, 
*'  I  (hall  be  glad  to  fee  you  call  again.1"  Strangers, 
who  knew  not  his  right  name,  caught  his  laft 
words  ;  and  thus,  by  degrees,  that  appellation  pre- 

Y  2  vailed 
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vailed,  and  he  was  know  by  no  other  name,   even 
among  his  neighbours, 

Hydra  was  a  great  ferpent  which  Hercules  flew. 
His  ufual  outward  garment  was  the  raiv  hyde  of  a 
lion,  and  this  he  had  on  when  he  attacked  the  fer- 
pent ;  which,  therefore,  took  ks  name  from  the 
ikin  :  The  modefty  of  that  hero  devolving  the  ho- 
nour of  his  victory  upon  the  lion's  ikin,  calling 
that  enormous  fnake  the  Hyderaiv  ferpent. 

Leda  was  the  mother  of  Cajlcr  and  Pollux ; 
whom  Jupiter  embracing  in  the  lhape  of  a  fwan, 
fhe  laid  a  couple  of  eggs  ;  and  was  therefore  called 
Laid  a ,  or  Leda. 

As  to  Jupiter  himfelf  :  It  is  well  known  that 
the  ftatues  and  pictures  of  this  Heathen  God,  in 
the  lioman  catholic  countries,  referable  thofe  of 
St.  Peter,  and  are  often  taken  the  one  for  the  o- 
ther.  The  reafon  is  manifeft  :  For,  when  the  Em- 
perors had  eftablifhed  Chriftianity,  the  Heathens 
were  afraid  of  acknowledging  their  Heathen  idols 
of  the  chief  God,  and  pretended  it  was  only  a  fta- 
tue  of  the  Jew  Peter.  And  thus  the  principal  Hea- 
then god  came  to  be  called  by  the  antient  Roman?, 
with  very  little  alteration,  Jupiter. 

The  Hamadrya.de  s  are  reprefented  by  miftaken 
antiquity  as  Nymphs  of  the  Groves.  But  the  true  ac- 
count is  this  :  They  were  women  of  Calabria,  who 
dealt  in  bacon  ;  and  living  near  the  fea-flde,  ufed 
to  pickle  their  bacon  in  falt-water,and  then  fet  it  up 
to  dry  in  the  fun.  From  whence  they  were  proper- 
ly called  Ham  a-dry-a  days,  and,  in  procefs  of 
time,  mif-fpelt  Hamadryades. 

Neptune,  the  God  of  the  fea,  had  his  name  from 
the  7 uncs  iung  to  him- by  Tritons,  upon  their  fhelfs 
every  neap  cr  nep  tide.  The  word  is  comedown  to 
us  almoft  uncorruptcd,  as  well  as  that  of  the  Tri- 
tons, his  fervants ;  who,  in  order  to  pleafe  their 
mafter,  ufcd  to  try  all  tones.,  till  they  could  hit  up- 
on that  he  liked. 
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was  a  Peripatetic  phllotbpher,  who  ufed 
to  inftrudl  his  fcholars  while  he  was  walking. 
When  the  lads  were  come,  he  would  arife  to  tell 
tliem  what  he  thought  pcopcr ;  and  was  therefore 
called  Arife  to  tell.  But  fucceeding  ages,  \vhoun-- 
derftood  not  this  etymology,  have,  by  -an  abiurd 
change,  made  it  Ariftotlc. 

,  Arifiopbanes  was    a    Greek  comedian,  full  of  le- 
ity^  and  gave  himfelf  too  much  freedom  ;   which 
made  a  graver-  people  not  fcruple    to   fay,  that  he  ; 
had  a  great  deal  of  airy  fluff  in  bis  writings  :    And 
theft  words,  often  repeated,   made  fuceeeding  ages  > 
denominate    him   Ariftajthanes.*-.  Vide   Rofin   Antiq.  . 
1.  iv. 

Alexander  the   Great    was   very    fond     of    eggs 
roafted  in-hot  afhes.     As  foon  as  his  cooks  heard  i 
he  was  come  home  to  dinner  or  fupper,  they  called  * 
aloud   to    their   under-officcrs,  All  eggs   under  the 
Grate  :    Which,  repeated  every  day    at   noon  and 
evening,  made  ftrangers  think  it  was  that  Prince's 
real  name,   and  therefore  gave  him  no  other  ;  and 
pofterity  hath  been  ever  lince  under  the   fame  de- 
lufion. 

Pygmalion  was  a  perfon  of  a  very  low  ftature, 
but  great  valour ;  which  made  his  townfmen  call 
him  Pygmy  lion  :  And  fo  it  lliould  be  fpelt  ;  al- 
though the  word  hath  fuffered  lefs  by -tranfcribers 
than  many  others. 

Archimedes  was  a  moft  famous  mathematician* 
His  ftudies  required  much  (ilence  and  quiet :  Bat 
his  wife  having  feveral  maids,  they  were  always 
difturbing  him  with  their  tattle  or  :their  bulinefs^ 
which  forced  him  to  come  out  every  now  and 
then  to  the  ftair-head,  and  cry.  "  Hark  ye  maids,  if 
*'  ye  will  not  be  quiet,  lihall  turn  you-out  of  doors. " 
He  repeated  theie  words,  Hark  ye  match,  fo  of  tea  - 
that  the  unlucky  jades,  when  they  found  he  was  at .. 
his  ftudy,  would  fay,  There  is  Hark  ye  maids,  let 
us  fpeak  foftly  ;  Thus  the  name  went  through  the 
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neighbourhood  ;  and  at  Iaft5  grew  fo  general,  t-hatf 
we  are  ignorant  of  that  great  man's  true  name  ta 
this  day. 

Strabo  was  a  famous  geographer ;  and,  to  im- 
prove his  knowledge,  travelled  over  feveral  coun- 
tries, as  the  writers  of  his  life  inform  us  ;  who 
likewife  add,  that  he  affected  great  niceneis  and 
finery  in-  his  cloaths  :  From  whence  people  took 
oceaiion  to  call  him  the  Stray  Beau  :  which  future 
ages  have  pinned  down  upon  him  very  much  to  his 
diilionour. 

P eleponneftts ,  that  famous  Grecian  peninfuLij 
got  its  name  from  a  Greek  colony  in  AiiatheLets; 
many  of  \A  horn  going  for  traffic  thither,  and  find- 
ing that  the  inhabitants  had  but  one  well  in  the 
town  of  *  *  *  *,  from  whence  certain  porters  ufed 
to  carry  the  water  through  the  city  in  great  pails, 
fo  heavy,  that  they  were  often  forced  to  fet  them 
down  for  eafe;  the  tired  porters,  after  they  had 
fet  down  the  pails,  and  wanted  to  take  them  tm 
again,  would  call  for  afllftance  to  thofe  who  were 
iieareft,  in  thefe  words,  Pailup^  and  eafe  us.  Tho 
ftranger  Greeks,  hearing  thefe  words  repeated  a 
thoufand  times,  as  they  pafled  the  ftreet,  thought 
*:he  inhabitants  were  pronouncing  the  name  of  theii* 
-  country,  which  made  the  foreign  Greeks  call  it 
Peloponnefus,  a  manifefl  corruption  of  Pail  up  and 
eafe  us. 

Having  mentioned  fo  many  Grecians  to  prove 
my  hypotheiis,  I  fhall  not  tire  the  reader  with  pro-* 
tlucing  an  equal  number  of  Romans,  as  I  might 
f  fily  do.  Some  few  will  be  fufficient. 

Cafar  was  the  greateft  captain  of  that  empire : 
The  word  ought  to  be  fpelt  Seifor,  becaufe  hcfeifed 
en  not  only  molt  of  the  known  world,  but  even 
the  liberties  of  his  own  country :  So  that  a  more 
proper  appellation  could  not  have  been  given  him, 

Cicero  was  a  poor  fcholar  in  the  univerfhy  of  A- 
-hcns,  wherewith  his  enemies  in  Rome  ufed  to  re- 
proach 
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proach  him ;  and,  as  he  pafTed  the  ftreets,  would 
eall  out,  0  Cifer,  Cifer  o  /  A  word  ftill  ufed  in 
•Cambridge,  and  anfwers  to  a  fervitor  in  Oxford. 

^j     f 

Anibal  was  a  fvvorn  enemy  of  the  Romans,  and 
gained  many  glorious  victories  over  them.  This 
name  appears  at  firft  repeating  to  be  a  metaphor 
drawn  from  tennis,  expreiiing  a  fliilful  gamefter, 
who  can  take  any  ball;  and  is  very  jirftly  applied  to 
fo  renowned  a  commander.  Navigators  ?.re  led  in- 
to a  ftrange  miftake  upon  this  article.  We  have 
ufuaUy  in  our  fket  a  large  man  of  war,  called 
the  Anibal  with  great  propriety,  becaufe  it  is  fo 
itrong  that  it  may  defy  any  ball  from  a  cannon. 
And  luch  is  the  deplorable  ignorance  of  our  fea- 
snen,  that  they  mifcall  it  the  Honey  ball. 

Cartago  was  the  firfl  famous  trading  city  in  the 
world  ;  where,  in  every  ftrcet,  there  was  many  a 
cart  a-  going,  probably  loaden  with  merchants 
goods.  Vide  Alexander  ak  Alexandra,  and  Siiidas 
upon  the  vrord  Cartage. 

The  word  Roman  is  perfectly  Englifh,  like  other 
words  ending  in  mm  or  mjn,  as  hangman,  dray- 
man, huntfman,  and  feveral  others.  It  was  for- 
merly fpelt  Row-man,  which  is  the  fame  with  wa- 
ter-man. And  therefore,  when  we  read  of  Jcjlat 
(or,  as  it  is  corruptly  fpelt,  Gefta)  Romanorum,  it 
k  to  be  underftood  of  the  rough  manner  of  j.cfiing 
ufed  by  watermen ;  who,  upon  the  fides  of  rivers, 
would  row  man  oe'r  *em.  This  I  think  is  clear  enough 
to  convince  the  moft  incredulous. 

Mifantbropus  was  the  name  of  an  ill-natured 
man,  which  he  obtained  by  a  cuftom  of  catching  a 
great  number  of  mice^  then  (hutting  them  up  in  a 
room  and  throwing  a  cat  among  them.  Upon 
which  his  fellow- citizens  called  him  mice  and  throw 
-pufs.  The  reader  obferves  how  much  the  ortho- 
graphy hath  been  changed  without  altering  the 
tound  :  But  fuch  depravations  we  owe  to  the  inju- 
ry of  time,  and  grois  ignorance  of  tranfcribers. 

Among 
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Among  the  antients,  fortune-telling  by  the  ftars 
was  a  very  beggarly  trade.  The  profeffors  lay  up- 
on ftraw,  and  their  cabbins  were  covered  with  the 
fame  materials:  Whence  every  one  who  followed 
that  myftery,  was  called  Aftraiu  lodger,  or  a  lodger 
in  ftraw ;  but,  in  the  new-fangled  way  of  fpellin^, 
dftrologer. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  very  word  Dipthong  is 
wholely  K-nglifh.  In  former  times  fchool  boys 
were  chaftifed  with  thongs  faftened  at  the  head  of 
a  ftick.  It  was  obferved  that  young  lads  were  much 
puzzled  with  fpelling,  and  pronouncing  words 
where  two  vowels  came  together,  and  were  often 
corrected  for  their  miftakes  in  that  point.  Upon 
thefe  occaflons  the  matter  would  dip  his  thongs  (as 

we  now  do  rods)  in  p ,  which  made  that  difficult 

union  of  vowels  to  be  called  Dipt  thong. 

Bucephalus,  the  famous  horfe  of  Alexander,  was 
fo  called  bec.iufe  there  were  many  grooms  emplby- 
ed  about  him,  which  fellows  were  always  bufy  in 
their  office  :  And,  becauie  the  horfe  had  fo  many 
bufy  felloivs  about  him,  it  was  natural  for  thofe 
who  went  to  the  ftable  to  fay,  "  Let  us  go  to  the 
bufy  fellows ;"  by  which  they  meant  to  fee  that 
Prince's  horfe.  And,  in  procefs  of  time,  thefe 
words  were  abfurdly  applied  to  the  animal  itfelf, 
which  was  thenceforth  ftyled  Bujy-felfow,  and  ve~- 
ry  improperly  Bucephalus. 

I  (hall  now  bring  a  few  proofs  of  the  fame  kind, 
to  convince  my  readers  that  our  Englifh  language 
was  well  known  to  the  Jews. 

Mofes,  the  great  leader  of  thofe  peopfe  out  of  E- 
gypt,  was  in  propriety  of  fpe^eh  called  Mow-fias9' 
becaufe  he  mowed  the  feas  down  in.  the  middle,  to 
make  a  path  for  the  Ifraelites. 

Abraham  was  a  perfon  of  ftrong  bones  and  £- 
news,  and  a  firm  walker,  which  made  the  people 
fay,  He  was  a  man  (in  the  Scotch  phrafe,  which 
comes  neareft  to  the  old  Saxon)  tfabra  ham-,  that 
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is,  of  a  brave  ftrong  ham,  from  whence  he  acquir- 
ed his  name; 

The  man  whom  the  Jews  called  Balam  was  a 
fhepherd ;  who,  by  often  crying  Ba  to  his  lambs, 
was  therefore  called  Baalamb,  or  Balam, 

Ifaac  is  nothing  elfe  but  Eyes  ake ;  becaufe  the 
Talmudijis  report-  that  he  had  a  pain,  in  his  eyes. 
Vide  Ben-gorion  and  the  Tar  gum  on  Gene/is. 

Thus  I  have  manifeftly  proved,  that  the  Greeks, 
the  Romans,  and  the  Jews,  fpoke  the  language  we 
now  do  in  England ;  which  is  an  honour  to  our 
country  that  I  thought  proper  to  fet  in  a  true 
light,  and  yet  hath  not  been  done,  as  I  have  heard, 
by  any  other  writer. 

And  thus  I  ventured  (perhaps  too  temerarioufly) 
to  contribute  my  mite  to  the  learned  world  ;  from 
whofe  candour,  if  I  may  hope  to  receive  fome  ap- 
probation, it  may  probably  give  me  encouragement 
to  proceed  on  fome  other  fpeculations,  if  poilible, 
of  greater  importance  than  what  I  now  offer;  and 
which  have  been  the  labour  of  many  years,  as  well 
as  of  conftant  watchings,  that  I  might  be  ufeful  to 
and  particularly  to  mine  own  country. 
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GOO  D-M  A  N  N  E  R  S 


AND 


GO  O  D-B  RE  E  D  ING. 


MANNERS  is  the  art  of  "making  thofe 
people  eafy  with  whom  we  converfe. 

Whoever  makes  the  feweft  perfons  uneafy,  is 
the  beft  bred  in  the  company. 

As  the  beft  law  is  founded  upon  reafon,  fo  arc 
the  beft  manners.     And   as   fome  lawyers  have  in- 
troduced unreafonable  things  into   common    law ;  j; 
fo  like  wife  many  teachers  have  introduced  abfurd 
things  into  common  good  manners. 

One  principal  point  of  this  art  is  to  fuit  our  be- 
haviour to  the  three  feveral  degrees  of  men ;  our 
fnperiors,  our  equals,  and  thofe  below  us. 

For  inftance,  to  prefs  either  of  the  two  former 
to  eat  or  drink  is  a  breach  of  manners  ;  but  a 
iradefmanor  a  farmer  muft  be  thus  treated,  or  elfe 
it  will  be  difficult  to  periuade  them  that  they  arc 


welcome. 


Pride,  ill-nature,    and   want   of  fenfe,  are    the 
three  great  fources  of  ill-manners  5  without  fome 

one 
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one  of  thefe  defers,  no  man  will  behave  himfelf  ill 
for  want\  of  experience ;  .or  of  what,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  fools,  is  called,  knowing  the  world. 

I  defy  any  one  to  ajfiign  an  incident  wherein  rea- 
fon  will  not  direct  us  what  we  are  to  fay  or  do  in 
company,  if  we  are  not  mifled  by  pride  or  ill- na- 
ture. 

Therefore  I  infill  that  good  fenfe  is  the  principal 
foundation  cf  good  manners  :   But  becaufe  the  for- 
mer is  a   gift  which  vei-y  tew  among   mankind  are 
pcffdTed  cf,  therefore    all  the  civilized   nations  of 
the  world  have  agreed   upon  fixing  fome  rules  for 
common  behaviour,  beft   iuited    to    their   general 
cuftoms  or  fancies,  as  a   kind   of   artificial   good- 
lenfe  to    fupply  the  defe6ts   of  reafon.     Without 
which,  the   gentlemenly   part  of  dunces  would  be 
perpetually  at  cuffs,  as  they  feldom  fail  when  they 
happen  to  be  drunk,  or  engaged  in  fquabbles  about 
women,  or  play.     And,  God    be  thanked,    there 
hacdly  happeneth  a  duel  in  a  year,   which  may  not 
be  imputed  to  one  of  thofe  three  motives.     Upon 
which  account  I  fhould  be  exceedingly  forry  to  find 
the  legislature  make  any  new  laws  againft  the  prac- 
tice of  duelling ;  becaufe  the  methods  are  eafy,  and 
many,  for  a  wife  man  to  avoid  a  quarrel  with  ho- 
nour, or  engage  in  it  with  innocence.     And  I  can 
difcover  no  political  evil  in  fuffering  bulKes,  iharp- 
ers,  and  rakes,  to  rid  the  world  of  each  other  by 
a  method  of  their  own,  where  the  law  hath  not 
been  able  to  find  an  expedient. 

As  the  common  forms  of  good-manners  were 
intended  for  regulating  the  conduct  of  thofe  who 
have  weak  underftandings  ;  fo  they  have  been  cor- 
rupted by  the  perfons  for  whofe  ufe  they  were  contri- 
ved. For  thefe  people  have  fallen  into  a  needlefs  and 
endlefs  way  of  multiplying  ceremonies,  which  have 
been  extremely  troubiefome  to  thofe  who  practife 
them,  and  insupportable  to  every  body  elfe :  Info- 
much 
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much,  that  wife  men  are  often  more  uneafy  at  the 
over-civility  of  thefe  refiners,  than  they  could  pof- 
fibly  be  in  the  converfation  of  peafants  or  mecha- 
nics. 

The  impertinendes  of  this  ceremonial  behaviour 
are  no  where  better  feen  than  at  thofe  tables  where 
ladies  preiide  ;  who  value  themtelves  upon  account 
of  their  good  breeding  ;  where  a  man  muft  reckon 
upon  palling  an  hour  without  doing  any  one  thing 
he  hath  a- mind  to  ;   unltfs  he  will  be  fo  hardy  as  to 
break  through  all  the  fettled  decorum  of  the  fami- 
Jy.    She  determ'ineth  what  he  loveth  beft,  and  how 
much  he  (hall  eat  ;  and  if  the  mafter  of  the  houfe 
happeneth  to  be  of  the  fame   difpofition,  he   pro- 
ceedeth  in  the  lame  tyrannical  manner  to  prescribe 
in  the  drinking  part :   At    the   fame    time  you  are 
under  the  necdlity  of  anfwering  a  thoufand  apolo- 
gies for  your  entertainment.   And  although  a  good 
deal  of  this  humour  is  pretty  well  worn  off  among 
many  people  of  the  beft  fafhion,  yet  too  much  of 
it  Hill  remaineth,  efpecially  in  the  country ;   where 
an  honed  gentleman  allured  me,  that  having  been  IP1 
kept  four  days  againft  his  will  at  a  friend's  houfe, 
with  all  the  circumftances  of  hiding  his  boots,  lock-    * 
ing    up  the  ftable,  and   other  contrivances  of  the  |££ 
like  nature,  he  could  not  remember  from  the  mo- 
ment he   came   into  the   houfe,  to  the  moment  he 
Lft  it,   any  one  thing,   wherein   his  inclination  was 
not  directly  contradicted  ;   as  if  the  whole   family     jrj 
had  entered  into  a  combination  to  torment  him. 

But,  befides  all  this,  it  would  be  endlefs  tore- 
count  the  many  fooliih  and  ridiculous  accidents  I 
have  obferved  among  thofe  unfortunate  profelytes 
to  ceremony.  I  have  feen  a  Dutchefs  fairly  knock- 
ed down  by  the  precipitancy  of  an  officious  cox- 
comb, running  to  five  her  the  trouble  of  opening 
a  door.  I  remember  upon  a  birth-day  at  court,  a 
great  lady  was  utterly  difconlolate  by  a  diih  of 
iauce  let  fall  by  a  page  directly  upon  her  head  dre's  Ilia 
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and  brocade  :  while  fhe  gave  a  fudden  turn  to  her 
elbow  upon  fome  point  u-  cere?--  ony  with  the  per- 
fon  who  fat  next  to  her.  Monfieur  Buys,  the  Dutr  h 
envoy,  whofe  politic*  and  manners  were  much  of  a 
fize,  brought  a  fon  with  him,  about  thirteen  years 
old,  to  a  great  table  at  court,  The  boy  and  his 
father,  whatever  they  put  on  their  plates,  they 
firft  offered  round  in  order,  to  every  perfon  in  the 
company;  fo  that  we  cou'd  not  get  a  minute's  quiet 
during  the  whole  dinner.  At  Tail  their  two  plates 
happened  to  encounter,  and  with  fomuch  violence, 
that  being  china,  they  broke  in  twenty  .pieces,  and 
Gained  half  the  company  with  wet  fweet-  meets  and 
cream. 

There  is  a  pedantry  in  manners,  as  in  all  arts 
and  fciences ;  and  fometimes  in  trades.  Pedantry 
is  properly  the  over  rating  any  kind  of  knowledge 
we  pretend  to.  And  if  that  knowledge  be  a  trifle 
in  itfelf,  the  pedantry  is  the  greater.  For  which 
reafon  I  look  upon  fidlers,  dancing-mafters,  he- 
ralds, matters  of  the  ceremony,  &c.  to  be  greater 
pedants  than  Lipfius,  or  the  elder  Scaliger,  With 
thefe  kind  of  pedants,  the  court,  while  I  knew  it, 
was  always  plentifully  flocked  :  I  mean  from  the 
gentleman-ufher  (at  leaft)  inclufive,  downward  to 
the  gentleman- porter ;  who  are,  generally  (peak- 
ing, the  moil  infignifkant  race  of  people  that  this 
ifland  can  afford,  and  with  the  fmalleft  tincture  of 
good  manners  ;  which  is  the  only  trade  they  pro 
fefs.  For  being  whol'ly  illiterate,  and  converging 
chiefly  with  each  other,  they  reduce  the  whole  fyi- 
tem  of  breeding  within  the  forms  and  circles  of 
their  feveral  offices  :  And  as  they  are  below  the 
notice  of  minifters,  they  live  and  die  in  court  un- 
der all  revolutions,  with  great  obfequioufnefs  to 
thofe  who  are  in  any  degree  of  credit  or  favour, 
and  with  rudenefs  and  infolence  to  every  body  elfe. 
From  whence  I  have  long  concluded,  that  good- 
manners  are  not  a  plant  of  the  court- growth  :  For 
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it   they  were,  thofe  people  who  have  under/land- 
ings directly  of  a  level  for  fuch  acquirements,    and 
tvho  have  ieived  fuch  long  apprcnticefhips  to  no- 
thing elle,   would    certainly  have  picked  them  up. 
For  as  to  the  great  ofikers  who  attend  the  Prince's 
perfon  or  councils,  or  preflde  in  his   family,  they 
are  a  traniicnt  body,  who  have  no  better  a  title  to 
good    manners,  than    their    neighbours,  nor    will 
.-probably  have  recourfe  to  gentlemen-ufhers  for  in- 
itructiOii.     So  that  I  know  little  to  be  learned  at 
court    upon  this  head,  except   in  the  material   cir- 
cumftance  of  drefs  ;  wherein  the  authority  of  the 
maids  of  honour  muft  indeed  be  allowed  to  be  al- 
inoft  equal  to  that  of  a  favourite  actrefs. 

I  remember  a  paflage  my  Lord  Bolingbroke  told 
.me,  that  going  to  receive  Prince  Eugene  of  Savoy 
ni  his  landing,  in  order  to  conduct  him  immediate- 
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ly  to  the  Queen,   the  Prince  faid  he  was  much  con- 
cerned   that  he  could  not   fee   her  Majefty  that 
night ;  for  Monfieur  Hoffman   (who  was  then  by) 
had  afiured  his  Kighnefs  that  he. could  not  be  ad- 
mitted  into    her    prefence  with  a  tied-up  periwig ; 
that  his  equipage  was  not  arrived,  and  that  he  had 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  borrow  a  long  one  among 
all  his  valets  and  pages.     My  Lord  turned  the  mat- 
ter to  a  jeft,  and  brought  the  Prince  to  her  Majef- 
ty  ;  for  which  he  was  highly  cenfured  by  the  whole 
tribe  of  gentlemen-ufhers ;  among  whom  Monfieur 
Hoffman,  an  old  dull  reiident  of  the  Emperor's, 
had  picked   up  this  material  point  of  ceremony; 
and  which,  I  believe,  was  the   bed  leffon  he  had 
learned  in  five  and  twenty  years  refidence. 

I  make  a  difference  between  good-manners  and 
good-breeding  ;  although,  in  order  to  vary  my  ex- 
preflion,  I  am  fometimes  forced  to  confound  them. 
By  the  firlr,  I  only  underftand  the  art  of  remem- 
bering, and  applying  certain  fettled  forms  of  gene- 
ral behaviour.  I3ut  goocl-breedipg  is  of  a  much 
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larger  extent;  for  befides  an  Uncommon  degree  o.f? 
literature  fuiiicient  to  qualify  a  gentleman  for  read- 
ing a  play,  or  a  political  pamphlet,  it  taketh  ir<  9 
great  compafs  of  knowledge  ;  no  kls  than  that  of 
dancing,  righting,  gaming,  making  the  circle  of" 
Italy,  riding  the  great  horfe,  and  Speaking  French  ; 
not  to  mention  fome  other  fecondary,  or  lubalteru 
accomplilhments,  which  are  more  eafily  acquired. 
So  that  the  difference  between  good- breeding  and 
good-manners  iieth  in  this  ;  that  the  former  carmot 
be  attained  to  by  the  befl  understandings  wiihout; 
fludy  and  labour  :  Whereas  a  tolerable  degree  of 
reafon  will  inftruct  us  in  every  pirt  o;  good-man- 
ners wnhout  other  affiftance. 

I  can  think  of  nothing  more  ufeful  upon  this 
fuhject,  than  to  point  out  Tome  particulars  wherein 
the  very  eflentials  of  good- manners  are  concerned, 
the  neglect  or  perverting  of  which  doth  very  much, 
difturb  the  good  commerce  of  the  world,  by  Intro 
ducifig  a  traffic  of  mutual  uneaiinefs  in  moil  com* 
panics. 

Fuji,  A  neceiTary  part  of  good  manners  is  a 
punctual  obfervance  of  time  at  our  own  dwellings., 
or  thofe  of  others,  or  at  third  places;  whether  up- 
on matter  of  civility,  bufmefs,  or  diversion  ;  which, 
rule,  though  it  be  a  plain  dictate  of  common  rea- 
fon, yet  the  greateft  minifter  *  I  ever  knew,  was 
the  greateft  trefpaiier  againftit;  by  which  all  his 
bufinefs  doubled  upon  him,  and  placed  him  in  a 
continual  arrear.  Upon  which  I  often  ufed  to  ral- 
ly him  as  deficient  in  point  of  good -manners.  I 
have  known  more  than  one  ambaflador,  and  fe- 
cretary  of  flate,  with  a  very  moderate  portion  of 
-intellectuals,  execute  their  offices  with  good  fuc° 
ctili  and  applaufe  by  the  mere  force  of  exactnefs 
and  regularity.  If  you  duly  obferve  time  for  the 
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fervice  of  anoiher,  it  doubles  the  obligation  ;  if, 
upon  your  own  account,  k  would  be  manifeft  fol- 
ly, as  well  as  ingratitude,  to  neglect  it;  if  both  are 
concerned  to  make  your  equal  or  inferior  attend 
on  you  to  his  own  d:  fad  vantage,  it.  is  pride  and  in«- 
juftice. 

Ignorance  of  forms  cannot  jwoperly  be  filled  ill- 
manners  ;  becaufe  forms  are  fubjecl:  to  frequent 
changes ;  and  consequently,  being  not  founded  up- 
on reafon,  are  beneath  a  wife  man's  regard.  Be- 
iides,  they  vary  in  every  country;  and  after  a 
ihort  period  of  time  very  frequently  in  the  fame : 
So  that  a  mans  who  travelleth,  muft  needs  be  at 
firft  a  ftranger  to  them  in  every  court  through 
which  he  pafleth  ;  and,  perhaps,  at  his  return,  as 
jiiuch  a  ftranger  in  his  own;  and,  after  ail,  they 
are  eafier  to  be  remembered  or  forgotten  than  faces,, 
or  name-s. 

Indeed,    among   the   many  impertinencies  that 
fuperficial  young  men  bring  with  them  from  abroad ,. 
ihis  bigotry  of  forms  is  one  of   the  principal,  and 
more  predominant  than  the  reft  ;  who  look  upon 
them  not  only  as  if  they  were   matters   capable  of 
admitting  of  choice,  but  even  as  points  of  impor* 
tance  ;  and  therefore  zealous  upon  all  occasions  to^ 
introduce  and  propagate  the  new  forums  and  fafhions 
they  have   brought  back  with  them  :   So   that,  u- 
fually  fpeaking,  the  word-bred  perfon  in  the  com-- 
pany,  is  a  young  traveller  juft  returned  from  a- 
broad c 
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S  I 


ALthough,  in  one  of  your  papers,  you  -  declare  - 
an  intention  of  turning  them,  during  the  dead. 
feaion  of  the  year,  into  accounts  of  donieftic  and- 
foreign  intelligence  ;  yet,  I  think  we,  your  ccrre  • 
fpoadents,  fhould  not  understand  your  meaning  fo 
Jiteraiiy,  as  if  you  intended  to  reject  inferring  any. 
ether  paper,  which  might  probably  be  ufeful  fc^ 
the  public.  Neither,  indeed,  am  I  fully  convinced" 
that  this  new  courfe  you  refolve  to  take,  will  ren- 
der you  mere  fecure  than  your  former  laudable 
practice,  of  inferting  iuch  fpeculations  as  were  lent 
you  by  feveral  well-wifliers  to  the  goodoi:  the  king- 
dom ;  however  grating  fuch  notices  might  be  to 
^bme,  who  wanted  neither  power  nor  inclination 
to  refent  them  at  your  coil.  For,  fince  there  5s  a 
direct  law  againit  fpreaciing  falfe  nev/s,  if  you 
Should  venture  to  teil  us  in  one  of  the  Craftfrnen 
that  the  Dey  cf  Algiers  had  sot  the  tcoth-ach,  or 
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the  King  of  Bantam  had  taken  a  purge,  and  the 
facls  mould  be  contradicted  in  fucceeding  pacquets ; 
I  do  not  fee  what  plea  you  could  offer  to  avoid 
the  utmoft  penalty  of  the  law,  becaufe  you  are  not 
fuppofed  to  be  very  gracious  among  thofe  who  are 
moft  able  to  hurt  vou. 

0 

Bdfides,  as  I  take  your  intentions  to  be  fincerely 
meant  for  the   public  fervice, .  fo  yoar  original  me- 
thod of  entertaining  and  inftru£ting  us  will  be  more 
general  and  more  uieful  in  this  feafon  of  the  year,, 
when  people  are  retired  to  amufements  more  cool,, 
more  innocent,  and   much   more  reasonable  than 
thofe  they  have  left ;  when  their  paffions  are  fub-- 
lided  or  iufpended  ;  when  they  have  no  occafions 
of   inflaming   themfelves,  or    each    other ;    where 
they  will    have   opportunities   of  hearing  commons 
fenfe,  every  day  in    the   week,  from  their  tenants 
or  neighbouring  farmers,  and  thereby  be  qualified,, 
an   hours  of  rain  or  leifure,   to  read    and  confider 
the  advice  or  information  you  (ha H  fend  them. 

Another  weighty  reafon  why  you  fhould  not  al- 
ter your  manner  of  writing,  by  dwindling  to  a 
news- monger,  is  becr.ufe  there  is  no  fufpeniion  of 
arms  agreed  on  between  you  and  your  adverfaries^ 
•who  fight  with  a  fort  of  weapons  which  have  two 
wonderful  qualities,  that  they  are  never  to  be  worn- 
out,  and  are  beft  wielded  by  the  weakeft  hands; 
and  which  the  poverty  of  our  language  forceth  me 
to  call  by  the  trite  appellations  of  fcurriKty,  Jlander, 
and  Blllingfgute.  I  am  far  from  thinking  that  thefe 
gentlemen,  or  rather  their  employers,  (for  the  o- 
perators  themfelves  are  too  obfcure  to  be  guefied  at) 
jfhould  be  anfwered  after  their  own  way,  although 
it  were  poilible  to  drag* them  out  of  their  obfcunty; 
but  I  wifli  you  would  inquire  what  real  ufe  fuch  a 
conduct  is  to  the  caufe  they  have  been  fo  largely 
paid  to  defend,  The  author  of  the  three  firft  Oc- 
cafional  Letters,  a  perfon  altogether  unknown, 
Jiath  been  thought  to  glance  (for  what  reafons  he 
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feeft  knows)  at  fome  public  proceedings,  as  if  they 
were  not  agreeable  to  his  private  opinions.  In  an- 
fwer  to  this,  the  pamphleteers  retained  on  the  other 
fide  are  inducted  by  their  fuperiors,  to  fingle  out 
an  adverfary,  whofe  abilities  they  moft  have  reafon 
to  apprehend,  and  to  load  himfelf,  his  family,  and 
friends,  with  all  the  infamy  that  a  perpetual  con- 
verfation  in  Bridewell,  Newgate,  and  the  ftews 
could  furnifh  them  ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  fo  ve- 
ry unluckily,  that  the  moft  diftinguifhing  parts  of- 
their  characters  (hike  directly  in  the  &ce  of  their 
benefactor,  whole  idea  prefinring  itfelf  along  with 
his  guineas,  perpetually  to  their  imagination,,  oc— 
cafioned  this  defperate  blunder, 

But,  allowing  this   heap  of  flander  to  be  truth, 
and  applied    to    the  proper  per  Ion  ;  what  is  to  be~ 
the  confequence  ?  Are   our   public   debts  to  be  the. 
fooner    paid ;  the    corruptions    that   author    com- 
plains  of   to  be  the  fooner  cured  ;  an  honourable, 
peace,  or  a  glorious  war  the  more  likely  to  eniue  ; 
trade  to  flourifh ;.  the  Oilend   company  to   be  de- 
molifhed  ;  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon  left  entire  in 
our  pofleffion  ;   the   balance  of   Europe  to  be  pre- 
ferved ;   the  malignity  or  parties   to   be  for  ever  at, 
an  end  ;  none  but  perfons  of  merit,  virtue,  genius, 
and  learning  to  be  encouraged  ?  1  alk,   whether  a-- 
ny  of  thefe  effects  will  follow  upon  the  publication 
of   this    author's  libel,    even    fuppofing   he    could 
prove  every  fyllabie  of  it  to  be  true  ? 

At  the  fame  time,  I  am  well  allured,  that  the- 
anly  reafon  of  afcribing  thofe  papers  to  a  particu- 
lar perfbn,  is  built  upon  the  information  of  a  cer- 
tain pragmatical  fpy  of  quality,  well  known  to  act 
in  that  capacity  by  thole  into  whofe  company  he. 
infinuates  himfelf;  a  fort  of  perfons  who,  although 
without  much  love,  efteem,  or  dread  of  people  in 
prefent  power,  yet  have  too  much  common  pru- 
dence to  fpeak  their  thoughts  with  freedom  be- 
fore fiich  an  intruder  5  who,  therefgve?  irnpoiea 
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grofsly  upon  his  mafters,  if  he  makes  them  pay  for" 
any  thing  but  his  own  conjectures. 

It  is  a  grievous  miftake  in  a  great  minifter  to  ne- 
gle£l  or  defpife,  much  more  to  irritate,  men  of  ge- 
nius and  learning.  I  have  heard  one  of  the  wifeft 
perfons  in  my  time  obferve,  that  an  adminiftration 
was  to  be  known  and  judged  by  the  talents  'of  thofe 
who  appeared  their  advocates  in  print.  This  I  muft 
never  allow  to  be  a  general  rule ;  yet  I  cannot  but 
think  it  prodigioufly  unfortunate,  that,  among  the 
.i-nfwerers,  defenders,  repliers,  and  panegyrifts, 
ftarted  up  in  defence  of  prefent  perfons  and  pro- 
ceedings, there  hath  not  yet  arifen  one  whofe  la- 
bours we  can  read  with  patience,  however  we  may 
applaud  their  loyalty  and  good-will.  And  all  this 
with  the  advantages  of  conftant  ready  pay,  of  na- 
tural and  acquired  venom,  and  a  grant  of  the  whole 
fund  of  flander,  to  range  over  and  riot  in  as  they 
pleafe. 

On  the  other  fide,  a  turbulent  writer  of  Occa- 
sional Letters,  and  other  vexatious  papers,  in  con- 
vunckion  perhaps  with  one  or  two  friends  as  bad  as 
himfelf,  is  able  to  difconcert,  teaze,  and  four  us 
whenever  he  thinks  fit,  merely  by  the  ftrength  of 
genius  and  truth ;  and  after  fo  dextrous  a  manner, 
that,  when  we  are  vexed  to  the  foul,  and  well  know 
the  reafons  why  we  are  fo,  we  are  aihamed  tc  own 
the  firit,  and  cannot  tell  how  to  expreis  the  other. 
In  a  word,  it  feems  to  me  that  all  the  writers  are 
on  one  fide,  and  all  the  railers  on  the  other. 

However,  I  do  not  pretend  to  afTert,  that  it  is 
impoffible  for  an  ill  minifrer  to  find  men  ot  wit  who 
may  be  drawn,  by  a  very  valuable  confideration,  to 
undertake  his  defence  ;  but  the  misto;  tune  is,  that 
the  heads  of  fuch  writers  rebel  againil  their  hearts  ; 
their  genius  forlakes  them,  when  they  would  offer- 
to  proftitute  it  to  the  fervice  of  injustice,  corrup- 
tion, party-rage,  and  falfe  representations  of  things 
and  peifons, 

And 
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And  this  is  the  bell  argument  I  can  offer  in  de* 
fence  of  great  men,  who  have  been  of  late  fo  very. 
unhappy  in  the  choice  of  their  paper-champions  ; 
although  I  cannot  much  commend  their  good  hu(~ 
bandry,  in  thofe  exorbitant  payments  of  twenty 
and  iixty  guineas  at  a  time  for  a  icurvy  pamphlet  5 
fince  the  fort  of  work  they  require  is  what  will  all 
come  within  the  talents  of  any  one  who  hath  en- 
joyed the  happinefs  of  a  very  bad  education,  hath 
kept  the  vileft  company,  is  endowed  with  a  fervile 
fpirit,  is  mafter  of  an  empty  purfe,  and  a  heart  full 
of  malice. 

But,  to  fpeak  the  truth  in  fobernefs  ;  it  fhould 
feem  a  little  hard,  fince  the  old  Whiggifh  principle 
hath  been  recalled,  of  (landing  up  for  the  liberty, 
of  the  prefs,  to  a  degree  that  no  man,  for  feveral 
years  paft,  durft  venture  out  a  thought  which  did 
not  fquare  to  a  point  with  the  maxims  and  prac- 
tices that  then  prevailed  :  I  fay,  it  is  a  little  hard 
that  the  vileft  mercenaries  ihould  be  countenan^ 
ced,  preferred,  rewarded,  for  difcharging  their 
brutalities- againft  men  of  honour,  only  upon  a.barc 
conjecture; 

If  it  fhould  happen  that  thefe  profligates  have 
attacked  an  innocent  perfon,  i  afk  what  latisfa&ion* 
can  their  hirers  give  in.  return  ?  Not  all  the  wealth 
raked  together  by  the  moil  corrupt  rapacious  mini- 
fters,  in  the  longeft  courfe  of  unlimited  power,, 
would  be  fufEcient  to  atone  for  the  hundredth  part: 
of  fuch  an  injury.. 

In  the  common  way  of  thinking,  it  is  a  fituation 
fufficient  in  all  conicience  to  farisfy  a  reafonable 
Ambition,  fora  private  perfon  to  command  the  laws, 
the  forces,  the  revenues  of  a  great  k  ngdom,  to  re- 
ward and  advance  his  followers  and  flatterers  as  he 
plea fes,  and  to  keep  his  enemies  (real  or  imaginary) 
in  the  duft.  In  iiich  an  exaltation,  why  fhould  he 
be  at  the  trouble  to  make  ufe  of  fools  to  found  his 
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praifss,  (bccaufe  I  always  thought  the  lion  was  hvrd 
iet,  when  he  cho^e  the  a  is  for  his  trumpeter),  or 
knaves  to  revenge  his  quarrels,  at  the  expence  ot 
innocent  mens  reputations  ? 

With  all  thofe  advantages,  I  cannot  fee  whyper- 
fuiis,  in  the  height  of  power,  fhould  be  under  the 
)t-v;ft  concern  on  account  of  their  reputation,  for 
which  they  have  no  manner  ci  Life  ;  or  to  ruin 
that  of  others,  which  may  perhaps  be  the  only 
poiieflion  their  enemies  have  left  them.  SuppoHng 
times  of  corruption,  which  I  am  very  far  from  do- 
ing, if  a  writer  displays  them  in  their  proper  co* 
Icm/s,  docs  he  do  any  thing  worfe  than  fending 


euiicmers  to  the  fhop  ?  Here  only,  at  the  fign  cf 
the  ISraziri  Head,  are  to  be  fold  places  and  pen  lions: 
Beware  of  counterfeits,  and  take  care  of  mistaking 
the  door, 

For  my  own  part,  I  think  it  very  unneccilary  to 
give  the  character  of  a-  great  minlfter  in  the  fuinefs 
of  His'power,  becaufe  it  is  a  thing  that  naturally 
does  itfelf,  and  is  obvioiib  to  the  eyes  of  all  m.m- 
kind  ;  for  his  perfonai  qualities  are  all  derived  into 
the  mod  minute  parts  of  his  adminiftratiou.  If 
this  be  jiift,  prudent,  regular,  impartial,  intent  up- 
on the  public  good,  prepared  for  prefent  exigencies, 
and  provident  of  the  future;  fuch  is  the  director.- 
hirnfelf  in  his  private  capacity  :  If  it  be  rapacious, 
infolent,  partial,  palliating  long  and  deep  difeafes  cf 


public  with  empirical  remedies,  falfe,  difguifed, 
impudent,  malicious,  revengeful  ;  you  fliall  infalli- 
bly find  the  private  life  of  the  conductor  to  anfvver 
in  every  point  ;  nay,  what  is  more,  every  twinge  of 
the  gout  or  gravel  will  be  felt  in  their  confequences 
by  the  community  :  As  the  thief-catcher,  upon 
viewing  a  houfe  broke  open,  could  immediately  dif- 
tinguilh,  from  the  manner  of  the  workmanihip,  by 
\vimt  hand  it  was  done. 

U  i=  hard  to  form  a  maxim  againft  which  an  ex- 

ception 
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ception  is  not  ready  to  {tart  up  :  So,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  where  the  minifter  grows  enormouily  rich, 
the  public  is  proportion  ably  poor  ;  as,  in  a  private 
family,  the  fteward  alwa-vs  thrives  the  fa  ft  eft  when 

*   *  * 

his  Lord  is  running  out. 
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MEMBER  of   PARLIAMENT 

in  IRELAND, 

Upon  the  chufing  a  new  SPEAKER  there. 
Written  in  the  Year  MDCCVIII. 

SIR, 

YOU  may  enfily  believe  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed 
at  what  you  te<l  me,  fince  it  is  but  a  confirma- 
tion of  my  own  conjecture  that  I  fent  you  laft  week, 
and  made  you  my  reproaches  upon  it  at  a  venture. 
It  looks  exceeding  ftrange,  yet  1  believe  it  to  be  a 
great  truth,  that,  in  order  to  carry  a  point  in  your 
Houfe,  the  two  following  circumftitnces  are  of  great 
advantage  :  Fuji,  To  have  an  ill  caufe  ;  and,  fe- 
condly,  to  be  a  minority.  For  both  thefe  circum- 
ftances  are  extremely  apt  to  invite  men,  to  make 
them  ailiduous  in  their  attendance,  watchful  of  op- 
portunities, zealous  for  gaining  over  profelytes,  and 
often  fuccefsful ;  which  ib  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
when  favour  and  intereft  are  on  the  fide  of  their 
opinion :  "Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  a  majority 
\vith  a  good  caufe  are  negligent  and  fupine.  They 
think  it  fufficient  to  declare  themfelves  upon  opini- 
on in  favour  of  their  party  •,  but,  failing  againft 
tlie  tide  of  favour  and  preferment,  they  are  eafily 
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fcattered  and  driven  back.  In  fhort,  they  want  a 
common  principle  to  cement,  and  motive  to  fpirit 
them.  For  the  bare  a&ing  upon  a  principle  from 
the  dictates  of  a  good  conicience,  or  prcfpect  of 
ferving  the  public,  will  not  go  very  far  under  the 
prefen t  dilpofuions  of  mankind.  This  was  amply 
verified  laft  feffions  of  parliament,  upon  occ.ifion  o£ 
the  money-bill,  the  merits  of  which  I  fliall  not  pre- 
tend to  examine.  It  is  enough  that,  upon  the  rirft 
news  of  its  tranfmiffion  hither,  in  the  form  it  after- 
wards appeared,  the  members,  upon  difcourfe  with, 
their  friends,  feemed  unanimous  againft  it,  i  mean 
thofe  of  both  parties,  except  a  few,  who  were  look- 
ed upon  as  perfons  ready  to  go  any  lengths  pre- 
fcribed  them  by  the  court.  Yet,  with  only  a  weak 
canvaffins:  among  a  very  few  hands,  the  bill  paft, 
after  a  full  debate,  by  a  very  great  majority.  Yet, 
I  believe,  you  will  hardly  attempt  perfuading  me, 
or  any  body  elfe,  that  one  man  in  ten,  of  thofe 
who  changed  their  language,  were  moved  by  rea- 
fons  any  way  afrecYmg  the  merits  of  the  cr.ufe,  but 
merely  through  hope,  fear,  indolence,  or  gootl- 
manners,  Nay,  I  have  been  afiured  from  good 
hands,  that  there  was  ftill  a  number  fufrkicnt  to 
make  a  majority  againft  the  bill,  if  they  had  not 
apprehended  the  other  fide  to  be  fccure,  and 
therefore  thought  it  imprudence,  by  declaring 
themfelves,  to  difoblige  the  government  to  no  pur- 
pofe. 

Reflecting  upon  this,  and  forty  other  paiiages,  in 
the  feveral  Houfes  of  Commons  fince  the  iltvolu- 
tion,  makes  me  apt  to  think  there  is  ncthinb  .  Chief 
Governor  can  be  commanded  10  attempt  here 
wherein  he  may  not  fucceed,  with  a  very  compe- 
tent fliare  of  addrefs,  and  with  inch  aiTiitance  as 
he  will  always  find  ready  at  his  devotion.  And 
therefore  I  repeat  what  I  laid  at  fir  ft,  that  I  am  not 
at  all  furprif  d  at  \vlrn  you  tell  me.  For,  if  there 
had  been  the  leaft  fuark  of  \  ubiic  fpiric  left,  thofe 
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\vho  wiilied  well  to  their  country,  and  its  conftitu- 
tion  in  church  and  Mate,  fhould,  upon  the  lirft 
news  of  the  late  Speaker's  promotion,  (and  you 
and  I  know  it  might  have  been  done  a  great  deal 
fooner)  have  immediately  gone  together,  and  con- 
fulted  about  the  fmeft  perfon  to  fucceed  him.'  But, 
by  all  I  can  comprehend,  you  have  been  fo  far 
from  proceeding  thus,  that  it  hardly  evei  came  in- 
to any  of  your  heads.  And  the  reafon  you  give  is 
the  worft  in  the  world  :  That  none  offered  them- 
felves,  and  you  knew  not  whom  to  pitch  upon.  .It 
ieems,  however,  the  other  party  was  more  refolved 
or  at  leaft  not  fo  mode  ft  :  For  you  fay  your  vote  is 
engaged  againft  your  opinion,  and  feveral  gentle- 
in  en  in  my  neighbourhood  tell  me  the  fame  ftory 
of  themfelves.  This,  I  confefs,  is  of  an  unufual 
IT  rain,  and  a  good  many  ileps  below  any  conde- 
fcenfions  a  court  \vill,  I  hope,  ever  require  from 
you.  I  (hall  not  trouble  myielf  to  inquire  who  is" 
the  perfon  for  whom  you  and  others  are  engaged, 
or  whether  there  be  more  candidates  from  thut  fide 
than  one.  You  tell  me  nothing  of  either,  and  I 
never  thought  it  worth  the  queftion  to  any  body 
clfe.  But,  in  fo  weighty  an  affair,  and  againil 
your  judgement,  I  cannot  look  upon  you  as  irre- 
vocably determined.  Therefore  I  defire  you  will 
give  me  leave  to  reafon  with  you  a  little  upon  the 
iubjecl:,  left  your  compliance,  or  inadvertency, 
fhould  put  you  upon  what  you  may  have  caufe  to 
repent  of  as  long  as  you  live. 

You  know  very  well,  the  great  bufinefs  of  the 
high-flying  Yvrhigs,  at  this  juncture,  is  to  endea- 
vour a  repeal  of  the  Teft-claufe.  You  know,  like- 
\vife  that  the  moderate  men,  both  of  High  and 
Low-church,  profefs  to  be  wholly  averfe  from  this 
delign,  as  thinking  it-  beneath  the  policy  of  co:ii- 
nion  gardeners  to  tut  do\v;i  the  only  hedge  that 
fhdce-rs  from  the  north.  Now.  I  will  put  the  cafe: 
li:  iL_:  perfon  to  whom  you  have  promifed  your 

vote 
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vote  be  one  of  whom  you  ha.ve  the  leaft  apprehen- 
fion  that  he  will  promote  or  ailent  to  the  repealing 
of  that  claufe,  whe'her  it  be  decent  or  proper  he 
fhould  be  the  mouth  of  an  aff.'ribly,  whereof  a 
very  great  majority  pretend  to  abhor  his  opinion  ? 
Can  a  body,  whole  mouth  and  heart  mull  go  ib 
contrai  iways,  ever  a6l  with  flncerity,  or  hardly  with 
confiftence  ?  Such  a  man  is  no  proper  vehicle  to  re- 
tain or  convey  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  which,  in  ib 
many  points  of  the  greateft  moment,  will  be  direct- 
ly contrary  to  his.  It  is  full  as  abiurd,  as  to  prefer 
a  man  to  a  bifhopric  who  denies  revealed  religion. 
But  it  may  pofiibly  be  a  great  deal  wcrfe.  What 
if  the  peifon  you  clefign  to  vote  into  that  import- 
ant poll,  fhould  not  only  be  a  declared  enemy  of 
the  Sacramental  Tell,  but  fhould  prove  to  be  a  fol- 
liciror,  an  encourager,  or  even  a  penner  of  ad- 
drefles  to  complain  of  it  ?  Do  you  think,  it  fo  indif- 
ferent a  thing,  that  a  promife  of  count,  the  effect 
of  compliance,  importunity,  (ha me  of  remiing.  or 
any  the  like  motive,  fhali  oblige  you  pail  the  power 
of  retracing? 

o 

Perhaps  you  will  tell  me,  as  fome  have  already 
had  the  ueaknefs,  that  it  is  of  little  importance  10 
either  party  to  have  a  fpeaker  of  their  ii'Je,  his  bu- 
finefs  being  only  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  and 
report  it ;  that  you  often,  at  committees,  put  an 
able  fpeaker  into  the  chair  on  purpoie  to  prevent 
him  from  flopping  a  bill.  "Why,  if  it  were  no 
more  than  this  ;  I  believe  I  fhould  hardly  chufe, 
even  among  my  footmen,  fuch  a  one  to  deliver  a 
k  meflage,  whofe  inter  eft  and  opinion  led  him  to  v.  ifh 
it  might  mifcarry.  But  I  remember  to  have  heard 
Colonel  Birch  of  Hereforclfhire  fay,  that  he  was  a 
very  forry  fpeaker,  whole  iingle  vote  was  not  better 
than  fifty  common  ones.  I  am  fure  it  is  reckoned 
in  England  the  fir  ft  great  left  of  the  prevalency  of 
either  party  in  the  Houfe.  Sir  Thomas  Lyttleton 
thought,  that  a  Houfe  of  Commons  with  a  ftink- 
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ing  breath  (fuppofing  the  Speaker  to  be  the  mouth) 
would  go  near  to  infect  every  thing  within  the  walls, 
and  a  great  deal  without.  It  is  the  fmalleft  pait  of 
an  able  Speaker's  bufinefs,  what  he  performs  in  the 
Houfe,  at  leait  if  he  be  in  with  the  court,  when  it 
is  hard  to  fay  how  many  converts  may  be  made  iri 
a  circle  of  dinner  or  private  cabals.  And  you  and 
I  eaiily  call  »-o  mind  a  gentleman  in  that  ftation,  in 
EagLmd,  who,  by  his  own  arts  and  perfonal  cre- 
dit, was  able  to  draw  over  a  majority,  and  change 
the  whole  power  of  a  prevailing  fide  in  a  nice  junc- 
ture of  affairs,  and  made  a  parliament  expire  in 
one  party  who  had  lived  in  another. 

I  am.  far  from  an  inclination  to  multiply  party- 
cm!  fes,  but  furely  the  beft  of  us  can  with  very  511 
grace  make  that  an  objecYion,  who  have  not  been 
lo  nice  in  matters  of  much  lefs  importance.  Yet  I 
have  heard  fome  perfons  ot  both  fides  gravely  deli- 
ver themfelves  in  this  manner :  Why  ihould  we 
make  the  chufing  a  fpeiker  a  party- caufe  ?  Let  us 
fix  upon  one  who  is  well  verfed  in  the  practices  and 
methods  of  parliament.  And  I  believe  there  are 
too  many  who  would  talk  at  the  fame  rate,  if  the 
queftion  were  not  only  about  abolishing  the  Sacra- 
mental Teft,  but  the  facrament  itfelf. 

But  fuppofe  the  principles  of  the  moft  artful 
Speaker  would  have  no  influence  either  to  obtain 
or  obftruct  any  point  in  parliament,  who  can  an- 
fvver  v.-hat  cllccts  fuch  a  choice  may  produce  \vith- 
out  «.1oors  ?  it  is  obvious  how  fuch  a  matter  ferves 
to  n-.il  e  the  fpirits  and  hopes  of  the  DiiTenters  and 
their  high  flying  advocates,  what  lengths  they  run, 
what  concluiions  they  form,  and  what  hopes  they 
entertain.  Do  they  hear  of  a  new  friend  in  olHce? 
Th  it  is  encouragement  enough  to  praclife  the  city, 
ngriinft  the  opinion  of  a  majority,  into  an  addrefs 
TO  the.  Qneen  for  repealing  the  Sacramental  Teft; 
or  ilTue  out  their  orders  to  the  next  fanatic  parfon 
to  furhiili  up  his  old  fermons,  and  preach  and  print 

new 
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new  ones  directly  againft  Epifcopacy.  I  would  lay 
a  good  wager,  that,  if  the  choice  of  a  new  Speaker 
fucceeds  exactly  to  their  liking,  we  fhall  fee  it  foon 
•  followed  by  many  new  attempts,  either  in  the  form 
of  pamphlet,  fermon,  or  addrefs,  to  the  fame,  or 
perhaps  more  dangerous  purposes. 

Suppoiing  the  Speaker's  oince  to  be  only  an  em- 
ployment of  profit  and  honour,  and  a  ftep  to  a 
better;  fince  it  is  in  your  own  gift,  will  you  not: 
chufe  to  bsftow  it  upon  fome  perfon  whofe  princi- 
ples the  majority  of  you  pretend,  to  approve,  if  It 
were  only  to  be  fure  of  a  worthy  man  hereafter  in 
a  high  ilation,  on  the  bench  or  at  the  bar  ? 

I  confefs,  if  it  were  a  thing  poiiible  to  be  com- 
pafTed,  it  would  feem  mo  ft  re-ifonable  to  fill  the 
chair  with  fome  peribn  who  would  be  entirely  de 
voted  to  neither  party  :  But  fince  there  are  fo  few 
of  that  character,  and  thofe  either  unqualified  or 
unfriended,  I  cannot  fee  how  a  majority  will  an- 
fwer  it  to  their  reputation,  to  be  fo  ill  provided  of 
able  perfons,  that  they  muft  have  recourfe  for  a 
leader  to  their  adverfaries,  a  proceeding  o,f  which 
I  never  met  with  above  one  example,  and  even  that 
fucceedcd  but  ill,  though  it  was  recommenced  by 
an  oracle,  which  advifed  fome  city  in  Greece  to  beg 
a  General  from  their  enemies,  who,  in  icorn,  fi  nt 
them  either  a  fidier  or  a  poet,  I  have  forgotten 
Avhich  ;  but  fo  much  I  remember,  that  his  conduct 
was  fuch,  as  they  ibon  grew  weary  of  him. 

You  pretend  to  be  heartily  refolved  againft  re- 
pealing the  Sacramental  Te ft,  yet,  at  the  fame  time, 
give  the  only  great  employment  you  have  to  difpofe 
of,  to  a  peribn  who  will  take  that  tcft  againft 
ftomach,  (by  which  word  I  undcrftand  many  a 
man's  confcience),  who  earneftly  wifhctn  it  repeal- 
ed, and  will  endeavour  it  to  the  utmoft  of  his  pow- 
er; fo  that  the  firft  action,  after  you  meet,  will  be 
a  fort  of  contravention  to  that  Teft  :  And  will  any 
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body  go  further  than  your  practice  to  judge  of  your 
principles  ? 

And  now  I  am  upon  this  fubject,  I  cannot  con- 
clude without  faying  fomething  to  a  very  popular 
argument  ag-iinft  that  Sacramental  Teft,  which  may 
be  apt  to  (hake  many  of  thofe  who  would  other- 
wife  wifli  well  enough  to  it.  They  fay  it  was  a  new 
hardfhip  put  upon  the  Diflenters*  without  any  pro- 
vocation ;  and,  it  is  plain,  could  be  no  way  necef- 
fary,  becaufe  we  had  peaceably  lived  together  fo 
long  without  it.  They  add  fome  other  circum- 
itances  of  the  arts  by  which  it  was  obtained,  and 
the  per fon  by  whom  it  was  infened.  Surely  fuch 
people  do  not  conlider  that  the  penal  laws  againft 
Diflenters  were  made  wholly  ineffectual  by  the  con- 
nivance  and  mercy  of  the  government,  fo  that  all 
employments  of  the  ftate  lay  as  open  to  them  as 
they  did  to  the  beft  and  molt  legal  fubjects.  And 
what  progrefs  they  would  have  made  by  the  ad- 
vantages of  a  lure  conjuncture,  is  obvious  to  ima- 
gine ;  which  1  take  to  be  a  full  anfwer  to  that  ob- 
jection. 

I  remember,  upon  the  tranfmiffion  of  that  bill 
with  the  Teft-claufe  ir.ferted,  the  Diflenters  and 
their  partizans,  among  other  topics,  (poke  much 
of  the  good  effects  produced  by  the  lenity  of  the 
government  :  That  the  Prcfbyterians  were  grown 
very  inconflderable  in  their  number  and  quality, 
and  would  daily  come  into  the  church,  if  we  did 
not  fright  them  from  it  by  new  feverities.  When 
the  act  was  pafled,  they  prefently  changed  their 
{tile,  and  railed  a  clamour  through. both  kingdoms, 
of  the  great  numbers  of  considerable  gentry  who  were 
laid  aiide,  and  could  no  longer  ferve  their  Qneen 
and  country  ?  Which  hyperbolical  way  of  reckon- 
ing, when  it  came  to  be  melted  down  into  truth, 
amounted  to  about  fifteen  country  juftices,  moftof 
them  of  the  loweft  iize,  for  eft-ate,  quality,  or  un- 
tlcrftanding.  However,  this  puts  me  in  mind  of  a 

paflage 
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paiTage  told  me  by  a  great  man,  although  I  know 
not  whether  it  be  any  where  recorded.  That  a 
complaint  was  made  to  the  King  and  Council  of 
Sweden,  of  a  prodigious  fwarm  of  Scots,  who, 
under  the  condition  of  pedlars,  infefted  that  king- 
dom to  fuch  a  degree,  as,  if  not  fuddenly  prevent- 
ed, might  in  time  prove  dangerous  to  the  ftate,  by 
joining  with  any  discontented  party.  Meanwhile 
the  Scots,  by  their  agents,  placed  a  good  fum  of 
money  to  engage  the  offices  of  the  prime  Minifter 
in  their  behalf ;  who,  in  order  to  their  defence, 
told  the  Council,  He  was  allured  they  were  but  a 
few  inconiiderable  people,  that  lived  honeftly  and 
poorly,  and  were  not  of  any  confequence.  Their 
enemies  offered  to  prove  the  contrary:  Whereupon 
an  order  was  made  to  take  their  numbers,  which 
was  found  to  amount,  as  I  remember,  to  about 
thirty  thoufand.  The  affair  was  again  brought  be- 
fore the  Council,  and  great  reproaches  made  the 
firft  minifter,  for  his  ill  computation  ;  who  prefent- 
ly  taking  the  other  handle,  laid,  he  had  reafon  to 
believe  the  number  yet  greater  than  what  was  return- 
ed;.and  ihen  gravely  offered  to  the  King's  coniidera- 
tion,  whether  it  were  fafe  to  render  defpcrate  fo 
great  a  body  of  able  men,  who  had  little  to  lofe, 
and  whom  any  hard  treatment  would  only  ferve  to 
unite  into  a  power  capable  of  difturblng,  if  not  de- 
ftroying  the  peace  of  the  kingdom.  And  fo  they 
were  fuffered  to  continue. 
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LETTER   from    Sir  JOHN  BROWNE 

T    O 

DOCTOR     SWIFT. 

Dawfon-Streft)  April '4.  1728. 

REVEREND  SIR, 

T>  Y  a  flrange  fatality,  though  you  were  the  only 
•*-*  perfon  in  the  world  from  whom  I  would  con- 
ceal my  being  an  author,  yet  you  were  unaccount- 
ably the  only  one  let  into  the  iecret  of  it :  The  ig- 
norant poor  man,  who  was  entrufted  by  me  to  de- 
liver out  the  little  books,  though  he  kept  the  fe- 
cret  from  all  others,  yet,  from  the  nature  of  the 
fubjeft,  he  concluded  that  I  could  have  no  intereft 
in  concealing  it  from  you,  who  were  Ib  univerfally 
known  to  be  an  indefatigable  promoter  of  the  ge- 
neral welfare  of  Ireland.  But,  though  the  acci- 
dent gave  me  forne  uneafincfs  at  firft  ;  yet,  when  I 
confider  your  character,  I  cannot  doubt  (however 
{lender  the  foundation  of  fuch  a  hope  may  be  from 
any  merits  of  my  own)  but  your  generofity  will 
oblige  you  to  conceal  what  chance  has  revealed  to 
you,  and  incline  you  to  judge  of  me,  not  from  the 
report  of  my  enemies,  but  from  what  I  appear  in 
the  little  tracts  which  have  waited  on  you. 

I  lhall  not  prefume,  Sir,  to  detain  you  with  the 
narrative  of  the  original,  and  progrefs  of  the  par- 
liamentary accufations   and  votes   againft  me  ;  al- 
though, 
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though,  would  you  do  me  the  honour  to  inquire, 
I  could  eafily  convince  you  from  my  own  particu- 
lar cafe,  that  men  have  two  characters,  one  which 
is  either  good  or  bad,  according  to  the  prevailing 
number  of  their  friends  or  enemies,  and  one  which 
never  varies  for  either  :  One  which  has  little  or  no 
regard  to  the  virtue  or  vice  of  the  fubjecl,  and  one 
which  regards  that  alone,  is  inherent  (if  I  may  fay 
fo)  in  the  fubjecl,  and  defcribes  it  what  it  really  is, 
•without  regard  either  to  friends  or  enemies. 

All  I  fhall  beg  of  you,  is  to  fufpend  your  judg- 
ment upon  it,  lince  all  parties  allow  that  although. 
I  had  feveral  fummons  from  the  Committee  for 
Monday,  and  many  evidences  on  the  road  in  obe- 
dience to  their  fummons,  yet  I  was  tied  down  by 
the  Committee  the  preceding  Saturday,  and  de- 
prived of  the  benefit  of  all  my  evidences,  notwith- 
flanding  any  thing  I  could  urge  to  the  contrary. 
This  I  hope  I  may  fay  without  injury  to  Mr.  Bing- 
ham  :  For  fure  he  may  be  entirely  innocent,  and 
yet  a  magiilrate  under  the  immediate  direction  of 
the  Lord  Chief- Juftice  who  takes  examinations  a- 
gainft  him  :  Examinations  that  do  not  even  con- 
tain matter  to  form  an  indictment  upon,  may  be 
innocent  alfo. 

It  (hall  fufKce  therefore  to  fay,  I  went  from  Ire- 
land loaded  with  the  fevereft  cenfures  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  :  Injured}  as  I  thought,  and  opprefTed. 
to  the  greater!:  degree  imaginable,  robbed  of  that 
character,  which  was  dearer  to  me  than  life  itfelf ; 
and  ail  that  by  an  overbearing,  overpowering 
intereft. 

I  fought,  in  England,  for  that  peace  and  pra- 
teclion  which  was  denied  me  at  home.  My  public 
character  followed  me  :  My  countrymen  avoided 
me.  The  na  ure  of  man  is  ibciable  :  I  was  forced 
to  herd  with  ftrangers.  A  prime  minifter,  engaged 
in  the  fuccefs  of  a  fcheme,  wants  no  emifTiries  to 
ipy  out  all  that  makes  for  him,  and  to  fly  with 

what 


286  A  LETTER  from 

what  they  have  found  to  their  employer.  I  was 
unfortunately  fet  by  thofe  fort  of  creatures  :  My 
lentiments  on  the  ilate  of  our  money-matters  were 
induftrioufly  lifted  ihioughme;  and  when  that  was* 
done,  before  I  knew  any  ihing  of  the  matter,  I 
was  ferved  with  his  Majclly's  fummons :  In  a  hurry 
I  ran  out  of  town,  and  ftaid  in  the  country  a 
while  ;  but,  on  my  return  again,  fcund  another 
fummons  at  my  lodgings  ;  and,  terrifit  d  by  the  dif- 
mal  effects  of  power  at  home  from  ri iking  a  fecond 
fhip  wreck  abroad,  I  yielded  to  it,  and  appealed  at 
the  Cockpit. 

It  is  true  my  appearance  at  the  Cockpit,  to  thore 
who  knew  me  only  by  the  votes  of  the  Houfc  >f 
Commons,  muft  have  looked  like  a  deilgn  of  ic- 
verge ;  and  1  had  many  and  powerful  enemies  who 
gave  all  my  actions  the  worft  colour.  But,  to  take 
the  matter  impartially,  Sir,  is  there  no  allowance 
to  he  made  for  a  mind  already  brckrn  by  the  dif-* 
mal  effects  o'  prevailing  power,  and  filled  with  the 
appreheniions  of  fecond  dangers  ?  Is  there  no  al- 
lowance  for  a  man,  young  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
world,  under  ail  thefe  fears  and misfortunes,  if  he 
has  yield. d  to  the  repeated  iummons  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  England,  in  which  his  Majefty  was  preienf, 
and  if  he  was  there,  after  a  long  and  ftrenui  us  op- 
pofition,  forced  to  tell  his  featiments  ?  Forced, 
Sir,  to  tell  his  fentiments,  not  in  the  manner  re- 
prefented  to  the  world,  but  in  a  manner  ihe  moft 
cautious  of  giving  room  tor  a  pretence  to  oppofc 
the  inclinations  of  our  parliament 

But,  alas,  the  confeque  ce  !  You,  Sir,  the  de- 
fendei  of  Ireland,  was  foon  engaged  againft  me 
on  that  account :  and  that  fatal  genius  of  yours,  in 
an  inftant,  ruined  my  character  ;  but,  even  ruin- 
bearing  as  it  was,  1  blefTed  it :  The  caufe  which 
you  undertook  was  dear  to  me  ;  and,  though  fame 
is  the  lad  thing  which  one  would  facrifice  even  for  his 
country,  yet  I  parted  with  that  with  pleafure,  whilft 

you 
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-you  thought  it  neceflary  for  the  public  good  fo  to 
do  :  But  now  the  end  is  fervcd,  Dear  Sir,  may  not 
the  man  have  his  mare  again  ? 

Plato  being  told  that  certain  perfons  afperfed  his 
character,  and  reprefented  him  abroad  as  a  very  ill 
maa ;  inftead  of  expostulating  with  his  enemies, 

"and  returning  reproach  for  reproach,  concealed 
himfelf,  faying,  Ao  matter,  my  friends,  the  ivhole 
life  of  Plato  /hall give  bis  accitfers  the  lie. 

Could  I  let  before  me  a  greater  example  !  Under 
the  general  difpleafure  of  my  cuuntry,  under  all 
the  cenfures  which  the  reftlefs  malice  of  my  ene- 
mies could  devife,  and  under  the  keen  edge  of  the 
Drapier's  wit ;  the  only  revenge  I  indulged  myfelf, 
was  by  a  fteady  love  for  my  country,  and  by 

.manifeft  acts  of  affection  thereto,  to  be  a  filent  re- 
proach to  the  foul  tongues  of  my  enemies. 

Permit  then,  Sir,  permit  me  in  peace  to  take  his 
great  example  ;  and  no  longer  give  way  to  the 
power  of  my  enemies,  by  continuing  to  opprefs 
me.  They  have  already  gained  their  caufe  by  you  : 
.But  I  muft  fay,  it  was  not  the  fword  of  Ajax,  but 
the  armour  of  Achilles  which  he  put  on,  that  won 
the  day. 

The  caufe  for  wliich  you  undertook  my  ruin, 
was  the  caufe  of  my  country  :  It  was  a  good  caufe, 
and  you  fliall  ever  find  me  of  that  fide.  You  have 

•  carried  it,  and  I  know  you  will  no  longer  be  my  e- 
nemy.  But  ahs  !  Sir,  as  long  as  your  works  fub- 

•fift,  wherever  they  be  read,  even  unto  the  end  of 
time,  mull  I  be  branded  as  a  villain.  It  is  a  hard 
fentence  ;  and  yet,  unlefs  the  fpear  of  Achilles,  the 
fame  inftrument  which  gave  the  wound,  adminifter 
the  remedy,  it  muft  be  fo. 

In  fhort,  Sir,  you  muft  be  a  man  of  honour  :  It 
is  not  poilible  that  honour  fhould  be  wanting  where 
all  the  diftinguifhing  characteriftics of  it  are  found  : 
1  cannot  doubt  it;  and  therefore,  I  will  let  you 

fully 
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fully  into  a  fecret  which  accident  has  given  you  a 
part  of,  and  I  am  fure  you  will  keep  it. 

The  fource  of  all  my  misfortunes  was  the  vote  of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but  I  have  laboured  how- 
ever, as  I  always  (hall,  to  ferve  my  country  and 
make  myfelf  agreeable  to  them  :  And  though  the 
misfortune  of  a  bad  public  character  deprived  me 
of  the  private  converfation  of  my  countrymen, 
which  is  the  fureft  and  beft  way  to  know  our  true 
intereft  j  yet  I  flatter  myfelf  that  my  little  EfTays 
may  be  ufeful,  at  leaft  they  may  be  no  bad  begin- 
ning :  And  you  know  it  is  eafy  to  add  to  a  work 
once  begun.  But  if  the  work  is  known  to  be  mine, 
the  very  name  will  condemn  it,  and  render  it  uie- 
lefs  to  my  country. 

Whatever  the  faults  maybe,  I  have  publicly  ap- 
plied to  you  to  mend  them,  before  the  bearer's 
miftake  made  me  determine  this  private  application 
to  you  :  And  I  muft  fay,  that  I  iliall  reckon  it  no 
fmall  degree  of  honour,  if  you  take  that  trouble 
upon  you.. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  fhall  beg  the  favour  of  you, 
to  keep  a  fecret  which  no  other  perfon  but  my 
printer,  my  bookfeller,  and  the  bearer  knows. 
I  am, 

REVEREND  SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

JOHN  BROWNE. 
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MB.,  MACCULLA'S   Project  about   HALFPENCE, 
and  a  new  one  propofed. 

Written  in  MDCCXXIX. 


O  U  defire  to  know  my  opinion  concerning 
Mr.  MacCulla';>  project,  of  circulating  notes 
ftaniped  on  copper,  that  {hall  pafs  for  the  value 
of  halfpence  and  pence.  I  have  fome  knowledge 
of  the  man  ;  and,  about  a  month  ago,  he  brought 
me  his  book,  with  a  couple  of  his  halfpenny  notes  : 
But  I  was  then  cut  of  order,  and  he  could  not  be 
admitted.  Since  that  time  I  called  at  his  houfe, 
where  I  difcourfed  the  whole  affair  with  him  as 
thoroughly  as  I  could.  I  am  altogether  a  ftranger 
to  his  character.  He  talked  to  me  in  the  ufual 
ftile,  with  a  great  profcffion  of  zeal  for  the  public 
good  ;  which  is  the  common  cant  of  all  projectors 
in  their  bills,  from  a  fir  ft  Miniiter  of  State  down  to 
a  corn  -cutter.  But,  I  flopped  him  fhort,  as  I 
would  have  done  a  better  man  ;  becaufe  it  is  too 
grofs  a  practice  to  pafs  at  any  time,  and  efpecially 
in  this  age,  where  we  all  know  one  another  fo  well. 
Yet,  whoever  propofeth  any  fcheme,  which  may 
prove  to  be  a  public  benefit,  I  (hall  not  quarrel,  if 
VOL.  XII.  Bb 
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it  prove  likewife  very  beneficial  to  himfelf.  It  is 
certain,  that,  next  to  the  want  of  illver,  our  great- 
eft  dillrefs  in  point  of  coin  is  the  want  of  (Lull 
change,  which  may  be  fome  poor  relief  for  ihs 
defect  of  the  farmer,  iince  the  crown  will  not 
pleaie  to  take  that  work  upon  them  here  as  they 
do  in. England.  One  thing  in  Mr.  MacCulla's  book 
Js  certainly  right,  that  no  Law  hinders  me  from 
giving  a  payable  note  upon  leather,  wood,  copper, 
brais,  iron,  or  any  other  material  (except  gold  and 
illver)  as  well  as  upon  paper.  The  queftion  is, 
•whether!  can  fus  him  on  a  copper  bond>  where 
there  is  neither  h.-mJ  nor  feal,  nor  witneiTes  to 
prove  it.  To  iuppiy  this,  he  hath  propofed,  that 
the  materials  upon  which  his  note  is  written,  mall 
be  in  fome  degree  of  value  equal  to  the  debt.  But 
that  is  one  principal  matter  to  be  inquired  into.  His 
icheme  is  this, 

He  gives  you  a  piece  of  copper  for  a  half- penny 
<or  penny,  ftampt   with   a  promirTory   note     to  pay 
you  twenty  pence  for  every  pound  of  copper  notes, 
whenever  you  mall  return  them.     Eight  and  forty 
of  thefe  halfpenny  pieces  are  to  weigh  a  pound,  and  1[ 
lie  fells  you    that  pound,   coined  and  ftamped,    for  || 
two  millings ;  by    which  he  clearly  gains   a   little 
more  than  16  per  cent,  that  is  to  fay,  two  pence  in  I 
every  milling. 

This  will   certainly   arife  to  a  great  fum,  if  he  ir 
mould  circulate   as    large    a  quantity  of  his  notes 
as    the  kingdom,  under  the  great  dearth  of  filver,  \ 
may  very  probably    require  ;    Enough    indeed    to  ] 
make  any  Iriih  tradefman's  fortune  ;  which,  how- 
ever, I  ihould  not  repine  at  in  the  leafr,  if  we  could 
be  fure  of  his  fair  dealing.     It  was  obvious  for  me 


to  raife  the  common  objection,  why  Mr.  MacCulla 
would  not  give  fecurity  to  pay  the  whole  fum  to  any 
man  who  returned  him  his  copper  notes,  as  my  Lord 
Dartmouth  and  Colonel  .Moor  were  by  their  patents 

obliged  to  do.    To  which  fee  gave  me  fome  anfwers 

plaulible 
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plaufible  enough.  Firfl^  He  conceived  that  his  coins 
were  much  nearer  to  the  intriniic  value  than  any  of 
thofe  coined  by  patents,'  the  bulk  and  goodnefs  c .  t 
the  metal,  equalling  the  beft  Engiiih  halfpence 
made  by  the  crown.  That  he  apprehends  the  ill- 
will  of  envious  and  defigniirg  people,  who,  if  they 
found  him  to  have  a  great  vein  for  his  nc^cs,  fine-": 
be  wanted  the  protection  of  a  patent,  might  make 
a  run  upon  him  which  he  could  not  be  able  to  i  up- 
port,  And,  laftly,  that  his  copper,  as  is.  alrer. 
faid,  being  equal  in  value  and  bulk  to  the  Engiiih 
halfpence,  he  did  not  apprehend  they  ihould  ever 
be  returned,  unlefs  a  combination,  proceeding  hvin 
fpite  and  envy,  might  be  formed  againft  him. 

But  there  are  fome  points  in  his  propo  >.ich  I 
cannot  well  anfwer  for,  nor  do  I  kivo.v  whiihr.r 
he  will  be  able  to  do  it  himielf,  Thtjirft  is,  whether 
the  copper  he  gives  us  will  be  as  good  as  what  the 
crown  provided  for  the  Englifh  halfpence  and  far- 
things ?  And,  ficondly,  whether  he  v.-ill  always  con- 
tinue to  give  us  as  good  !  And,  thirdly,  when  he 
will  think  fit  to  ftop  his  hand,  and  give  us  no  more  ? 
For  I  fhould  be  as  forry  to  be  at  the  mercy  of  Mr, 
MacCulla,  as  of  Mr.  Wood, 

There  is  another  difficulty  of  the  laft  importance/ 
It  is  known  enough  that  the  crown   is    fuppofed  to 
be  neither  gainer  nor  lofer   by  the  coinage  cf  any 
metal  :    For   they  fub tract,    or  ought    to    fubtract 
no    more    from    the  intriniic  value  than  what  will 
juft  pay  the  charges  of  the  mint;    and  how  much 
that  will   amount  to    is  the  queitton.     By  what  I 
could  gather   from  Mr.  MacCulla,  good  copper  is 
worth  fourteen  pence  per  pound.     By  this  compu- 
tation, if  he  fells  his   copper-  notes  for  two  (hillings 
the    pound,  and  will  pay  twenty  pence  back,  then  - 
the  expence    of  coinage   for   one  pound  of  copper 
mu ft  be  fix   pence,  which   is    30  per   cent.     The 
world  {hould  be  particularly  fatisiied  on  this  article, 
before   he   vend;  his  notes  :    For  the  difcount  o£ 
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30  per  cent,  is  prodigious,  and  vaftly  more  than  I 
can  conceive  it  ought  to  be.  For,  if  we  add  to 
that  proportion  the  16  per  cent:  which  he  avows  to 
keep  for  his  own  profit,  there  will  be  a  diicount  of 
about  46  per  cent.  Or,  to  reckon,  I  t^ink,  a  fair- 
er way ;  whoever  buys  a  pound  of  Mr.  MacCulla's  L 
coin,  at  two  (hillings  per  pound,  carries  home  only 
the  real  value  of  fourteen  pence,  which  is  a  pound 
of  copper  ;  and  thus  he  is  a  lofer  of  41  1.  13  s,  4  d. 
per  cent,  But,  however,  this  high  difcount  of  30 
per  cent,  will  be  no  objection  againfl  MatGutta's 
propofal  ;  becaufe,  if  the  charge  of  coinage  will 
honeftly  amount  to  fo  much,  and  we  iuppofe  his 
copper  notes  may  be  returned  upon  him,  he  will  bet 
the  greater  fufferer  of  the  two  ;  becaufe  the  buyer 
can  lofe  but  four-pence  in  a  pound,  and  MacCulla* 
muft  lofe  fixpence,  which  was  the  charge  of  the 
coinage. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  are  fome  points  which, 
muft  be  fettled  to  the  general  fatisfa&ion,  before 
we  can  fafely  take  Mr.  MacCulla's  copper  notes 
for  value  received  ;  and  how  he  will  give  that  fatif- 
faction,  is  not  within  my  knowledge  or  conjecture,. 
The  firft  point  is,  That  we  fhall  be  always  fure  o£ 
receiving  good  copper,  eq.ual  in  bulk  and  fmenefs. 
to  the  beft  Englifli  halfpence. 

The  fecond  point  is,  To  know  what  allowance- 
he  makes  to  himfelf,  either  out  of  the  weight  or 
mixture  of  his  copper,  or  both,  for  the  charge  of 
coinage.  As  to  the  weight,  the  matter  is  eafy  by 
his  own  fcheme  :  For,  as  I  have  faid  before,  he 
propofes  forty  eight  to  weigh  a  pound,  which  he 
gives  you  for  two  Shillings,  and  receives  it  by  the 
pound  at  twenty-pence  :  fco  that,  fuppofing  pure- 
copper  to  be  fourteen  pence  a-pound,  he  makes- 
you  pay  30  per  cent,  for  the  labour  of  coining,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  b-eildes  16  per  cert*  when  he 
icils  it.  But,  if  to  this  he  adds  any  alloy,  to  debafe 
the  metal,  although  it  be  not  above  LO/>T  cent.  then> 
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Mr.  MacCulla's  promiflbry  notes  will,  to  the  intrin-- 
fie  value  of  the  metal,  be  above  47  per  cent,  difcount. 
For,  fftbtra&ing  10  per  cent,  off  60  pound  worth 
of  copper,  it  will  (to  avoid  fractions)  be  about  five 
and  a  half  per  cent.. -in  ihe  whole  lool.  which  ad- 
to 
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will*  be  per  eenf.         47       3     4 

That  we  are  under  great  diftrefs  for  change, 
that  Mr.  MacCulla's  copper  notes,  on  fuppoi> 
tion  of  the  metal  being  pure,  is  lefs  liable  to  objec- 
tion than  the  project  of  Wood,  may  be  granted; 
but  fuch  a  difcount,  where  we  are  not  fure  even  of 
our  twenty  pence  a-pound,  appears  hitherto  a  dead 
weight  on  his  fcheme. 

Since  I  writ  this,  calling  to  mind  that  I  had 
fome  copper  halfpence  by  me,  I  weighed  them, 
with  thofe  of  Mr.  MacCulla,  and  .obfcrved  as  fol-, 
lows  : 

Firft,  I  xveighed  Mr.  MacCulla's  halfpenny  a» 
gainft  an  Englifh  one  of  King  Charles  if,  vvhicfe 
outweighed  Mr.  MacCulla's  a  fourth  part,  or  25 
per  cent. 

I  likewife  \veighed  an  Irifh  Patrick  and  David 
halfpenny,  which  outweighed  Mr.  MacCulla's  22- 
i-haif  per  cent.  It  had  a  very 'fair  and  deep  im- 
preffion,  and  milled  very  ikil fully  round. 

I  found  that  even  a  common  harp-halfpennv, 
well  prefer ved,  weighed  equal  to  Mr.  MacCuliaV. 
And  even  fome  of  Wood's  halfpence  were  near  e- 
qual  in  weight  to  his.  Therefore,  if  it  be  true" 
that  he  does  not  think  .Wood's  copper  to  have  been 
faulty,  he  may  probably  give  us  no  better. 
.  I  have  laid  thefe  loofe  thoughts  together  with 
little  order,  to  give  you,  and  others  who  may  read 
them,  ,aa  opportunity  of  digefting  them,  better,  I 
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am    no  enemy  to    Mr.  MacCulla's    project,  but 
would  have  it  put  upon  a  better  foot.     I  own  that 
this  halfpenny  o-f  King  Charles- II.  which  I  weigh- 
ed againft  Mr.  MacCulla's,  was  of  the  faireft  kind' 
1  had  feen.     However,  it  is  plain  the  crown  could 
afford  it  without  being  a  lofer.     But  it  is   probabler 
that  the  officers  of  the  mint  were  then  more  honed 
than  they  have  iince  thought  fit  to  be  ;  for  I  con- 
fefs  not   to  have   met   thofe  of  any  other  year  fo 
weighty,  or  in  appearance  of  fo  good  metal,  among 
all  the    copper  coins  of  the  three  laft  reigns ;  yet 
thefe,  however,  did  much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr. 
McicCulla  j  for  I  have  tried  the   experiment  on  a* 
hundred  of  them.     I  have  indeed  feen  accidentally 
one   or  two  very  light,  but  it  muft  certainly  have: 
been  done  by  chance,  or  rather,  I  fuppofe  them  to- 
be  counterfeits.     Be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  allowed  on- 
all  hands,  that  good  copper  was  never  known  to  b^ 
cheaper  than   it  is  at   prefent.     I    am  ignorant  of 
the  price,  further  than  by  his  informing  me,  that  it? 
is  only  fourteen  pence  a  pound  ;  by  which  I  ob- 
ferve  he  charges  the  coinage  at  30  per  cent.     And 
therefore  I  cannot  but  think  his  demands  are  ex- 
orbitant.    But,  to  fay  the  truth,  the  dearnefs  or. 
cheapnefs  of  the  metal  do  not  properly  enter  into- 
the  queftion.     What  we  defire  is,  that  it  fhould  be- 
of  the  beft  kind,  and  as  weighty  as  can   be  afford- 
ed ;  that  the  profit  of  the  contriver  fhould  be  re- 
duced from  1 6  to   8  per  cent,  and  the  charge   of 
coinage,  if  poffible,  from  30  to  10,  or  15  at  moft,- 
Mr.  MacCulla  muft  alfo  give  good  fecurity  that 
he  will  coin  only  a  determinate  fum,  not  exceeding* 
twenty  thoufand  pounds ;  by  which,  although   he 
Ihould    deal   with  all  uprightnefs  imaginable,  and 
make  his  coin   as  good  as  that  I  weighed  of  King 
Charles  II.  j  he  will  at  16  per  cent,  gain  three  thou- 
fand two  hundred  pounds  :  A  very  good  additional 
job  to  a  private  tradefman's  fortune, 
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I  rnuft  advife  him  alfo  to  employ  better  work-- 
snen,  and  make  his  impreffions  deeper  and  plainer/ 
by  which  a  riling  rim  may  be  left  about  the  edge  of- 
bis  coin,  to  preferve  the  letter  from  wearing  out- 
too  foon.  He  hath  no  wardens  or  matters,  or  o- 
tber  officers  of  the  mint,  to  fuck  up  his  profit  | 
and,  therefore,  can  afford  to  coin  cheaper  than 
the  crown,  if  he  will  but  find  good  materials,  pro* 
per  implements,  and  fkilful  workmen, 

Whether  this  project  will  fucceed  in  Mr.  Mac* 
Culla's  hands,  (which,  if  it  be  honeftly  executed, 
Ifhould  be  glad  to  fee)  ;  one  thing  I  am  confident 
of,  that  it  might  be  eafily  brought  to  perfection, 
by  a  fociety  of  nine  or  ten  honeft  gentlemen  of  for- 
tune, who  wiih  well  to  their  country,  and  would 
be  content  to  be  neither  gainers  nor  lofers,  further* 
than  the  bars  intereft  of  their  money.  And  Mr. 
MacCulla,  as  being  the  firft  ftarter  of  the  fcheme, 
might  be  confidered  and  rewarded  by  fuch  a  focie- 
ty ;  whereof,  although  I  am  not  a  man  of  for- 
tune, I  fhould  think  it  an  honour  and  happinefs  to 
be  one,  even  with  borrowed  money  upon  the  beft 
fecurity  I  could  give.  And,  firft,  I  am  confident* 
without  any  Ikill  but  by  general  reafon,  that  ths 
charge  of  coining  copper  would  be  very  much  lefs 
than  30  per  cent.  Secondly,  I  believe  ten  thoufand 
pounds,  in  halfpence  and  farthings,  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  for  the  whole  kingdom,  even  under  ou? 
great  and  moft  unnecejjary  diftrefs  for  the  want  of 
iilver;  and  that,  without  fuch  a  diftrefs,  half  the 
fum  would  fuffice. 

For  I  compute  and  reafon  thus  :  The  city  of 
Dublin,  by  a  grofs  computation,  contains  ten  thou- 
fand families ;  and,  I  am  told  by  fhopkeepers, 
that,  if  filver  were  as  plenty  as  tifual,  two  (hillings 
in  copper  would  be  fufficient,  in  the  courfe  of  bu- 
finefs  for  each  family  ;  but,  in  confideration  of 
the  want  of  filver,  I  would  allow  five  /hillings  to 
each.family,  which  would  amount  to  2500  1, ;  and, 

to 
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to  help  this,  I  would  recommend  a  currency  of  all 
the  genuine  undefaced  harp-halfpence,  which  are 
left  of  Lord  Dartmouth's  and  Moor's  patents,  un- 
der King  Charles  II.  ;  and  the  fmall  Patrick  and 
David  for  farthings.  To  the  reft  of  the  kingdom 
I  would  affign  the  7500  1.  remaining;  reckoning 
Dublin  to  anfwer  one  fourth  of  the  kingdom,  as 
London  is  judged  to  anfwer  (if  I  miftake  not)  one 
third  of  England ;  I  mean  in  the  view  of  monev 
only. 

To  compute  our  want  of  fmall  change  by  the 
number  of  fouls  in  the  kingdom,  betides  being 
perplexed,  is,  I  think,  by  no  means  jaft.  They 
have  been  reckoned  at  a  million  and  a  half,  where- 
of a  million  at  leaft  are  beggars,  in  all  circumftan- 
ces  except  that  of  wandering  about  for  alms ;  and 
that  circumftance  may  arrive  foon  enough,  when 
it  will  be  time  to  add  another  ten  thoufand  pounds 
in  copper.  But,  without  doubt,  the  families  of 
Ireland,  who  lie  chiefly  under  the  difficulties  of 
wanting  fmall  change,  cannot  be  above  forty  or 
lifty  thoufand  •  which  the  fum  often  thoufand 
pounds,  with  the  addition  of  the  faired  old  half- 
pence, would  tolerably  fupp'y.  For,  if  we  give  too 
great  a  loofe  to  any  projector  to  pour  in  upon 
us  what  he  pieafes,  the  kingdom  will  be,  (how 
/hall  I  exprefs  it  under  our  prefent  circumftances?) 
snore  than  undone. 

And  hence  appears,  in  a  very  ftrong  light,  the 
villainy  of  Wood,  who  propofed  the  coinage  of 
one  hundred  and  eighty  thoufand  pounds  in  cop- 
per, for  the  life  of  Ireland  j  whereby  every  family 
in  the  kingdom  would  be  loaden  with  ten  or  a  do- 
zen fhillings,  although  AVood  might  not  tranfgrefs 
the  bounds  of  his  patent,  and  although  no  coun- 
terfeits, either  at  home  or  abroad,  were  added  to  * 
the  number  ;  the  contrary  to  both  which  would 
indubitably  have  arrived,  So  ill- informed  arc 
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great  men  on  the  other  fide,  who  talk  of  a  million 
with  as  little  ceremony  as  we  do  of  half  a  crown. 

But,  to  return  to  the  propofal  i  have  made  ? 
Suppofe  tea  gentlemen,  lovers  of  their  country^ 
fhould  raife  200  1.  a-piece  ;  and,  from  the  time 
the  money  is  depofited  as  they  fhall  agree,  fhculd 
begin  to  charge  it  with  fevenpertent.  for  their  own 
ufe  :  That  they  fhould  as  foon  as  poflible  provide 
a  mint  and  good  workmen,  and  buy  copper  fuffi- 
cient  for  coining  two  thoufand  pounds,  fubtracling 
a  fifth  part  of  the  intereft  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
for  the  charges  of  the  tools,  and  fitting  up  a  place 
for  a  mint  ;  the  other  four  parts  of  the  fame  in- 
tereft to  be  fubtracled  equally  out  of  the  four  re- 
maining coinages  of  2000  1.  each,  with  a  juft  al- 
lowance for  other  necelTary  incidents.  Let  the 
charge  of  coinage  be  fairly  reckoned,  and  the  king- 
dom informed  of  it,  as  well  as  of  the  price  of  cfp- 
p;r.  Let  the  coin  be  as  wtll  and  deeply  ftamped 
as  it  ought.  Let  the  metal  be  as  pure  as  can  con- 
fid  to  have  it  rightly  coined,  (wherein  I  am  wholly- 
ignorant)  and  the  bulk  as  large  as  that  of  King 
Charles  II.  And  let  this  club  of  ten  gentlemen 
give  their  joint  fecurity  to  receive  all  the  coins  they 
iiiue  out  for  feven  or  ten  years,  and  return  gold 
andfilver  without  any  defalcation. 

Let  the  fame  club  or  company,  when  they  have 
iilued  out  the  firft  two  thoufand  pounds,  go  on  the- 
fecond  year,  if  they  find  a  demand,  and  that  their 
ficheme  hath  anfwered  to  their  own  intention  as 
well  as  to  the  fatfefaction  of  the  public  ;  and,  if 
they  find  7  per  cent,  not  fufficient,  let  them  fub«> 
rraft  8,  beyond  which  I  would  not  have  them  go  : 
.And,  when  they  have,  in  two  years,  coined  ten 
thoufand  pounds,  let  them  give  public  notice  that 
ihey  will  proceed  no  farther,  but  fhut  up  their 
aiint,  and  difmifs  their  workmen  ;  unlefs  the  real, 
unibllicited  declaration,  of  the  nobility 

and 
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and  gentry  of  the    kingdom  fhall   fignify  a  deiire 
th.it  they  fhouid  go  on  for  a  certain  fum  farther. 

This  company  may  eater  into  certain  regulations 
among  themfelves,  one  of  which  fhould  be,  to 
keep  nothing  concealed,  and  duly  to  give  an  ac- 
count to  the  world  of  their  whole  methods  of  act- 


ing. 


Give  me  leave  to  compute,  wholely  at  random, 
what  charge  the  kingdom  will  be  at,  by  the  lofs  or 
intiiniic  value  in  the  coinage  of  10,000  1.  in  cop- 
per, under  the  management  of  fuch  a  fociety  of 
gentlemen. 

Firft,  It  is  plain,  that,  inftead  of  fornewhat  more 
than  16  per  cent,  as  demanded  by  Mr.  MacCulla, 
this  fociety  defires  bat  8  fer  cent. 

Secondly,  Whereas  Mr.  MacCuila  charges  the 
expence  of  coinage  at  30  per  cent.  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve this  fociety  will  be  able  to  perform  it  at  ten. 

Thirdly^  Whereas  it  doth  not  appear  that  Mr. 
MacGulk  can  give  any  fecurity  for  the  goodnefs  of 
his  copper,  becaufe  not  one  in  ten  thousand  have 
the  ikill  to  diftinguifh  ;  the  fociety  will  be  alien- 
gaged  that  theirs  ihall  be  of  ths  bdft  ftandard. 

Fourthly  That,  whereas,  Mr.  MicCulla's  half- 
pence are  one  fourth -part  lighter,  than  that  kind 
coined  in  the  time  of  King  Charles  II.  thefe  gentle- 
men will  oblige  themfelves  to  the  public,  to  give  the 
coin  of  the  fame  weight  an-d  goodnefs  with  thofe 
halfpence,  unlefs  they  fhall  find  they  cannot  afford 
it ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they  (Kail  beforehand  inform 
the  public,  (hew  their  reafons*.  and  fignify  how 
large  they  can  make  them  without  being  lofers  ; 
and  fo  give  over  or  purfue  their -fcheme,  as  they 
find  the  opinion  of  the  world  to  be.  However,  I 
do  nor  doubt  but  they  can  nirord  them  as  large, 
and  of  as  good  metal,  as  the  bsft  Englifh  halfpence 
that  have  been  .coined  in  the  three laft  reigns,  which 
very  much  outweigh  thofe  of  Mr.  MacCulia.  And 
this  advantage  will  arife  in  proportiou,  by  leiTen- 
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ing  the  charge  of  coinage  from  30  per  cent,  to  10, 
or  15,  or  20  at  moil.  But  I  confefs.myfelf  in  the 
dark  on  that  article  ;  only  I  think  it  impoflible  it 
fhould  amount  to  any  proportion  near  30  per  cent. 
otherwife  the  coiners  of  thofe  counterfeit  half- 
pence, called  Rapt)  would  have  little  encouragement 
to  follow  their  trade. 

But  the  indubitable  advantages  by  having  the 
management  in  fuch  a  fociety,  would  be  the  paying 
%  per  cent,  inftead  of  16,  the  being  fure  of  the 
goodnefs  and  juft  weight  of  the  coin,  and  the  pe« 
riod  to  be  put  to  any  further  coinage  than  what 
was  abfolutely  neceffary  to  flipply  the  wants  and 
defires  of  the  kingdom  :  And  all  this  under  the 
fecurity  of  ten  gentlemen  of  credit  and  fortune, 
who  would  be  ready  to  give  the  beft  fecurity  and 
fatisfaclion,  that  they  had  no  defign  to  turn  the 
fcheme  into  a  job. 

As  to  any  miftakes  I  have  made  in  computation, 
they  are  of  little  moment ;  and  1  ihall  not  defcend 
folow  as  to  juftify  them  againft  any  caviller. 

The  ftrongeft  objection  againft  what  I  offer,  and 
which  perhaps  may  make  it  appear  vifionary,  is  the 
difficulty  to  find  half  a  fcore  gentlemen,  who,  out 
of  a  public  fpirit,  will  be  at  the  trouble,  for  no 
more  profit  than  one  per  cent,  above  the  legal  in- 
tereft,  to  be  overfeers  of  a  mint  for  five  years  ;  and, 
perhaps,  without  any  juftice,  raife  the  clamour  of 
-the  people  againft  them.  Befides,  it  is  molt  cer- 
tain, that  many  a  fquire  is  as  fond  of  a  job,  and  as 
dextrous  to  make  the  beft  of  it,  as  Mr.  MacCulla 
himfelf,  or  any  of  his  level.  However,  I  do  not 
doubt  but  there  may  be  ten  fuch  perfons  in  this 
town,  if  they  had  only  feme  vifiole  mark  to  know 
them  at  fight.  Yet  I  juft  fore  fee  another  inconve- 
niency  :  That  knavifh  men  are  fitter  to  deal  with 
others  of  their  own  denomination  ;  while  thofe 
who  are  honeft  and  bed  intentioned,  may  be  the 
inftrumems  of  as  much  aiuchief  to  the  public,  for 

want 
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want  of  cunning,  as  the  greateft  knaves  ;  and  morc$ 
becaufe  of  the  charitable  opinion  which  they  are 
apt  to  have  of  others.  Therefore,  how  to  join  the 
prudence  of  the  ferpent  with  the  innocency  of  the 
dove  in  this  affair,  is  the  moft  difficult  point.  It 
is  not  fo  hard  to  find  an  honeft  man,  as  to  make 
this  honeft  man  aftive,  and  vigilant,  and  ikilful , 
vvliich  I  doubt  will  require  a  fpur  of  profit  greater 
than  my  fcheme  will  afford  him,  unlefs  he  will  be 
contented  with  the  honour  of  ferving  his  country, 
and  the  reward  of  a  good  confcience. 

After  reviewing  what  I  had  written,  I  fee  very 
well  that  I  have  not  given  any  allowance  for  the 
iirft  charge  of  preparing  all  things  neceilary  for 
coining,  which,  I  am  told,  will  amount  to  about 
200  1.  beiides  20  1.  per  annum  fa?  five  years  rent  of 
a  houfe  to  work  in.  I  can  only  fay,  that  this 
making  in  all  300  I.  it  will  be  an  addition  of  no 
more  than  three. per  vent,  out  of  10,000  1. 

But  the  great  advantages  to  the  public,  by  having 
the  coinage  placed  in  the  hands  of  ten  gentlemen., 
fuch  as  I  have  already  defcribed,  (if  fuch  are  to  be 
found)  are  thefe  : 

Firft,  They  .propofe  no  other  gain  to  thernfelves 
•than  i  per  cent,  above  the  legal  intereft  for  the 
money  they  advance ;  which  will  hardly  afford 
them  coffee  when  they  meet  at  their  mint-houfe. 

Secondly^  They  bind  themfelves  to  make  their 
coins  of  as  good  copper  as  the  beft  Englifh  half- 
pence, and  as  well  coined,  and  of  equal  weight  -: 
And  do  likewife  bind  themfelves  to  charge  the 
public  with  not  one  farthing  for  the  opence  of 
coinage,  more  than  it  (hall  really  ftand  them  in. 

Thirdly,  They  will,  for  a  limited  term  of  feven 
or  ten  years,  as  fkall  be  thought  proper  upon  ma- 
ture confkleration,  pay  .gold  and  iilver,  without  a- 
ry  defalcation,  for  all  their  own  coin  that  fhall  be 
returned  upon  their  hands. 

Fourthly,  They  will  take  care  that  the  coins  fliall 

have 
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have  a  deep  impreffion,  leaving  a  rifing  rim  on 
both  fides,  to  prevent  their  being  defaced  in  a  long 
time;  and  the  edges  {hall  be  milled. 

I  fttppofe  they  need  not  be  very  apprehenfive  oE 
counterfeits,  which  T?ill  be  difficult  to  make  fo  as 
iiOt  to  be  difcovered":  For  it  is  plain  that  thofe  bad 
halfpence,  called  Raps,  are  fo  eafily  diftinguifhed, 
even  from  the  moft  worn  genuine  Halfpenny,  that 
nobody  will  now  take  them  for  a  farthing,  altho* 
under  the  great  prefent  want  of  change. 

I  (hall  here  fubjoin  fome  computations  relating 
to  Mr.  MacCulla's  copper  notes.  They  were  fen c 
to  me  by  a  perfon  well  ikilled  in  fuch  calculations, 
and  therefore  I  refer  them  to  the  reader. 

Mr.  MacCulla  charges  good  copper  at  fourteen 
pence  per  pound,  but  I  know  not  whether  he 
means  Avoirdupois  or  Troy  weight. 

Avoirdupois  is  16  oz.  to  a  Ib.  6960  grains. 

A  pound  Troy  weight,  5  7  60  grains. 

Mr.  SlacCulla's  copper  is  fourteen  pence  per 
pound  Avoirdupois. 

Two  of  Mr.  MacCulla's  penny-notes,  one  with, 
another,  weigh  524  grains. 

By  which  computation,  2  s.  of  his 

notes,  which  he  fells  for  i  Ib. 

weight,  will  weigh  6288  grains. 

But  i  Ib.  Avoirdupois  weighs,  as 

above,  6960  grains. 

••        i         .11 

- 

This  difference  makes  10  per  cent,  to  Mr.  Mac- 
Gulla's  profit,  in  point  of  weight. 
The  old  Patrick  and  David  halfpenny 

weighs  149  grains. 

Mr.  MacCulla's  halfpenny  weighs  131  grains. 

The  difference  is  i  & 

Which  is  equal  tQ  io  i-half  per  tent. 

.  Cc  " 
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The    Englifh    halfpenny    of    King 

Charles  II.  weighs  167  grains. 

MacCuUa's  halfpenny  weighs  131  grains. 

The  difference  is  36 

Which  difference  allowed  a  fifth  part,  is  20  pet' 
cent. 

Another  computation . 

Mr.  MacCulla  allows  his  pound  of  copper  (coin- 
age included)  to  be  worth  twenty-pence,  for  which 
,  he  demands  two  Shillings. 

His  coinage  he  computes  at  .flxpence  per  pound 
weight  ;  therefore,  by  laying  out  only  twenty- 
pence,  and  gaining  iourpence,  he  makes  per  cent. 
profit  2O 

The  fixpence  per  pound  weight,  allow- 
ed for  coinage,  makes  percent.  30 
The  want  of  weight  in  his  halfpenny, 

compared  as  above,  is  per  cent.  10 

By  all  which,  (viz.  coinage,  profit,  and")  -— 
want. of  weight)  the  public  lofes per>  60 
tent.  J  — 

If  Mr.  Ma-cCulla's  coins  will  not   pafs,  and  he 
yefufes  to  receive  them  back,  the  owner  cannot 
fell  them  at  above   twelvepence  per  pound  weight  5 
whereby,  with  the  defect  of  weight  of  10  per  >.ent. 
.  lie  will  lofe  60  per.  cent. 

The  fcheme  of  the  fociety,  raifed  as  high  as  it 
can  poilably  be,  will  be  only  thus  : 
For  intereft  of  their  money,  per  cent.  8 

Por  coinage,  inftead  of  10,  fuppofe,  at  moil 

per  cent.  2O 

Itor  300  1.  laid  out  for  toolsj  a  mint,  and 
houfe-rent,  charge  3  per  cent,  upon  the 
coinage  of  10,00.0  1.  3 

Charges  in  all  upon  intereft,  coinage,  6V. 

cent.  3 i 

• 

Which, 


«    -.          _-« 
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Which,  with  all  the  advantages  abovementioned  • 
of  the  goodnefs  of  the  metal,  the  largenefs  of  the 
coin,  the  deepnefs  and  fairnefs  of  the  impreffionr 
the  aflurance  of  the  fociety  confining  itfelf  to  fuch 
a  fum  as  they  undertake,  or  as  the  kingdom  fhall 
approve ;  and  laftiy,  their  paying  in  gold  or  filvec 
for  all  their  coin  returned  upon  their  hands,  with- 
out any  defalcation,  would  be  of  mighty  benefit  to 
the  kingdom ,  and,  with  a  little  fteadinefs  and  ac- 
tivity, could,  I  doubt  not,  be  eafily  compared. 

I  would  not  in  this  fcheme  recommend  the  me- 
thod of  prornifTory  notes  after  Mr.  MacCulla's 
manner ;  but,  as  I  have  feen  in  old  Irifh  coins, 
the  words  Civitas  Dublin  on  one  fide,  with  the. 
year  of  our  Lord,  and  the  Irifh  harp,  on  the  re- 
•verfe* 


Cf  •> 
C    <tr 
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LETTER 

T  0     T  H  E 

ARCHBISHOP  OF  DUBLIN, 

CONCERNING  THE  WE  AVERS. 

My  LORD, 

"TTIE  Corporation  of  "Weavers,  in  the  woollen 
**•  manufacture,  who  have  fo  often  attended  your- 
Grace,  and  called  upon  me  with  their  fchemes  and 
propofals,  were  with  me  on  Thurfday.laft  ;  when  he 
who  fpoke  for  the  reft,  and  in  the  name  of  his  abfent 
brethren,  faid,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the  whole  body, 
that  if  fomewhat  were  written  at  this  time  by  an 
able  hand,  to  perfuade  the  people  of  this  kingdom 
to  wear  their  own  woollen  manufactures,  it  might 
be  of  good  ufe  to  the  nation  in  general,  and  pre- 
ierve  many  hundreds  of  their  trade  from  Marvin?. 

rf  <£j 

Po  which  I-  anfwered,  Tnat  it  was  hard  for  any. 
man  of  common  fpirit  to,  turn  his  thoughts  to  fuch 
Speculations,  withou"  difcovering  a  refentment  which 
people  are  too  delicate  to  bear.  For  Lwill  not  de- 
ny to  your  Grace,  that  I  cannot  reflect  on  the  fin- 
gular  condition  of  this  country,  different  from  all 
others  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  without  fome  e- 
motion,  and  without  often  examining,  as  I  pafs  the 
ftreets,  whether  thofe  animals  which  come  in  my 
way,  with  two  legs  and  human  faces,  clad  and  erect, 
be  ot  the  lame  Species  with  what  I  have  feen  very 

like 
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Kke  them  in  England,  as  to  the  outward  fhape,  but 
differing  in  their  notions,  natures,  andintellecluals*  . 
more  than   any  two  kinds  of  brutes  in  a  foreft  5 
which  any  man  of  common  prudence  would  imme- 
diately difcover,  by  perfuading  them  to  define  wha£ 
they  mean  by  law,  liberty,  property  ?  courage,  rea»  • 
fon,  loyalty,  or  religion., 

One  thing,  my  Lord,  I  am  very  confident  of  9:-.- 
that  if  God  Almighty,  for  our  fins,  would  moft  - 
juftly  fend  us  a  peftilence,  whoever  fhou  d  dare  to 
difcover  his  grief  in  public  for  fuch  a  vifitation^ 
would  certainly  be  cenfured  for  difaffeelion  to  the 
government.     For  I  folemnly  profefs,  that  I  do  not 
know  one  calamity  we  have  undergone  thefe  many 
years,  whereof  any  man,  whofe  opinions  were  not 
an  fafhion,  dared  to  lament,  without  being  openly 
charged  with  that  imputation,     And   this   is  the 
harder,  becaufe  although  a  mother,  when  fhe  hath 
corrected  her  child,  may  fometimes  force  it  to  kifs 
the  rod,  yet  fhe  will,  never  give  that  power  to-  the . 
foot-boy  or  the  fcullion.  . 

My  Lord,  There  are  two  things  for  the  people 
of  this  kingdom  to  confider :   Firji,  Their  prefent 
evil  condition  4  and,  fecmdly.  What  can  be  done  in  . 
fome  degree  to  remedy  it.  . 

I  fhall  not  enter  into  a  particular  defcription  of 
our  prcfent  mifery  :  It  hath  been  already  done  in 
feveral  papers,  and  very  fully  in  one  intituled  A 
Jhort  View  of  the  State  cf  Ireland.  It  will  be  enough 
to  mention  the  entire  want  of  trade,  the  navigation- 
a£t  executed  with  the  utmoft  rigour,  the  remiffion 
of  a  million  every  year  to  England,  the  ruinous 
importation  of  foreign  luxury  and  vanity,  the  op- 
preffion  of  landlords,  and  difcouragement  of  agri- 
culture. 

Now  all  thofe  evils  are  without  the  poffibility  of 
a  cure,  except  that  of  importations-  >  and  to  fence 
againft  ruinous  folly  will  be  always  in  our  power, 
in  fpite  of  the  difcouragemems,  mortifications,  con- 

v  c  3 
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tempt,  hatred,  and  oppreffion,  we  labour  under '^ 

But  our  trade  will  never  mend,  the  navigation-act 
never  be  foftened,  our  abfentees  never  return,  OUP 
endlefs  foreign  payments  never  be  lefiened,  our  owa- 
landlords  never  be  lefs  exacting. 

All  other  fchemes  for  preferving  this  kingdom 
from  utter  ruin  are  idle  and  vilionar-y,  confequently 
drawn  from  wrong  reafoning,  and  from  general  to- 
pics, which,  for  the  fame  caufes  that  they  may  bs 
true  in  all  nations,  are  certainly  falfe  in  ours  ;  as  I 
have  told  the  public  often  enough,  but  with  as  little 
effedl  as  what  I  fhall  fay  at  prelent  is  likely  to  pro* 
duce. 

I  am  weary  of  fo  many  abortive  projects,  for  the ' 
advancement  of  trade  ;  of  fo   many  crude   propo*  • 
fkls,  in  letters  fent  me  from  unknown  hands ;  of  fo 
many  contradictory  fpeculations,  about  railing  OP 
finking  the  value  of  gold  or  filver  :  I  am  not  in  th« 
leaft  forry  to  hear  of  the  great  numbers  going  to 
^America,  although  very  much  for  the  caufes  that 
drive  them  from  us,  fince  the  uncontrolled  maxim, 
•**    ihat  people  are  the  riches  of  a  nation,"  is  no* 
maxim  here  under  our  circumftances.     We  havfc " 
nei  her  manufactures  to  employ  them  about,  nor' 
food  to  fupport  them. 

If  a  private  gentleman's  income  be  funk  irretriev-- 
ably  for  ever  from  a  hundred  pounds  to  fifty,   and 
that  he  hath  no  other  method  to  fuppiy  the  defici- 
ency, I  defire  to  know,   my  Lord,  whether  fuch  a 
yerlon  hath  any  other  courfe  to  take,  than  to  fink 
half  his  expences  in  every  article  of  ceconomy,  to 
j'ave  himfclf  from  ruin  and  a  jail,    Is  not  this  more 
than  doubly  the  cafe  of  Ireland,  where  the  want  of 
money,   the  irretrievable  ruin  of  trade,  with  the 
other  evils  above-mentioned,  and  many  more,  tho* 
\vell  known  and  felt,  and  too  numerous  or  invidi- 
ous to  relate,  have  been  gradually  linking  us  for 
above  a  dozen  years  paft,  to  a  degree  that  we  are 
at  leaft  by  two  thirds  in  a  worfe  condition  than  was 

ever 
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over  known  fince  the  Revolution.     Therefore,  in- 
flead  of  dreams  and  projects  for  advancing  of  trade,? 
we  have  nothing  left  but  to  find  out  fome  expedi- 
ent whereby  we  may  reduce  our  expences  to  our- 
incomes. 

Yet  this  procedure,  allowed  fo  neceffary  in  all 

private  families,  and  in  irs  own  nature  fo  eafy  to  be 

.put  in  practice,  may  meet  with   ftrong   oppoiition 

by  the  cowardly,  flavifh,  indulgence  of  the  men,  to 

the  intolerable  pride,  arrogance,  vanity  and  luxury 

of  the  women  ;.  who,  ftrictly  adhering  to  the  rules 

of  modern  education,   feem  to  employ  their  whole 

ftock  of  invention  in  contriving  new  arts  of  pro- 

fufion  fafter  than  the   moft   parlimonious   hufband 

can  afford  :   And  to  compals  this  work   the   more 

effectually,   their  univerfal  maxim  is,  to  defpife  and 

deteft  every  thing  of  the  growth  and  manufacture 

of  their  own  country,  and  moft  to  value  whatever 

comes   from   the  very  remoter!:  paits  of  the  globe. 

And  I   am   convinced,   that,  if  the  virtuofi   could 

once  find  out  a  world  in  the  moon,  with  a  paffage 

to  it,  our  women  would   wear  nothing  but  what 

came  directly  from  thence. 

The  prime  coft  of  wine  yearly  imported  to  Ire-! 
land  is  valued  at  ^0,000  /.  ;  and  the  tea  (including 
coffee  and  chocolate)  at  five  times  that  fum.  The 
Jace,  fiiks,  callicoes,  and  all  other  unneceffary  or* 
naments  for  women,  including  Englifti  cloths  and 
fluffs,  added  to  the  former  articles,  make  up  (to 
compute  grofsly)  about  400,000  /. 

Now,  if  we  fhould  allow  the  30,000  /,  wherein 
the  women  have  their  fhare,  and  which  is  all  we 
have  to  comfort  us,  and  deduct  70,000  /.  more  for 
over- reaching,  there  would  ftill  remain  300,000  /» 
annually  Ipent,  for  unwholefome  drugs  and  unne<- 
ceiTary  finery.  Which  prodigious  fum  would  be 
wholly  laved,  and  many  thousands  of  our  mifera* 
ble  ihop-keepers  and  manufacturers  comfortably 
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Let  fpectilative  people  bufy  their  brains  as  much 
as  they  pleafc,  there  is  no  other  way  to  prevent  this 
kingdom  from  finking  for  ever,  than  by  utterly  re- 
nouncing all  foreign  drefs  and  luxury. 

It  is  abfolutely  fo  in  fa<5l,  that  every  hufband,  of 
any  fortune  in  the  kingdom,  is  nourifhing  a  poi-. 
fonous  devouring  ferpent  in  his  bofom,  with  all  the' 
mifchief,  but  with  none  of  its  wifdorn. 

If  all  the  women  were  clad  with  the  growth  of 
their  own  country,  they  might  ftill  vye  with  each 
other  in  the  courfe  of  -foppery,  and  ftill  have  room  > 
left  to  vie  with  each  other,  and  equally  fhew  their 
wit  and  judgement  in  deciding  upon  the  variesy  of 
Irilh  ftuffs.  And,  if  they  could  be  contented  with 
their  native  wholefome  flops  for  breakfaft,  we  fhould 
hear  no  more  of  their  fpleen,  hyfterics,  cholicsy 
palpitations,  and  aflhmas.  They  might  ftill  be  al- 
lowed to  ruin  each  other,  and  their  hulbands  at 
play,  becaufe  the  money  loft  would  only  circulate 
among  ourfelves. 

My  Lord,  1  freely  own  it  a  wild  imagination, 
that  any  words  -will  cure  the  fottifhnefs  of  men,  or 
the  vanity  of  women  ;  but  the  kingdom  is  in  a  fair 
way  of  producing  the  moft  effectual  remedy,  when 
there  will  not  be  money  left  for  the  common  courfe 
of  buying  and  felling  the  very  neceffaries  of,  life  in 
our  markets,  unlefs  we  abfolutely  change  the  whole 
method  of  our  proceedings. 

The  corporation  of  weavers  in  woollen  and  filk, 
who  have  fo  frequently  offered  propofals  both  to 
your  Grace  and  to  me,  are  the  hotteft  and  coldeft 
generation  of  men  that  1  have  known.  About  a 
month  ago  they  attended  your  Grace,  when  I  had 
the  honour  to  be  with  you,  and  defigned  me  the 
fame  favour.  They  defired  you  would  recommend 
to  your  clergy  to  wear  gowns  of  I riih  ftuffs,  which 
might  probably  fpre^vd  the  example  among  all  their 
brethren  in  the  kingdom  ;  and,  perhaps,  among 
the  lawyers  and  gentlemen  of  the  university,  and 

among 
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among  the  citizens  of  thofe  corporations  who- ap- 
pear in  gowns  on  folemn  occafions.     I  then  men- 
tioned a  kind  of  fluff,  not  above  eight  pence  a  yard? 
which  I  heard  had  been  contrived  by  fome  of  the 
trade,   and  was  very  con-venient.     I   defired   they- 
would  prepare  fome  cf  that,  or  any  fort  of  black 
fluff,  on  a  certain  day,  when  your   Grace  would 
appoint   as  many  clergymen   as   could  readily  bs 
found,  to  meet  at  your  palace,  and  there  give  their 
opinions  ;    and  that,    your   Grace's   vifitation   apr 
preaching,  you  could  then  have  the  belt  opportu- 
nity of  feeing  what  could   be  done  in  a  matter  c£ 
fuch  confequence.,  as  they  feenied  to  think,   to  the. 
woollen  manufacture.     But,    inflead  of  attending,, 
as  was  expected,  they  came  to  me  a  fortnight  after- 
with  a   new   propofal,    that   fomething   fliould   bs 
written,  by  an  acceptable    and  able   hand,   to  pro-. 
mote  in  general  the  wearing  of  home  manufactures,- 
and  their  civilities  would   fix   that  work  upon  me. 
I  afked  if  they  had  prepared  the  fluffs,  as  they  had 
promifed,   and  your  Grace  expected  ;  but  they  had 
not  made  the  leaft  ftep  in  the  matter,  nor,  as  it  ap«* 
pears,  thought  of  it  more. 

I. did,  Ibme  years  ago,  propofe  to  the  matters 
and  principal  dealers  in,  the  home  manufactures  of 
filk  and  wool,  that  they- fliould  meet  together ;  and 
after  mature  conlideration,  publifh  advertifemen:* 
to  the  following  purpofe. 

That,  in  order  to  encourage  the  wearing  of  Irifhr 
manufactures  in  fiik  and  woollen,  they  gave  notice 
to  the  nobility,  and  gentry  of  the  kingdom,  That 
they,  the  under  figned,  would  enter  imo  bonds  for 
themfelves,  and  for  each  other,  to  fell-  the  feveral 
foils  of  fluffs,  cloths,  and  filks,  made  to  the  befk 
perfection  they  were  able,  for  certain  fixed  prices ; 
and  in  fuch  a  manner,  that,  if  a  child  w^ere  fent  to 
any  of  their  ihops,  the  buyer  might  be  fecur.e  o£ 
die  value  and  goodnefs,  and  meafure  of  the  ware: 
And,  left  this  might  be  thought  to  look  like  a  mor, 

nopcly? 
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mopoly,  any  other  member  of  the  trade  might  be 
admitted,  upon  fuch  conditions  as  fhould  be  agreed 
©n.  And,  if  any  peribn  whatfoever  fhould  com- 
plain that  he  was  ill  ufed  in  the  value  and  goodnefs 
of  what  he  bought.,  the  matter  fhould  be  examin- 
ed, the  peribn  injured  be  fully  fatisfied  by  the 
whole  corporation,  without  delay,  and  the  difho- 
neft  feller  be  ftruck  out  of  the  fociety,  unlefs  it  ap-- 
peared  evidently  that  the  failure  proceeded  only 
from  miftake. 

The  moral  danger  is,  that  if  thefe  dealers  could 
prevail,  by-  the  goodnefs  and  cheapnefs  of  their 
cloths  and  ftuffs.  to  give  a  turn  to  the  principal 
people  of  Ireland  in  favour  of  their  goods,  they 
would  relapfe  into  the  knavifh  practice  peculiar  to 
this  kingdom,  which  is  apt  to  run  through  all  trades, 
even  io  lo\v  as  a  common  ale  feller  ;  who,  as  fooa 
as  he  ge's  a  vogue  for  his  liquor,  and  outfells  his 
neighbours,  think-,  his  credit  will  put  off"  the  worft ' 
he  can  buy,  till  his  cuftomers  will  come  no  more, 
Thus  I  have  known  at  London,  in  a  general  mourn- 
ing, the  drapiers  dye  black  all  their  old  damaged 
goods,  and  fell-  them  at  double  rates,  then  complaia 
and  petition  the  court,  that  they  are  ready  to  ftarve 
by  the  continuance  of  the  mourning. 

Therefore,  I  fay,  thofe  principal  weavers,  who 
•would  enter  into  fitch  a  compact  as  i  have  men- 
tioned, muft  give  fufficient  fecurity  againft  all  fuch 
practices  :  For,  if  once  the  women  can  perfuade 
their  hufbaods,  (hat  foreign  goods,  betides  the  fi- 
nery, will  be  as  cheap,  and  do  more  fervice,  OUF 
laft  ftate  will  be  worfe  than  the  fir  ft. 

1  do  not  here  pretend  to  digeft  perfectly  the  me- 
thod by  which    thefe   principal   fhop  keepers   fhall 
proceed  in   fuch  a  propofal ;    but   my   meaning   is 
clear  enough,  and  cannot  reafonably  be  objected 
againft, 

We  have  feen  what  a  deftrudtive  lofs  the  king- 
dom received,  by  the  dcteftable  fraud  of  the  mer- 
chants^ 
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chants,  or  northern  linen  weavers,  or  both ;  not- 
withftanding  all  the  care  of  the  governors  at  that 
board,  when  we  had  an  offer  of  commerce  with 
the  Spaniards  for  our  linen,  to  the  value,  as  I  am 
told,  of  300,000  /.  a  year.  But,  while  we  deal  like 
pedlars,  we  ihall  practife  like  pedlars,  and  facriflce 
all  honefty  to  the  prefent  urging  advantage. 

What  I  have  faid  may  ferve  as  an  anfwer  to  the 
defire  made  me  by  the  corporation  of  weavers,  that 
I  would  offer  my  notions  to  the  public.  As  to  any 
thing  further,  let  them  apply  themfelves  to  the  par- 
liament in  their  next  feffion.  Let  them  prevail  on 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  to  grant  en  every  reafonable 
requeft  ;  and  I  ihall  think  there  is  ftill  fome  fpirit 
left  in  the  nation,  when  I  read  a  vote  to  this  pur- 
pofe ':  Refolved,  nemine  contradicente^  That  this 
Houfe  will,  for  the  future,  wear  no-cloths  but  fuck 
as  are  made  of  Irkh  growth,  or  of  Irifli  manufac- 
ture, nor  will  permit  their  wives  or  children  to  wear 
any  other  :  And  that  they  will,  to  the  utmoft,  en- 
deavour to  prevail  with  their  friends,  relations,  de- 
pendents, and  tenants,  to  follow  their  example, 
And  if,  at  the  fame  time,  they  could  ban ifli  tea, 
and  coffee,  and  china-ware,  out  of  their  families^ 
and  force  their  wives  to  chat  their  fcandal  over  an 
infulion  of  fage,  or  other  wholefome  domeftic  ve- 
getables, we  might  poiilbly  be  able  to  fabflft,  and 
pay  our  abfentees,  peniioners,  generals,  civil  offi- 
cers, appeals,  colliers,  temporary  travellers,  iiu- 
dents,  fchoolboys,  fplenetic  viilters  of  Bath,  Tun- 
bridge,  and  Epfom,  with  all  other  fmaller  drains, 
by  fending  our  crude  unwrought  goods  to  England, 
and  receiving  from  thence,  and  all  other  countries, 
nothing  but  what  is  fully  manufactured,  and  keep 
a  few  potatoes  and  oatmeal  for  our  own  fubiifi- 
ence. 

I  have  been,  for  a  dozen  years  paft,  wifely  prog- 
siofticating  the  prefent  condition  of  this  kingdom  j 
which  any  human  creature,  of  common  fenfe,  could 
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foretel,  with  as  little  fagacity  as  myfelf.  My  mean-  | 
ing  is,  that  a  confumptive  body  mud  needs  die, 
which  hath  fpent  all  its  fpirits,  and  received  no 
nourishment.  Yet  I  am  often  tempted  to  pity, 
when  I  hear  the  poor  farmer  and  cottager  lament- 
ing the  hardnefs  of  the  times,  and  imputing  them 
either  to  one  or  two  ill  feafons,  which  better  cli- 
mates than  ours  are  more  expofed  to ;  or  to  fear- 
city  of  iiiver,  which  to  a  nation  of  liberty,  would 
only  be  a  flight  and  temporary  inconvenience,  to  be 
removed  at  a  month's  warning* 
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TO     SEVERAL 

LETTERS  from  unknown  PERSONS, 

Written  in  the  Year  M.DCC.XXIX. 


GENTLEMEN, 

T  AM  inclined  to  think  that  I  received  a  letter 
•*•  from  you  two  *  lait  iammer,  directed  to  Dublin, 
while  I  was  in  the  country,  whither  it  was  fent  me, 
End  I  ordered  an  aniwer  to  it  to  be  printed;  but, 
it  feems,  it  had  little  effect,  and  I  fuppofe  this  will 
have  not  much  more.  But  the  heart  of  this  people 
h  waxed  grofs,  and  their  ears  are  dull  of  hearing, 
and  their  eyes  they  have  doled*  And,  gentlemen, 
I  am  to  tell  you  another  thing  :  That  the  world  is 
too  regardlefs  of  what  we  write  for  the  public 
good  :  That,  after  we  have  delivered  our  thoughts, 
v.-irhout  any  profpect  of  advantage,  or  of  reputa- 
tion, which  latter  is  not  to  be  had  but  by  fubfcrib- 
ing  our  names,  we  cannot  prevail  upon  a  printer  to 
be  at  the  charge  of  fending  it  into  the  world,  unlefs 
ive  will  be  at  all,  or  half  the  expence  :  And,  al- 
though we  are  wiliin?  enough  to  bellow  our  la- 

O  CJ  tJ 

hours,  we  think  it  unreaionable  to  be  out  of  poc- 
ket ;  becaufe  it,  probably,  may  not  confift  with  the 
fituation  of  our  affairs, 
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I  do  very  much  approve  your  good  intentions, 
and,  in  a  great  meafure,  your  manner  of  declaring 
them  ;  and,  I  do  imagine  you  intended  that  the 
world  ihould  not  only  know  your  femiments,  but 
my  anfwer,  which  I  {hall  impartially  give. 

That  great  Prelate,  in  \vhofe  cover  you  directed 
your  letter,  fent  it  to  me  this  morning  ;  and  I  be- 
gin my  anfwer  to-night,  not  knowing  what  inter- 
ruption I  may  meet  with. 

I  have  ordered  your  letter  to  be  printed,  as  it 
ought  to  be,  along  with  my  anfwer  ;  becaufe,  J 
conceive,  it  will  be  more  acceptable  and  informing 
to  the  kingdom. 

I  {hall  therefore  now  go  on  to  anfwer  your  letter 
Hn  all  manner  of  iincerity. 

Although  your  letter  be  directed  to  me,  yet  I 
take  myfelf  to  be  only  an  imaginary  perfon  ;  lor  al- 
tho' I  conjecture  I  had  formerly  one  from  you,  yet  I 
never  aniwered  it  otherwife  than  in  print  ;  neither 
was  I  at  a  lofs  to  know  the  reafons  why  fo  many 
people  of  this  kingdom  were  tranfporting  them- 
{elves  to  America.  And,  if  this  encouragement 
were  owing  to  a  pamphlet  written,  giving  an  ac- 
count of  the  country  of  Pennfylvania,  to  terrrpt 
people  to  go  thither;  I  do  declare  that  thofe  who 
were  tempted,  by  fuch  a  narrative,  to  flich  a  jour- 
ney, were  fools,  and  the  author  a  mod  impudent 
knave  ;  at  leaft,  if  it  be  the  fame  pamphlet  I  faw 
when  it  fir  ft  came  out,  which  is  above  twenty-five 
years  ago,  dedicated  to  William  Penn,  (whom,  by  a 
miftake,  you  call  Sir  William  Penn)  and  ftylinghim, 
by  authority  of  the  Scripture,  Moft  Noble  Go- 
vernor. For  I  was  very  well  acquainted  with  Penn, 
and  did,  fome  years  after,  talk  with  him  upon  that 
pamphlet,  and  the  .impudence  of  the  author,  who 
fpoke  fo  many  things  in  praife  of  the  foil  and  cli- 
mate , which  Penn  himfelf  did  abfolutely  contradict. 
For,  he  did  allure  me,  that  this  country  wanted 
the  (belter  of  mountains  which  left  it  open  to  the 
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northern  winds  from  Hud  Ton's  Bay  and  the  Frozen 
Sea,  which  deftroyed  all  plantations  of  trees,  and 
was  even  pernicious  to  all  common  vegetables.  But, 
indeed,  New- York,  Virginia,  and  other  parts  lefs 
northward,  or  more  defended  by  mountains,  are 
defcribed  as  excellent  countries  ;  but,  upon  what 
conditions  of  advantage  foreigners  go  thither,  I  am 
yet  to  fcek.. 

What  evils  our  people  avoid  by  running  frcm 
hence,  is  eafier  to  be  determined.  They  conceive 
themfelves  to 'live  under  the  tyranny  of  moft  cruel 
exacting  landlords,  who  have  no  view  further  than 
increasing  their  rent-rolls.  Secondly,  you  complain 
of  the  want  of  trade,  whereof  you  feem  not  to 
know  the  reafon.  Thirdly,  You  lament  moft  juftly 
the  money  fpent  by  abfentees  in  England.  Fourthly^ 
You  complain  that  your  iinen- manufacture  de- 
clines. Fifthly,  That  your  tyth- collectors  opprefs 
you.  Sixthly,  That  your  children  have  no  hopes 
of  preferment  in-  the  churchi  the  revenue,  or  the 
army  ;  to  which  you  might  have  added  the  law, 
and  all  civil  employments  whatfoever.  Seventhly^. 
You  are  undone  for  want  of  iilver,  and  want  all  o> 
ther  money. 

I  could  eaflly  add  fome  other  motives,  which,  to 
men  of  fpirit,  who  deiire  and  expect,  and  think 
they  dtferve  the  common  privileges  of  human  na- 
ture, would  be  of  more  force  than  any  you  have 
yet  named  to  drive  them  out  of  this  kingdom.  But, 
as  thefe  fpeculations  may  probably  not  much  affect 
the  brains  of  your  people,  I  fhall  chufe  to  let  them 
pafs  unmentioned.  Yet  I  cannot  but  obferve, 
that  my  very  good  and  virtuous  friend,  his  Excel- 
lency Burnet  (0  fit,  nee  t  di  indigne  parente  l) 
hath  not  -hitherto  been  able  to  perfuade  his  vaiTals, 
by  his  oratory  in  the  ftile  of  a  command,  to  fettle 
a  revenue  on  his  Vice-royal  perfon.  I  have  been 
iikewife  allured,  that,  in  one  of  thofe  colonies  on 
the  continent,  which  nature  hath  fo  far  favoured, 
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as  (by  the*  induftry  of  the  inhabitants)  to  produce 
a  great  quantity  of  excellent  rice  ;  the  ftubborn- 
nefs  of  the  people,  who,  having  been  told  that  the 
world  was  wide,  took  it  into  their  heads  that  they 
might  fell  their  own  rice  at  whatever  foreign  market- 
they  pleafed,  and  feem,  by  their  practice,  very  un- 
wiiling  to  quit  that  opinion. 

But,  to  return  to  my  fubjecl :  I  mull  confefs  tcv 
you  both,  that,  if  one  reafon  of  your  people's  de- 
ferting  us,  be  the  defpair  of  things  growing  better 
in  their  own  country,  I  have  not  one  fy  liable  to  an- 
Aver  ;  becaufe  that  would  be  to  hope  for  what  is> 
impoilible ;  and  fo  I  have  been  telling  the  public 
thefe  ten  years.  For,  there  are  three  events  which, 
which  muft  precede  any  fuch  bleffing  :  Firft,  A 
liberty  of  trade;  Secondly,  A  {hare  of  preferments 
in  all  kinds,  equal  to  the  Britiih.  natives  ;  and, 
Thirdly i  A  return  of  thofe  abfentees,  who  take  a-> 
way  almoft  one  half  of  the  kingdom's  revenue.  As- 
to  the  firft  and  fecond,  there  is  nothing  left  us  but 
defpair;  and,  for  the  third,  it  will  never  happen  till 
the  kingdom  hath  no  money  to  fend  them,  for 
which,  in  my  own  particular,  I  fhould  not  bs 
ferry. 

The  exaction  of  landlords  hath  indeed  been  a 
grievance  of  above  twenty  years  ftanding.  But,  as 
to  what  you  object  about  the  fevere  claufes  relating. 
to  improvement,  the  fault  lies  wholly  on  the  other, 
fide  :  For  the  landlords,  either  by  their  ignorance 
or  greedinefs  of  making  large  rent-rolls,  have  per* ; 
formed  this  matter  fo  ill,  as  we  fee  by  experience, 
that  there  is  not  one  tenant  in  five  hundred  who 
hath  made  any  improvement  worth  mentioning. 
For  which  I  appeal  to  any  man  who  rides  through 
the  kingdom,  where  little  is  to  be  found  among  the 
tenants,  but  beggary  and  defolation  ;  the  cabbins  of 
the  Scotch  themfelves  in  Ulfter,  being  as  dirty  and 
miferable  as  thofe  of  the  wildeft  Iriih.  "Whereas  good 
firm  penal  claufes  for  improvement,  with  a  toler- 
able 
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able  eafy  rent,  and  a  reafonable  period  of  time, 
would,  in  twenty  years,  have  increafed  the  rents  of 
Ireland  at  leaft  a  third  part  in  the  intrinflc  value. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  you  fpeak  with  fome  decency 
of  the  clergy,  and  to  impute  the  exactions  you  la- 
ment to  the  managers  or  farmers  of  the  tythe:, 
But  you  entirely  miftake  the  fact;  For  1  defy  the 
mod  wicked  and  moil  powerful  clergyman  in  the 
kingdom  to  opprefs  the  meaneft  farmer  in  the  pa- 
parifh  ;  and  I  defy  the  fame  clergyman  to  prevent 
himfelf  from  being  cheated  by  the  fame  farmer,, 
whenever  that  farmer  {hall  be  difpofed  to  be  knav= 
illi  or  peevifh.  For,  although  the  Ulfter  tything- 
teller  is  more  advantageous  to  the  clergy  than  any 
other  in  the  kingdom,  yet  the  mtnifter  can  demand 
no  more  than  his  tenth  ;  and,  whore  the  corn, 
much  exceed*  the  fmall  tythes,  as,  except  in  fomd 
diilricis,  I  am  told  it  always  doth,  he  is  at  tiafs 
mercy  of  every  ftubborn  farmer,  efpecially  of  thofe 
whole  feel:,  as  well  as  intereft,  incline  them  to  oppo- 
iition.  However,  I  take  it  that  your  people,  bent  for 
America,  do  not  {hew  the  beft  part  of  their  pru- 
dence in  making  this  one  part  of  their  complaint; 
Yet  they  are  fo  far  wife  as  not  to  make  the  pay- 
ment of  tythes  a  fcruple  of  confcience,  which  is  too 
grofs  for  any  Proteflant  diffenter,  except  a  Quaker, 
to  pretend.  But,  do  your  people  indeed  think,  that, 
if  tvthes  were  abolifhed,  or  delivered  into  the. hands 

*  * 

of  the  landlord,  after  the  blefled  manner  in  the 
Scotch  fpiritual  ceconomy,  that  the  tenant  would 
fit  eaiier  in  his  rent  under  the  fame  perfon,  who 
muft  be  lord  of  the  foil  and  of  the  tythe  together  ? 
I  am  ready  enough  to  grant,  that  the  oppae&ott 
of  landlords,  the  utter  ruin  of  trade,  with  its  ne- 
ceffiry  confequence  the  want  of  money,  half  liis 
revenues  of  the  kingdom  fpent  abroad,  the  conti* 
nued  dearth  of  three  years,  and  the  ftrong  deluiion 
in  your  people  by  falfe  allurement  from  America, 
may  be  the  chief  motives  of  their  cagernefs  after 
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fuch  an  expedition.     But  there  is  libewife  another' 
temptation,  which  is  not  of  inconfiderable  weight  • 
which   is,  their   itch  of  living  in  a  country  where1 
their  feet  is   predominant,    and    where    their  eyes 
and  confciences    will  not  be  offened  by  the  ftumb- 
ling-block    of  ceremonies,    habits,    and    fpiritual- 
tides. 

But  I  was.  flirprifed  to  find  that  thofe  calamities, 
whereof  we  are  innocent,  have  been  fufficient  to 
drive  many  families  out  of  their  country,  who  had 
no  reafon  to  complain  of  oppreffive  landlords, 
For,  while,  I  was  laft  year  in  the  northern  parts,  a- 
perfon  of  quality,  whofe  eftate  was  let  above  twenty- 
years  ago,  and  then  at  a  very  reafonable  rent,  fome 
for  leafes  of  lives,  and  fome  perpetuities,  did,  in  a- 
few  months,  purchafe  eleven  of  thefe  leafes  at  a- 
very  inconfiderable  price,  although  they  were  two 
years  ago  reckc  ed  to  pay  but  half  value.  From- 
whence  it  is  rr  nifeft,  that  our  prefent  miferable^ 
condition,  and  the  difmal  profpedl  of  worfe,  with 
other  reafons  above  affigned,  are  fufficient  to  put 
men  upon  trying  this  defperate  experiment  of 
changing  the  fcene  they  are  in,  although  landlords- 
fliould,  by  a  miracle,  become  lefs  inhuman. 

There  is  hardly  a  fcheme  propofed   for  improv- 
ing the  trade  of  this  kingdom,  which  doth  not  ma-- 
nifeftly  (hew  the  ftupidity  and  ignorance  of  the  pro-- 
pofer:    And  1  laugh  with  contempt  at  thofe  weab 
wife  heads  who  proceed  upon  general  maxims,  or 
advife  us  to   follow    the   examples  of  Holland  and 
England.     Thefe  Empirics  talk   by  rote,  without  j 
undei  (landing  the  conflitution  of  the  kingdom;  as 
if  a   phyiician,  knowing  that    exercife  contributed 
much  to  health,  (hould  prefcribe  to  his  patient  un- 
der a  fit  of  the  gout,  to  walk  ten  miles  every  morn- 
ing.    The  directions  for  Ireland  are  very  fhort  and 
plain.     To  encourage  agriculture  and  home-con- 
fumption,    and    utterly   difcard    all    importations 
which  are  not  abfolutely  necefTary  for  health  0$; 

life. 
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life.  And  how  few  neceiTdries,  conveniencies,  or 
even  comforts  of  life,  are  denied  us  by  nature,  or 
not  to  be  attained  by  labour  and  induitry  ?  Are 
thofe  deteftable  extravagancies  of  Flanders- lace, 
Englifh- cloths  made  of  our  own  wool,  and  other 
goods,  Italian  or  Indian  lilks,  tea,  coffee,  choco- 
late, china-ware,  and  that  profuiion  of  wines,  by 
the  knavery  of  merchants  growing  dearer  every 
feafon,  with  a  hundred  unneceflary  fopperies,  bet- 
ter known  to  others  than  me  :  Are  thefe,  I  fay,  fit 
for  us,  any  more  than  for  the  beggar  who  could 
not  eat  his  veal  without  oranges  ?  Is  it  not  the 
higheft  indignity  to  human  nature,  that  men 
fhould  be  fuch  poltrons,  as  to  fufrer  the  kingdom 
and  themfelves  to  be  undone,  by  the  vanity,  the 
folly,  the  pride  and  wantonnefs  of  their  wives  ; 
who,  under  their  prefent  corruptions,  feem  to  be 
a  kind  of  animal  fuffered,  for  our  fins,  to  be  fent 
into  the  world  for  the  deftrucYion  of  families,  fo* 
cieties,  and  kingdoms,  and  whofe  whole  ftudy 
feems  directly  to  be  as  cxpeniive  as  they  poffibly 
can,  in  every  ufelefs  article  of  living  ;  who,  by  long 
practice,  can  reconcile  the  moft  pernicious  foreign, 
drugs  to  their  health  and  pleafare,  provided  they 
are  but  expenfive  ;  as  {ladings  grow  fat  with  hen^ 
bane;  who  contract  a  robuftnefs  by  mere  practice 
of  floth  and  luxury  ;  who  can  play  deep  feverai 
hours  after  midnight,  fleep  beyond  noon,  revel 
upon  Indian  poifons,  and  fpend  the  revenue  of  a 
moderate  family,  to  adorn  a  naufeous,  unwhole- 
fome  living  carcafe?  Let  thofe  few,'  who  are  not 
concerned  in  any  part  of  this  accufation,  fuppofe  it 
unfaid  ;  let  the  reft  take  it  among  them.  Gra- 
cious God  !  in  his  'mercy,  look  down  upon  a 
nation  fo  fhamefully  befotted. 

If  I  am  polTcrTed  of  an  hundred  pounds  a  year, 
and,  by  fome  misfortune  it  fink  to  fifty,  without  a 
poiiibility  of  ever  being  retrieved  :  Does  it  remain 
a  queftion,  ia  fugb,  aa  exigency,  what  I  am  to  do  ? 

Muft 
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Muft  not  I  retrench  one  half  in  every  article  of 
expence  ?  Or  retire  to  fome  cheap,  diftant  part  of 
the  country,  where  necefTaries  are  at  half  value  ? 

Is  there  any  mortal  who  can  {hew  me,  under  the 

*  • 

circumftances  we  Hand  with  our  neighbours,  under 
their  inclinations   towards  us,  under  laws  never  to 
be  repealed,  under  the  defolation  caufed  by  abfen-- 
tees,  under   many  other    circumflances   not   to  be 
mentioned,  that  this  kingdom  can  ever  be  a  nation 
of  trade,  or   fubfift  by  any  other  method  than  that 
of  a  reduced  family,  by  the  utmoft  parfimony,  in: 
the  manner  I  have  already  prefcribed  ? 

I  am  tired  with  letters  from  many  unreafonable 
well-meaning  people,  who  are  daily  preffing  me  to 
deliver  my  thoughts  in  this  deplorable  juncture  ; 
which,  upon  many  others,  I  have  fo  often  done  in, 
vain.  What  will  it  import,  that  half  a  fcore  peo- 
ple, in  a  coffee-houfe,  may  happen  to  read  this  pa» 
per,  and  even  the  majority  of  thofe  few,  differ  in 
every  fentiment  from  me  ?  If  the  farmer  be  not  al- 
lowed to  fow  his  corn,  if  half  the  little  money  a* 
mong  us  be  fent  to  pay  rents  to  Irifh  abfentees,  and 
the  reft  for  foreign  luxury,  and  drefs  for  the  wo- 
men, what  will  our  charitable  difpofitions  avail, 
when  there  5s  nothing  left  to  be  given  ?  When, 
contrary  to  all  cuftom  and  example,  all  necefiaries 
of  life  are  fo  exorbitant,  when  money  of  all  kinds 
was  never  known  to  be  fo  fcarce  ?  So  that  gentle- 
men of  no  contemptible  eftates  are  forced  to  re- 
trench in  every  article  (except  what  relates  to  their 
wives)  without  being  able  to  fksw  any  bounty  tg> 
the  poor, 
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TO     SEVERAL 
LETTERS  fcnt  me  from  unknown  Hands*. 

"Written  in  the  Year  M,ncc,xxn:. 


T  AM  very  well  pleafed  with  the  good  opinion  you 
•*•  exprefs  of  me,  and  wifli  it  were  any  way  in  my 
power  to  anfwer  your  expectations  for  the  fervice 
of  my  country.  I  have  carefully  read  your  feveral 
fchemes  and  propofals,  which  you  think  fliould  be 
offered  to  the  parliament.  In  anfwer,  I  will  allure 
you,  that,  in  another  place,  I  have  known  very 
good  propofals  rejected  with  contempt  by  public 
aflsmblies,  merely  becaufe  they  were  offered  from 
without  doors ;  and  yours  perhaps  might  have  the 
fame  fate,  efpecially  if  handed  into  the  public  by  me, 
who  am  not  acquainted  with  three  members,  nor 
have  the  leaft  intereft  with  one.  My  printers  have 
been  twice  profecuted,  to  my  great  expence,  on 
account  of  difcourfes  I  writ  for  the  public  fervice,. 
without  the  leaft  reflection  on  parties  or  perfons  ; 
and  the  fuccefs  I  had  in  thofe  of  the  Drapier  was 
not  owing  to  my  abilities,  but  to  a  lucky  juncture, 
when  the  fuel  was  ready  for  the  firjft  hand  that 

would 
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would  be  at  the  pains  of  kindling  it.  It  is  true5 
both  thofe  envenomed  profecutions  were  the  work- 
irianfliip  of  a  judge,  who  is  now  gone  to  his  own 
place  *.  But,  let  that  be  as  it  will,  I  am  deter- 
mined henceforth  never  to  be  the  inftrument  of 
leaving  an  innocent  man  at  the  mercy  of  that 
bench. 

It  is  certain,  there  are  fcveral  particulars  relating 
to  this  kingdom,  (I  have  mentioned  a  few  of  them 
in  one  of  my  Drapier's  letters)  which  it  were  hear- 
tily to  be  wifhed  that  the  parliament  would  take 
under  their  consideration  fuch  as  will -nowife  inter- 
fere with  England,  otherwile  than  to-  its  advan- 


tage. 


The  fir  ft  I  fhv.ll  mention  is  touched  at  in  a  letter 
which  I  received  from  one  of  you,  gentlemen,  a- 
foout  the  highways;  which,  indeed,  are  ahnoft 
every  where  feandaloufly  neglected.  I  know  a  very 
rich  man  in  this  city,  a  true  lover  and  faver  of  his 
money,  who,  being  poiTefTed  of  fome  adjacent, 
lands,  hath  been  at  great  charge  in  -repairing  effec- 
tually the  roads  that  lead  to  them ;  and  hath  allur- 
ed me,  that  his  lands  are  thereby  advanced  four  or 
five  (hillings  an  acre,  by  which  he  gets  'treble  in- 
tereft  But,  generally  (peaking,  all  over  the  king- 
dom, the  roads  are  deplorable  ;  and,  what  is  more 
particularly  barbarous,  there  is  no  fort  of  provifion 
made  for  travellers  on  foot ;  no,  not  near  this  city, 
except  in  a  very  few  places,  and  in  a  moft  wretch- 
ed manner  :  Whereas  the  Englifh  are  fo  particu- 
larly careful  in  this  point,  that  you  may  travel 
there  an  hundred  miles-  with  lefs  inconvenience 
than  one  mile  here.  But,  fince  this  may  be  thought 
too  great  a  reformation,  I  {hall  only  fpeak  of  roads 
for  horfes,  carriages,  and  cattle. 

Ireland  is,  I   think,  computed   to  be  one   third 
fmaller  than  England;  yet,  by  Tome  natural  difad* 

*  Lord  Chief  Juftifie  Whit&ed. 
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vantages,  it  would  not  bear  quite  the  lame  propor- 
tion in  value,  with  the  lame  encouragement.  How- 
ever, it  hath  fo  happened,  for  many  years  paft? 
that  it  never  arrived  to  above  one  eleventh  part  in 
point  of  riches ;  and,  of  late,  by  the  continual  de- 
creafe  of  trade  and  increafe  of  abfentees,  with  other 
circumftances  not  hear  to  be  mentioned,  hardlv  to 

•4 

2.  fifteenth  part ;  at  leaft,  if  my  calculations  be 
right,  which  I  doubt,  are  a  little  too  favourable  on 
our  fide. 

Now,  fuppofing  day-labour  to  be  cheaper  by  one 
half  here  than"  in  England,  and  our  roads,  by  the 
nature  of  our  carriages  and  the  defolation  of  our 
country,  to  be  not  worn  and  beaten  above  one 
eighth  part  fo  much  as  thofe  of  England,  which  is 
a  very  moderate  computation  ;  I  do  riot  fee  why 
the  mending  of  them  would  be  a  greater  burthen 
to  this  kingdom  than  to  that. 

There  have  been,  I  believe,  twenty  acts  of  par- 
liament, in  fix  or   feven  years  of  the  late  King  *, 
for  mending  long  tracts  of  impaffible  ways  in  feve- 
ral    counties    of  England,  by  creeling    turnpikes, 
and  receiving  paffage- money  in  a  manner  that  eve- 
ry body  knows.     If  what  I  have  advanced  be  true, 
it  would  be  hard  to  give  a  reafon  againft  the  fame 
practice  here,  fince  the  neceility  is  as  great,  the  ad- 
vantage, in  proportion,  perhaps  much  greater,  the 
materials  of  ftone  and  gravel   as  eafy  to  be  found, 
and  the  workmanfhip  at  leaft  twice  as  cheap.     Be- 
iides,  the  work  may  be    done  gradually,  with  al- 
lowances for  the  poverty  of  the  nation,  by  fo  many 
perch  a  year ;  but  with  a  fpecial  care  to  encourage 
ikill  and  diligence,  and  to  prevent  fraud  in  the  un- 
dertakers, to   which  we  are  too  liable,  and  which 
are   not  always    confined   to  thofe  of  the  meaner 
fort :  But  againft  thefe,  no  doubt,  the  wifdom  of 
the  nation  may,  and  will  provide. 

*  King  George  I, 

Another 
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Another  evil,  which,  in  my  opinion,  defer  veS 
the  public  care,  is  the  ill-management  of  the  bogs, 
the  neglect  whereof  is  a  much  greater  mifchief  to 
this  kingdom  than  mod  people  feem  to  be  aware 

ef. 

It  is  allowed  indeed,  by  thofe  who  are  efteemed 
moft  ikilfui  in  fuch  matters,  that  the  red  fwelling 
moffy  bog,  whereof  \ve  have  -fo  many  large  tracts 
in  this  iiland,  is  not  by  any  means  to  be  fully  re- 
duced; but  the  Ikirts,  which  are  covered  with  a 
green  coat,  eafily  may,  being  not  an  accretion,  or 
annual  growth  of  mois,  like  the  other. 

Now,  the  landlords  are  generally  too  carelefs 
that  they  fuffer  their  tenants  to  <:ut  their  turf  in 
thefe  fkirts,  as  well  as  the  bog  adjoined,  whereby 
there  is  yearly  loft  a  conflderable  quantity  of  land 
throughout  the  kingdom,  never  to  be  recovered. 

But  this  is  not  the  greateft  part  of  the  mifchief. 
For  the  main  bog,  although  perhaps  not  reducible 
to  natural  foil,  yet,  by  continuing  large,  deep, 
ftraight  canals  through  the  middle,  cleaned  at  pro- 
per times,  as  low  as  the  channel  or  gravel,  would 
become  a  fecure  fummer-pafture  ;  the  margins 
might,  with  great  profit  and  ornament,  be  filled 
with  quickins,  birch,  and  other  trees  proper  for 
fuch  a  foil,  and  the  canals  be  convenient  for  water- 
carriage  of  the  turf,  which  is  now  drawn  upon 
fled  cars  with  great  expence,  difficulty,  and  lofs  of 
time,  by  reafon  of  the  many  turf-pits  fcattered  ir- 
regularly through  the  bog,  wherein  great  numbers 
of  cattle  are  yearly  drowned.  And  it  hath  been,  I 
confefs,  to  me,  a  matter  of  the  greateft  vexation  ?.s 
well  as  wonder,  to  think  how  any  landlord  could 
be  fo  abfurd  as  to  fuffer  fuch  havock  to  be  made. 

All  the  ac"ls  for  encouraging  plantations  of  fo- 
reft-trees  are,  I  am  told,  extremely  defective ; 
which,  with  great  fubmifiion,  muft  have  been  ow- 
ing to  a  defect  of  fkill  in  the  contrivers  of  them. 
In  this  climate,  by  the  continual  blowing  of  the 

well- 
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\reft-fouth-weft  wind,  hardly  any  tree  of  value 
will  come  to  perfection  that  is  not  planted  in 
groves,  except  very  rarely,  and  where  ihere  is 
much  land-ihelter.  I  have  not,  indeed,  read  ail  the 
acts ;  but,  from  inquiry,  I  cannot  learn  that  the 
planting  in  groves  is  enjoined.  And,  as  to  the 
effects  of  thefe  laws,  I  have  not  fcen  the  leaft,  in 
many  hundred  miles  riding,  except  about  a  very 
few  gentlemens  houfes,  and  even  thofe  with  very 
little  fkill  or  fuccefs.  In  all  the  reft,  the  hedges 
generally  mifcarry,  as  well  as  the  larger  {lender 
twigs  planted  upon  the  tops  of  ditches,  merely  for 
want  of  common  /kill  and  care. 

I  do  not  believe  that  a  greater  and  quicker  profit 
could  be  made,  than  by  planting  large  groves  of 
afh,  a  few  feet  afunder,  which  in  ieven  years 
ivould  make  the  beft  kind  of  hop  poles,  and  grow 
in  the  fame,  or  leis  time,  to  a  iecond  crop  from 
their  roots. 

It  would  likewife  be  of  great  ufe  and  beauty  in 
Cur  defert  fcenes,  to  oblige  all  tenants  and  cotta- 
gers to  plant  afli  or  elm  before  their  cabbins,  and 
round  their  potatoe-gardens,  where  cattle  either 
do  not,  or  ought  not  to  come  to  deftroy  them. 

The  common  objections  againft  all  this,  drawn 
from  thelazinefs,  the  perverfenefs,  or  thievifh  dif- 
pofition  of  the  poor  native  Irifli,  might  be  eafily 
anfwered,  by  fliewing  the  true  reafons  for  fuch  ac- 
cufations,  and  how  eafily  thofe  people  115 ay  be 
brought  to  a  lefs  favage  manner  of  life  :  But  my 
printers  have  already  fuffered  too  much  for  my 
{peculations.  However,  fuppofing  the  fize  of  a 
natives  underftanding  juft  equal  to  that  of  a  dog 
or  horle,  I  have  oftea  ieen  thofe  two  animals  to 
be  civilized  by  rewards,  at  leaft  as  much  as  by  pu- 
nifhrnents. 

It  would  be  a  noble  achievement  to  abolifh  the 
Irifh  language  in  this  kingdom,  fo  far  at  leaft  as  to 
oblige  all  the  natives  to  fpeak  only  Englifli  on  every 
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occafion  of  bufinefs,  in  (hops,  markets,  fairs,  and 
other  places  of  dealing  :  Yet  I  am  wholely  deceived 
if  this  might  not  be  effectually  done  in  lefs  than 
half  an  age,  and  at  a  very  trifling  expence  ;  for 
fuch  I  look  upon  a  tax  to  be,  of  only  fix  thoufand 
pounds  a-year,  to  accotnplilli  fo  great  a  work. 
This  would,  in  a  great  meafure,  civilize  the  moft 
barbarous  among  them,  reconcile  them  to  our 
cuftoms  and  manner  of  living,  and  reduce  great 
numbers  to  the  national  religion,  whatever  kind 
may  then  happen  to  be  e ft ab limed.  The  method  is 
plain  and  fimple  ;  and,  although  I  am  too  defpon- 
ding  to  produce  it,  yet,  I  could  heartily  wifh  fome 
public  thoughts  were  employed  to  reduce  this  un- 
cultivated people  from  that  idle,  favage,  beaftly, 
thievifh  manner  of  life,  in  which  they  continue 
funk  to  a  degree,  that  it  is  almoft  impoflible  for  a 
country  gentleman  to  find  a  fervant  of  human  ca- 
pacity, or  the  leaft  tincture  of  natural  honefty;  or 
who  does  not  live  among  his  own  tenants  in  conti- 
nual fear  of  having  his  plantations  deftroyed,  his 
cattle  ftolen,  and  his  goods  pilfered. 

The  love,  affection,  or  vanity  of  living  in  Eng- 
land, continuing  to  carry  thither  fo  many  wealthy 
families,  the  confequences  thereof,  together  with 
the  utter  lofs  of  all  trade,  except  what  is  detrimen- 
tal, which  hath  forced  fuch  great  numbers  of  wea- 
vers and  others  to  feek  their  bread  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, the  unhappy  practice  of  flocking  fuch  vaft 
quantities  of  land  with  fheep  and  other  cattle,  which 
reduceth  twenty  families  to  one  :  Thefe  events 
I  fay,  have  exceedingly  depopulated  this  king- 
dom for  feveral  years  pail  I  fhould  heartily  wifh, 
therefore,  under  this  miferable  dearth  of  money, 
that  thofe  who  are  moft  concerned  would  think 
it  advifeable  to  fave  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds  a- 
year,  which  is  now  fent  out  of  this  kingdom  to 
feed  us  with  corn.  There  is  not  an  older  or  more 
uncontroverted  maxim  in  the  politics  of  all  wife 

nations, 
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nations,  than  that  of  encouraging  agriculture' 
And,  therefore,  to  what  kind  of  wifdom  a  prac- 
tife  fo  directly  contrary  among  us  may  be  reduced, 
I  am  by  no  means  a  judge.  If  labour  and  people 
make  the  true  riches  of  a  nation,  what  nmftbe  the 
iflue,  where  one  part  of  the  people  are  forced  a- 
way,  and  the  other  part  have  nothing  to  do  ? 

If  it  fhould  be  thought  proper  by  wifer  heads, 
that  his  Majefty  might  be  applied  to  in  a  national 
way,  for  giving  the  kingdom  leave  to  coin  half- 
pence for  its  own  ufe  :  I  believe  no  good  fubjeft 
will  be  under  the  left  apprehenfion  that  fuch  a  re- 
queft  could  meet  with  refufal,  or  the  leaft  delay. 
Perhaps  we  are  the  only  kingdom  upon  earth, 
which  did  not  enjoy  that  common  right  of  civil 
fociety  under  the  proper  infpecTion  of  its  prince,  or 
Jegiflature,  to  coin  money  of  all  ufual  metals  for 
its  own  occafions.  Every  petty  Prince  in  Germany, 
vafTal  to  the  Emperor,  enjoys  this  privilege.  And 
I  have  feen  in  this  kingdom  feveral  filver  pieces, 
with  the  infcription  of  Givitas  Waterford,  Dr-oghsdagfc, 
and  other  towns. 
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BALLYSPELLIN* 

. 

By  Dr.   S  H  E  R  I  D  A  N. 

A  LL  you  that  would  refine  your  blood, 
•*•*•     As  pure  as  fam'd  Llewellyn, 
By  waters  clear  come  every  year, 
To  drink  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Tho'  nox  or  itch,  your  fkins  enrich 

With  rubies  paft  the  telling, 
'Twin  clear  you-  fkin  before  you've  been 

A  month  at  Bailyfpellin. 

If  lady's  cheek  be  green  as  leek 

When  fhe  comes  frorn  her  dwelling, 
The  kindling  'ofe  within?  it  ulows 


When  ihe's  at  Baliyipellin. 

*  A  famous  fpaw  in  the  county  of  Kilkenny, 
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The  footy  brown,  who  comes  from  town, 

Grows  here  as  fair  as  Helen ; 
Then  back  fhe  goes  to  kill  the  beaux 

By  dint  of  Bally fpellin. 

Our  ladies  are  as  frefh  and  fair 
As  Rofs,  or  bright  Dunkelling  : 

And  Mars  might  make  a  fair  miftake, 
Were  he  at  Ballyfpellin. 

We  men  fubmit  as  they  think  fit, 

And  here  is  no  rebelling  ; 
The  reafon's  plain,  the  ladies  reign, 

They're  Queens  at  Ballyfpellin. 

By  matchlefs  charms,  unconquer'd  arms, 
They  have  the  power  of  quelling 

Such  defp'rate  foes  as  dare  oppofe 
Their  pow'r  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Cold  water  turns  to  fire,  and  burns, 

I  know,  becaufe  I  fell  in 
A  flream  which  came  from  one  bright  dame 

Who  drank  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Fine  beaux  advance,  eqrript  for  dance, 
And  bring  their  Anne  or  Nell  in 

With  fo  much  grace,  I'm  fure  ao  place 
Can  vye  with  Ballyfpellin. 

No  politics,  no  fubtle  tricks, 

No  man  his  country  felling, 
We  eat,  we  drink,,  we  never  think 

Of  thefe  at  Bylly  fpellin. 

The  troubled  mind,  the  puft  with  wind, 
Do  all  come  here  Pell-Mell  in ; 

And,  they  are  fure,  to  work  their  cure 
By  drinking  Ballyfpellin. 
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If  dropfy  fills  you  to  the  gills, 

From  chin  to  toe  tho'  fwelling, 
Pour  in,  pour  out,  you  cannot  doubt 

A  cure  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Death  throws  no  darts  thro*  all  thefe  parts, 

No  fextons  here  are  knelling  ; 
Come,  judge  and  try,  you'll  never  die,. 

But  live  at  Ballyfpellin  : 

Except  you  feel  darts  tipt  with  fteel,. 

Which  here  are  every  belle  in  ; 
When  from  their  eyes  fweet  ruin  Hies* 

We  die  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Good  chear,  fweet  air,  much  joy,  no  care, 
Your  fight,  your  tafte,  your  fmelling, 

Your  ears,  your  touch,  tranfporteth  much 
Each  day  at  Ballyfpellin. 

Within  this  ground  we  all  fleep  found, 

No  noify  dogs  a  yelling  ; 
Ex  ept  you  wa-ce,  for  Cilia's  fake, 

All  night  at  Ballyfpellia, 

Here  all  you  fee,  both  he  and  flie, 

No  lady  keeps  her  cell  in  ; 
But  all  partake  the  mirth  we  make. 

Who  drink  at  Ballyfpellin. 

My  rhimes  are  gone,  I  think  I've  none, 

Unlefs  I  fhould  bring  hell  in ; 
But  fince  I'm  here  to  heav'n  fo  near, 

I  can't  at  Ballyfpellin, 

The 
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By    Dr.     S  W  I  F  T, 

ARE  you  difpute  you  faucy  brute  ? 

A(jd  think  there's  no  rebelling, 
Your  fcurvy  lays,  and  fenfelefs  praiie, 
You  give  to  Ballyfpellin  ? 

Howe'er  you  bounce,  I  here  pronounce, 

Your  med'cine  is  repelling  ; 
Your  water's  mud,  and  fcours  the  blood, 

When  drank  at  Bellyfpellin. 

Thofe  pocky  drabs,  to  cure  their  fcabs, 

You  thither  are  compelling  ; 
Will  back  be  fent,  worfe  than  they  went, 

From  nafty  Bally  fpellin. 

Llewellyn  why  ?   As  well  may  I 

Name  honeft  Dr.  Pellin  ; 
So  hard  fometimes.  you  tug  for  rhimes 

To  bring  in  Bally  fpellin.. 

No  fubjedi  fit  to  try  your  wit, 

When  you  went  coltmelling  ; 
But  dull  inrrigues  t'wixt  jades  and  teagues., 

That  met  at  Bally  fpeliin. 

Our  lafles  fair,  fay  what  you  dare,. 

Who  fowing  make  with  flielling, 
At  Market-Hill  more  beaux  can  kill, 

Than  yours  at  Ballyfpellin, 

Would 
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Would  I  was  whipt,  when  Sheelah  flript, 

To  wa(h  herfelf  our  well  in  ; 
A  bum  fo  white,  ne'er  came  in  fight, 

At  paultry  Ballyfpellin. 

Your  mawkins  there,  fmocks  hempen  wear 

Of  Holland,  not  an  ell  in, 
No,  not  a  rag,  whate'er  you  brag, 

Is  found  at  Ballyfpellin.* 

But  Tom  will  prat  at  any  rate, 

All  other  nymphs  expelling  : 
Becaufe  he  gets  a  few  Grifets, 

At  loufy  Ballyfpellin. 

There's  bony  Jane  in  yonder  lane, 

Juft  o'er  againft  the  Bell  Inn  ; 
Where  can  you  meet  a  lafs  fo  fweet, 

Round  all  your  Ballyfpellin  .? 

We  have  a  girl,  deferves  an  earl, 

She  came  from  Ennifkillin  ; 
So  fair  fo  young,  no  fuch  among 

The  belles  at  Ballyfpellin. 

How  would  you  ftare,  to  fee  her  therc> 

The  foggy  mift  difpelling ; 
That  cloud  the  brows,  of  every  blowfe 

Who  lives  at  BaHyfpellin. 

i 

Now  as  I  live,  I  would  not  give 

A  Stiver  for  a  Skellin, 
To  towfe  and  kifs  the  faireft  mifs 

That  leaks  at  Ballyipellin. 

Who 
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Whoe'er  will  raife  fuch  lies  as  thefe, 
Deferves  a  good  cudgelling  : 

Who  falfely  boafts  -of  belles  and  toads, 
At  dirty  Bailyf  pellin. 

My  rhimes  are  gone  to  all  but  one, 
Which  is,  our  trees  are  felling. 

As  proper  quite,  as  thofe  you  write, 
To  force  in  Ballyfellirrt 


A     RIDDLE.     By  Dr.  DELANY. 

Infcribed  to  the  Lady  CARTERET. 

T  Reach  all  things  near  me,  and  far  off  to  boot, 

Without  ftretching  a  finger,   or  ftirring  a  foot. 
I  take  them  all  in  too,  to  add  to  your  wonder  ; 
Tho'  many  and  various,  and  large  and  afunder. 
Without  joftling  or  crowding  they  pafs  fide  by  fide, 
Thro'  a  wonderful  wicket,  not  half  an  inch  wide  : 
Then  I  lodge  them  at  eafe  in  a  very  large  (lore, 
Of  no  breadth,  or  length,   with  a  thoufand  things 

more. 

AH  this  I  can  do  without  witchcraft  or  charm, 
Tho'  fometimes  they  fay  I  bewitch,  and  do  harm  • 
Tho'  cold  I  inflame,  and  tho'  quiet  invade, 
And  nothing  can  fhield  from  my  fpell  but  a  fliadc. 
A  thief  that  has  robb'd  you,  or  done  you  difgrace, 
In  magical  mirror  I'll  {hew  you  his  face  : 
Nay,  if  you'll  believe  what  the  poets  have  faid, 
They'll  tell  you  I  kill,  and  can  call  back  the  dead. 
Like  conjurers  fafe  in  my  circle  I  dwell, 
I  love  to  look  black  too,   it  heightens  my  fpell; 
Tho'  my  magic  is  mighty  in  every  Hue, 
\Vho  lee  all  my  power  mud  fee  it  in  YOU. 

The 
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The  lame  anfwercd  by  Dr.  SWIFT. 

•\T7ITHhalfanEye 

Your  Riddle  1  fpy. 
J  obferv'd  your  wicket 
Hemm'd  in  by  a  thicket, 
And  whatever  pafTes 
Is  ftrain'd  thro'  glalTes. 
You  fay  it  is  quiet, 
I  flatly  deny  it  : 
It  wanders  about, 
"Without  ftirring  out, 
No  paffion  fo  weak 
But  gives  it  a  tweak  ; 
Love,  joy,  and  devotion 
Set  it  always  in  motion. 
And  as  for  the  tragic 
Effects  of  his  magic, 
Which  you  fay  it  can  fcill, 
Or  revive  at  its  will, 
The  dead  are  all  found 
And  revive  above  ground, 
After  all  you  have  writ, 
It  cannot  be  wit. 
Which  plainly  does  follow, 
Since  it  flies  from  Apollo. 
Its  cowardice  fuch, 
It  cries  at  a  touch, 
'Tis  a  perfect  milkfop, 
Grows  drunk  with  a  drop. 
Another  great  fault, 
It  cannot  bear  fait  ; 
And  a  hair  can  difarm 
It  of  every  charm. 

VOL.  XII.  F  f 


O  K  M  S    ON 


A    R  I  D  33  L  E.      By  Dr.  SWIFT,    to  my 

Lady  CARTERET. 


India's  burning  clime  I'm  brought, 
With  cooling  gales  like  zephyrs  fraught. 
Not  Iris  when  fhe  paints  the  iky, 
Can  (hew  more  different  hue  than  I; 
!N  or  can  (lie  change  her  form  fo  faft, 
I'm  now  a  fail  and  now  a  malt. 
I  here  am  red,  and  there  am  green, 
A  beggar  there,   and  here  a  queen. 
I  fomeiimes  live  in  houfe  of  hair, 
And  oft  in  hand  of  lady  fair. 
I  pleafe  the  young,  I  grace  the  old, 
And  am  at  once  both  hot  and  cold. 
Srty  what  lam  then  if  you  can, 
And  find  the  rhime,  and  you're  the  man. 


Anfwercd  by  Dr.  SHERIDAN. 


houfe  of  hair  and  lady's  hand, 
-*•     At  firft  did  put  me  to  a  ftand. 
I  have  it  now,  -  'tis  plain  enough, 
Your  hairy  bus'nels  is  a  Muff. 
Your  engine  fraught  with  cooling  gales, 
At  once  fo  like  your  maft  and  fails. 
And  for  the  rhime  to  you're  the  man, 
What  fits  it  better  than  a  fan. 


L 


The  LOGICIANS  refuted. 

CGICIANS  have  but  ill  defin'd  | 

As  rational,  the  huaian  kind  ; 

Reafon 
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Reaicn,  they  fay,  belongs  to  man, 

But  let  them  prove  it,  if  they  can. 

"Wife  Ariftotle  and  Smiglsfius, 

By  ratiocinations  fpecious, 

Have  ftrove  to  prove  with  great  preciiion. 

With  definition  and  divifion, 

Homo  rft  rations  pr&diinm  ; 

But,  for  my  foul,  I  cannot  credit  'em. 

And  muft,  in  fpite  of  them,  maintain. 

That  man  and  all  his-  ways  are  vain  ; 

And  that  this  boafted  lord  of  nature 

Is  both  a  weak  and  erring  creature.. 

That  inftincr.  is  a  furer  guide 

Than  reafon -beading  mortals  pride  ; 

And,  that  brute  beafts  are  far  before  'em, 

Dens  eft  am  ma  Lndonnn. 

Whoever  knew  an  honcft  brute, 

At  huv  his  neighbour  prcfecute. 

Bring  action  for  aflault  and  battery, 

Or  friend  beguile  with  lies  ;u;d  flattery. 

O'er  plains  they  ramble  unconfin'd, 

No  politics  difturb  their  mind  • 

They  eat  their  meals,  and  take  their  fport,. 

Nor  know  who's  in  or  out  at  court. 

Tiiey  never  to  the  levee  go 

To  treat  as  deareft  friend  a  foe  : 

They  never  importune  his  grace* 

Nor  ever  cringe  to  men  in  place  ; 

Nor  undertake  a  dirty  job, 

Nor  draw  the  quill  to  write  for  Bob. 

Fraught  with  invedlive  they  ne'er  go 

To  fo.ks  at  Pater-Nofter  Row  : 

No  judges,   tidlers,  dancing  matters, 

No  pick-pockets,   or  poetafters, 

Are  known  to  honcft  quadrupeds : 

No  {ingle  brute  his  fellows  leads. 

Brutes  never  meet  in  bloody  fray, 

Nor  cut  each  others  throats  for  pay. 

F  £  2  Of 
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Of  beafb,  it  is  confefs'd,  the  ape 

Conies  neareft  us  in  human  ih?tp?, 

Like  man  he  imitates  each  fifhion, 

A.nd  malice  is  his  ruling  pailion  : 

i'nr,  both  in  malice  and  grimaces, 

A  courtier  any  ape  furpaHls. 

Behold  him  humbly  cringing  wait 

v.Jpon  the  miniftcr  of  ftate  j 

View  him  ibon  after  to  inferiors 

Aping  the  conduct  of  fuperiors  : 

He  promilVs  with  equal  air, 

And  to  perform  takes  equal  care. 

lie  in  his  turn  finds  imitators, 

At  court  the  porters,  lacqueys,  waiters, 

Their  matters'  manners  {till  contrail, 

And  footmen,  lords,  and  dukes  can  ac"h 

Thus,  at  the  court,   both  great  and  /mall 

Behave  alike,  for  all  ape  all, 


ODE    ON   SCIENCE. 

H  heav'nly  born  !   in  deepen1  cells 
If  faireft  fcience  ever  dwells 
Beneath  the  molly  cnve  ; 

.• 

u'pe  the  verdure  cf  the  woods: 

•w*- 

With  azure  beauty  gild  the  floods, 

And  fiow'ry  carpets  lave  j 
For  melancholy  ever  reigns 
Dc'lighred  in  the  fylvan  fcenes 

With  fciemific  light  ; 
While  Dian  huntrefs  of  the  vales 
Seeks  lulling  founds  and  Fanning  gales, 

Tho'  rapt  from  mortal  fight. 
Yet,   goddefs,  yet  the  way  explore 
With  magic  rites  and  heathen  lore 

Obibucccd  and  deprefsxl  : 

Till 
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Till  wifdom  gave  the  facrcd  nine, 
Untaught,   not  uninfpired  to  ihine, 

By  reafon's  power  redreis'd, 
When  Solon  and  Lycurgus  taught, 
To  moralize  the  human  thought 

Of  mad  opinion's  maze, 
To  erring  zeal  they  gave  new  laws. 
Thy  charms,   O  liberty,  the  caufe 

That  blends  congenial  rays. 
Bid  bright  Aftrrea  gild  the  morn, 
Or  bid  a  hundred  funs  be  born, 

To  hecatomb  the  year  ; 
Without  thy  aid  in  vain  the  poles  : 
In  vain  the  Zodiac  fyftem  rolls  : 

In  vain  the  lunar  fphcre. 
Come,  faireft  princefs  of   the  throng, 
Bring  fweet  philofophy  along 

In  metaphyiic  dreams  ; 
While  raptur'd  bards  no  more  behold 
A  vernal  age  of  purer  gold 

In  Heliconian  ftrcams. 
Drive  thraldom  with  malignant  hand, 
To  curie  fome  other  deftin'd  land 

By  folly  led  aftray  : 
lerne  bear  on  azure  wing  ; 
Energic  let  her  foar,  and  iing 

Thy  univerfal  fway. 
So  when  Amphion  bade  the  lyre 
To  more  majeftic  found  afpire, 

Behold  the  madding  throng, 
In  wonder  and  oblivion  drown'd, 
To  fculpture  turn'd  by  ma^ic  found,  , 

And  petrifying  fong. 


F  f  3  The 
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The  PUPPET-SHOW. 

E  life  of  man  to  reprefent, 
•*•     And  turn  it  all  to  ridicule, 
Wit  did  a  puppet  -fboiv  invent, 
Where  the  chief  acvtor  is  a  fool. 

» 

The  gods  of  old  were  logs  of  wood, 
And  worship  was  to  puppets  paid, 

In  antic  drefs  the  idol  fteod, 

And  priefts  and  people  bow'd  the  head. 

No  wonder  then  if  art  began, 

The  fimple  votaries  to  frame, 
To  lhape  in  timber  fooliih  man, 

And  conlecrate  the  block  to  fame. 

From  hence  poetic  fancy  learn'd, 

That  trees  might  rife  from  human  forms, 

The  body  to  the  trunk  be  turn'd, 
And  branches  jflue  from  the  arms. 

Thus  Dsedalus  and  Ovid  too, 

That  man's  a  blockhead  have  confeft, 

Powel  and  Stretch  *  the  hint  purlue, 
Life  is  the  farce,  the  world  a  jefh 

The  fame  great  truth  South-Sea  f  hath  prov'd 
On  that  fam'd  theatre,   the  Ally, 

Where  thoufands  by  dnectors  mov'd 
Are  now  fad  monuments  of  folly. 


*   Two  pippet-fliow  men. 

•J-  S^e  the  |O'-m  on  the  Sowth-Sea  projcft,  p.  130. 


What 
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What  Momus  was  of  old  to  Jove, 

The  fame  Harlequin  is  now  ; 
The  former  was  buffoon  above, 

The  latter  is  a  Punch  below. 

x 

This  fleeting  fcene  is  but  a  ftage, 

Where  various  images  appear, 
In  diff'rent  parts  of  youth  and  age 

Alike  the  prince  and  peafant  fhare. 

Some  draw  our  eyes  by  being  great, 

Falfe  pomp  conceals  mere  wood  within. 

And  legiflators  rang'd  in  ftate 

Are  oft  but  wifdom  in  machine.  % 

A  ftock  may  chance  to  wear  a  crown, 

And  timber  as  a  lord  take  place, 
A  ftatue  may  put  on  a  frown 

And  cheat  us  with  a  thinking  face. 

Others  are  blindly  led  away, 
•    And  made  to  act  for  ends  unknown, 
By  the  mere  fpring  of  wires  they  play 
And  fpeak  in  language  not  their  own. 

Too  oft,  ahs !  a  fcolding  wife 

Ulurps  a  jolly  fellow's  throne, 
And  many  drink  the  cup  of  life, 

Mix'd  and  embitter'd  by  a  Joan. 

In  fhort,  whatever  men  purfue 

Of  pleasure,   folly,  war,  or  love  j 
This  mimic-race  brings  all  to  view, 

Alike  they  drefs,  they  talk,  they  move, 

Go  on,  great  Stretch,  with  artful  hand, 

Mortals  to  pleafe  and  to  deride, 
And  when  death  breaks  thy  vital  band, 

Thou  ihalt  put  on  a  puppet's  pride, 

Thou 
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Thou  (halt  in  puny  wood  be  (hewn, 
Thy  image  Ihall  preferve  thy  fame, 

Ages  to  come  thy  worth  fli.nll  own, 
Point  at  thy  limbs,  and  tell  thy  name, 

Tell  Tom  he  draws  a  Farce  in  vain, 
Before  he  looks  in  Nature's  glafs, 
Puns  cannot  form  a  witty  fcene, 
r  Pedantry  for  humour  pafs, 


To  make  men  a&  as  fenfelefs  wood3 
And  chatter  in  a  mytHc  ftrain, 

Is  a  mere  force  on  flefh  and  blood, 
And  {hews  fome  error  in  the  brain, 

He  that  would  thus  refine  on  thee, 
And  turn  thy  ftage  into  a  fchoo!3 

The  jeft  of  Punch  will  ever  be, 
And  ftand  confeft  the  greater  fool. 


On    P  S  Y  C  H  E  *. 

A  T  two  after  noon  for  our  Pfyche  inquire, 
•f*-  Her  tea-kettle's  on,  and  her  fmock  at  the  fire; 
So  loitering,  fo  active ;  fo  bufy,  fo  idle, 
Which  hath  fhe  moft  need  of,  a  fpur  or  a  bridle? 
Thus,  a  greyhound  out-runs  the  whole  pack  in  a  race, 
Yet  would  rather  be  hang'd  than  he'd  leave  a  warm 

place. 

She  gives  you  fuch  plenty,  it  puts  you  in  pain ; 
But  ever  with  prudence  takes  care  of  the  main. 
To  pleafe  you,  fhe  knows  how  to  chufe  a  nice  bit; 
For  her  tafte  is  almoft  as  refin'd  as  her  wit. 

*  M  s.  Sican,  a  very  ingenious  well-bred  lady,  wife  to  Mr.  John 
Sican,  an  tminent  Grocer  in  Dublin, 

To 
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To  ob'ige  a  good  friend,  fhe  will  trace  ev'ry  market, 
It  would  do  your  heart  good,    to  fee  how  fhe  will 

cark  it. 

Yet  beware  of  her  arts,  for  it  plainly  appears, 
She  faves  half  her  victuals  by  feeding  your  ears. 


To   Mrs.   HOUGHTON  of  Bormont,  upon 
praifing  her  hufoand  to  Dr.  SWIFT. 


always  are  making  a  god  of  your  fpoufe, 
A    But  this  neither  reafon  nor  conscience  allu 


Perhaps  you  will  lay,  'tis  in  gratitude  due, 
And  you  adore  him,  becauie  he  adores  you. 
Your  argument's  weak,  and  fo  you  will  find, 
For  you,  by  this  rule,  rnuft  adore  all  mankind. 


On  the  Collar  of  Mrs.  DINGLEY'S  Lap-dog. 

pRAY  fteal  me  not,  I'm  Mrs.  Dingley's, 

•*•     Whofe  heart  in  this  four  footed  thing  lies. 

' 


A  left-  handed  Letter  to  Dr.  SHERIDAN  *. 

' 

SIR, 


INY  reports  if,  and  he  has  a  fhrewd  tongue, 
That  we  both  act  the  part  of  the  clown  and 

cow-dung  ; 

We  lye  cramming  ourfelves,  and  are  ready  to  bur  ft, 
Yet  ftill  are  no  wifer  than  we  were  at  firft. 

*  All   the   humour  of  thr  poem-,  is   loft,  by  the  impoflibiuty  of 
printing  it  left-banded,  as  ir  was  wrtite*. 

Pudet 
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Pudet  haec  opprobria,  I  freely  mutt,  tell  jc9 

Et  diu  potuifT.-,  et  non  poruiilc-  refclli. 

Tho'  Delany  advis'd  you  to  pi  tgue  me  no  longer, 

You  reply  and  rejoin  like  Hoadly  of  Bangor. 

I  muft  now,  at  one  fitting,  pay  off  my  old  fcore  : 

How  many  to  anfwer?  One,  IAO,  three,  four. 

But  becaufe  the  three  former  are  long  ago  paft, 

I  (hall,  for  method  fake,  begin  with  the  laft. 

You  treat  me  like  a  boy  that  knocks  down  his  foe, 

Who,  ere  t'other  gets  up,  demands  the  riling  blow, 

Yet  I  know  a  young  rogue,  that,  thrown  flat  on  the 

field, 

Would,  as  he  lay  under,  cry  out,  Sirrah,  yield: 
JSo  the  French,  when  our  generals  foundly  did  pay 

'em,  [Deums 

Went  triumphant  to  church,  and  fang  ftoutly  Te 
So  the  famousTom  Leigh,  when  quite  run  a-ground, 
Comes  off  by  out-b  uniting  the  company  round. 
In  ev'ry  vile  pamphlet  you'll  read  the  fame  fancies., 
Having  thus  overthrown  all  our  further  advances. 
My  offers  of  peace  you  ill  understood,  [good? 

Friend  Sheridan,   when  will  you  know  your  own 
Twas  to  teach  you  in  moderate  language  your  dutyj 
For,  were  you  a  dog,  I  could  not  be  rude  t'ye. 
As  a  good  quiet  foul,  who  no  aiifchief  intends 
To  a  quarrel  ome  fellow,  cries,  Let  us  be  friends* 
But  we  like  Antseus  and  Hercules  fight, 
The  oft'ner  you  fall,   the  oft'ner  you  write : 
And  I'll  uie  you  as  he  did  that  ovegrown  clown, 
Til  fir  ft  take  you  up,   and  then  take  you  down: 
And,  'tis  your  own  cafe,  for  you  never  can  wound 
The  worft  dunce  in  your  fchool,   till   he's  lieav'd 

from  the  ground. 

I  beg  your  pardon  for  ufing  my  left  hand,  but  I  was 
in  great  h.ilte,  and  the  other  hand  was  employ- 
ed ar  the  fame  time  in  writing  fome  letters  of 
bufincfs. 

September  20,  1718. 

I  will 
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I  will  fend  you  the  reft  when  I  have  leifure  ;  but 
pray  come  to  dinner  with  the  company  you  met 
here  laft. 

ft  V  V  'X  V  V  V  V  V  V  '':•:'  V  V  V  V  V  V  V  V  V'  V  '••.••'  V  V  ''•••'  V  ''•-•"  x& 

t 

Upon  Healing   a  CROWN  when    the  DEAN 

was  afleep. 


By  Dr.  S  H  E  R  I D  A  N. 

„ 

TT\Ear  Dean,  fince  you  in  fleepy  wife 

-*"^  Have  op'd  your  mouth,  and  clos'd  your  eyes, 

Like  ghoft  I  glide  along  your  floor, 

And  foftly  fhut  the  parlour  door : 

For  fhould  I  break  your  fweet  repofe, 

Who  knows  what  money  you  might  lofe  ? 

JSince  oftentimes  it  has  been  found, 

A  dream  has  giv'n  ten  thoufand  pound. 

Then  fleep,  my  friend,  dear  Dean,  fleep  ons 

And  all  you  get  lhall  be  your  own  ; 

Provided  you  to  this  agree, 

That  all  you  lofe  belongs  to  me. 


The  D  E  A  N's  Anfwer. 

* 

CO,  about  twelve  at  night,  the  punk 

^  Steals  from  the  cully  when  he's  drunk  ; 

Nor  is  contented  with  a  treat, 

Without  her  privilege  to  cheat. 

Nor  can  I  the  leaft  diff'rence  find, 

But  that  you  left  no  clap  behind. 

But  jeft  apart,  reflore,  you  capon  ye, 

My  twelve  thirteens  *  and  fixpence  ha'penny. 

*  An  English  (hilling  pafTeth  for  thirteen  pence  in  Ireland, 

To 
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To  eat  my  meat,  and  drink  my  medficor, 

And  then  to  give  me  fuch  a  deadly  cut  -  • 

But  'tis  obfer'd,  that  men  in  gowns 

Are  mofl  inclin'd  to  plunder  crowns. 

Could  you  but  change  a  crown  as  eafy 

As  you  can  fteal  one,  how  'twould  pleafe  ye  ! 

I  thought  the  lady  f  at  St.  Catherine's 

Knew  how  to  fet  you  better  patterns  ; 

For  this  I  will  not  dine  with  Agmondifham 

And  for  his  victuals  let  a  ragman  difh  'em. 

CJ 

Saturday  Night. 


On  the  Little  Houfe  by  the  Church  yard  of 

Caftleknock. 

TYTHoever  pleafeth  to  inquire, 

»  '     Why  yonder  fteeple  wants  a  fpire, 
The  grey  old  fellow,  poet  Joe  j, 
The  philofophic  caufe  will  ihew. 

Once,  on  a  time,  a  weftern  blaft, 
At  leaft  twelve  inches  overcaft, 
Reckoning  roof,  weather-cock  and  all, 
Which  came  with  a  prodigious  fall  : 
And  tumbling  topfy  turvey  round, 
Light  with  its  bottom  on  the  ground. 

For  by  the  laws  of  gravitation, 
It  fell  into  its  proper  ftation. 

This  is  the  little  ftrutting  pile, 
You  fee  juft  by  the  church  yard  ftile; 


-f-  Lady  Montcalicl. 

•  Agm^ndfham  Vefey,  Efyj  a  Tery  worthy  gentleman  for  whoal 
Iz  author  had  a  grc-.it  efteem. 
|1  Mr.  B^mciu  of  Trim. 

The 


SEVERAL  OCCASIONS.  34.9 

The  walls  in  tumbling  gave  a  knock, 
And  thus  the  fteeple  got  a  {hock  ; 
From  whence  the  neighbouring  farmer  calls 
The  fteeple  knock,  the  vicar  'walls  *. 

The  vicar  once  a  week  creeps  in, 
Sits  with  his  knees  up  to  his  chin  ; 
Here  conns  his  notes  and  takes  a  whet, 
Till  the  fmall  ragged  flock  is  met. 

A  traveller,  who  by  did  pafs, 
Obferv'd  the  roof  behind  the  grafs  ; 
On  tip -toe  flood,  and  rear'd  his  fnot, 
And  faw  the  parfon  creeping  out  ; 
Was  much  furpris'd  to  lee  a  crow 
Venture  to  build  his  ntft  To  low. 

A  fchool-boy  ran  unto't,  and  thought 
The  crib  was  down  the  blackbird  caught, 
A  third,  who  loft  his  way  by  night, 
Was  force'd,  for  fafety,  to  alight, 
And  ftepping  o'.er  the  fabric  roof, 
His  horfe  had  like  to  fpoil  his  hoof. 


Warburton  took  it  in  his  noddle, 
This  building  was  defign'd  a  model, 
Or  of  a  pigeon-houfe,  or  oven, 
To  bake  one  loaf,  and  keep  one  dove  in. 
Then  Mrs.  Johnfon  f  gave  her  verdict, 
And  every  one  was  pkas'd  that  heard  it : 
All  that  you  make  this  ftir  about, 
Is  but  a  full  without  a  fpout. 
The  Rev'rend  Dr.  Raymond  J  guefs'd, 
More  probably  than  all  the  reft  ; 


*  Rev.  Archdeacon  Walls, 
f  A  friend  cf  the  author, 
j  Miniffer  of  Trim. 

VOL.  XII.  Gg  He 
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He  faid,  but  that  it  wanted  room, 
It  might  have  been  a  pigmy's  tomb. 

The  doctor's  family  came  by, 
And  little  mils  began  to  cry  ; 
Give  me  that  houfe  in  my  own  hand  ; 
Then  madam  bid  the  chariot  ftand, 
Call'd  to  the  clerk  in  manner  mild, 
Pray  reach  that  thing,  here,  /to  the  child.3 
That  thing,  I  mean,  among  the  kale, 
And  here's  to  buy  a  pot  of  ale. 

The  clerk  faid  to  her  in  a  heat, 
What !  fell  my  matter's  country  feat  ? 
Where  he  comes  ev'ry  week  from  town ; 
He  would  not  fell  it  for  a  crown. 
Poh  !   fellow  keep  not  fuch  a  pother, 
In  half  an  hour  thou'k  build  another. 

Says  Nancy  J,  I  can  make  for  mifs, 
A  finer  houfe  ten  times  than  this; 
The  dean  will  give  me  willow- fticks, 
And  Joe  my  apron  full  of  bricks. 


&JCOCOg&}80CC&£)eOK^ 

Probatur  aliter. 


Long-ear'd  beaft,  and  a  field-houfe  for  cattle, 
Among  the  cattle  does  often  rattle. 


A 

A  long-ear'd  bead,  a  bird  that  prates, 
The  bridegroom's  firft  gift  to  their  mates, 
Is  by  all  pious  Chriftians  thought, 
In  clergymen  the  greatefl.  fault. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  woman  of  Endor, 
If  your  wife  be  a  {cold  that  will  mend  her. 

J  The  waiting  woman, 

With 
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With  a  long-ear'd  bead,  and  med'cines  life, 
Cooks  make  their  fool  look  tight  and  fpruce. 

A  long- ear'd  beaft,  and  holy  fable, 
Strengthens  the  Ihocs  of  half  the  rabble. 

A  long  ear'd  beaft,   and  Rhenifti  wine, 
Lies  in  the  lap  of  ladies  fine. 

A' long  ear'd  beaft,  and  Flanders  college, 
Is  Dr.  T -1  to  my  knowledge. 

A  long-ear 'd  beaft,  and  building  knight; 
Cenforious  people  do  in  fpight. 

A  long- ear'd  beaft,   and  bird  of  night, 
We  tinners  are  too  apt  to  flight. 

A  long  ear'd  beaft,  a  fhameful  verrnin8 
A  judge  will  eat,  tho'  clad  in  ermin. 

A  long  ear'd  beaft,  and  Irifh  care, 
Can  leave  a  mark  and  give  a  ihiart. 

A  long- ear'd  beaft  in  mud  to  lie, 
No  bird  in  air  fo  fwift  can  fly. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft  and  a  fpmt'ring  old  whig, 
I  wifh  he  were  in  it  and  dancing  a  jig. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,   and  liquor  to  write, 
Is  a  damnable  fmell  both  morning  and  night. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  the  child  of  a  Iheep, 
At  whift  they  will  make  a  defperate  fweep. 

A  long  ear'd  beaft,  and  till  midnight  you.ftay, 
Will  cover  a  houfe  much  better  than  clay. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  the  drink  you  love  beft, 
You  call  him  a  iloven  in  earneft  or  jeft. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,  and  the  ilxteenth  letter, 
I'd  not  look  at  all,  unlefs  I  look'd  better. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft  give  me,  and  eggs  unfound, 
Or  elfe  1  will  not  ride  one  inch  of  ground. 

A  long-ear'd  beaft,   another  name  for  jeer, 
To  ladies  ikins  there  is  nothing  ctomes  fo  near, 

A  long  ear'd  beaft,  and  kind  noife  of  a  cat, 
Is  ufeful  in  journies,  take  notice  of  that. 

A  long  ear'd  beaft,  and  what  ieafons  your  beef, 
On  fuch  an  occaiion  the  law  gives  relief. 

G  g  2  A 
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A  long-ear'd  beaftj   a  thing  that  force  muft  drive 

in, 
Bears  up  his  houfe,  that's  of  his  own  contriving. 


To  a  Friend  who    had   been    much   abufed 
in  many  different  Libels. 


greateft  monarch  may  be  ftabb'd  by  night, 
And  fortune  help  the  murd'rer  in  his  flight  3 
The  viltft  ruffian  may  commit  a  rape, 
Yet  fafe  from  injur'd  innocence  efcape  ; 
And  calumny,   by  working  under  ground. 
Can  unreveng'd,  the  greateft  merit  wound  ; 

What's  to  be  done  ?   Shall  wit  and  learning  chufe 
To  live  obfcure,  and  have  no  fame  to  lofe  ? 
By  cenfure  frighted  out  of  honour's  road, 
Nor  dare  to  uie  the  gifts  by  heav'n  beftow'd; 
Or  fearlefs  enter  in  thro'  virtue's  gate, 
And  buy  diffcinction  at  the  deareft  rate. 

**********************************$ 

On     NOISY     TOM. 


iff  cives,  urbem9  fibl  cur#t 
Jmpenum  fore,  et  Italiam,  et  delubra  deorum  ; 
Quo  pair  e  fit  jiatits,  mim  ignota  mat  re  inhonejlust 
Omnes  mortales  curare,  et  quterere  cogit. 
'Tune  Syri,   Dam&t  aut  Dionyfi  films  audes 
Dejicere  e  faxo  cives,  aut  tradere  Cadmo  ? 

HOR.  Lib.  i.  Sat.  vi.  ver.  34.  39. 

Tranfiated  literally. 

Whoever  promifeth  (in  the  fenate)  to  take  the  city 
(of  Rome)  and  the  citizens  under  his  care,  nay, 
the  whole  empire.  Italy,  and  the  temples  of  the 

gods; 
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gods ;  fuch  a  man  compelled!  all  mortals  curi- 
oufly  to  inquire  from  what  father  he  fprung, 
and  whether  his  mother  were  fome  obfcure  dif- 
honotfrable  female.  (The  People  would  cry 
out)  What,  thou,  the  Ton  of  Cyrus  *,  or  Da- 
mas  *  or  Dionyfius  *,  darcft  thou  caft  our  citizens 
down  the  Tarpcian  rock*  or  deliver  them  pri- 
foners  to  Cadmus  -(-.. 

PARAPHRASED. 

TF  noify  T (i)  fliould  in  the  S-n-te  prate, 

•*  That  he  vvou-d  anfwer  both  for  church  and  ftate; 
And,   further  to  demonftrate  his  affection, 
Would  take  the  kingdom  into  his  protection  : 
All  mortals  muft  be  curious  to  inquire, 
Who  could  this  coxcomb  be,  and  who  his  fire  ? 
What!  thou    the  ipawn   of  him  (2)  who  iham'd 

our  ifle, 

That  traitor,  aiTaffin,  informer  vile. 
Though  by  the  female  fide  (3)  you  proudly  bring. 
To  mend  your  breed,   the  murder  of  a  king  ; 
What  was  thy  grandiire   (4)  but  a  mountaineer, 
Who  held  a  cabbm  for  ten  greats  a  year  ; 
Whofe  matter,   Moore  (5)  preferved  him  from  the 

halter, 
For  ftealing  cows,  nor  could  he  read  the  Pfalter  ? 

*  Ufual  names  of  flaves  at  Rome. 

-j-  Cadmus  was  a  lictor,  ah  officer  who  feized  on  criminals,  like 

a  conflable,  or  mefTenger  of  the  H  of  C -. 

(!)   S:rT P . 

(2)  The  father  of  Sir  T ,   *  *  *  *,    who  engaged  in  a  plot 

to  murder  King  William  III.  but,  to  avoid  being  hanged,  turned  in- 
former againlt  his  aflociates,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  with  a  good 
eilate,  and  made  a  barcnet. 

(3)  C — d — g- — n's  family,  &c. 

(4)  A  poor  thieving  cottager  under  Mr.  Moore,  condemned  at 
Clonmell  affixes  to  be  hanged  for  Scaling  cows. 

(5)  The  grandfather  of   Guy  Moore,  Efqj  who  procured  him  a 
bardon. 

G  g  3  Durft 
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Durft  thou,  ungrateful  from  the  f-n-te  chace 
Thy  founder's  grandion  (6)   and  uiurp  his  place  ? 
]uit  heaven  ?   to  fee  the  dunghill  daftard  brood 
Survive  in  thee,  and  make  the  proverb  good  (7). 
Then  vote  a  worthy  citizen  (8)   to  jail, 
In  fpight  to  juftice,  and  refufe  his  bail. 

It  is  well  known,  that  Queen  Anne  had  nominated 
Dr.  Swift  to  an  Englifh  bifhopric,  which  was 
oppofed  by  Dr.  Sharp,  Archbiihop  of  York,  and 
the  Dutcheis  of  Somerfet,  who  had  prevailed  on 
his  grace  to  go  with  her  to  the  Queen  to  lay  afids 
the  nomination,  which  her  Majefty  refufed  ;  but, 
ike  Dutchefs  falling  on  her  knees,  and  {hewing 
the  following  prophecy  to  her  Majefty,  the  bi- 
fhopric was  given  to  another.  See  the  poem, 
The  Author  on  bimfelf,  vol.  vii.  p.  164. 

.  .,  > 

The  W— df— r  PROPHECY. 

ABOUT  three  months  ago  at  W — df— r,  a  poor 
Knight's  widow  was  buried  in  the  Goyfters. 
In  digging  the  grave,  the  iexton  ftruck  againft  a 
fmali  leaden  coffer,  about  half  a  foot  in  length, 
and  tour  inches  wide.  The  poor  man  expecting  he 
hacf  discovered  a  treafure,  opened  it  with  fome  dif- 
ficulty i  but  found  only  a  fmail  parchment,  rolled 


(6)  Guy  Moore  was  fairly  elected  member  of  P for  Cion-  f 

TTVrll  :   but  S.  r  T depending  upon   his  inttreft  with  a  certain 

party  then  prevailing,  and  fince  known  by  the  title  of  Parf  >n  hunters, 
petitioned  the  Houie  againft  him,  out  of  which  he  was  turned  upon  ' 
preience  of  bribery,  uhich  the   paying  of  his   lawful  debts  v\as  then 
voted  to  be. 

(7)  Save  a  thief  from  the  gallows,  and  he  will  cut  your  throat. 

(8)  Mr.  G F ,  a  v.  ry  honeft  and  eminent  print'  r  in 

Dublin,  who  was  voted  to  Newgate  upon  a  ridiculous  complaint  of 
one  ferjeant  Bettefworth. 

up 
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up  very  faft,  put  into  a  leather  cafe;  which  cafe 
was  tied  at  the  top,  and  fealed  with  a  St  George, 
the  impreffion  on  black  wax  very  rude  and  Gothic. 
The  parchment  was  carried  to  a  gentleman  of  learn- 
ing, who  found  in  it  the  following  lines,  written  in 
a  black  old  Engliih  letter,  and  in  the  orthography 
of  the  age,,  which  feems  to  be  about  two  hundred 
years  ago.  I  made  a  fhift  to  obtain  a  copy  of  it  ; 
but  the  tranfcriber,  1  find,  hath  in  many  parts  aL 
tered  the  fpelling  to  the  modern  way.  The  origi- 
nal, as  I  am  informed,  is  now  in  the  hands  of  the 

ingenious  Dr.  W ,  F.  R  S.  where  I  luppofe, 

the  curious  will  not  be  refufed  the  fatisfaction  of 
feeing  it. 

The  lines  feem  to  be  a  fort  of  prophecy,  and 
written  in  verfe,  as  old  propecies  uiually  are,  but- 
in  a  very  hoboling  kind  of  meaiure.  Their  mean- 
ing is  very  dark,  if  it  be  any  at  all  ;  of  which  the 
learned  reader  can  judge  better  than  i  :  However 
it  be,  ieveral  perfons  were  of  opinion,  that  they 
defervcd  to  be  publifhed,  both  as  they  difcover 
fomewhat  of  the  genius  of  a  former  age,  and  may 
be  an  amufement  to  the  prefcnt. 

WHEN  a  holy  black  Swede  (a),  the  Ton  of  Bob, 
With  a  faint  at  his  chin,  and  ay^/arhis  tob  : 
Shall  not  fee  one  (b)  New-years-day  in  that  year, 
Then  let  old  England  make  good  chear  ; 
Windier  and  Briftow  then  fnall  be 
Joined  together  in  the  Low-Countreet 
Then  (ball  the  tall  black  (c)  Deventry  Bird 
Speak  againft  peace  right  many  a  word  ; 

(ii)  Dr.  Robin  fon,  bifhop  of  Briftol,  was  one  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  tne  peace  of  Utrecht. 

(b}  There  was  then  eleven  days  difference  between  the  Old  and 
New  Stile,  which  latter  did  not  take  place  in  Great  Britain  and  lie- 
land,  until  it  was  introduced  by  aft  of  parliament,  to  commence 
Sept.  2,  1752,  when  eleven  days  were  omitted,  and  the  next  day  was 
tailed  Sept.  14. 

(<-)  Earl  of  Nouingham, 

And 
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And  fome  fhall  admire  his  conyng  wit, 
For  many  good  gloats  his  tongue  (hall  flit. 
But  fpight  of  the  Harpy  (d)   [hat  crauh  on  a 
There  fhall  be  pence,   pardie,  and  war  no  more.  ^ 
But  Englond,  muft  cry  alack  and  well-a-day, 
If  the  Stick  be  taken  from  the  dead  Sea. 
And  dear  Lnglond,  if  ought  I  underftond, 
Beware  of  Carrots  from  Northurnbcrlond   (i). 
Carrots  ibwn  Thynne  (2)  a  deep  root  may  get, 
If  fo  be  they  are  in  Sotnmer  fet : 
Their  (^)  Conjngs  mark  thou,  for  I'have  been  told, 
They  ajpifyne  when  young,  and  poifon  when  old. 
Root  out  thefe  Carrots,  O  thou  (4),  whofe  name, 
Is  backwards  and  forwards  always  the  fame ; 
And  keep  clofe  to  thee  always  that  name, 
Which  (5)  backwards  and  forwards  is  alrnoft  the 

fame. 

And  Englond  wouldft  thou  be  happy  ftill, 
Bury  thofe  Carrots  under  a  (6)  Hill. 


(d)  T)uke  of  Marlborough. 

(1)  Lady  Elizabeth  Percy,  fole  daughter  and  heir  of  Joceline  Per- 
cy, Eirl  of  Northumberland,  was  married  to  Charles  Seymore,  Duke 
of  Somerfet. 

(2)  Therm-. s  Thynne,  Efqj  a  gen  leman  of  very  great  eftate,  who 
was  ci  urting  the  above   lady,   after   the   death    of   her  firft  hufband 
Henry  Cavendifh,  Earl  of  Ogle,  Ofily  fon  to  Henry,  Duke  of  New- 
caftle,  who   died  before  he  was  of  age  to   cohabit   with   her  5  being 
fet  upon  in  the  Hay  Market,   London,  was  murdered  by  Count  Co- 
ningfmark,  a  Polifii  nobleman,  (who  paid  his  addrefies  to  this  lady, 
but  was  refuf/d)  and  two  ruffians,  who  fhot  Mr.  Thynne  in  his  coach. 
The  Count  made  his  efcape,  but  the  others  were  hanged.     There  is 
a  monument  in  Weftminfter  Abbey,  erecled  to  the  memory  of  Mr. 
Thynne,  with  fome  hieroglyphic  figures,  reprefenting  the  maai^er  of 
his  murder. 

(3)  Count  Coningfmark. 

(4)  Anna  Regina. 

(5)  Lady  Ma/ham. 

(6)  Lady  Mafham's  maiden  name  was  Hill, 


VERSES 
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VERSES  occafioned  by  the  fudden  drying 
up  of  ST.  PATRICK'S  WELL,  neat  Trinity 
College,  Dublin,  in  1726. 

T)Y  holy  zeal  infpir'd,  and  led  by  fame  (i), 
•^  To  thee,  once  fav'rite  ifle,   with  joy  I  came  j 
What  time  the  Goth,  the  Vandal,  and  the  Hun, 
Had  my  own  native  Italy  (2)  o'er-run. 
lerne,  to  the  world's  remoteft  parts, 
Renown'd  for  valour,  policy,  and  arts,-  ; 

i 

Hither  fromColchos  (4),  with  the  fleecy  ore, 
Jafon  arriv'd  two  thoufand  years  before. 

(i)  Feftas  Avienus  flourished  in  370.  See  his  poem  De  oris  Ma- 
ritimis,  where  he  ufes  this  expreffion  concerning  Ireland,  "  Infula 
"  facra  et  fie  lafuiam  dixere  priici  j  eamque  late  gens  Hibernorura 
"  colit." 

(i)  Italy  was  not  properly  the  native  place  of  St.  Patrick,  but  the 
place  of  his  education,  and  whence  he  received  hi?  miffion;  and  be- 
caufe  he  had  his  new  birth  there,  hence,  by  poetical  licence,  and  by 
fcriptrure-figure,  our  author  calls  that  country  ins  native  Italy. 

(3)  Julius  Solinus,   who   lived  about  the  time   of  Tacitu~,  in   the 
year  80,   chap.  2  J.    {peaking  of  the   Irifli  as   a  warlike  nation,  fays, 
that  the  wives  in  Ireland,   when  delivered  of  a  fon,  give  the  child  its 
firfl:    food  off  the   point   of  their   huibu..d"s  fwr-rd.     "   Puerpera,  fi 
tc  quando  marem  edidit,   primo-  Ciuos  Gladio  imponit  mariti,  inqus 
"  os  Parvuli  fumrno  mucrone  au  picium    alimentorum  levi  er  in'ert 
"'  et  gentilious  votis  optat,  non  aliter  ou.im   in   bello  et  inter  arma 
"  mortem  oppetat."     Again,  "  Prscipua  viris  gloria  eft-  in  armor«:n 
"•  lutela." 

Polydore  Vergil  fays,  they  were  diftinguiilied  for  their  /kill  in  mu- 
fic.  "  Hiberni  lunc  mufrcae  peritiffimi."  So  Giraldiu  Cambrenfis, 
who  was  preceptor  to  King  John,  in  his  Topograp  ija  Hibernire, 
Chap.  if.  "  In  mufiJs  fol-.m,  prae  omni  natiune  qaam  vidimus, 
tf  incomparabiiiter  eft  inftruct  gens  hasc." 

(4)  Orpheus,  or>he  ant;eni  aathor  ot"  ihe  Greek  poem  on  the  Ar- 
gonautic  expedition,   whoever  h.j  be,  fays,  that  Jafon,   wno  manned 
the  fhip  Argoi  at  The'Ialy,  f  .iled  to  Ireland.     And  Adrianus  JuaiuS' 
fays  the  fame  thing  in  thefe  lines, 

Ilia  ego  fum  Graiis,  olim  glaciales  lerne 

a,  et  Jsfon;as  Puppis  bene  cognita  nautis, 

Thee 
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Thee  (5)  happy  ifland,  Pallas  call'd  her  own, 
When  haughty  Britain  was  a  land  unknown. 
From  thee,   with  pride,  the  Caledonians  (6)  trace 
The  glorious  founder  of  their  kingly  race : 
Phy  martial  Tons,   whom  now  they  dare  defpife. 
Did  once  thdr  land  fubdue  and  civilize: 
Their  drefs,  their  language,  and  the  Scottish  name, 
Confeis  the  foil  from  whence  the  victors  came. 
Weil  may  they  boaft  that  antient  blood,  which  runs 
Within  their  veins,  who  are  thy  younger  fons, 
A  conqueft  and  a  colony  from  thee, 
The  mother-kingdom  left  her  children  free  5 
From  thee  no  mark  of  flavery  they  jfelt, 
Not  fo  with  thee  thy  bate  invaders  dealt ; 

(5)  Tacitus,  in  the  life  of  Julius  Agricola  fays,  that  the  harbours 
ef  Ireland,  on  account  of  their  commerce,  were  better  known  to  the 
trading    part-  of   the   world,  than    thofe   of  Britain.     "  Solumy  coe- 

1  lumque,  et  ingenia  cultufque  hominum,  haud  multum  a  Britannia 
'  d'lff  runt  ;  meliws  adieus,  portnfque  per  commercia  et  negociatores 
«l  cogniti," 

(6)  Fordun,  in    his    Scoti-Chronicon,   Hector,  Boethius,  Bucha- 
nan, and   all  rhe  Scotch  hiflorians    agree,  that  Fergus,  fon   of  Fer- 
tjlibard  King  of  Ireland,  was  the  firft  King  of  Scotland,  which  country 
he  fubdued.      That  he  began  ta  reign  330  years'  before  the  Ghriftian 
sera,  and  in  returning  to  vifit  his  native  country,  was  fhipwrecked  on 
thofe  rocks  in  the  county  of  Antrim,  which  rrom  that  accident  have 
teen  fince  named  Carrickfer^us.      His  defcendants  reigned  after  him 
in  Scotland;    for  the  crown  was  fettled  on  him  and  his  lineal  fuccef- 
fors.     See  the  lift  of  the  Kings  of  Scotland  in  Heeler  Boethius  ?.nd 
George  Buchanan,  which  Legins  thus :    *:  i.  Fergufius  primus   Sco- 
"  toruin  rex,   filius  Ferquhardi  regis  Hibern'.ae,  regnare  irxepit  ai.ne 
"  ai.ti   Cnrifti  fervatoris  in  carn.m  adven  um  tr  cen  efiTio  trigefimi. 
"  Regnav'.t   ann  S  xxv.    et,   nrufragio   penit    ad  Scopulum    Fergudi 
t(   (Cr;.gfer r  us  vernacule)  in  man  Hiberniae." 

The  Iri(h  language  and  habit  are  fhll  retained  in  the  northern 
parts  or  Scotland,  where  the  Highlanders  fpeak  the  Jrifh  tongue, 
and  ufe  their  antient  drefs.  As  to  the  name  Scotland,  Cambden  de 
Hibernia  mer.tiui's  it  from  th-?  authority  cf  lliJore  and  Beda,  that 
they  railed  L  iar.d  "  Sco.ia,"  and  'hat  Scotland  was  termed  "  Scoiia 
**'•  a  Scotis  lii'  Otis,  et  mde  Scotisj  nomen  cum  Scotis  in  B  itaaniam 
'*  nofham  comigrafle."  Bede,  lib,  j.  cap.  i,  fays,  "  Hibernia  pro- 
«'  pria  Scotorum  pauia,', 

In- 
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Invited  here  to 'vengeful  Morough's  aid  (7), 
Thofe  whom  they  could  not  conquer,  they  betray'd. 
Britain,  by  thee  we  fell,  ungrateful  ifle  ! 
Not  by  thy  valour,  but  fuperior  guile  ; 
Britain,  with  fliame  confels,  this  land  of  mine  (8) 
Firft  taught  thee   human   knowledge  and  divine  ; 
My  prelates  and  my  ftudents,  fent  from  hence, 
Made  your  fons  converts  both  to  God  and  fenfe  : 


(7)  In  the  reign  of  King  Henry  II.    Dermot  MacMorongh,  King 
of  Leinfter,  being  deprived  of   his  kingdom  by  Roderick  O'Connor, 
King  of  Connaught,  he   invited   the  Englifh  over  as  auxiliaris,  and 
promifed    Richard   Strangbow,    Earl  of  Pembroke,     his    daughter, 
and  all  his  dominions  as  a  portion,      By  this  afiiftance  MacMorough 
recovered  his  crown,  and  Strangbow  became  poflefied  of  all  Leinfter. 
After  this,  more  forces  being  fent  into  Ireland,  the  Englifh  became 
powerful  here ;  and  when  Henry  II.   arrived,  the  Irifh  Princes  fub- 
mitted  to  his  government,  and  began  to  ufe  the  Englifh  laws. 

(8)  St.  Patrick  arrived  in  Ireland  in  the  year  431,  and  compleated 
the  corwerfion   of  the  natives,  which  had  been  begun  by  Palladius 
and  others.     And  as  Bifhop  Nicholfon  obferves,  (who  was  better  ac» 
quainted  with  the  contents  of  all  the  antient  hiftories  of  both  king- 
doms than  any  man  of  the  age)  Ireland  foon   became  the  fountain  of 
learning,  to  which  all  the  weftern  Chriftians,  as  well  as  the  Englifh 
had  recourfe,  not   only  for  inftruclion  in   the  principles  of  religion, 
but  in  all  forts  of  literature  ;  "  viz.   Legendi  et    ScholafHcse  Erudi- 
"  tionis  gratia."     For  within  a  century  after  the  death  of  St.   Pa- 
trick, tba  Irifh  feminaries  of  learning  increafed  to  fuch   a  degree, 
that  moft  parts  of  Eu  ope  fent  hither  their  children   to  be  educated, 
and  had  from  hence  both  their  Bifhops  and  Doctors.     See  venerable 
Bede,   an  Englifh  hiftorun  of  undoubted  credit,  Hid.  Ecclef.  lib.  iii, 
cap.  4,  7,  /o,  u,  27.  Among  other  Irifh  apoftles,  he  fays,   Saint  Co- 
lumb  converted    all    the    Pids,  and  many  other  Britons  ;  and  that 
Saint  Aidan  was  the  inftruclor  of  King  Ofvvald's  Saxon  fubjecls  in 
Chriflianity.     Cambden  in    Hibernia   writes  j  "  Subfequente  aetate, 
*'  Scoticis  monarchis  nihil  fanclius,  nihil  eruditius  fuerit,  et  in  u- 
t(  niverfam   Eviropam  fanctiffimorum   virorum    examina  emiferint.'* 
He   fa  s  fur  her,  that  they  not  only  repaired  to  Ireland,  as  to    the 
mart  of  learning,  but  alfo   brought  from  thence   even  the    form    of 
their  letters  :     "   Anglofaxones  etiam  ncitri  ilia  aetate   in  Hiberniam 
"  tanquam  ad  bonarum  literarum  mercuturam  undique  confluxerunt  j 
t(  unde  de  viris    fanclis  fsepifiime    in  noftris    fcriptonbes  kgitur  j   a- 
«'   mandatus   eft   ad   difciplinam  in    Hiberniam.     Indeqne   noftrates 
*'  Saxones  raiionem  formandi  literas  accepifTe  videantur,  quurn    eo- 
"  dem    plane    cjiaraitere   ufi  fuerit,   qui  hodie  Hibernicis    eft  in 
"  ufu.1' 

Not 
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Not  like  the  paftors  of  thy  rav'nous  breed, 
Who  come  to  fleece  the  flocks,  and  not  to  feed, 

Wretched  lerne  !  with  what  grief  I  fee 
he  fatal  changes  time  hath  made  in  thee. 

The  ChrHlian  rites  I  introduce'd  in  vain  : 

Lo  !   Infidelity  return'd  again. 

Freedom  and  virtue  in  thy  ions  I  found, 

Who  now  in  vice  and  flavery  are  drown'd. 

By  faith  and  prayV,  this  crofier  in  my  hand, 
I  drove  the  venom'd  ferpent  from  thy  land  ; 
The  fhepherd  in  his  bow'r  might  fleep  or  fing  (9), 
Nor  dread  the  adder's  tooth,  nor  fcorpion's  fling. 

With  omens  oft  I  drove  to  warn  thy  fwains, 
Omens,  the  types  of  thy  impending  chains. 
I  fent  the  magpye  from  the  Britifli  (oil, 
With  reftlef  beak  thy  blooming  fruit  to  fpoil, 
To  din  thine  ears  witn  unharmonious  clack, 
And  haunt  thy  holy  walls  in  white  and  black. 

What  elfe  are  thofe  thou  feeft  in  bifliop's  geer, 
Who  crop  the  nurferies  of  learning  here  ? 
Afpiring,  greedy,  full  of  fenfelefs  prate, 
Devour  the  church,  and  chatter  to  the  ftate. 


As  you  grew  more  degenerate  and  bafe, 
I  fent  you  millions  of  the  croaking  race; 
Emblems  of  infects  vile,  whofpread  their  fpawn 
Thro'  all  thy  land,  in  armour,  fur,  and  lawn  ; 
A  naufeous  brood,  that  fills  your  fenate  walls, 

And  in  the  chamber  of  your  viceroy  crawls. 

• 

(9)  There  are  no  fnakes,  vipers,  OP  toads  In  Ireland  j  and  even 
frogs  were  not  known  here  imtil  about  the  year  1700.  The  mag. 
pyes  came  a  fliort  time  before,  and  the  Norway  rats  fince, 


See, 
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See,  where  the  new- devouring  vermin  runs, 
Sent  in  my  anger  from  the  land  of  Huns ; 
With  harpy  claws  it  undermines  the  ground, 
And  fudden  fpreads  a  numerous  offspring  round  ; 
Th' amphibious  tyrant,  with  his  rav'nous  band. 
Drains  all  thy  lakes  of  fifh,  of  fruits  thy  land* 

Where  is  the  facred  well,  that  bore  my  name  ? 
Tied  to  the  fountain  back,  from  whence  it  came ! 
Fair  freedom's  emblem  once,  which  fmoothly  flows, 
And  bleffings  equally  on  all  beftows. 
Here,  from  the  neighb'ring  (10)  nurfery  of  arts, 
The  ftudents  drinking,  rais'd  their  wit  and  parts  ; 
Here,  for  an  age  and  more,  improv'd  their  vein, 
Their  Phoebus  I,  my  fpring  their  Hippocrene. 
Difcourag'd  youth,  now  all  their  hopes  muft  fails, 
Condemn'd  to  country  cottages  and  ale ; 
To  foreign  prelates  make  a  flaviih  court, 
And  by  their  fweat  procure  a  mean  fupport  ; 
Or,  for  the  claffics  read  th'  attorney's  guide, 
Collect  excife,  or  wait  upon  the  tide. 

O !  had  I  been  apoftle  to  the  Swifs, 
Or  hardy  Scot,  or  any  land  but  this  ; 
Combin'd  in  arms,  they  had  their  foes  defy'd, 
And  kept  their  liberty,  or  bravely  dy'd. 
Thou  ftill  with  tyrants  in  fucceffion  curfr, 
The  laft  invaders  trampling  on  the  firft  : 
Nor  fondly  hope  for  fome  reverfe  of  fate, 
Virtue  herfelf  would  now  return  too  late. 
Not  half  the  courfe  of  mifery  is  run, 
Thy  greateft  evils  yet  are  fcarce  begun. 
Soon  mall  thy  fons,  the  time  is  juft  at  hand, 
Be  all  made  captives  in  their  native  land ; 
When,  for  the  ufe  of  no  Hibernian  born, 
Shall  rife  one  blade  of  grafs,  one  ear  of  corn  ; 

(10)  The  unwerfity  of  Dublin,  called  Trinity-College,  was  found- 
ed by  Queen  Eliiabeth  in  1591. 

VOL.  XII.  Hh  When 
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When  fhells  and  leather  fhall  for  money  pafs. 
Nor  thy  opprefiing  lords  (11)  afford  the  brafs« 
But  all  turnleafers  to  that  (12)  mongril  breed, 
Who  from  thee  fprung,  yet  on  thy  vitals  feed ; 
Who  to  yon  rav'nous  ifle  thy  trealures  bear, 
And  wafte  in  luxury  thy  harvefts  there ; 
For  pride  and  ignorance  a  proverb  grown, 
The  jeft  of  wits,  and  to  the  court  unknow. 


I  fcorn  thy  fpurious  and  degenerate  line, 
And  from  this  hour  my  patronage  refign. 


To  the  Rev.  Mr.  DANIEL  JACKSON,  to  be 
humbly  prefented  by  Mr.  SHERIDAN  in 
Peribn,  with  Relpedt,  Care,  and  Speed. 

• 
To  be  delivered  by  and  with  Mr.  SHERIDAN. 

Dear  DAN, 

HERE  I  return  my  truit,  nor  aik 
One  penny  for  remittance ; 
If  I  have  well  performed  my  talk, 
Pray  fend  me  an  acquittance. 

Too  long  I  bore  this  weighty  pack, 

As  Hercules  the  iky, 
Now  take  him  you,  Dan  Atlas,  back, 

Let  me  be  ftander-by. 

Not  all  the  witty  things  you  fpeak, 
In  compafs  of  a  day  ; 

(n)  Wood's   ruinous  pro]  eft  againfl  the  people  of  Ireland,  was 
fupported  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole  in  1724. 

(12)  The  abfentees,  who  fpend  the  income  of  their   Iri/h  eftates, 
and  penfions  in  Engbud, 

Not 
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Not  half  the  puns  you  make  a  week, 
Should  bribe  his  longer  ftay. 

With  me  you  left  him  out  at  nurfc, 

Yet  are  you  not  my  debtor  ; 
For,  as  he  hardly  can  be  worfe, 

I  ne'er  could  make  him  better. 

He  rhimes  and  puns,  and  puns  and  rhimes3 

Juft  as  he  did  before  ; 
And  when  he's  lafh'd  a  hundred  times, 

He  rhinnes  and  puns  the  more. 

When  rods  are  laid  on  fchoolboys  bums. 

The  more  they  friilc  and  (kip  : 
The  fchoolboy's  top  but  louder  hums, 

The  more  they  ufe  the  whip. 

Thus,  a  lean  beaft  beneath  a  load,, 

(A  beaft  of  Irifti  breed) 
Will,  in  a  tedious  dirty  road. 

Outgo  the  prancing  fteed. 

You  knock  him  down,  and  down  in  vain. 

And  lay  him  fiat  before  ye ; 
For,  foon  as  he  gets  up  again, 

He'll  ftrut,  and  cry,  Viftoria  ! 

At  ev'ry  ftroke  of  mine  he  fell, 

Tis  true  he  roar'd  and  cry'd ; 
But  his  impenetrable  fhell 

Could  feel  no  harm  beiide. 

The  tortoife  thus,  with  motion  flow, 

Will  clamber  up  a  wall ; 
Yet,  fenfelefs  to  the  hardefl  blow, 

Gets  nothing  but  a  fall. 

H.h  z  Pear 
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Dear  Dan,  then,  why  fhould  you  or  I 

Attack  his  pericrany  ? 
And  fince  it  is  in  vain  to  try, 

We'll  fend  him  to  Delany. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Lean  Tom,  when  I  faw  him,  laft  week,  on  his  horfe 
awry, 

Threaten'd  loudly  to  turn  me  to  ftone  with  his  for- 

eery. 
But  I  think,  little  Dan,  that  in  fpight  of  what  our 

foe  fays, 

He  will  find  I  read  Ovid,  and  his  metamorphofes.. 
For  omitting  the  firft  (where  I  make  a  comparifon, 
With  a  fort  of  allufion  to  Putland  or  Harrifon) 
Yet,  by  my  defcription,  you'll  find  he  in  fhort  is 
A  pack  and  a  gamin,  a  top  and  a  tortoife. 
So  I  hope  from  henceforward  you  ne'er  will  afb, 

can  I  maul 

This  teazing,  conceited,  rude,  infolent  animal  ? 
And,  if  this  rebuke  might  turn  to  his  benefit, 
(For  I  pity  the  man)  I  fhould  then  be  glad  of  it. 


A  Copy  of  Verfes  from  THOMAS  SHERIDAN, 

1  234 

Clerk,  to  GEORGE  NIM-DAN--DEAN,  Efq. 

Written  July  i5th,   1721,  at  Night. 

T'D  have  you  t'  know  George,  Dan,  Dean,  andNim, 
•*  That  I've  learned  how  verfe  t'  compofe  trim, 

1  George  Rochfort,  Efq; 

2  His  brother  John  Rochfort,  called  Nim,  becaufe  he  ws?  a  great 
hunter,  from  Nimrod. 

3  The  Rev.  Mr.  Daniel  Jackfon.. 

4  Dr.  Svift,  Dean  of  St.  Pstfick^,. 

Much- 
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Much  better  b'half  th'n  you,  n'r  you,  n'r  him, 
And  th't  I'd  rid'cule  their,  'nd  your  flam  flim, 
Ay*  b't  then,  p'rhaps  fays  you,  t's  a  m'rry  whim 
With  'bundance  of  mark't  notes  i'  th'  rim, 
So  th't  I  ought  n't  for  t'  be  morofe  'nd  t'  look  grim, 
Think  n't  your  'p'flle  put  m'  in  a  meagrim  ; 
Though,  'n  rep't't'on  day,  I  'ppear  ver'  flim, 
Th'  laft  bowl  3t  Helfham's  did  m'  head  t'  fwim, 
So  th't  I  h'd  man'  aches  'n  Vry  fcrubb'd  limb, 
Gaufe  th'  top  of  th'  bowl  I  h'd  oft  us'd  to  fldm  ; 
And  b'fides  5  D'lan'  fwears  th't  Fh'd  fwail'wed  s'v VI 

brim- 
mers, 'nd  that  my  vis'ge's  cov'r'd  o'r  with  r'd  pim- 
ples:  m'r'o'er  though  m'  fcull  were  ('s 'tis  n't) .'a 

flrong's  tim- 
mer,  't  muft  have  ak'd.     Th'  clans  of  th'  c'lledgc' 

Sanh'drim, 

pres'nt  th'r  humbl'  and  'fecl'nate  refpecls ;  that's 
t'fay,  D'lan',  'chlin,  P.  Ludi',  Die'  St'wart, 
H'lfliam,  Capt'n  P'rr'  Walmft'nd  6,  Icngfli'nks 
Timm. 

i»/ •-.  y •'. .''  V\  •'  V* '••  f '-.  •'  '•.  •'  '•.  •<•'  V  ''•/ ^  -%*  V  V  ••-.-•'  '•-.-•'  '•••••'  '••/*  '••  • '  '••  ••'  '•'  •'  V  V '*  ••* '••  ••' W 
;% /VA^*w"  ^/w  v-'\ /w %/ w  w  >•/%/•''».-•  H .-•*/••. /w  '..••'•..•••-,••.. •••*.-••'..•-'••. ?^ 

j 

GEORGE    NIM-DAN-DEAN,    Efq-,    to    Mr, 
SHERIDAN,   on   his  Verfes,    written  Julvr* 
15,  1721,  at  ten  in  the  morning, 

DEAR  Sheridan  ;  a  loving  pair 
Of  Galftown  lads  *  (for  fo  they  are) 
Befide  a  brace  of  grave  divines, 
Adore  the  fmoothnefs  of  thy  lines  : 
Smooth  as  our  bafon's  gentle  flood, 
Ere  George  had  robb'd  it  of  its  mud, 

5  Dr.  Delany. 

6  Mr.  Stopford  of  Finglas,  minifler  of  that  pariflij  aftefWfuds  Li:Lc»- 
ef  Cloyne. 

*  The  country- feat  of  Lord  Chief  Baron  Rochfort, 

Hh  3  Smoother. • 
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Smoother  than  Pegafus'  old  fhoe, 
Ere  Vulcan  comes  to  make  him  new. 
Compar'd  with  which  (and  that's  enough) 
A  fmoothing  iron  itfelf  is  rough. 

Nor  praife  we  lefs  that  circumcifion, 
By  modern  poets,  call'd  Elifon  ; 
Which  in  its  proper  ftation  place'd, 
Makes  thy  verfe  fmooth,  and  makes  them  la.(te 
Thus  a  wife  taylor  is  not  pinching, 
But  turns,  at  every  feam,  an  inch  in, 
Or  elfe,  be  fure,  your  broad  cloath  breeches,- 
Will  ne'er  be  fmooth,  nor  hold  the  ftiches. 
Thy  verfe,  like  bricks,  defy  the  weather, 
When  fmooth'd  by  rubbing  them  together  : 
Thy  words  fo  clofely  wedge'd,  and  fhort  are,' 
Like  walls,  more  lading  without  mortar  : 
By  leaving  out  the  needlefs  vowels, 
You  fave  the  charge  of  lime  and  trowels. 
One  letter  ftill  another  locks-; 
Each  groov'd  and  dove  tail'd,  like  a  box. 
Thy  mufe  is  tuck'd  up,  and  fuccinct ; 
Jn  chains  thy  fyllables  are  link'd. 
Thy  words  together  ty'd  in  fmall  hanks, 
dole,  as  the  Macedonian  phalanx  : 
Or,  like  the  umbo  of  the  Romaris, 
Which  fierceft  foes  cou'd  break  by  no  means.  - 
The  critic  to  his  coft  will  find* 
How  firmly  thefe  indentures  bind. 
So  in  the  kindred  painter's  art, 
The  fhort'ning  is  the  niceft  part. 

Philologers  of  future  ages 
How  will  they  pore  upon  thy  pages  ? 
Nor  will  they  dare  to  break  to  joints, 
But  help  thee  to  be  read  with  points. 
Or  elfe,  to  fhew  their  learned  labour,  you 
May  backward  be  perus'd  like  Hebrew. 

Wherein 
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Wherein  they  need  not  lofe  a  bit, 
Or,  of  thy  harmony,  or  wit. 
To  make  a  work  compleatly  fine, 
Number,  and  weight,  and  meafure  join. 
Then  all  muft  grant,  your  lines  are  weighty,, 
Where  thirty  weigh  as  much  as  eighty. 
All  muft  allow  your  numbers  more, 
Where  forty  lines  exceed  fourfcore. 
Nor  can  we  think  your  meafure  ihort, 
Where  lefs  than  forty  fill  a  quart. 
With  Alexandrian  in  the  dole, 
!Long,  long,  long,  long,  like  Dan's  long  nofe, 


A  Dialogue  between  an  eminent  *  Lawyer, 
and  Dr.  SWIFT,  D.  S.  P.  D.  Being  an 
Allufion  to  the  Firft  Satyr  of  the  Second 
Book  of  Horace3  -  Sunt  quibus  in  Satyra9 


"Written  February,  1728, 

there  are  perfons  who  complain 
There's  too  much  fatyr  in  my  vein, 
That  I  am  often  found  exceeding 
The  rules  of  raillery  and  breeding, 
With  too  much  freedom  treat  my  betters^ 
Not  fparing  even  men  of  letters  : 
You,  who  are  ikill'd  in  lawyers  lore, 
What's  your  advice  ?  Shall  I  give  o'er,. 
Nor  ever  fools  or  knaves  expofe 
Either  in  verfe  or  hum'rous  profe, 
And  to  avoid  all  future  ill, 
In  my  'fcrutore  lock  up  my  quill? 

*  Mr,  Lindfay,  who  was  afterwards  a  judge  of  the  Co 


Since 
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Since  you  are  pleas'd  to  condefcend 
To  aik  the  judgement  of  a  friend, 
Your  cafe  conlider'd,  1  muft  think 
You  fliould  withdraw  from  pen  and  ink, 
Forbear  your  poetry  and  jokes, 
And  live  like  other  Chriftian  folks  5 
Or,  if  the  Mufes  muft  infpire 
Your  fancy  with  their  pleafing  fire, 
Take  fubjects  fafer  for  your  wit, 
Than  thofe  on  which  you  lately  writ, 
Commend  the  times,  your  thoughts  correc*V 
And  follow  the  prevailing  feel:; 
AiTert  that  Hyde  *,  in  writing  ftory, 
Shews  all  the  malice  of  a  Tory, 
While  Burnet  t  in  his  deathleis  page, 
Difcovers  freedom  without  rage  ; 
To  Wooifton  i  recommend  our  youth 
For  learning,  probity,  and  truth, 
That  noble  genius  who  unbinds 
The  chains  which  fetter  free  born  minds^ 
Redeems  us  from  the  flavifh  fears 
Which  lafted  near  two  thoufand  years  ; 
He  can  alone  the  priefthood  humble, 
Make  gilded  fpires  and  altars  tumble. 

Muft  I  commend  againft  my  conference 
Such  ftupid  blafphemy  and  nonfenfe  ? 
To  fuch  a  fubjecl:  tune  my  lyre, 
And  fins;  like  one  of  Milton's  choir, 

O  * 

Where  devils  to  a  vale  retreat, 
And  call  the  laws  of  wifdom  fate, 
Lament  upon  their  haplefs  fall, 
That  force  free  virtue  fliould  enthral  ? 

*  Earl   of  Clarendon,  \vho  wrote  of  the  civil   \vars  begun  in  the 
year  1641. 

•j-  Bifhop  of  Salisbury,  w"ho  wrote  the   hiftory  of  his  own  times, 

J  A  degraded  clergyman  of  the  church   of  Engbnd,  who  wrote 
againft  the  miraclas  of  our  Saviour, 

Or, 
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Or,  fhall  the  charms  of  wealth  and  powV 
Make  me  pollute  the  Mufes  bow'r  ? 

As  from  the  tripod  of  Apollo, 
Hear  from  my  delk  the  words  that  follow  :. 
Some  by  philofopers  mifled, 
Mufl  honour  you  alive  and  dead  ; 
And  fuch  as  know  what  Greece  hath  writ 
Muft  tafte  your  irony  and  wit. 
While  moft  tha-t  are,  or  would  be  great, 
Muft  dread  your  pen,  your  perfon  hate, 
And  you  on  Drapier's  hill  *  muft  lye,  t 
And  there  without  a  mitre  die. 


P  A  U  L  U  S.     By  Mr.  LYNDSAY. 

Dublin,  Sept.  7,   1728. 

A    Slave  to  crowds,  fcorch'd  with  the  fummer's 
•"•         heats, 

In  courts  the  wretched  lawyer  toils  and  fweats  ; 
While  fmiling  nature  in  her  beft  attire, 
Regales  each  fenfe,  and  vernal  joys  infpire. 
Can  he  who  knows  that  real  good  fhould  pleafe, 
Barter  for  gold  his  liberty  and  eafe  ? 
Thus  Paulus  preach'd  :  —  When  ent'ringat  the  door* 
Upon  his  board  a  client  pours  the  ore  : 
He  grafps  the  fhining  gift,  pores  o'er  the  caufe, 
Forgets  the  fun,  and  dozeth  on  the  laws. 


The  ANSWER.     By  Dr.  SWIFT. 

T   YNDSAY  miftakes  the  matter  quite,.. 
And  honeft  Paulus  judges  right. 

*  In  the  county  of  Armagh, 

Then* 
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Then,  why  thefe  quarrels  to  the  fun, 
Without  whofe  aid  you're  all  undone, 
Did  Paulus  e'er  complain  of  fweat  ? 
Did  Paulus  e'er  the  fun  forget  ? 
The  influence  of  whofe  golden  beams, 
Soon  licks  up  all  unfav'ry  fleams. 
The  fun,  you  fay,  his  face  hath  kift : 
It  has :  but  then  it  greas'd  his  fift, 
True  lawyers  for  the  wifefl  ends, 
Have  always  been  Apollo's  friends. 
Not  for  his  fuperfkial  powers 
Of  ripening  fruits,  or  gildinf  flowers  £ 
Not  for  infpiring  poets  brains, 
With  pennylefs  and  ftarv'ling  drains  5 
Not  for  his  boafted  healing  art ; 
Not  for  his  Ikill  to  fhoot  the  dart ; 
Nor  yet  becaufe  he  fweetly  fiddles; 
Nor  for  his  prophecies  in  riddles : 
But  for  a  more  fubftantial  caufe>, 
Apollo's  patron  of  the  laws  ; 
Whom  Paulus  ever  muft  adore, 
As  parent  of  the  golden  ore.. 

By  Phxbus  an  inceftous  birth, 
Begot  upon  his  grandame  earth. 
By  Phxbus  firft  produc'd  to  light, 
By  Vulcan  form'd  fo  round  and  bright  "5. 
Then  offer'cl  at  the  fhrine  of  Juftice, 
By  clients  to  her  priefts  and  truftees  ; 
Nor,  when  we  fee  Aftrxa  ftand 
With  even  balance  in  her  hand, 
Muft  we  fuppofe  flie  hath  in  view, 
How  to  give  ev'ry  man  his  due  ;*. 
Her  fcales,  you  fee  her  only  hold, 
To  weigh  her  priefts,  the  lawyers  gold. 
Now  fhould  I  own  your  cafe  was  grievous^. 
Poor  fweaty  Paulus,  who'd  believe  us  ? 
*Tis  very  true,  and  none  denies, 
At  lead  that  fuch  complaints  are  wife  : 

•rn* 

'TiS 
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'Tis  wife,  no  doubt,  as  clients  fat  ye  more, 
To  cry,  like  ftatefmen,  Quanta  paiimur  ? 

.But,  fmce  the  truth  muft  needs  be  ftretched* 
To  prove  tbat  lawyers  are  fo  wretched ; 
This  paradox  I'll  undertake, 
For  Paulus  and  for  Lyndfay's  fake. 
By  topics,  which  tho'  I  abomine  'em, 
May  ferve  as  arguments  adhominem^ 
Yet,  I  difdain  to  offer  thofe 
Made  ufe  of  by  detracting  foes: 
I  own  the  curfes  of  mankind, 
Sit  light  upon  a  lawyers  mind ; 
The  clamours  of  ten  thoufand  tongues, 
Break  not  his  reft,  nor  hurt  his  lungs. 
I  own,  his  confcience  always  free, 
Provided  he  has  got  his  fee. 
Secure  of  conftant  peace  within, 
He  knows  no  guilt,  who  knows  no  iln. 
Yet,  well  they  merit  to  be  pitied, 
By  clients  always  over-witted. 
And  though  the  gofpel  feems  to  fay, 
What  heavy  burdens  lawyers  lay, 
Jpon  the  ihoulders  of  their  neighbour, 
Nor  lend  a  finger  to  the  labour." 
Always  for  faving  their  own  bacon, 
No  doubt  the  text  is  here  miftakcn. 
The  copy's  faife,  and  fenfe  is  rack'd, 
To  prove  it,  I  appeal  to  fact ; 
And  thus  by  demonftration  (hew, 
What  burdens  lawyers  undergo, 
With  early  clients  at  his  door, 
Tho'  he  was  drunk  the  night  before  : 
And,  crop  fick  with  unclub'd  for  wine, 
The  wretch  muft  be  at  court  by  nine. 
Half  funk  beneath  his  briefs  and  bag, 
As  ridden  by  a  midnight  hag : 
Then  from  the  bar  harangues  the  bench, 
In  Englilh  vile,  and  viler  French, 

And 
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And  Latin,  vlleft  of  the  three ; 
And  all  for  poor  ten  moid  ores  fee, 
'Of  paper,  how  is  he  profufe  ? 
"With  periods  long,  in  terms  abftrufe. 
What  pains  he  takes  to  be  prolix  ? 
A  thoufand  lines  to  (land  for  fix ! 
Of  common  fenfe  without  a  word  in, 
And  is  not  this  a  grievous  burden  ? 

The  lawyer  is  a  common  drudge, 
To  fight  our  caufe  before  the  judge  ; 
And  what  is  yet  a  greater  curfe, 
Condemn'd  to  bear  his  client's  purfe. 
While  he  at  eafe,  fecure  and  light, 
Walks  boldly  home  at  dead  of  night. 
When  term  is  ended  leaves  the  town, 
Trots  to  his  country-manflon  down  ; 
And  difencumber'd  of  his  load, 
No  danger  dreads  upon  the  road ; 
Defpifeth  rapparees,  and  rides 
Safe  through  the  Newry  mountains  fides* 
Lyndfay,  'tis  you  have  fet  me  on, 
To  ftate  this  queftion  pro  and  con. 
My  fatire  may  offend,  'tis  true. 
However,  it  concerns  not  you. 

I  own  there  may  in  every  clan, 
Perhaps  be  found  one  honeft  man  ; 
Yet  link  them  clofe,  in  this  they  jumps 
To  be  but  fharpers  in  the  lump. 
Imagine  Lyndfay  at  the  bar, 
He's  much  the  fame  his  brethren  are* 
Well  taught  by  practice  to  imbibe 
The  fundamentals  of  his  tribe  : 
And  in  his  client's  juft  defence, 
Muft  deviate  oft  from  common  fenfe  ; 
And  make  his  ignorance  difcern'd, 
To  get  the  name  of  council  learn'd, 

As 
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As  Lucus  comes  a  non  Lucendo^ 
Arid  wifely  do  as  other  ti? en  do, 
But  fhift  him  to  a  better  fcene, 

Among  his  crew  of  R s  in  grain, 

Surrounded  with  companion's  fit, 

To  tafte  his  humour,  fenfe,  and  wit  ; 

You'd  fwear  he  never  took  a  fee, 

Nor  knew  his  law  in  A,  B,  C. 

"Tis  hard  wkere  dulnefs  over- rules, 

To  keep  good  fenfe  in  crowds  of  fools, 

And  we  admire  the  man  who  faves 

His  honefty  in  crowds  of  knaves  ; 

Nor  yields  up  virtue  at  difcretion, 

To  V-ll — ns  of  his  own  profeffion. 

Lyndfay,  you  know  what  pains  you  take? 

In  both,  yet  barely  fave  your  ftake  ; 

And  will  you  venture  both  a- new, 

To  fit  among  that  venal  crew, 

That  pack  of  mimic  legiflators, 

Abandon'd,  ftupid,  flavifh  praters  ? 

For,  as  the  rabble  dawb  and  rifle 

The  fool  who  fcrambies  for  a  trifle, 

"Who  for  his  pains  is  cuflf'd  and  kick'd, 

T)rawn  through  the  dirt,  his  pocket  pick'd ; 

You  muft  expect  the  like  difgrace, 

Scrambling  with  rogues  to  get  a  place, 

Muft  lofe  the  honour  you  have  gained, 

Your  num'rous  virtues  foully  ftain'd  : 

Difclaim  for  ever  all  pretence 

To  common  honefty  aud  fenfe, 

And  join  in  friendfhip  with  a  ftrict  tye, 
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On  Dr.  RUNDLE  Bifhop  of  DERKY. 

"TV/TAKE  Rundle  biihop ;  fye  for  fhame  ! 
•*•        An  Arian  to  ufurp  the  name  ! 
A  biihop  in  the  lile  of  Saints ! 
How  will  his  brethren  make  complaints  ? 
Dare  any  of  the  mitred  heft, 
Confer  on  him  the  HOLY  GHOST  ; 
In  mother-church  to  breed  a  variance, 
By  coupling  Orthodox  with  Arians  ? 

Yet,  were  lie  Heathen,  Turk,  or  Jew, 
What  is  there  in  it  rlranpe  or  new  ? 

o 

For,  let  us  hear  ilie  weak  pretence, 
His  brethren  find  to  take  offence  ; 
Of  whom  there  are  but  four  at  mofr, 
Who  know  there  is  an  HOLY  GHOST  : 
The  reft,  who  boaft  they  have  conferr'd  it, 
Like  Paul's  Epheiians,  never  heard  it ; 

And  when  the'y  gave  it,  well  'tis  known, 
They  gave  what  never  was  their  own. 

RUNDLE  a  biOiop  !  well  he  may ; 
He's  ftill  a  Chriftian  more  than  they. 

We  know  the  fubjecT:  of  their  quarrels  ; 
The  man  has  learning,  fenfe,  and  morals. 

There  is  a  reafon  ftill  more  weighty ; 
'Tis  granted  he  believes  a  Deity  : 
Has  ev'ry  circumftance  to  pleafe  us, 
Though  fools  may  doubt  his  faith  in  J     »••; 
But  why  fhould  he  with  that  be  loaded, 
Now  twenty  years  from  court  exploded  ? 

And, 
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And,  is  not  this  objection  odd 

From  rogues  who  ne'er  believ'd  a  GOD  ? 

For  liberty  a  champion  ftout, 

Though  not  fo  gofpel-ward  devout. 

While  others  hither  fent  to  fave  us, 

Came  but  to  plunder  and  enflave  us  : 

Nor  ever  own'd  a  pow'r  divine, 

But  Mammon,  and  the  G — m-n  line. 

Say,  how  did  Rundle  undermine  'em  : 
Who  fhew'd  a  better  Jus  divinum  ? 
From  ancient  canons  would  not  vary, 
But  thrice  refus'd  Epifcopari. 

Our  bifhop's  predeceflbr  Magus, 
Would  offer  all  the  fands  of  Tagus  ; 
Or  fell  his  children,  houfe,  and  lands^ 
For  that  one  gift,  to  lay  on  hands : 
But  all  his  gold  could  not  avail 
To  have  the  Spirit  fet  to  fale. 
Said  turly  Peter,  Magus,  prithee 
Be  gone  :  thy  money  perilh  with  thee, 
Were  Peter  now  alive,  perhaps 
He  might  have  found  a  fcore  of  chaps.- 
Could  he  but  make  his  gift  appear, 
In  rents  three  thoufand  pounds  a  year, 

Some  fancy  this  promotion  odd, 
As  not  the  handy-work  of  GOD  ; 
Though  ev'n  the  bifhops  difappcintcJ, 
Mud  own  it  made  by  GOD'S  anointed. 
And  well  \ve  know,  the  Congee  Regal 
Is  more  fecure  as  well  as  legal. 
Becaufe  our  lawyers  all  agree, 
That  bifhoprics  are  held  in  fee. 

Dear  Baldwin  chafre,  and  witty  CroiTe, 
How  forelv  I  lament  your  lofs  ? 

I  »  2  That 
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That  fuch  a  pair  of  wealthy  ninnies 
Should  flip  your  time  of  dropping  guineas; 

For,  had  you  made  the  k your  debtor, 

Your  title  had  been  fo  much  better. 


The  FABLE  of  the  BITCHES. 

Written  in  the  Year  1715,  on  an  attempt  to  re- 
peal the  Teft  Adi. 

A  Bitch  that  was  full  pregnant  grown. 
By  all  the  dogs  and  curs  in  town  | 
Finding  her  ripen'd  time  was  come, 
Her  little  teeming  from  her  womb, 
Went  here  and  there,  and  ev'ry  where, 
To  find  an  eafy  place  to  lay-her. 

At  length  to  Muflck's  houfe  (a}  fhe  came, 
And  begg'd  like  one  both  blind  and  lame  ; 
**  My  only  friend,  my  dear,"  faid  (he, 
'*  You  fee  'tis  mere  necefHty, 
*'  Hath  fent  me  to  your  houfe  to  whelp  ;. 
*c  I'll  die,  if  you  deny  your  help." 

With  fawning  whine,  and  rueful  tone, 
With  artful  figh  and  feigned  groan, 
With  couchanr.  cringe,  and  flattering  tale, 
Smooth  Bawty  (b)  did  fo  far  prevail; 
That  Mufick  gave  her  leave  to  litter, 

But  mark  what  followed,— Faith,  fhe  bit  hen 

f 

Whole  bafkets  full  of  bits  and  fcraps, 
And  broth  enough  to  fill  her  paps, 

(a)  Mufick's  houfe,  the  church  of  England. 

(l>)  Bawty,  (the  name  of  a  bitch  in  Scotch,)   alludes  to  the  kirk. 


For 
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For  well  fhe  knew  her  numerous  brood, 
For  want  of  milk,  would  fuck  her  blood, 

But  when  {he  thought  her  pains  were  done3 
And  now  'twas  high  time  to  be  gone  ; 
In  civil  terms,  *'  My  friend,"  lays  {he, 
"  My  houfe  you've  had  on  courteiy  j 
'*  And  now  I  earneftly  defire, 
c*  That  you  would  with  your  cubs  retire  : 
"  For  {hould  you  ftay  but  one  week  longer, 
*'  I  fhall  be  ftarv'd  with  cold  and  hunger." 

The  gueft  reply'd  —  My  friend,  your  leave 
"•  I  muft  a  little  longer  crave  ; 
"  Stay  till  my  tender  cubs  can  find 
"  Their  way  —  for  now  you  fee  they're  blind  5 
"  But  when  we've  gather'd.ftrength,  I  fweaiy 
<c  We'll  to  our  barn  again  repair." 

The  time  pafs'd  on,  and  Muflck  came, 
Her  kennel  once  again  to  claim  ; 
But,  Bawty,  loft  to  fhame  and  honour^. 
Set  all  her  cubs  at  once  upon  her  ;. 
Made  her  retire  and  quit  her  right, 
And  loudly  cry'd—  a  bite,  a  bite. 

the    M  O  R  A  L.. 

• 


Thus  did  the  Grecian  wooden 
Conceal  a  fatal  armed  force  : 
No  fooner  brought  within  the  walls, 
But  Ilium's  loft,  and  Priam  falls, 
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Copy  of  the  BIRTH- DAY  Verfes  on  Mr. 

FORD. 

- 

COME  be  content,  fince  out  it  muft, 
For  Stella  has  betray'd  her  truft, 
And  whifp'ring  charg'd  me  not  to  fay. 
That  Mr.  Ford  was  born  to  day  : 
Or  if,  at  laft,  I  needs  muft  blab  it, 
According  to  my  ufual  habit, 
She  bid  me,  with  a  ferious  face, 
Be  fure  conceal  the  time  and  place. 
And  not  my  compliment  to  fpoil 
By  calling  this  your  native  foil, 
Or  vex  the  ladies  when  they  knew, 
That  you  are  turning  forty-two  ; 
But,  if  thefe  topics  fhall  appear 
Strong  arguments  to  keep  you  here, 
I  think,  though  you  judge  hardly  of  it, 
Good  manners  muft  give  place  to  profit. 


The  nymphs  with  whom  you  firft  began, 
'Are  each  become  a  Harridan  ; 
And  Montague  fo  far  decay'd. 
Her  lovers  now  muft  all  be  paid, 
And  ev'ry  belle  that  fincc  arofe 

*  . 

Has  her  cotemporary  beaux. 
Your  former  comrades  once  fo  bright, 
With  whom  you  toafted  half  the  night, 
Of  rheumatifm  and  pox  complain, 
And  bid  adieu  to  dear  champain ; 
Your  great  protectors  once  in  pow'r 
Are  now  in  exile  or  the  tow'r. 
Your  foes  triumphant  o'er  the  laws, 
Who  hate  your  perfon  and  your  caufe, 
If  once  they  get  you  on  the  fpot, 

You  muft  be  guilty  of  the  plot. 

For 

x 
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For  true  or  falfe  they'll  ne'er  inquire, 
But  ufe  you  ten  times  worfe  than  Prior 

In  London,  what  would  you  do  there  ? 
Can  you,  my  friend,  with  patience  bear, 
Nay,  would  it  not  your  paffion  raife, 
"Worfe  than  a  pun  or  Irifh  phrafe, 
To  fee  a  fcoundrel  ftrut  and  heclor 
A  foot-boy  to  fome  rogue  director ; 
To  look  on  vice  triumphant  round, 
And  virtue  trampled  on  the  ground  ! 

Obferve  where  bloody ftands 

With  torturing  engines  in  his  hands, 

Hear  him  blafpheme,  and  fwear,  and  rail, 

Threat'ning  the  pillory  and  jail, 

If  this  you  think  a  pleating  fcene, 

To  London  ftrait  return  again, 

Where  you  have  told  us  from  experience 

Are  fwarms  of  bugs  and  Preibyterians, 

I  thought  my  very  fpleen  would  burft, 
When  fortune  hitker  drove  me  firft  ; 
Was  full  as  hard  to  pleafe  as  you, 
Nor  perfons,  names,  nor  places  knew  : 
But  now  I  act  as  other  fo'ke, 
Like  prisoners  when  their  jail  is  broke, 

If  you  have  London  ftill  at  heart, 
We'll  make  a  fmall  one  here,  by  art : 
The  difference  is  not  much  between 
St.  James's  Park  and  Stephen's  Green  ; 
And  Dawfon-ftreet  will  ferve  as  well 
To  lead  you  thither,  as  Pall-mall, 
Nor  want  a  pafTage  through  the  palace, 
To  choak  your  fight,  and  raife  your  malice 

(a)  Mat,  Prior,  Ef<j;  a  famous  post,    See  his  works, 
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The  deanry-houfe  may  well  be  match'd 
(Under  correction)  with  the  Thacht  (#), 
Nor  fhall  I,  when  you  hither  come, 
Demand  a  crown  a  quart  for  ftumm, 
Then  for  a  middle-aged  chamber, 
Stella  may  vie  with  your  main  charmer? 
She's  now  as  handfome  ev'ry  bit, 
And  has  a  thonfand  times  her  wit. 
The  Dean  and  Sheridan,  I  hope, 
Will  half  fupply  a  Gay  and  Pope, 
Corbet  *,  though  yet  I  know  his  worth  nota 
No  doubt,  will  prove  a  good  Arbuthnot; 
I  throw  into  the  bargain,  Tim, 
In  London  can  you  equal  him  ? 
What  think  you  of  my  fav'rite  clan, 
Robin  and  Jack,  and  Jack  and  Dan  f  ?' 
Fellows  of  modeft  worth  and  parts, 
With  cheerful  looks,  and  honed  hearts. 

Can  you  on  Dublin  look  with  fcorn  ? 
Yet  here  were  you  and  Ormond  £  born* 


Oh  !  were  but  you  and  I  fo  wife,] 
To  fee  with  Robert  Gratton's  eyes, 
Kobin  adores  that  fpot  of  earth, 
That  lit'ral  fpot  which  gave  him  birtli. 
And  fwears  Belcamp  ||  is,  to  his  tafte, 
As  fine  as  Hampton-court  at  leaft. 
When  to  yotir  friends  you  would  enhance 
The  praife  of  Italy  or  France, 
For  grandeur,  elegance,  and  wit, 
We  gladly  hear  you  and  fubmit  : 

(a)  A  famous  tavern  in  St.  James'  s-ttreet  near  the  palace, 

*  Dr.  Corbet,  afterwards  Dean  of  St.  Patrick's  cathedral,  Dublin, 
on  the  death  of  Dr.  Satufine,  who  fucceeded  Dr.  Swift. 

f  Rev.  Robert  and  John  Grafton,  brothers  ;  John  and  Daniel 
Jackfon. 

i  James  Butler,  the  late  Duke  of  Ormond. 

|i  in  Fingal,  about  five  aniles  from  Dublin, 

IV 
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But  then  to  come  and  keep  a  clutter, 
For  this  or  that  fide  of  a  gutter. 
To  live  in  this  or  t'other  ifle, 
We  cannot  think  it  worth  y.our  while ; 
For  take  it  kindly  or  amifs, 
The  difference  but  amounts  to  this, 
We  bury,  on  our  fide  the  channel, 
In  linen  *,  and  on  yours  in  flannel ; 
You,  for  the  news  are  ne'er  to  feek, 
While  we,  perhaps,  may  wait  a  week ; 
You,  happy  folks,  are  fure  to  meet 
An  hundred  whores  in  ev'ry  ftreet, 
While  we  may  trace  all  Dublin  o'er 
Before  we  find  out  half  a  fcore. 

You  fee  my  arguments  are  ftrong 
I  wonder  you  held  out  fo  long. 
But  fince  you  are  convinc'd  at  laft, 
We'll  pardon  you  for  what  is  pair. 
So —  let  us  now  for  whift  prepare, 
Twelve  pence  a  corner  if  you  dare* 


A  PETITION   to  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 

GRAF-TOM.. 

Non  Domus  et  Fundus HOR». 

By  Dean  S  M  E  D  L  E  Y. 

TT  was,  my  Lord,  the  dext'rous  fhift 
•*•  Of  t'other  Jonathan,  viz.  Swift, 
But  now  St.  Patrick's  faucy  dean, 
With  filver  verge,  and  furplice  clean,, 

*  In  the  year  1733,  there  vas  an  aft  of  parliament  made  in  Ire- 
l«nd  to  bury  in  woollen, 

Of 
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Of  Oxford,  or  of  Ormond's  grace 
In  loofer  rhyme  to  beg  a  place. 
A  place  he  gor,  ycleprd  a  ftall, 
And  eke  a  thoufand  pounds  withal  j 
And,   were  he  a  )cfs  witty  writer, 
He  might  as  well  have  got  a  mitre, 

Thus  I,  the  Jonathan  of  Clogher, 
In  humble  lays  my  thanks  to  offer, 
Approach  your  grace  with  grateful  heart, 
My  thanks  and  verfe  devoid  of  art, 
Content  with  what  your  bounty  gave, 
No  larger  income  do  I  crave  :  " 
Rejoicing  that  in  better  times 
Grafton  *  require  my  loyal  lines. 
Proud  i   while  my  patron  is  polite, 
I  like  wife  to  the  patriot  write. 
Proud  !   that  at  once  I  can  commend 
King  George's  and  the  Mule's  friend, 
Endear'd  to  Britain  and  to  thee, 
(Disjoin'd  Hibernia,  by  the  fea) 
Endear'd  by  twice  three  anxious  years, 
Empioy'd  in  guardian  toils  and  cares  r 
By  love,  by  wifdom,  and  by  Ikill, 
For  he  has  fav'd  thee,  'gain ft  thy  will, 


But  where  fliall  Smedly  make  his  nefr, 
And  lay  his  wand'ring  head  to-reft  ? 
Where  fliall  he  find  a  decent  houfe 
To  treat  his  friends,  and  chear  his  fpoufe  ! 
Oh  !   lack,  my  lord,   fome  pretty  cure, 
In  wholefome  foil,  and  rech.er  pure) 
The  garden  ftor'd  with  artlefs  flowers, 
In  either  angle  fhady  bowers. 
No  gay  Patterre  with  coflly  green, 
Within  the  ambient  hedge  be  feen  : 


*  Charles  Pitzroy,    Duke  of  Giauon,  thc-n  kord-Lkutenaut  of' 
Ireland 

Let 

. 
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Let  nature  freely  take  her  courfe, 

Nor  fear  from  one  ungrateful  force  ; 

No  fheers  fhall  check  her  fprouting  vigour, 

Nor  fhape  the  yews  to  antic  figure  : 

A  limpid  brook  fliall  trouts  fupply, 

In  May  to  take  the  mimic  fiy; 

Round  a  fmall  orchard  may  it  run, 

Whofe  apples  redden  to  the  fun. 

Let  all  be  inug,  and  warm,  and  neat, 

For  £fty  turn'd  a  fafe  retreat. 

A  little  Eiifton  may  it  be, 

Eufton  I'll  carve  on  ev'ry  tree. 

But  then  to  keep  it  in  repair, 

My  lord —twice  fifty  pounds  a  year 

Will  barely  do  ;  but  if  your  Grace 

Could  make  them  hundreds charming  place  ! 

Thou  then  would'il  fhew  another  face. 
'Clogher  !  far  north,  my  lord,  it  lies, 
'Midft  friowy  hills  inclement  fkies  ; 
One  Olivers  with  the  artic  wind, 
One  hears  the  polar  axis  grind. 
Good  John  *  indeed  with  beef  and  claret, 
Makes  the  place  warm  that  one  may  bear  it. 
He  has  a  purfe  to  keep  a  table, 
And  eke  a  foul  as  hofpitable. 
My  heart  is  good ;  but  affets  fail, 
To  fight  with  ftorms  of  fnow  and  hail ; 
Befides  the  country's  thin  of  people, 
Who  feldom  meet,  but  at  the  fteeple  : 
The  ftrapping  dean,  that's  gone  to  Down, 
Ne'er  nam'd  the  thing  without  a  frown, 
When  much  fatigu'd  with  fermon  ftudy, 
He  felt  his  brain  grow  dull  and  muddy  ; 
No  fit  companion  could  be  found 
To  pufh  the  lazy  bottle  round ; 

*  Dr.  John  Sterne,  Hi/hop  of  Cloghcr,  preckcefT/r  to  Dr.  Swift 
as  Dean  of  St,  Patrick's, 

Sure 
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Sure  then,  for  want  of  better  folks, 
To  pledge  Ms  clerk  was  orthodox. 


Ah  !  how  unlike  to  Gerard-Jlreet^ 
Where  beaux  and  belies  in  parties  meet  : 
Where  gilded  chairs  and  coaches  throng, 
And  joftle  as  they  trowl  along  ; 
Where  tea  and  coffee  hourly  flow, 
And  gape-feed  does  in  plenty  grow, 
And  Griz  (no  clock  more  certain)  cries 
Exact  at  feven,  Hot  mutton  pies, 
There  lady  Luna  in  her  fphere 
Once  fhone,  when  Paunchforth  was  not  near ; 
But  now  {he  wains,  and,  as  'tis  faid, 
Keeps  fober  hours,  and  goes  to  bed. 

There— but  'tis  endlefs  to  write  down 

AH  the  anrufements  of  the  town  ; 
And  fpoufe  will  think  herfelf  quite  undone, 
To  trudge  to  Connor  *  from  fweet  London. 
And  care  we  muft  our  wrves  to  pleafe 
Or -elfe  we  ihall  be  ill  at  eafe. 

You  fee,  my  lord,  what  'tis  I  lack, 
'Tis  only  fome  convenient  tack, 
Some  parfonage-houfe,  with  garden  fweet, 
To  be  my  late,  my  laft  retreat ; 
A  decent  church  clofe  by  its  fide, 
There  preaching,  praying,  to  i  elide  ; 
And,  as  my  time  fecurely  rolls, 
To  fave  my  own  and  others  fouls. 


*  Connor  is  united  to  the  bifhopric  of  Downj  bat  here  are  two 

deans. 


H. 
IS 
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His    GRACED     Anfwer. 


By  Dr.  SWIFT. 

T\  EAR.  Smed,  I  read  thy  brilliant  lines, 
^-^  Where  wit  in  all  its  glory  fhines  ; 
Where  compliments  with  all  their  pride 
Are  by  their  numbers  dignify'd  : 
I  hope,  to  make  you  yet  as  clean, 
As  that  fame,  viz.  St.  Patrick's  Dean  : 
I'll  give  ibctjilrplicti  verge,  and  Jlall> 
And  may  be  fomething  elfe  withal; 
And  were  you  not  fo  good  a  writer, 
I  fhould  prefent  you  with  a  mitre. 
Write,  worfethen,  if  you  can — Be  wife — 
Believe  me,  'tis  the  ivay  to  rife. 
Talk  not  of  making  of  thy  ncft, 
Ah  !  never  lay  thy  head  to  reft  ! 
That  head  fo  well  with  iv'fdom  fraught  ! 
That  writes  'without  the  toil  of  thought* 
While  others  rack  their  bufy  brains, 
You  are  not  in  the  leaft  at  pains. 
Down  to  your  deanery  repair, 
And  build  a  cafile  in  the  air. 
I'm  fure  a  man  of  your  fine  fenfe 
Can  do  it  with  a  fmall  expencc. 
There  your  dear  fpovfe,  and  you  together^ 
May  breathe  your  bellies  full  of  ather. 
When  lady  Luna  is  your  neighbour. 
She'll  help  your  wife  when  (he's  in  labour. 
Well  ikili'd  in  midwife-artifices, 
For  (he  herfelf  oft'  falls  in  pieces. 
There  you  (hall  fee  a  rary-Jhow, 
Will  make  you  fcorn  this  world  behW) 
I     VOL.  XII.  Kk        _  When 
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When  you  behold  the  milky  way, 
As  white  as  fnow,  as  bright  as  day. 
The  glitt'ring  conftellations  roll 
About  the  grinding  artlc  pole. 
The  lovely  tingling  in  your  ears, 
Wrought  by  the  mufic  of  the  fpheres— — 
Your  ipoufe  fhall  then  no  longer  he£lor, 
You  need  not  fear  a  curtain-ledture; 
Nor  fhall  (he  think  that  file's  undone 
For  quitting  her  beloved  London* 
When  ihe's  exalted  in  the  ikies, 
She'll  never  think  of  mutton-pies  5 
When  your  advanced  above  dean,  viz. 
You'll  never  think  of  goody  Griz. 
But  ever,  ever  live  at  eafe, 
And  ftrive,  and  ftrive  your  'wife  to  pleafe  ; 
In  her  you'll  centre  all  your  joys, 
And  get  ten  tho&faad £*V/f  and  boys; 
Ten  thoufand  girls  and  boys  you'll  get, 
And  they,  like  ftars,  fliall  rife  and  jet. 
While  you  andfpoufe  transformed,  fhall  foon 
Be  a  new  fun ,  and  a  neiu  moon  : 
Nor  fhall  you  ftrive  your  horns  to  hide, 
For  then  your  horns  fhall  be  your  pride. 


Dean  SWIFT    at  Sir  ARTHUR  ACHESON'S 
in  the  North  of  IRELAND. 

HPHE  Dean  would  vifit  Market -Hi!!, 
•*-       Our  invitation  was  but  flight; 
I  faid,— Why  let  him,  if  he  will, 
And  fo  I  bid  Sir  A r  write. 

His  manners  would  not  let  him  wait, 

Lett  we  lliuuld  think  Qvrfelves  negkfled ; 

And 
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And  fo  we  faw  him  at  our  gate, 
Three  days  before  he  was  expected. 

Afcer  a  week,  a  month,  a  quarter. 

And  day  fucceeding  after  day, 
Says  not  a  word  of  his  departure, 

Though  not  a  foul  would  have  him  flay. 

» 

I've  faid  enough  to  make  him  blufh, 

Methinks,  or  dfe  the  devil's  in't ; 
But  he  cares  not  for  it  a  ru(h, 

Nor,  for  my  life,  will  take  the  hint. 

But  you,  my  dear,  may  kt  him  know, 

In  civil  language,  if  he  flays, 
How  dec-p  and  foul  the  roads  may  grow, 

And  that  he  may  command  the  chaife, 

Or  you  may  fay my  wife  intends, 

Though  I  fhould  be  exceeding  proud. 

This  winter  to  invite  fome  friend?, 
And,  Sir,  I  know,  you  hate  a  crowd, 

Or,  Mr.  Dean- — —I  ihould  with  joy 

Beg  you  would  here  continue  ftil!3 
But  we  muft  go  to  Aghnacl&y  *, 

Or,  Mr.  Moo-e  will  take  it  ill. 

The  houfe  accompts  are  daily  riiinr, 
So  much  his  flay  doth  fwell  the  bills-; 

My  cleared  life,  it  is  furprifing, 

How  much  he  eats,  how  much  he  fwills. 

His  brace  of  puppies  how  they  fluff, 
And  they  mud  have  three  meals  a  day, 

Yet  never  think  they  get  enough  5 
His  horfes  too  eat  all  our  hay. 

*  The  feat  of  Ache  fan  Mo-re,  E>q; 

Kk   2  Oh! 
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Oh  !   if  I   could,  how  I  would  maul, 
His  tallow  faxre  and  wainfcot  paws, 

His  beetle  brows,  and  eyes  of  wall, 

And  make  him  foon  give  up  the  caufe, 

Mud  I  be  every  moment  chid, 

With  ikinny  bonia,  fnip  and  lean  f  ;. 

Oh  !   that  I  could  bur  once  be  rid 
Of  this  mfulting  tyrant  dean  ? 


The    STORM,    MINERVA'S  Petition, 


"DALLAS,  a  goddefs  chafte  and  wife, 

A     Dcfcendlng  lately  from  the  Ikies, 
To  Neptune  went,  and  begg'd  in  form 
He'd  give  his  orders  for  a  ftorm  ; 

A  florin  to  drown  that  rafcal , 

And  (lie  would  kindly  thank  him  for't. 

A  wretch  !  whom  E — gl — b  rogues  to  fpiie  her, 

Had  lately  honour'd  with  a  M — tre. 

The  god,  who  favour'd  her  requefl:, 
Affur'd  her  he  w-ou'd  do  his  heft  : 
But  Venus  had  been  there  before, 

Pleaded  the  B- •  lov'd  a  w , 

And  had  enlarg'd  her  empire  wide, 
He  own'd  no  deity  bdide. 
At  fca,  or  land,  if  e'er  you  found  him, 
"\Ykhoiu  a  miftrefs,  hang  or  drown  him,. 
Since  B — rn — t's  death,  the  — — 's  bench, 
'Till  — — —  arriv'd  ne'er  kept  a  wench  ; 

If. muft  fink,   fhe  grieves  to  tell  it, 

She'll  not  have  left  one  {ingle  prelate  : 
Tor,  to  fay  truth,  flic  did  intend  him, 
Elect  of  Cyprus  in  c&nmendum. 


•\  The  D^an  ufed  to  c.-.ll  L.idjr  A.hefon  l.y  thcfs  names* 
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And  fince  her  birth  the  ocean  gave  her, 
She  could  not  doubt  her  uncle's  favour. 

Then  Proteus  urg'd  the  fame  requeft, 
But  half  in  earneft,  half  in  jtft  ; 

Slid  he "  Great  fovereign  of  the  main^ 

"  To  drown  him  all  attempts  are  vain, 

can  aflume  more  forms  than  1^ 

"  A  rake,  a  bully,  pimp,  or  fpy. 
"  Can  creep,  or  run,   can  fly  or  fwim, 
(i  All  motions  are  alike  to  him  : 
"  Tuin  him  adrift,  and  you  fhall  find 
"   Pie  knows  to  fail  with  ev'ry  wind  ; 
"  Or,    throw  him  overboard  he'll  ride 
"  As  well  again  ft,  as  with  the  tide. 
"  But,  Pall-is,  you've  a-pply'd  too  late, 
«*  For,   'tis  decreed  by  Jove  and  fate, 
"  That  Ireland  muft  be  foon  deftroy'd, 

"  And  \v-ii3  but can  be  employ'd  ? 

"  You  need  not  then  have  been  fo  pert, 
s(  In  fending  BoUon  *  to  Clonfert. 
"   I  found  you  did  it  by  your  grinning  ; 
"  Your  bus'nefa  is  to  mind  your  fpinning. 
t(   But  how  you  came  to  interpofe, 

*{  In  making  B s,   no  one  knows  ; 

e'   And,  if  you  muft  have  your  petition-, 
*5  There's  Berkeley  f  in  the  fame  condiiion  $ 
"  Look,   there  he  ftacds,  and 'tis  but  juft 
"  If  one  muft  drown  the  other  muft  ^ 

"  But,   if  you'il  leave  us  B p  Judas, 

<c  We'll  give  you  Berkeley  for  Bermudas  J. 

*  Dr.  Throphilus  Bolton,  afterwards  Archbilhop  of  CaiTiell. 

f  Dr.  George- Berkeley,  a  fenior  ft  How  of  Trinity-College,  Dub- 
lin, from  whence  he  was  made  Dean  of  Derty,  and  afterwards  Bi- 
ihop  or  Cloyne. 

|  See  his  fthsme  in  his  mifcellanics  for  ersftifig  an  univerfity  at 
Bermudas, 

Kk  3  «*   No\V? 
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"  Now,  if 'twill  gratify  your  fpight, 

"  To  put  him  in  a  plaguy  fright, 

<f  Although  'tis  hardl/  worth  the  cod, 

"  You  foon  fhall  fee  him  foundiy  toft. 

"  You'll  find  him  fwear,  blafpheme,  and  damn, 

"  And  ev'ry  moment  take  a  dram. 

<(  His  ghoftly  vifage  with  an  air 

"   Of  reprobation  and  defpair  : 

"  Or,  el  e  fome  hiding-hole  he  feeks. 

'*  For  fear  the  reft  fhould  fay  he  fqueeks ; 

c<  Or,  as  Fitzpatrick  |j  did  before, 

Refolve  to  periili  with  his  w ; 

"  Or  elfe,  he  raves,  and  roars,  and  fwears, 

*s  And,  but  for  {name,  would  fay  his  pray'rs\ 

"  Or,  would  you  fee  his  fpirits  fink  ? 

*'  Relaxing  downwards  in  a  ft         k  ? 

"  If  fuch  a  fight  as  this  can  pleafe  ye, 

"  Good  madam  Pallas,  pray  be  eafy, 

e<  To  Neptune  fpeak,  ,  and  he'll  conlent ; 

"  But  he'll  come  back  the  knave  he  went." 

The  goddefs,  who  conceiv'd  an  hope, 
That  — —  was  deftin'd  to  a  rope, 
Believ'd  it  beft  to  condefcend 
To  fpare  a  foe,  to  fave  a  friend  : 
But,  fearing  Berkeley  might  be  fcar'd, 
She  left  him  virtue  for  a  guard. 

j|  Brigadier  Fkzpatrick  was  drowned  in  one  of  the  packet-boats  In 
the  bay  of  Dublin  in  a  great  ftorm. 
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